)

.(Religlous News Service}

The twin spectres of coniro-
versy and confusion over “the
pill” loom once rmore as special
hearings by the Senafe mono-
poly sub-committee get under-
way.

Outside of the Roman Cath-
olic Church and Orthodox
bodies, the theological sanctions
against oral contraceptives have
been rather thoroughly dissi-
pated, but a new “moral” of
“ethical” question is bheginning
to arise and may find exposure
in the Senate hearings and in
studies by other federal and
private research groups.

That question is whether the
birth control pill’s good effects
outweigh the bad, and, perhaps
more importantly, have scien-
tists and birth confrol advocates
moved too fast in promoting
dissemination and use of .the
pill without proper safeguards.

According to latest figures,
at least-4 million women in the
U.S. alone are using certain
pills that British mediecal autho-
rities claim increase the risk of
serious, disabling and possibly
fatal bloed diseases,

Theoretically, the greatest re-
cent theological impediment to
birth control devices of all
types was Pope Paul’s encycli-
cal, Humanae Vitae, issued
July 25, 1968, but at the same
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time, hecause of soffening re-

ations from many influential .

Catholics—including some bish-
ops and bishops’ conferences —
the pill becamme the one method
that many Catholics found de-
ceptable “in conscience.”

Angd the effectiveness of the
pill, even among Catholies, can-
not be minimized. In New Mex-
ico, for instance, it reportedly
reduced the birth rate by one-
third, and the state is 40 per
cent Catholic,

According to Dr. Bruce Storrs,
medical services director for
New Mexico’s Department of
Health and Social Services, the
pill has had “more effect” than
any other single factor in cut-
ting the birth rate, not just in
New Mexico. “This decline is
a national trend,” he said,

Gail Montgomery, head of Al-
buquerque’s Planned Parent-
hood Assciation, commented
that widespread community ac-
ceptance of bhirth control,
especially through use of the
pill, has given the state “health-
ier, happier families.”

However, iasi October, the
World Council of Churches’
Population Commission poinied
out that the reduction of popu-
lation on the international scale
is not as promising. Looking at
immediate figures, it noted that
the world's total population is
likely fo grow annually at 2.1

per cent hefween 1965 and
1985. :

Translated into numbers, the
world population will grow by
50 per cent in 20 years.

It seems apparent that while
the pill has been effective
where information about its
use and potential is available,
and of course, in the more af-
fluent sections of the world, it
has yet to make an impact on
the overdeveloped and poorer
areas. But the potential is
there.

In the U.S., Where birth con-
trol advocates want the use of
the pill to accompany anti-pov-
erty and welfare efforis, poli-
tics and morality are prone to
clash in a storm of controversy.

A Gallup Poll. of a few years
ago on the use and effective-
ness of the pill, taken from a
sampling of blacks and whites,
Catholics and Protestants, rich
and poor, and from every re-
gion of the country, showed
some inferesting results:

—A majority of persons felt
birth comtrol pills should be
supplied to welfare recipients
free of charge, though, signifi-
cantly, those in the lower in-
come groups were most oppos-
ed to the proposal. Low income
families, ironically, are larger
and have less capability for
proper financial support.

ontroversy a |

—~A majority believe the pil}
works, but fewer would vouch
for its safety over the long
haul, Medical aufhorities are
agreed on the pill's effective-
ness, and while certain side, ef-
fects had been noted doctors
saw no evidence . any were upR-
safe.

— A majority said that de-
spite some doubt of the pill’s
effectiveness and safety, they
would recommend its use for
women who do not want more
children. .

—1It was found that while the
Catholic Church condemns use
of artificial contraceptives, the
average Catholic was moving
toward views not far from those
of most Protestants on ques-
tions of supplying pills 0 wel-
fare recipients.

In the past few years, not
only have Roman Catholics be-
come more liberal in their use
and advocacy of the birth con-
trol pill, but governments, local
and national, have also ventur-
ed beyond former forbidden
limits, especially in providing
unsolicited birth control data
fo participants in welfare and
anti-poverty programs,

Government involvement in
birth control education and ser-
vices now goes beyond national
interests and is inecluded in for-
eign aid programs.

The rise in the popularity of

ledical

[ T X

the pill as the most effective
contraceplive means yet discov-
ered has mot Teen without its
hazards and detractors..

Aside from arguments of “psy-
chological” and “emotional”
risks 1o women using the pill,

there have periodically cropped ™

up certain medical warnings,
mainly regarding side effects
and Jongrange effects of the
oral contraceptive.

Almest prophetic of the pres-
ent alarm over ceriain pills
containing an excess of synthe-
tic estrogen, a female sex hor-
mone, was in an April, 1967 re-
port by British health authori-
ties that recent studies suggest-
ed the inereased risk of blood
clots.

Now, three wyears later, Brit-
ish medical authorities are is-
suing more pointed warnings,
which in England resulted in
the abandonment of all pills
which contain more than 50
micrograms of estrogen,

American health officials
foresee the possibility of new
standards for oral contracep-
tives if the British studies are
conclusive in proving the dan-
gers of the high-estrogen con-
fent.

Dr. Jesse L. Steinfeld, dep-
uty assistant secretary for
health and scientific affairs of
the Department of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare, said that

American medical experts must

" take a good look at the British

data before they recommend
any action.

But, he noted, some U.S. of-

- fivials believe the potency rath-

er than the amount of -estrogen
ugsed in the pills may.be the
key to blood clotting problems,

.He predicted the results of

U.S, studies would be publish-
ed within 2 months, and .then
“the government will take ap-
propriate steps.”

While the high-estrogen pill
may be the guestion a¢ hand
presently, the deeper question
of overall health- hazards hangs
menazing in the background
and may prove a “moral” dilem.
ma of gramd propertione for
birth control advocates hoth in
and out of the religious gpec-
trum.

Sen. Gaylord Neison  (D-
Wis.), chairman of the Senate
sub-committee on monopolies,
asks precisely: Have women
been adequately informed on
hazards of the pill?

Former Food Drug Admini-
stration head, Herbert L. Ley,
Jr., said publicly that women
need “much greater informa-
tion” on the pill’s risk poten-
tial.

If Dr. Ley's admonition has
some basis and validity, then
it might be asked: What of the
other pills? Do their “positive”

effects really outweigh the. real

or potential bad effects? Arve
health officials and researchers
continging to test and-improve
their safety? Have the women
who use the various pills beeri
“oorrectly” informed of “all
the effects” of the pili?

Dr, Roger O, Egeberg, top
federal - health official, said,
however, that the “great good”
that has come from the birth
control pill outweighs its poten-
tial dangers, adding that ordi-
nary aspirin poses a greater
threat to health, Calling the pill
the “best” method now avail-

able for birth control, he noted-

that risks associated with the
pill had to be balanced against
the risks of giving birth or get-
ting rid of an unwanted infan
after conceptioh. .

More recently,’ Sen. Nelson,
in preparing for the Senate
hearings, said it appears that
“y gubstantial number of (pill)
users are not advised of any
health hazards or side effects”
even though drug manufactur.
ers are required to place these
warnings on the packages.

A subcommittee saff mem-
ber also noted that the hearings
will look into “‘unknown risks,”
including the possibility that
the piil causes cancer in women
and damage to unborn babies.
He said that while extensive
statistics do not exist to sup-
port these fears studies have
raised “serious questions.”

Will There Ever Be Womeh Catholic Priests? -

Returning to Their Homes

Nigerian women and children carry their belongings as they re-

twn to their homes in the once secessionist region of Biafra.

Since the rebel province was occupied by federal troops, the roads

have been crowded with refugees who fled the region during the
civil war. (Religious News Service)

Nigeria:
Mission Status

By Courler-Journal Speclal
Correspondent

Rome — Despite reassuring re-
ports that Ibo tribesmen are being
treated well by victorious federal
forces, the future of Catholic mis-
sionary programs in Nigeria this
week still hung in the balance.

Several ranking Vatican officials
said it was anybody's guess asto what
the federal government wiil do about
Catholic and other missions that have
been operative in Nigeria for 100
years.

Meanwhile, NC News Service re-
ported that all missioners inside what
was Biafra will have to leave the
famine-stricken region as soon as
other relief workers acceptable to the
Nigerian government are available.

According to°NC, an official of the
Nigerian External Affairs Office
stated that missioners in the distress-
ed area who are found to have no
“useful work” will be brought to
Lagos.

The government made it known
that those agencies that took part in
certain Biafran relief projects dur-
ing the 30-month war would not be
permitted to continue their work,

Nor can the Vatican hide the fact
that all of the Catholic missionaries
in Biafra during the war played vital
roles in the relief work there,

“Right at this moment we still
don't really know what will be the
fate of the missionary movement in
Biafra — or in all of Nigeria, for
that matter,” said an official of the
Holy Ghost Fathers, an Irish order
that still has 66 men in Biafra.

“If the Nigerian government de-
cides that our men are persona, non
grata because of the work they did
in the relief programs during the
war, then it will be the end of our
100 years of work there,” he said.

An official of the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith said the
government appeared to be “particuy-
Iarly annoyed” about fund-raising ac-

. tivities of Catholic missionaries in
the United States during the war.

However, the Catholic and other
missionaries have some hopes based

in Doubt

do now," a veteran missionary said.

“Or, the government could move
out all the mission orders that were
in Biafra during the war and ask
that they be replaced by men and
women from other orders,” he added.

It is not at all certain that the

Father Nicholas Frank, deputy di-
rector of Caritas International, said
in Rome that Pope Paul was await
ing the return frém Nigeria of two
priests sent there to confer with gov-
ernment officials on launching a new
relief program for the Ibos.

“We will have {o wait until we
hear their report before we will know
what the situation really is,”” Father
Frank said,

No, Says Vatican Paper

Vatican City — (NC) — The Cath-
olic Church could net ordain women
priests even if it wanted to, accord-
ing to the Vatican City daily news-
paper.

Although women are equal to men
in rights and at least equal to them
in worth, they were not called to the
priesthood by Christ, a front-page
article in I’Osservatore Romano as-
serted.

The timing of the article (Jan. 23)
indicated it was a reply to a recom-
mendation of the Dutch National Pas-
toral Council earlier in January that
women be admitted “to all ecclesias-
tical functions, not excluding the
celebration of Mass,” /

The reply said:

“No, the Gospel is nol hostile to
woman. Yet Jesus dees not call
women to the ministry, does not com-
municate to women the message he
received from the Fathef. It is a
fact-and we are bound to recognize
it.

“Why could not woman fulfill a
public mission of teaching, guidance
and worship in this world? The rea-
son is probably that God, just as he

‘Fictitious Unity’
Draws Warning

Vatican City — (RNS) — Warn-
ing against a quick “fictitious unity”
among Christians, Pope Paul assert-
ed here that “unity could not be ob-
tained by a joint participation in the
sacrament of the Eucharist if those
taking part did not share the same
faith and . . . priesthood.”

“That is not a good road,” he said,
*It is a detour.”

The pontiff also cautioned against
a “diluted Catholicism,” even if such
a situation would help speed over-
all Christian unity. “Such Catholi-
cism would only weaken the Church
of Christ” he said.

~ Speaking to a weekly general audi-
ence on the theme of the “reintegra-
tion of all separated Christians in the
one Church set up by Christ,” the
Pope observed: “We must not despair
if the ecumenism promoted by the
recent Vatican Council is arduously
slow and gradual.”

“There is no need for the People
of God to despair, although at times,
difficulties seem insurmountabie.”

chose a humsn language when he
wanted to speak to men, had to
choose a time and a place, and a cul-
tural and social environment, when
he chose to make himself a man, His
Incarnation would not have been true
and real if He had not submitted to
the conditioning of our nature. Can
the mission of Christ continue in the
Church if the conditions of {his com-
munity are neglected?”

There would be no objection to
ordaining women priests if the min-
isterial priesthood were nct some-
thing other than the priesthood of
the entire Christian peaple, the arti-
cle maintained.’

“If in fact the powers of the min-
istry were delegated to the commun-
ity, nothing today could prevent the
community from calling women to
the priesthood. But if the ministerial
priesthood, as the Catholic Church

* would have it, is by its essence an

‘other’ priesthood, the priesthood
which forms the men raised to it to
the likeness of Christ the head, then
the continuity of ftransmission of

- these powers could mot put aside the

positive will of Him who alone
chooses them and empowers them for
the ministry.” .

The will of Christ is manifested in
the Gospels, the article continued.

“He has chosen men, and to them

alone He has éntrusted the power of
continuing His mission in the world.

“Not even the Church could alter
or ignore this will, It is precisely
this will that founds the Church and
is the law of its nature and of its
existence.”

Yes, Says Woman Lawyer

Zurich, Switzerland — (NC)—The
arguments advanced in L’Osservatore
Romano against women priests are
“totally outdated and irrelevant,”
said Dr. Gertrud Heinzelmann, a
prominent Swiss Catholic lawyer and
champion of women’s suffrage,

She has authored two books on this
subject and presented a petition to
the Second Vatican Council asking
for the revision of pertinent sections
of canon law.

“Christ appointed Jews only to be
apostles; nevertheless no one would
claim that Jews only can be priests,”
Heinzelmann explained.

Christ “told only men they should
baptize; still worhen can do it today,”
she said. “Men only were present at

the Last Supper; still women partake |

of Holy Communion just like men,
There are many other good reasons
why L’'Osservatore’s position is un-
tenable, especially since women were
prophetesses in the 0ld Testament
and ordained deaconesses in thé New.
Arguments against a female priest-
hood taken from scripture ignore the
fundamental fact that social condi-
tions have since changed substantial-
1y, and are no longer applicable to
women's position today.

“T am convinced the day will come
when women will be ordained priests,
and many Catholic theologians sup-
port this view. With so many Protes-
tant churches now ordaining women,
the ecumenical trend certainly would
not be furthered were we to main-
tain views no longer acceptable in

i

modern society.”

Whoa, there Ma'am! We know McCurdy's hcis so many super values
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of bull-dozers to move it all out. .. but imagine what that contraption
would do to our escalators! Lady, leave your bull-dozer home! We
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scooped up. There's more than enough to go around! .. . But hurry!
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