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ObLTiiE RIGHT SlbE 
A Post Chaplain's Memories--Part 3 

Father Paul J. Cuddy ' -,'.":, : -.••'.' 
"> ~.*v. 

A | # Hiteks atterJBohJW:. became . 
aJ^tiio]iy?e_bo\mded 
office* % e aglow. ̂ Father, SgtTX 
* master sergeant in our squadron, 
wants to take instructions." 

Mjr. rea^jne»tls-soineti»ing-t never 
dreamed of in miy curlier priesthood. 
Despite the fact that the Air Force 
had supplied me with two wonderful 
secretaries and two superlative mili­
tary assistants, I had been overloaded 
with work: spiritual work, social 
work, counseling work, — and the 
eternal paper work of the military. 
Hours „were long. Sleep was short. 

"Good heaven's, Bob," I groaned," 
-"I haven't-got-time to instruct him." 
He was astonished. He was crestfal-
fen. He was silent. Then I added: "I'll 
tell you what You instruct him." He 
was flabbergasted. "Me!" "Yes, you. 

_Why shouldn't you? You've just fin­
ished the course. You understand the 
Faith: well. And being a Catholic 
means you should share in the work 
of the CTuTrcfiTWhy must it always 

?e a priest who-musj instruct? Bring" 
Sgt. X in so we can meet. I'll ~gtv«r 

"̂ you tbe material he-wttt-need^ You" 
instruct him. And every once in a 
while have him come in sp I can 
check his progress." _ _ ' .. 

The Sergeant had neither the intel­
lectual interest of Bob, nor his back­
ground, but he did have a speeial in» 
centive: a Catholic wife back home 
who would be delighted, not only thai 
he would share her Faith,' but that 
he should practice any religion at all. 
One thing is sure. He got a far bet­
ter, far longer and far more thorough 
course of instructions from the young 
neo-conversus than he would have 
gotten from me. 

At the 1958 Easter Vigil Service 
Bob and his catechumen sat in the 
front seat of the large chapel with 
two other candidates for Baptism 
and their sponsors. It was midnight, 
and 15 miles from Casablanca in 
North Africa. At the proper time 
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• they iM'^ff lwd-**^^ 
-*sentca Ills first c»t4chtfin|n».;&• Pap-

, Morefthan ten yejtf| latM^IJoun-
cil of Vatican tI/de*^jl:-«S||6aiiiig-
the lai^jJ'The-lMty derives BeTfight. 
and ,tPs: •fluty wiih respecf ̂ o Ithe 
appstolMe) f rorn their u#Can>: jwltlh 
Christ theHeacT. . . The ̂ ostolafe: h 
carried.oh through the fsi% ' :Hbpe; 

and charity which theJHOly Spirit dif­
fuses fit the hearts of all meijhbeiRi of 
the Church . . . On all Christians i s 
laid the splendid burden of working 
to make the divine message of salva­
tion known and accepted by all men 
throughout the world" <LaUy-rrAr*,,3) 

This Bob did eminently ^ so îiriiich 
so that along with his devotion to 
the Mass, to the Blessed Sacrament 
and the rosary, he brought lirt& the 
Church his fiancee, andnilsfcrother ' 
and his sister-in-law. I havte/always 
held the theory, that under; •&&&*$ 
grace, with most converts, the Faith -
is caught rather than taught;; 

4he community, the spokea- comes to * ctoW Ktfth * j»ray-
matt who articulates the fen* , er offered in the name of all 
tlment-, thopes,, de«ire«7al^br^thB-^}ehwnt-who-J»as 

R V PRV viMrvM-D i anrav djapositions of the assenftly. been designated t* preside 
y ? „ « VINCENT J.s GIESE m ^ i the people of, God 
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~_l"Let uslpray."' "With three 
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Mafcscalls the People 
to worship.- ' Wet, can either b e the, In-' 

The" call comes early, in ^ ^ ^ ' S ! ^ ! 1 / ? ^ ^ ! , : ; : . 
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over the assembly. His con­
gregation is sufficient uni-
tuA.to* «?« he can wMrir. 
in their name with time *«Wft-; 
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ALL IN THE FAMILY 
A Little Old Lady with a Message 

By Sarah Child 

simple Gradual, ̂  an^apjprov-
ed; hymn,\ appropriate to\ the 

• day., The Introit may be re-
citedbby all or, alternately 
with the' lector, Music, ..how­
ever, has a special power to 
create unity. ^ 

_j£fter kissing the altar, the 
priest goes to the presiden­
tial chair, wheje_h_e_makes_a_ 
sign of the Cross with the 
people as, the sign that-all-
are "gathered in the "name of 
{he Trinity. 

Then he greets his people. 
He 'welcomes them to the 

"Lit MS Prav" tells us*that-"?ceIii}l,,f!tion w i t h * * usuaI» j,et.us m y tens us tnax- t „ T h e L o r d b e wWh ^ ^ Wi 

With one of two longei^salu-
^tations, taken from the^Bpis-
tles: "May the grace of Our 

Entrance, Hte^ and immedl 
ately after a silent pause for 
recollection, but not until 
the asembly has been dispos­
ed for prayer. > 

Everything that has gone 
befoie — the entrance song, 
accompanied by a procession^ 
the sign of the Cross, the an­
nouncement of the theme of 
the Mass, the communal act 
of penance, and,'the Glory to 
God -~- has. been in prepara­
tion for the moment when 
the priest convokes the Chris­
tian community for prayer.-

we-are-about to experience 
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what it means to be Church, 
which is another way of de­
fining the Mass. 

The people are now ready 
t o celebrate the liturgy of 
the Word and the liturgy of 
the ' Eucharist. They ,are 

.ready to enter relationships" 
<e with Christ, with the .world, 

and ivith one another. 

Culminating in the^calF;to* ""' 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellow­
ship of the -Holy* Spirit be 
with all of you," or, "The 
grace and peace of God Our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you." 

There are tunes, particularly dur­
ing the rush and bustle of holiday 
preparations, that the m o v e m e n t 
about the house becomes so frantic 
and the pressure so great that we 
members of the fairer sex are apt to 
throw up our hands_in despair over 
what seems like a hopeless task. 

Sweeping up the pine needles for 
the 10th time on the first day the 
tree is in the house coupled with 
cookie* that won't brown, cookies 
that brown too fast, plus a package 
discovered after the trip to the Post 
Office are only starters. 

By noon, tome of us, me in par­
ticular, are growling at the children 
as if they were enemies In a not 
particularly cold war rather than re­
membering the ' reason for which 
most of this effort is being made. 

Spilled milk which is a daily oc­
currence at our house and over which 
I seldom blink an eye becomes.a Con­
spiracy against me, 

A "no" from either child seems 
like the worst kind of mutiny and 
even a telephone call from A neigh­
bor who only wants to chat a while 
seems—41ke—-willful -intrusion and 
waste of mytlme. 

Then to add to the tempest, the 2-
year-old obviously feeling like ho's 
been «hoved around enough for one 

day picks up the entire creche and 
dashies it against the wall, 

"What's the use?" I mutter repeti-
tiously asking for pity. 

I see the looks on the faces of my 
two companions in chaos and the self-
pity turns to shame for managing so 
poorly. 

And it is Just about that time that 
I remember my little old lady in the 
black coat. 

She came into my life about two 
years ago, remained there 10 minutes 
and left never to be seen again but I 
think of her often — and usually at 
times such as the one I've described. 

It was shortly" after our" second 
baby arrived and I was feeling trap­
ped. The elation of having a new 
member in the family had faded just 
a little and taking its place was the 
trapped feeling. 

My husband prescribed the remedy. 
A shopping trip downtown would 
help. 

But it didn't help. I made my way 
through the stores half tired and 
only thinking about going back to the 

-house-Avhera both children would be 
vying for attention. 

Perhaps a cup of coffee, I thought, 
and made my way into the cafeteria-
style restaurant of one of the stores. 

I found a table after going-through 
the line and sat down only to have 
an elderly lady immediately sit down 
across.fi"bm me without asking. . 

She never looked at me or at any­
one else for that matter, but pull­
ed out what was obviously a much 
read and dog-eared- letter. 

Her age I placed-at well past 80 
and she had that fragile yellow look 
about her that denotes-the fading 
years. Much too old I thought to be 
sitting there by herself with no one 
to care how she fared in the crowds. 
I drank my coffee trying not to watch 
her smoothing the pages, folding 
them up and smoothing them out 
again. 

It was if it was her only contact 
with other beings, that she had noth­
ing else mit these pieces of ptlper. 

How long, I wondered, since a baby 
had touched her face, caught her hair 
in his fingers, cried on her shoulder? 
How long since a little girl had need­
ed her to hear her prayers, to come 
running in the middle of the night 
when the darkness threatens, to kiss 
a finger pinched by a toy? 

I did not go bouncing home that 
day, changed miraculously to an un­
complaining mother by what I had 
seen. Yet from time to time the pic­
ture of her comes back to haunt me i 
— the woman that nobody noeded. 

prayer, the entire Entrance 

er .the priest\or ;|„.f 
commentator introduces tfie 

theme of the Mass of the,day. 
rite? has served to create an A communal penitential act 
atmosphere for worship, an- follows, as the people prepare 
nounce a theme, give a color- fhemseJSves for the Eucharist 
atioti and set a tone for the - by -acknowledging their short-" 
Mass, Which always'must be comings with sorrow and* an 
the expression and formation^ appeal f6r-forgiveness. . 
of the spirituality of the as* ' 
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sembled community. 

Every liturgy has its pre­
paratory—rituals——fr4)m^- a 
family reunion, to a New 
Year's Day football game, to 
tha liturgy of the Christian 
Church,, 

The ritual may be a fami­
ly project of decorating the 
Christmas tree or a parade, of 
roses through Pasadena be-
forf the game". Tor Christians' 
preparing to celebrate Mass, 
i t is the Entrance rite that 
sets the scene. 

Mass begins the very m o ­
ment that the priest walks in. 
He is THE "representative of 

646,000 Defend 

Prayers in Space 
Washington, D.C.— (RNS) — 

Some 646,000 persons recorded 
signatures on petitions support­
ing the right of space-traveling 
astronauts to broadcast Bible 
ijeadlnpKand• pjrayej&j. , , , , ; . 

'* Tnf s^natures'wer^'a'ccuhntf 
lated by Steve Gari)i6lse and his 
wife following efforts by a well-

own Atheist. Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair to ban such transmis­
sions after the flight of Apollo 
8 last Christmas, when prayers 
were read from the spacecraft. 
A court rejected her complaint. 

The priest invites the/peoV 
pie to r e p e n t their sitts: 
"Brothers, let usacknowledge 
our-sins, so that we may fee 
fit to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries." One of three al­
ternative forms of the act of 
penance follows. 

"The Lord have meWy '̂ 
now said three times (not 
nine) with response, closes 
the penitential rite. It is? not 
repeated if already "-included 
in the penitential' act itself. 

The G}ory hymn, when pre­
scribed, occupies its custo­
mary place but now be­
comes a resume of all that 
has gone-before. I t further 
emphasizes that the people-
are gathered in the presence 
of Jesus Christ, the Lord, who 
is exalted ,"with the Holy 
Spirit In the glory of God the 
Father," 

Finally, the Entrance rite 
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Drink A Cup Of Mixed Emotions 
Does N e w Year's Eve find y o u with mixed emotions? 

There's t h e nostalgia when "old acquaintances" get together 
recalling the good t imes of the p a s t or the happy a n d sad 
t imes of 1969. Or d o e s ' t h e spirit o f a n e w year m a k e you 
refreshed to begin agairtN. . or weary? 

Some may view 1970 w i t h anxious anticipation; s o m e with 
lone ly melancholy; sdme w i t h fear and insecurity at what t h e 
months ahead hold for us, o u t families, our. world. W h e r e w i l l 
w e be this t ime next year? W h o will be born, and who wil l d ie? 
W h a t changes or happenings wil l 1970 bring to our life-situation: 
school , career, marriage, home, problems, money, and health? 
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Weeks. 

are vastly different. Some two-billion people" iiiueT Hier70!s^ 
in the life of the Third World. Their thoughts are whether 
they will even survive another year . . . or if it's even worth 
it. Many look at their children (as we do) and Wonder, not 
what they will be when they grow up, but will they grow up 

Jia-Waiat -^nes JUfr hnlH tar a fffrjld w h o klJOWS Only 
illiteracy, poverty, and disease? 

Happiness for t h e people of t h e Third World' i s not t h e 
memory of the good old days, but t h e possible hope f o r a better 
future. .That hope is realized among the fortunate ones receiving 
relief, improvement, and self-development f rom the services o f 
missionaries. The chance for schools, chapels, medicine, and food 
i s t h e N e w Years's prayer o f countless Latin Americans , Afri­
cans, and Asians. 

. Will the Church reach them w i t h its services a n d good 
news of faith, hope, and, loyc? A r e not we , who h a v e been 
given more , held responsible for that answer? What can we 
d o ? , „ - • , -

First pray for a peaceful world: a world1 where m e n may 
l ive and work toge ther . for development; a world where t h e 
suffering-poor may find a lffe worth living; a wor ld where 
Christ may be born to "renew the face of the earth." 

Secondly, make a N e w Year's Resolut ion: that t h e de­
velopment of peoples be your personal concern, f o r if we 
as Christians, do not respond In helping t h e poor o f the 
world . . . we have failed i n our Christianity. -

The missionaries of the Church see , not jusj the challenge 
o f a new year, but of a n e w world. You can share and e v e n 
shape that vision by ytfur generous support of the Society f o r 
t h e Propagation of the .Faith. Start the N e w Year o f f with a 
gift for .others; please drink a cup o f kindness yet for tho goo& 
things you have had and the good t imes that b e ahoad. Others 
aren't as blessed. P l e a s e help them. -

u Enclosed is ray donation for the missions. Please r e ­
member m y special N e w Year's^ Intention: ^ . . . i 
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SALVATION AND SERVICE arc the work ot ^hc PocletyJltbL 
the Propagation of the Faith, Please cut out this column and 
send your offering to Right Reverend Edward 1\ OftiCarjii 

iVat4tjr*hmrt*torr*ei>fe^^ 
10001, or directly; to your local Diocesan Director (Name «i& * 
Address) 12/27/69 . '• \ . . •'• 
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