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" “I'know my own and my ow

know me.” (John X, 14) '

A Dbishop’s favorite image of
the Lord has to be that of a
Good Shepherd. The bishop's
crozier, a shepherd’s staff, is a
constant reminder to him that
he must have concern for all his
flock and that his voice must be
readily recognized by all com-
mited to his care.

Last Monday evening I com-
pleted my third tour of the dio-
cese within a period of less than
three months. I wanted all our
priests to hear my voice on mat-
ters which I considered impor-
tant, and through them to re-
echo it fo all my people.

In fact, the last mission con-
cerned itself with a Crisis in
Communication — an imminent
danger that the voice of the
Shepherd of Rochester would
soon lose its power: to reach
into every home of the diocese.

More precisely, the urgency
centered on the future of our
diocesan paper, the Courier-
Journal. 1t had been. brought to
my attention that the last few
years had witnessed an alarm-
ing decrease in its circulation.
Such a situation has to be a mat-
ter of grave concern to any bish-
op, for as shepherds we rely
heavily on our paper to amplify
our voice.

Accor@ingly, I took the prob-
lem to my priests along with a
promise of a greatly improved
paper by the first week of April
if a large circulation improve-
ment gave the editors the fi-
nances to improve the paper this
Spring. The promise included a
new format (tabloid style), pro-
fessional photography, broader

coverage of the areas outside

Monrce County by competent
reporters, and a weekly adult
education feature of five articles
written by recognized authorities
in the fields of Scripture, The-
ology, Liturgy and Christian
Witness.

I stressed in my appeal the
role of the paper in assisting me
to fulfill my duties as the teach-
er and spiritual leader of nearly
a half million people. I pointed
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IF YOU MOVE ...

let us know about it so we can

keep yout Courier coming to .

you on time. Phone or mail us

notice of your change of ad-

dress, Include your old address

“and niew address and the name

of your parish.
Courier-Journal, 35 Scio St.,
Rochester, N.Y. 14604. Phone
716-454-7050.
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Ydur Lenen Sacrifice Will Help -

Forty million persons die each year from some form of malnutri-

tion. American Cathelics have been asked for Lenten Sacrifice to

contyibute to 24th annual American Catholic Overseas Fund col-
lection to be takem in diocesan churches on Mar. 15,

National Pastoral Unit
Under Consideration

Waskington ~— (NC) — The Na-
tional <Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, (N'CCB) has asked an advisory
body of bishops, priests, nuns and
laity to study the possibility of cre-
ating a National Pastoral Council.

John Cardinal Dearden of Detroit,
preidenrxt of both the NCCB and the
United States Catholic Conference
(USCC), announced the action in
‘Washirxgion Monday. .

They had been contemplating for
some time the idea of getting initial
studies started, a spokesman said,
and had included the broad question
of National Pastoral Councils on the
agendas for their separate meetings
here Feb, 16-18. ¢

Bishop Hogan and his auxiliaries
are discussing proposals to form a
Diocesan Pastoral Counell and will
anmoante the plan later this year,

-Cardinal Dearden asked that the
50-member Advisory Council of the
USCC — a bishop, a priest, a Religi-
ous, a layman and a laywoman from
each of 10 geographic areas of the

Foot-in-Mouth:
Department?

Is there a point at which edu-
catiora becomes penance?

Mamny of the bulletins ihat Cross
the <«Courier-Journal desk during

Lent announce lectures and discus-
sions. One such notice this week
mentioned refreshments, even, and
then came right out with the ques-
tion:

“Why not make attendance at
this Jecture part of your Lenten
sacrifice?”

MRS. ROBERT REIFSNYDER
Local Woman
. .
Honored in
¥ . oo ~k~ '.;m .I
News Contest
National Catholic News Service this
week announced that a story written
by Mizs. Robert Reifsnyder, of St
John of Rochester Parish, Fairport,
has been given an “Honorable Men.

tion” in the service’s Good News
Contest, .

(Continued on Page 2)

United States — look into these four
basic questions:

o Exercise of a shared responsibil-
ity in the Church,

¢ Nature of a National Pas;:oral
Council.

o How NPC membership would be

. determined.

e How an NPC would relate to
other bodies in the Chureh, including
the NCCB and the USCC, the Na.
tional Féderation of Priests Councils
(NFPC), the Conferences of Major
Superiors of Men and Women Re-
ligious, the National Council of Cath-
olic 'Men and the women’s counter-
part, and other laity groups.

A Natlonal Pastoral Councll might
evenfually play a role on the na
tional level similar {o that played on
the diocesan level by diocesan pas
toral councils, which are basically
consultative in nature.

The USCC Advisory Council was
established in March 1969 1o help
guide the work of the U.S. Catholic
Conference, the nationallevel action
agency of the Catholic Chufch in
the United States,

The next meeting of the Advisory
Council will be in Kansas City, Kan,,
from March 13 to 15. In asking it to
study the question of a National Pas-
toral Council, the USCC administra-
tive board and the NCCB adminis-
trative committee encouraged it to
consult other interested groups.

Two such interested groups — the
National Council of Catholic Men
(NCCM) and the National Council of
Catholic Women (NCCW) — have
already proposed that the NCCB take
immediate steps to establish a Na-
tional Pastoral Council, with the
NCCM and NCCW included in any
study group set up for that purpose.
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See editerial on Page 6
(From Courier-Journal Sources)

Albany — A “parent-student assis-
tance program”, called the Speno-
Lerner Bill, introduced in the State
Legislature Jan. 28 offers the only
realistic hope for financefloundering
parochial schools this year, veteran
capital-watchers admitted this week.

The flurry of excitement over the

Write Your Lawmaker
De you have an opinion on the
parent-aid school plan?
SENATORS

Thomas Laverne, b50th District, 4100 St,
Paul Blvd.,, Rochester N.Y, 14617,

James E, Powers, blst’ District, 17 Ewver-
green Drive, Chili, N.¥, 14624,

William T, Smith, 48th District, Smithome
Farms, RD 1, Elmira, N, Y. 14908,

Theodore D, Day, 49th District, RD 2,
Interlaken, N.Y, 14847,

Thomas E. McGowan, 54th District, 704
Brisbane Bldg,, Buffalo, N.X,

ASSEMBLYMEN

Donald ©, Shoemaker, 130th Distrlet, 833
Lake Rond, Webster, N.¥, 14580,

Raymond J, Lill, 181st District, 31 Wolfert
Ter., Rochester, N.Y, 14621,

S. William Rosenberg, 132nd District, 1860
Clover Road, Rochester, N.Y, 14618,

Frank Carroll, 133rd District, 613 Elmgrove

" Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14606,

William M. Steinfeldt, 134th District, 217
Weston Road, Rochester, N.¥, 14612,

Don W. Cook, 135th District, P.0, Box
181, Henrletta, N.Y¥, 14467,

George Michaels, 122nd District, 10 Nor
man Ave, Auburn, NY,

Constance E, Cook, 1265th District, Coy
Glen Rond, Ithaen, N.Y, 14850,

L. Richard Marshall, 126th District, 7
Strathurst Park, Elmira, N.Y, 14905,

Charle D.. Henderson, 127th District, 89
Church St., Hornell, N.g. 14843,

Frederick L. Warder, 128th Distrlct, 100
Lawls St., Geneva, N.Y, 14466,

Joseph Finley, 126th Distrlet, RD 1, Wal.
worth, N.Y. 14668,

James L, Emery, 188th District, 5477 Lake.
viile Rond, Geneseo, N.Y. 14454,

All may bo addressed at the State Capitol,
Albany, N.¥, 12201,

‘Buffalo Plans
To Honor

Unsung Heroes

Buffalo — (RNS) — A new annual
award for “the unsung heroes” of
parishes in the Catholic Diocese of
Buffalo has been announced by Bish-
op James A. McNulty and the ILay
Council.

Leaders of the diocese, which cov-
ers eight counties of Western New
York and has more than 900,000 Cath-
olics, said they did not know of any
other award like it anywhere in the
Catholic world.

“Through all the years in the his-
tory of our Church, thé unsung
heroes and the backbone of the pas-
tors have been the parish workers,”
Bishop McNulty said at a luncheon

of the Lay Counccil,

“These dedicated people give their
time and effort week after week,
month after month, year after year to
further the cause and the love of
Christ and His Church. It is our duty
and obligation to recognize and honor
these good people..

“Wwith this in mind, we are insti-
tuting the Lay Award of St. Joseph
the Worker. This award is being
established to recognize individuals
who have contributed of their per-
son for the betterment and well-be
ing of the parish church.”

By MRS. ROBERT REIFSNYDER

If all relatives were as wonderful as ours are, and if all the members of the
“older generation” were as understanding and encouraging to the “youmger

generation” as the members of our famil

on its way to being a better place.

y are, I know the world would really be

Two years ago our 17-year-old daughter, the oldest of seven children, decided
she would,like to spend the summer in Spain on a student program. She got
herself a job after school in order to pay for the trip as she knew that we would
not be able to be of much financial assistance. By the time she boarded' the plane
in July she would have encugh money saved to pay for the whole trip herself.
However, the full payment was due in March. Knowing that she certainly
wouldn’t have the money by then, she decided to write to my aunt for a loan

(which she paid back in June).

The following is the reply which arrived three days later by Special Delivery

and which I keep and cherish:
Dear Joan,

.

I'm so glad you reminded me of a time I must have had the good sense to
suggest iending money for a good cause and I'm .delighted that you have the
good sense to ask for what you meed. I think I'm lucky to have the money, and
I'm happy to send it, for what I hope will be a marvelous experience for you.

The trouble in life is that when you are young, have the time and energy,
and can profit from the experience of travel for what we hope will be a long and
fruitful life— you don’t have the cash. Later when you might have the cash, you
no longer have the youth. You and I will be putting this situation in better

balance,

Good Tuck,
Aunt Genie

first steps to repeal the Blaine
Amendment which the legislature
took last week cannot hide the fact
that Blaine will not be dead until
November, 1971, if all legally require-
ed moves are successful. And no
money could possibly reach the non-
public schools from the State’s treas-
ury until mid-1972. :

The Blaine Amendment for 75
years has forbidden direct state aid
to church schools.

To remove an amendment requires
the approving vote of two separately
elected legislatures and the decision
of the general public in a referen-
dum. The public will not vote on
Blaine until election day in 1971.

The parent aid plan, named for
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~ Speno-Lermer Bill Provides
| Catholic Schools’ Best Hope

Senator E. J. Speno (Rep., East
Meadow) and Assemblyman A. D.
Lerner, (Rep. Richmond Hill) pro-
vides for tuition grants on a sliding
scale to parents of children attend-
ing non-ppublic elementary and sec-
ondary schools,

Grants from $50 to $250 depending
on family income and the school’s
tuition will be paid directly to par-
ents under the plan.

The bill limits the grants to 80
percent of the “secular education
costs” within the nonpublic school
curriculum. The school makes the de-
termination of which percentage of
its time and costs are spent on re-
ligious subjects and which on secular
subjects,

Parochiaid Need Now,
Catholic Educators Say

-

Albany — “Blaine repeal is a good
thing, but it just won’t help the
Catholic schools this year,” was the
initial reaction from Catholic edu-
cators and spokesmen after the legis-
lature overwhelmingly endorsed re-
peal of the Blaine amendment in both
houses.

“Certainly this unwanted, unrealis-
tic provision should be removed from
our State Constitution,” said Charles
J. Tobin, secretary of the State Cath-
olic Committee, which has long urged
repeal, “but it is a long process . . .
as any constitutional change should
be.

“Meanwhile statistics show that
without substantial aid to parents of
non-public school children there is
no doubt that many, many more par-
ents will have to forego their right
to send their children to a religious
orjgnted school this coming year,” he
said,

J. Alan Davitt, secretary of the
Catholic School Superintendents
Council for the state agreed:

“Phe figures coming into this of-
fice clearly show that without help
to the parents two things will hap-
pen:

@ “Several schools across the state
will close.

@ “Parents will, of necessity, with-
draw their children from the Catho-
lic schools in order to cut back their
expenses as inflationary costs cut
into their paycheck.”

“The net result,” Tobin pointed
out, “will necessitate higher and high-
er taxes for the state’s citizens to sup-
port the public schools.”

When asked what action could be
taken by parents, both Tobin and
Davitt suggested letters to legisla-
tors, particularly Assemblyman Con-
stance Cook who heads the Assembly
Education Committee and Sen. Clin-
ton Dominick who is chairman of
the Senate Education Committee,

“T believe,” Davitt said, “that when
they total up the costs and see that
continued shifts from non-public to
public schools are destined to in-
crease faxpayer costs some three
quanters of a billion dollars per year
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(that would almost double the in-
come ‘tax) then I believe they'll seri-
ously consider endorsing some form
of parent or student aid to the non-
public school sector,”

“Many legislators are already in
favor,” said Tobin, “and it's just a
matter of their convincing enough
of their brothers on the hill,”

There is no indication now when
any aid-to-non-public-school student
bill will reach the floor in either
house. It is expected, however, that
they will not be bottled up in com-
mittee bui given time for floor de-
bate.

Sen. Brydges
Denies_Shift
On Abortion

Albany -~ While vigorously deny-
ing that he has changed his position
on any of the current abortion pro-
posals now before the state legisla-
ture, a spokesman for Senate’ Major-
ity Leader Earle W. Brydges, admit-
ted that the senator has definitely
shifted his position on abortion ...
if only a small amount,

The shift in position was made
known last week when the senator
told newsmen he was seeking to see
if some sort of “less objectionable”
abortion bill than the main ones now
pending could be drafted.

Part of the reason, according to
the spokesman, was the feeling on
the senator's part that there had
been a shift in sentiment on the is-
sue. He cited the fact that few let-
ters came urging no change, wheieas
more letters favoring change had
come to his office. “Those who don't
want a change just don’t seem to
write,” the spokesman said,

In answer to a Courier-Journal
query, the Senator, through an
aide, said he had asked his staff
to look into the abortion issue

(Continued on Page 2)

Moratorium On Smoking
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Students from Randolph, Mass.,, High School remove a cigareite
vending machine from a store during the town’s recent 24-hour
moratorium on smoking. Smokers were asked to donate the money
they would have spent on tobacco to a scholarship fund. (RNS)
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