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‘While many chiurch and - pri-
vate groups throughout the
world continue to urge more

aid for war-ravaged Biafra and

"t

f

) .

, 4 Courier-Journal—Friday, February 6, 1970

- Contfusion,

. dominantly Moslem.

The Ibo people, weary of war

--ang weak from years of starva-

other areas -of Nigeria, uncer- -

tainty, confusion and often out
right fear complicate the situ-
ation.

Nigerian leaders, including

Maj. Gen. Yakubu Gowon, head
of state, have declared that re-
lief efforts in the former seces-
sionist Eastern region are be-
ing competently handled by the
local Red Cross and others al-
ready on the scene. Conflicting
reports mevertheless continue

" to flow from apparently reli-
able sources.

- In addition, confroversy ob-
scures the fate of 32 Christian
missionaries accused of “aiding
the Ibo peoples,” the predomi-
nant tribe in largely Christian
Biafra. Northern Nigeria is pre-

Father Groppi:

tion, seem undecided as to
whether they desire reconcilia-
tion with federal Nigeria or
wish to maintain their “search

for freedom’ via guerrilla war-

fare or exile.

With the artrival of Ameri-
can and British planeloads of
supplies, relief efforts are said
to be Iooking up.

Yet village after village is
without sufficient food and hos-
pitals are without necessary
medicines.

The federal Nigerian govern-
ment has refused to use the
U1i air strip for relief flights,
because, as Biafra’s link with
the outside world, Ul came to
symbolize all that the ‘federal
forces opposed. Uli was also
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the ‘base for a contingent of
Holy Ghost Cathglic priésts and

Protestant missionarieswhodis- -

tributed supplies flown in by
Joint Church “Aid groups from
Europe and the United States.

' These missionaries,
with several Trish nuns anxd lay
volunieers staffing hospitals in
the Biafran regions. have been
threatened with exile hy* fed:
eral authorities,

More than two weeks after

relief’ efforts began, a Umnited
Nations observer, Said Uddin
Khan, reported to Secretary U
Thant that the program was
insufficient. He predicted that
starvation and its related prob-
lems “will remain a cause of
alarm for many months’* The
report sharply contradicted
earlier statements by observers
sent by the International Red
Cross angd other agencies.
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Mr. Khan,'a Pakistani, who

said Hhe covered the heart of
Biafra, including Uli, Owerri
and Orlu and all other major

towns, also reported cases of

“molestation of women” and
“Jooting” by Nigerian troops.oc-
cupying Biafra.

The federal government’s re-
lations with the foreign press
have at times been less than
cordial and cooperative, Many
newsmen have been officially

-detainied or forceably confined,

especially since the publication
of unfavorable news reports,

Pope Paul early expressed
fear that “the victory of arms
may carry with it the Killing
of innumerable people.” He
added that “there are those
who actually fear gemocide.” -

The'’ statement set off a vio-
lent reaction in ILagos, Ni-

’

geria’s capital, Students; gath-

ered ‘to  celebrate victory,
demonstiated against the pon-

. tiff; Nigeria’s ambassador to

‘the Vatican, registered an "offi-
cial complaint; and Gen, Gowon

condemned the. Pope’s state- .

ment, assuring the bos of their
safety and adding. ““we have

. never considered them ouit

enemies.”

Earlier, however, the Niger-
ian leader vigorously. rejected
any help from chirchrelated
agencies, such as Joint Chuxch
Aid, Caritas International and
all those -who had given assis-
tance to the rebels, P

Joint Church Aid’s Euro-
pean arm, headquartered in

Geneva, announced the end of°

its operations in Nigeria. The
grouping of 33 Protestant and
Catholic service agencies in 21
countries was outlawed by the

lom I
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' federal government, which took
" “the position that the war would -
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have ended. sooner without JCA

assistance, = . ‘
Relief efforts to Nigeriasince

the official end of the war Jan.

12 have been spotty and con-

fusing. . )
Initially, Nigeria refused all

. outside assistance. Then as com-
. plaints from observers mount-
ed, prohibitions against British

assistance and. certian church-
related' agencies were relaxed.
Most recently, U.S. aid, stand-
ing by for over three weeks,
was finally accepted.

Scores of TU.S. Protestant
bodies recently responded fo a
call by the World Council of
Churches by urging their mem-
bers to approve a proportionate

- share of a $500,000 contribution

asked of U.S.
Catholic Relief Services, over-

s

- B New Role-

-+ K For IHM

’ séas- relief amm-of the US, Cath.
[

olic Bishops, announced it was
answering a‘request. from- Ni-

- geria by sending $2 million in

clothing and blood plasma.
" Bishop Rdward. E. Swans-
trom, ‘GRS director, said -that
reports from. Biafra . indicate
there will be a tremendous
need. over a long perod of time
and it may take as long as 10
years to’ regain normaley in the
eastern region, The prelate said
he had - information that at
least 80 of the 105: Christian
missionaries in the secessionist
territory would be permitted to
stay. ' SR

Food and work, the setting
out of new crops, are the im-
mediate needs in Biafra — but
eventually the question of
reconciliation and. peace be-
twéen the federal government
and its Biafran insurgents must
be faced. - - - -

A Religious

o
Traditionalist? \d

Milwaukee —(RNS)— One
of the American Catholic
Church’s foremost dissenters,
Father James E. Groppi,
whose eivil rights militancy
has brought him jail sen-
tences and antagonism, is a
conservative at heart — a re-
ligious traditionalist in the
purest sense,

From Father Groppi him-

self and the men who know
him best comes confirmation
of that assertion, according
to Frank A. Aukofer, Milwau-
kee Journal staffer who in-
terviewed the controversial
priest.

»

People who know him, the
writer said, claim that Father
Groppi is a deeply Christian
man who more consistently
follows the teachings of
Christianity and Catholicism
:}l:an most people who profess

en.

From the social standpoint,
Father Groppi has to be con-
sidered a militant radical, but
in theological and religious
sense he is a conservative.

‘Communion,

Not

“l think he’s completely
orthodox as far as the Church
is concerned,” said Msgr. Wil-
liam ¥, Schuif, rector of St.
Francis Seminary, which
trains priests for the Milwau-
kee archdiocese, “He's cer-
tainly a traditional priest in
the old sense.”

His spiritual adviser, Fa-
ther Matthew Gottschalk, pas-
tor of St. Francis Parish,
claims that Father Groppi has
always expressed a great
Iove for the Church and is
basically defensive of it.

Father Groppi himself ad-
mitted that “there's no ques-
tion about it” when asked if
he loves the Church. But,
he quickly noted, “I am criti-
cal of it because I think it's
got a pretty big responsibili-
{ty in imitating Jesus Christ
and bringing His message to
the world.”

According to the writer,
Fathexr Groppi said he be-
lieved his sensitivity for in-
justice and the poor had been

given to him by the Catholic
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Church. “If it had done noth-
ing me the message of the
QGospel, I would be ecternally
grateful,” he added,

“He holds very close to the
ing for me other than bring-
Eucharist and Scriptures,”

said Father Patrick Flood, di- ,

rector of the Council on Ur-
ban Life in Milwaukee. “He
reads Scriptures every day.
The Eucharist to him, means
that the expression of the
Mass -— in the consecration——
embodies Christ and Christ’s
identity with all mankind,
and mankind's identity and
amity in Christ, which is still
presently held by Catholies
and is his motivating force.”

Among those who know him
as a “deeply Christian man,”
said Mr. Aukofer, is Michael
Cullen, director of Casa Maria
Hospitality House, who said
Father Groppi is looked upon
as “an extraordinary man be.
cause . . . he's an ordinary
man doing what is obviously
right...He’s a very religious
man in a fraditional sense.”

Father Flood sees,.Father
Groppi as the logical conclu-
sion of a conservative the-
ology which is valid today be-
cause it is honest and logical
for a person to criticize so-
ciety's institutions, including
the Church.

Father Groppi’s traditional

Thurmond J ;)ins Drive
For Public School Prayer

Washington —(NC)— Sen.
Strom Thurmond of South
Carolina says “while demand-
ing that the states remain
‘newfral with respect to reli-
gion in public schools the
Suprme Court is itself estab-
lishking the religion of secu-
larism.”

He has joined a new na-
tiom-wide campaign to return
voluntary prayer to public
schools — this time as a liv-
ing memorial to the late Sen,
Evereit M, Dirksen of Illi-

Two Papers

Dump Ads for
X-Rated Films

Jacksonville, Fla, — (NC) —
Daily newspapers here have
adopted a policy of refusing to
accept advertisements of x-rat-
ed movies, as well as of movies
that have not been rated.

The Florida Times Union
and The Jacksonville Journal
editorially stated they realize
they will he accused of setting
“ourselves up as ‘censors”™ and
of being “hypocrictical.”

“The basic question is wheth-
er, by carrying these advertise-
ments, these newspapers are
contributing to the decline -of
public morals while deploring
this decline on our editorial
pages,” the editorial stated.

Bt Is 'fo the crédit of many
exhibitors that they refuse pic-
tures which they. consider ob-
scenne or insist on the deletion
of passages which they consider
obscene, Our tefusal of ‘x-
raled movie advertisements is
in the same vein,” it stated.

—

nois, who crusaded for a con-
stitutional amendment pro-
viding for public school
prayers.

“The same ° First Amend-
ment which proscribes laws”
respecting religion and pro-
hibits the state from estab-
lishing religion, Thurmond
said, “also forbids enactment
of Iaws ‘prohibiting the free
exercise of religign.’

“Freedom should not be a
one-way street,” he declared.
“The children in the publie
schools are free not to pray
but they are not free to pray
even if they want to.”

Thurmond said that he is
confident a constitutional
amendment, state constitu-
tional amendment proposal
will pass in Congress.

“The Supreme Court made
a great mistake when they
took prayer and Bible read-
ing out of schools,” he sais,
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THOSE OLD |
SHOES?

Men’s fashions have come a
long way since then. Today, the
individual look counts.
Waldert Opticians keeps pace with
the newest styles in eyewear
for men. Bold, rugged,
distinguished styles —from
conservative to mod. Come in
and browse . . . we're
sure to have the frame
style to suit you!

Sam Cavnar, general chair-
man of the campaign, said his
organization had “run out of
patience” in its efforts fo get
prayer back in schools.

Cavnar said a three-pronged
attack was planned to accom-
plish the goal either by a con-
stitutional amendment, state
constitutional conventions, or
a reversal by the Supreme
Court,
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Community
By GERARD SHEKRY
(NC, News Service)

~Los Angeles—The Sisters
the Immaculate’ Heart of M:

" announced Feb. 2 that it

were forming a lay commun
open to ‘both married and s
gle perSo;xs “committed to 1
Service of man in the spirit
the Gospels.” P

Nucleis of the new comm

+ity will be approximately. :

-

Immaculate Heart Sisters w

have asked to be dispen:

from their canonical vows :
from thé - prescriptions of
Vatican’s Congregation of R
gious.

Anita Caspary, president
thg former order of Siste
said she will continue as hs
of the new lay group, which v
be based in Los Angeles,

“We are taking this ste
Sister Anita said, “in order t
we might fully develop the
periment in contemporary c
munity life which we atten

“-ed to set in motion two ye

ago. Our repeated efforts to
pand the structure of canon
Religious life did not meet v
the approval of the Sacred (
gregation.”

She was referring to
documents of renewal, iss
by the Immaculate Heart
ters in October, 1967, and :
sented to James Francis ¢
dinal McIntyre, then A
bishop of Los Angeles, a
overwhelming approval f
the community of 560 nuns

. The recommended char
included simplification of dx
names, and a greater emph
on areas of endeavor bey
those they had been noted
— education and care of
sick, Both Cardinal McIn
and the Congregation of I
gious opposed some of the
perimentation. In the ensi
controversy, the IHM Sic
were withdrawn from the
Angeles -diocesan S$chool

tems, with the exception ¢
group that objected to thed
ments of renewal.

This latter group was acc
ed by the cardinal and, in
ember, 1969, it was annow
that it had been given canox
status with the same titl
then held by the main orde

‘The community expect
continue its long-term con
ments to education, health !
ices, social concerns and
fine arts. Members of the
munity will continue fo
Immaculate Heart College,
maculate Heart High Scl
Queen of the Valley Hos
;md Montecito Conference
er.

Theologi

Parls — (RNS) — '
French progressive theol
an assaulted on Jan. 25 b
gang of “fanatical (Chur

London — (NC) - Angli- of ccelesiastical organizations a l ' l A ot
4 ! an pproach to Catholicism ¢ i > i 7
can Archbishop MichaelRam- and unity of spirit, and “throws both conservatives V th n Ra diO ) N D lc%tx%:ii;?tssai gut}s}ﬁi ge P

sey of Canterbury has said
that the Church of England is
seeking communion, not or
ganizational unity, with the
Catholic Church.

Archbishop Ramsey in an
interview in the Church
Times, leading Anglican
newspaper, was asked wheth.
er an important distinction is
to be made between union

Abp. Sheen’s

Sister Dies

Brookfield, Mo. — (NC) —
Mrs. Eva Sheen Walsh, 84,
half-sister of Archbishop Ful-
ton J. Sheen, retired bishop

whether a major mistake is
being made in seeking unity
of organization.

The archbishop replied: “I
don’t know anyone who is
meking such a major mis
take, Take relations with the
Church of Rome. We are not
seeking unity of organization.
‘We are looking for a possible
goal whereby there might one
day be communion between
these Churches.”

In reply to a question
ahout possible Anglican ac-
ceptance of the supremdey
and infallibility of the Pope,
Archbishop Ramsey said: “On
the 1870 definition of the
papacy alone I doubt if union
would be possible, But if the
collegiality aspect of the

and radicals for a loop,” ac-
cording to Father Dismas
Becker, a member of the
Council on Urban Life. He
noted that it bothered con-
servatives to have something
in common with the priest,
and radicals were surprised
by his traditional thinking.

Father Groppi, who seldom
misses saying the daily pray-
ers of the priestly office,
said, “I don’t miss very often,
not because I believe I'm
bound by pain of sin, but be-
cause I enjoy it I love it”
He also prays the Rosary
daily, a practice reportedly
abandoned by many Catho-
lics,

Opens New Office

Rome —(RNS)— Jean Car-
dizal Villet, Vatican secre-
tary of state, officially
opened the new headquarters
of Vatican Radio in Rome's
Via della Conciliazione,

Designed by Guglielmo
Marconi, the inventor of ra-
dio, and supervised by him
until his death, Vatican Radio
vas inaugurated by Pope
Pius XI in 1931.

It operates on international
wave lengths, transmils pro-
grams in 33 languages, and
serves as a channel of com-
murnication between the Vati-
cann and church officials in
many parts of the world.
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lucky to escape with “c
ripped clothing and bruis

Father Marce Oraison,
a physician before he er
ed the Catholic priesth
was manhandled and spre
in the face with harmful ¢
during a 45-minute m
outside the Church of N
Dame de l-Assomption,

According to witne:
about 150 young demons
ors seemed to be system
ally organized under the
rection of a few older
sons. They gathered in fro
the church to prevent Fa
Oraison from delivering
address on “Sexual Mor
and Sin.” When the p:
arrived and attempted to
ter the church, the disl
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WHITE HAVEN MEMORIAL PARK g
212 Marsh Road, Pittsford, N\Y. 14534

Lay members of the p
council and priests of
Parish of Notre Dame o
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Haven and your PRE-NEED Purchase Plan.

LAYMAN NAMED
DIOCESAN:- PR HEA

Alexandria, La. — (N
Bishop Charles P. Greco
exandria has named a 1
. director of the diocese’s
' mation bureau and pub
lations.

Name

Address ...

City State, Zone
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