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The Village of Song My as it
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was‘in early March 1968. Even at that time the commuxity had sustained

serious damage. An American division’s operation there began on March 16 of that year. An alleged
massacre of at least 109 civilians followed. Unlike most South Vietnamese villages, Song My had a large
number of stucco houses blending with the thatched houses in the village. (Religious News Service)

Chaplains View of My Lai

By FR. PATRICK BURKE
(NC News Service)

. Saigon — Although many explana-
tions of what allegedly took place at
My Lai on March 16, 1968, may be
attempted, no number of explana-
tions can amount to an excuse, This
sums up the reaction of Uniteq States
Army chaplains to the charges of
atrocities against Vietnamese
civilians, .

Vietnamese Catholic bishops and
priests hold the same view — that
the deliberate Kkillings of civilians is
morally wrong and cannot be ex-
cused under any circumstances.

The horror of the alleged massa-
cre in the small Vietnamese hamlet
is that women, children and old men

' Cardinal Visits Wounded

church we preach Christ crucified,”
Father Byrne added: “We do not de-
bate the morality of war in general
or the morality of any particular war.
Our job is to look after the spiritual
welfare of the men.”

Vietnamese priests, while adamant-
ly maintaining that all atrocities are
morally wrong, are skeptical about
the numbers. Having lived with war
for 23 years, a particularly dirty war,
they are shoeked to think that such
a thing could happen,

Perhaps more than the American
chaplains, the Vietnamese suspect
that the enemy propaganda machine
is working full time io blacken the
name of the U.S. soldier as a fighting
man who kills indiscriminately.

Terence Cardinal Cooke, Archbishop of New York and Viecar to

Catholics in the U.S. Armed Forces, visits wounded soldiers in a

field hospital at Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam. Cardinal Cooke
is on his annual Christmas trip’ visiting U.S. troops overseas.

perpetrators are tried and punished.

Chaplains pointed out there are
some V.S, soldiers now in prison for
deliberate violations of the rules of
war as proof that the U.S. military
1¢:1'oes not condone deliberate viola-
ions.

The chaplains pointed out that
every U.S. military man arriving in
South Vietnam is given two small
leaflets. One of them gives nine rules
for the proper behavior toward the
civilian population. The second one
titled “The Enemy in Your Hands,”
states plainly and unequivocally that
U.S. soldiers must comply with the
Geneva Prisoner of War Conventions
of 1949,

It states: “You cannot and must

rector of Church World Service, over-
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TAKE ADVANTAGE

- OF THIS ONCE-A-YEAR
OPPORTUNITY TO ORDER
STERLING PIECES

INACTIVE PATTER

If you have a sterling pattern that is on an inactive list this is your chance to add
to or replace missing pieces from your set. We have listed the available patterns
and their companies below. If you are not sure of your pattern name, just bring
a piece in and we will identify it. An order placed for any of these inactive pat-

terns may not be canceled. Please order by Jan. 31 to insure proper delivery.

FROM

LiSTS

Sibley's Silver, Fourth Floor, Downtown; orders taken at all suburban stores
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