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By JOHN DASH 

Father Thomas Erdle speaks 
with Ms hands. His congre­
gation, drawn -from all Over 
the Rochester Diocese, hears 
him by following the intri­
cate vgestures- that compose 
their language. They are the 
•deaf, He is their'priest. 

Thê  40-year-old priest, who 
- celebrated his birthday on. 

Valentine's Day, is the co­
ordinator of the apostolate 
to the deaf in the diocese. 

Father Erdle introduces 
'himself and his peopie hy 

telling the story of Raymond 
Boduch,, a 34ryear-old elec­
tronics researcher in Buffalo. 

"In my mind he is the most 
remarkable person,I'ye ever 
met." Boduch is both deaf and 
blind. ''Even though we don't 
meet, each" other very often, 
just hy touching my hand, he 
knows: me," Father Erdle 
says.; 

Boduch is a "ham" opera­
tor. He has invented a device 
by which he can receive 
Morse code through his ankle 
and can send replies via 
Morse over the .air waves. 

Father says that he is also 
able to communicate with his 
•mother over long-distance 
telephone through another 
device he has invented. By 

-phrasing his questions to his 
mother so they require a 

FATHER THOMAS ERDLE 

"yes" or a "no" answer, he 
is able to "hear" her by feel­
ing the vibrations of her 
voice. Boduch also is very ac­
tive in the International 
Catholic Deaf Association. 

That the deaf are' capable 
of as full a life as those of 
us who are constantly bom­
barded with sound is the 
basis of Father Erdle's. apos­
tolate. 

Father Erdle's first con­
tact with the deaf in a relig­
ious setting came 4n the Fall 
of 1951. A theology student 
at St. Bernard's Seminary, 
he began a program of visit­
ing the Rochester School for 
the Deaf. 

This school was one of the 
first such institutions in the 

• • • 

nation, From its experience 
and research, it developed 
what is known as the Roch­
ester Method,. a system of 
communicating ' by spelling 
words through gestures. 

Father Erdle's duties there 
included' teaching religion 
and learning sign language. 
The chaplain at that time 
Was Father John Barron Gal­
lagher, CSSR., who was first 
assigned htere through a cler­
ical blunder on the part of 
his order. It seems that a < 
namesake in Manhattan was 
scheduled to work in. the 
field and. the wrong Galla­
gher came here. 

In 1960, the year that Fa­
ther Gallagher died, Father 
Erdle was called on by Bish­
op James E. Kearney, to co­
ordinate the apostolate to the 

tar 
deaf throughout the diocese, 
on a part-time basis, 

About the time that Arch­
bishop Fulton J. Sheen came 
here, the National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf (NTID) 
was established at Rochester 
Institute of Technology. 

NTID is a federally spon­
sored program of technical 
education on a collegiate 
leyel. The school is unusual 
in.th^t it is located on a con­
ventional "hearing" campus. 
Archbishop Sheen felt that 
such, a development in the 
community required Father 
Erdle to assume his coordi­
nating post full-time. 

Today there are more than 
300 deaf Catholic adults in 
Rochester, 120 Catholic chil­
dren at the Rochester School 

of the Deaf and 80 Catholic 
students at NOD. 

Father Erdle explains his 
duty at NTID as sacramental 
administrator. With Father 
Appelby, Catholic chaplain at 
RIT, he says Mass, hears con­
fessions and counsels. In the 
past few weeks, Father has 
been interpreting (through 
sign language) tape recorded 
pre-Cana conferences as well. 

The regular duties of the 
parish priest are Father Er­
dle's services to the deaf. 
These include Mass at St. Jo­
seph's Business School audi­
torium, baptisms, marriages, 
counseling, and visiting the 
sick and imprisoned. 

He is'also chaplain to the 
St. Francis De Sales Organi­
zation, a social gathering of 

Catholic deaf adults and is 
working in adult religious 
education with his "parish". 

- His duties at the Rochester 
School for the Deaf include 
training local seminarians in 
sign language, teaching re­
ligion, and celebrating the 
Eucharist on Suridays and 
holy. days. 

Besides his specifically re­
ligious duties, Father Erdle 
also is on the Rochester Com­
munity Service Council for 
the Deaf. This is a civic or­
ganization to provide educa­
tional, occupational and so­
cial services for the non-
hearing community. Father 
noted that he is especially 
active in the adult education 
program of the year-old coun­
cil. 

Hornell's St. James 

Hospital in Great Shape at 80 
Hornell —The 80th anniver­

sary in a history of growth 
progress and community ser­
vice was celebrated last Friday, 
at St. James Mercy Hospital, 
when members of the staff, 
volunteers and friends attend­
ed a-birthday party for the in 
stitution. 

Father Paul J. Cuddy, hos­
pital chaplain, and the Rev. 
Oren Schaffner, minister of the 
East Avenue Methodist Church, 
started the festivities by suc­
cessfully blowing out the 80 
candles on a three-tiered birth­
day cake. 

A "This is Your Life," recap 
noted that the hospital today 

is a far cry from the original 
"farmhouse" hospital founded 
Feb. 13', 1890, by Father James 
M. Early, then pastor of St. 
Ann's Church. Records show 
that Father Early, "who real 
ized the need for a hospital, 
bought from his own funds, the 
'cure' building and presented it 
to suffering humanity to be 
cared for by the Sisters of 
Mercy." History shows that 
work hegan immediately to 
transform the farmhouse into a 
hospital, and that on April 23 
1890, the first patient was ad 
mitted. 

The hospital had 15 beds and 
an operating room, "well light-

New Seton Branch Officers 
Newly elected officers of Seton Branch groups 
which support St. Mary's Hospital pictured at re­
cent meeting. From left are: seated—Mrs. John 
H. Ryan, Mrs. Raymond Porter, Mrs. E. Garret 
Cleary, Mrs, Anthony R. Palermo; standing—Mrs. 

Eugene Lang, Mrs. Robert Schantz. 

'Nazareth in France' 
Planned for This Summe 

CHILD CARE WORKERS 
SOCIAL WORKERS 

TEACHERS 
RECREATION LEADERS 

DIETITIANS 
NURSES 

SECRETARIES 

PSYCHOLOGISTS 

TptdttGU 
. , . especially to a lonely adolescent! 
Through their lives dedicated to Christ, 
the SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
help troubled teenage girls to care again 
and grow toward Christian womanhood. 

Vocation Counselor/Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
25 W. Lawrence St., Albany, New York 12206 
Yes, please send me information. 

NAME AGE 

ADDRESS 

ZIP 

TIME IS MONEY 
NEW MODERN FOOD EQUIPMENT 

WILL CUT YOUR LABOR COSTS . . . 

CAN WE HELP YOU SAVE MONEY? 

CALL US AND SEE! 

The French Department ,of 
Nazareth College has estath 
lished a "Nazareth in France" 
program -which will offer stu­
dents the opportunity to take 
an on-the-spot view of what 
they have been learning from 
textbooks and teachers. 

The first group representing 
Nazareth in France is sched' 
uled for next summer. 

The program is designed not 
only to increase proficiency n 
the French language but to e» 

Nazareth Plans 
Parents' Fete 

A. special program of educa 
tional and social events has 
been scheduled for parents of 
Nazareth. College ' upperclass-
men on Saturday, Feb. 28. 

The program begins at 2 p.m. 
with a showing of two video 
tapes, "Academic "Vistas" and 
"Created at Nazareth," over 
the college's educational tele­
vision system. They were per-
pared by the faculty in con­
junction with Rochester's edu­
cational TV station, Channel 21. 
Other events include: 

3:30 p.m. — Daughters will 
conduct parents on optional 
tours of the campus; 6 p.m.--
Social hour- and dinner at the 
Oak Hill Country Club; 9 p.m. 
—Dancing to the music of Len 
Hawley's Orchestra; 12:30 a.m. 
—Mass, offered by Monsignor 
William Shannon, college chap­
lain, at Hazareth College Chap­
el. Other Masses will be offered 
at 8:30 a.m. and noon Sunday. 

Kennedys Married 
50 Tears Ago 
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(C«U WIlPliUIMHC) 
"Specialists in Food Servke & Supplies" 

We Service What We Sell 7 Days a Week 

FREE PARKING ACROSS THE STREET 

283-291 CENTRAL AVE. 454-7494 

Canandaigua — The Wedding 
party depended on ithe trolley 
to get them to the church on 
time, but the tracks were block­
ed by drifted snow. A farmer 
friend hitched his team to a 
sleigh to drive them as far as 
the railroad, and Gertrude Mc-
Carrick and Edward. Kennedy 
were married on schedule in 
St. Mary's Church, Canandai­
gua, on Feb. 16, 1920. 

They celebrated" their 50th 
anniversary last Sunday after­
noon at a reception given by 
their eight children and attend­
ed by nearly all of their 21 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 

The Kennedys have spent 
most of their married life on a 
farm on Algerine Street, Stan­
ley. Mr. Kennedy was with the 
Army in France during World 
War I. 

pand the students' knowledge 
of France through on and off 
campus communication with 
the French people. 

For five weeks students will 
take morning courses at the 
University of Touraine in 
Tours. Afternoons will be de­
voted to excursions. An option­
al two weeks is provided for in­
dependent travel. Arrange­
m e n t s for travel, lodging, 
meals, excursions and classes 
will be on a group basis. 

Mrs. Svetlana Shales, a mem­
ber of the faculty of Nazareth 
College, and M. J. Miltsch, of 
the St. John Fisher College 
staff are co-directors of the 
project 
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E L . ALLEN & SON 
Quality furniture 

Phone 036-8431 
62 Bridge St. 

Corning, N .Y . 

A.W.BEILBY&SON 
Funeral Home 

139 Walnut St. 

Dial 936-9121 

Corning, N. Y . 

UIU'S PHARMACY 
R. C. LOU, PHARMACIST 

PRESCRIPTIONS 
O U R M A I N BUSINESS 
OPEN TILL 11 P.M. DAILY 

9 0 3 DAVIS ST. ELMIRA 

RE 2-6674 

GAROSGIO'S 
Tile & Marble 
Real Clay Tile 

Rubber - Asphalt Tile 

RE 2-0252 
414 W. SECOND ST. 

AUBURN, N.Y. 
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*r FIVE POINTS 
UQVOR STORE Inc. 

Phone 
AL 3-6051 

SS Franklin St. 
Auburn, New York 

GENEVA, N.Y. 

Phone 

2704 2947 
Established 

1909 

GENEVA MILK CO. 
. MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

W. North, cor. Maple Street 

FINGER LAKES 
\ Laundries a n d Cleaners 

COMPLETE H O M E SERVICE 
Diaper Service 

Telephone 789-3300 
511 Waihington St. 

Geneva, N.Y. 

Stephen Bednarek , Prop. 

G.H & J.T. Kelly, Inc. 
ELECTRICAL, 

ENGINEERING 
and 

CONTRACTING 
Fixtures and Supplies 

415 WEST FIRST STREET 

RE 3-9148 

RUPTURE-EASER 
T-Mt ».««, U.S. Pol. Off. (A Pip«r I r r a rradnct) 

J&&W9h»orUft 
SideS/195 

, Double $6.95 
No Fitting RivOn* 

A strong form-fitting washable support 
tor reducible Inguinal hernia. Back 
laclrtc adjustable. Snaps In front. Ad­
justable lee strap. Soft, flat groin 
pad. For men, women and children. 
Mail orders: live measure around low-' 
est part of abdomen. Specify right, left 
or double. 

G E R 0 U L D 
PHARMACISTS 

RE 3-6696 
Delivery Service 

1 3 0 S. MAIN) ST. ELMIRA 

F. T., F. M., Win. R., P. J . and 
G. W . STEED 

Professional Pharmacy 

ed by a 4-jet gas chandelier."' 
Three Sisters took complete 
care of the hospital, supervis 
ing, nursing, cooking and clean­
ing. 

The first record book reveals 
that the majority of early cases 
were railroad injuries and pa 
tients stricken, with typhoid 
fever. 

During the first year of oper­
ation, the hospital cared for 69 
patients. The first birth was re 
corded in 1898, and notes show 
that when the mother came to 
the hospital for her confine 
ment, she also brought along 
her small daughter who was ad­
mitted as a hoarder. 

The first volunteer group, 
the Women's Board, organized 
in 1904, founding the first ma­
ternity cottage, a small build­
ing outside the regular hos­
pital. This department was 
eared for by the late Sister 
Mary Aquinas for 29 years un­
til she was appointed adminis­
trator in 1934. The 5,000 babies 
born during those years, many 
of whom still reside in Hornell, 
are referred to as Aquinas 
babies. 

Perhaps the best authority 
on St. James history is Sister 
Mary DeSales, who came to the 
hospital in 1900. Today, retired, 
she resides in the hospital con­
vent. She recalls that the first 
addition, the North Wing, was 

added in 1910, and thetSchool 
of Nursing, the first in Hor­
nell, was founded in 1912. Sis­
ter DeSales headed the school 
for 32 years. 

In 1923, to meet the needs 
of a growing community, the 
South Wing, providing addi­
tional facilities was erected. 
The School of X-ray Technology 
began in 1948, and in 1951 the 
four-story East Wing was erec­
ted at a cost of $1 millon. 

In the 1960s the physical 
therapy rehabilitation depart­
ment, intensive-coronary care 
unit and other services were 
added. Progress in the educa 
tional field was noted when 
DeSales Hall, the School of 
Nursing's modern, functional 
building, was opened in 1968. 

The Hornell Medical Center 
opened last year to provide 
more accessible health care for 
community residents. 

The multi-million d o l l a r 
West Wing also was opened in 
1969. 

Commenting on the hospit­
al's growth, Sister Mary Rene, 
administrator, noted that ad­
missions for the first 26 years 
of the hospital's existence were 
not as great as the total num­
ber of admissions in the year 
1969, when the hospital cared 
for the health of 4,896 in-pa; 
tients. 
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KELLY REXALL DRUGS 
"ABOVE ALL—A REAL DRUG STORE" 

HAVE YOUR PHYSICIAN CAUL 
RE 2-0597 _ _ , 

PRESCRIPTIONS DELIVERED j 
(Marlon Mack, R.PH.) 

227 HOFFMAN ST. ELMIRA, N.Y. 

FUNERAL HQMES 

CHARLES MM * & - s o * s 

^fluoheA > 
INC. 

311 LAKE STREET • 1880 DAVIS STREET 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 

"OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 18%" 

don't be 
quart short 

THE TRUE OLD-STYLE KENTUCKY BOURBON 

AND 

The House of Quality Furnishings 
Fine Furniture By 

CONANT BALL 

DREXEL 

HALLAGAN 

JAMESTOWN LOUNGE 

BIGELOW 

RUGS and BROADLOOM 

KARASTAN RUGS 

DISTINCTIVE FURNITURE • RUGS • DRAPERIES • APPLIANCES 

«—c.—0-.ELMIRA, 115 E. WATER ST. M « 0 _ . 

Your magic carpet in 
the Twin Tiers. 

Over 10,000 square yards. Alexander-Smith, Bigelow, 

Cabin C r a f t s . . . 

Over 20O remnants and mill ends . . . 

Shop at home A , „ , r a 5 ! l e d carpe ' ...E* im6ter 

r will call on you with a com-
Monday and Friday till 9 £J JSSTjL **2 
W e e k d a y s a n d Sa turday t i l l 5 :00 ligation. 

V ^ e!r elrrura rug1 company 
»OUTE tin. THE MIKAC16 HUE (1 MIIE SOUTH -"wtSTlNGHOUSEr CUM.) W M * 7SJ-WW 

in Elmira 

CHRIST 
SO LOVED 

LEPERS HE 
WORKED 

MIRACLES 
TO CURE 

THEM 

T H E HOLY FATHER'S M I S S I O N AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

If Lent so far has not been meaningful, if you 
haven't done enough, you still have t i m e to 
make i t worthwhile. How can you best keep 
Lent? The answer is we must make sacrifices 
on our own. In easing the Lenten regulations of 
fast and abstinence, the Holy Father recom­
mended Instead tha t we deny ourselves volun­
tarily and share our abundance with t h e poor 
and suffering. This week is World Leprosy Week, 
an observance calling attention t o the needs of 
the world's more than 10 million people with 
leprosy. Here's what your Lenten gift for Lepers 
will do: 

• $5 ,000=Bui lds a pre-fab elinte in a far-flung 
village. 

• $3 ,O00- t ra in ten native Sisters in nursing. 

• $1,500—provide an operating table. 

D $ 5 7 5 - b u y a whirlpool Bath. 

D $200—purchase a microscope. 

• $100—give t h e clinic a sterilizer. 

D $95—provide a leper with a wheelchair . 

• $40—buy 1 ,000 vi tamin tablets. 

• $30—give a leper a hospital b e d . 

• $15—give him (or her) a hand-walker. 

• $10—give the clinic a blood-pressure s e t 

• $ 8 . 5 0 - b u y 10,000 Dapsorie tablets. 

• $ 8 . 0 0 - b u y 1 2 thermometers. 

• $ 5 . 0 0 - 1 0 0 vitamin tablets. 

D $3.00—a pair of gliaze scissors, 

D $ 2 . 2 5 - a 1 lb. jar, Sulfadimine ointment. 

• $ 1 . 7 5 - 1 0 0 gauze pads (3" x 3") . 

• $1.00—monthly membership in our dollar-a-
month DAMIEN LEPER CLUB. 

T O 
CURE 

LEPERS 
HERE'S WHAT 
OUR PRIESTS 

A N D 
SISTERS 

NEED 

C H 
Dear ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND $ 

Monsignor Nolan: 
FOR . 

Please N A M E _ 
return coupon 

with your STREET. 
offering 

CITY „STATE_ -ZIP CODE_ 

THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS 
TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, Presktent 
MSGR. J O H N G. N O L A N . National Secretary 

Write: C A T H O L I C N E A R E A S T WELFARE A s s o a 
3 3 0 Madison Avenue*New Yofk, N.Y. 1 0 0 1 7 
Telephone: 2 1 2 / Y U k o n 6-5840 
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