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Pxiest Defectors Are Crown of Thorns

By PATRICK RILEY -
(NC News Servlco)

Vatlcan City — “This is our crown
of thorns,” said Pope Paul VI of what
he called “a small but overly con-
spicaous number™ of priests and Re-
ligious abandoning their state of life.

Speaking (Dec. 15) td a consistory

* of cardinals, the Pope linked these
departures to “the uncertainty of the
priest about his status.” .

-Such uncextainty “concerns falth
ln the very nature of the priesthood,
the priest’s human and ecclesiastical
formation, his religious' and apostolic
tunction, his hierarchical and soclolo-

usual Christmas speech to the world
this year, a speech which in the past’
-has-been taped ahead of time‘by tele-

vision.-and radio for -prompt delivery '

on Christmas Day.

Instedd, the Pope is expected to
give a much lengthier speech fiom
his study window than has been his
custom on Christmas.

Speaking of priests .and Religioos
who_leave, their sacred duties,” Pope
Paul emphaslzed .

“We understand how complicated
and dramatic this phenomenon is in
each individual case. We understand

how wrong it would be to_pass judg-

~gleal—position;—his- —inner—and—outer
_manner of, life and his mlsslon in the
m em wnr!d

He drice agaln affirmed his de-
~determingticin to preserve the law
of priestly celibacy in the Western
Church, -

Vatican sources said this speech
would replace .his. usyal. .Christmas
speech to the cardinals, These sources
also said the Pope would not: glve his

Don_’é \‘

Vaitoan Oty . {NC) — Pope Paul .
has titged ‘Catholics not to bhe “too’
much . dismayed” l:y upheavals with-
in the Ohurch t ay.

Speaklng ‘at.a general audience
-Pope, Paul took fote of the' problems
facirvig. many. Catholics today but at
‘the same: -said that many of
these problems “often spring from

“Small mihoritles and very
often fmm soupces which ure -not at.
-all’ authorltatlve.” ‘

“The Pope 4n the early part of his
talk nofed that “a sense of .confusion
seems fo- spread ' even among the
ranks of the best sons of the Chuich,
at times even among the most studi- .
ous and the most authonitative. -

“There is muth talk of authentlclty.
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iment on the interior state of these
unhappy souls, even if the outward
manifestations of such desertions
-cause so much bitterness and ‘scandal
emong -the people of God, and in
themselves deserve fo be strongly
deplored "

His reason for mentioning these
departures was-“so that we may have
the aid of your common prayers that
they may not lack, wherever possi-

‘.Be stmayed by Changes

. but where can we find it at a time
when so many characteristic things,
even essential ones, are -questioned?
There-is much talk of unity, yet many
try to gb off on their own,

“There is much talk of the nposto-
¢ Iate; yet where are the generous and
- enthusiastic apostles at a time when

vocations diminish.and when_cohesion. -

e e

and the spirit of conqnest is weaken-
ing among the (;athollc Iaity itself?”

Despite the numenrically small
groups and modern means of publicity
which can distort the slightest facts
remnrkably, he said, “There ix still
.an. immeénse majorlty of healthy peo-
ple, good and faithful, to whom we
can give credit,

“Inideed it is to them that we turn

FAMILY

~ R

Vg I —————

Chrnstmas in the Old Days

BySthuld

ﬂlinlt sométimes of ‘Christmases
past bt only those before the age
elght. ‘The others tend to blur and
blena together and no particular year
stands -out ln my mind,,

Those Christmas Days before I was

eight blend together, too, but there
is no blur. The pietures I see are
rich ved velvet standing out in elief
against the homespun fabric that is
a‘cluld's life,

The.red&elueihnage comes-in part,
I supposé, From the wreaths my
mother would hang. in the front win-
dows dignaling the start of the sea-

d :the light they cast was
Wwarny and soft and as much ‘as I liked
looking -at them from inside the
house, it was: even better from ‘otit-
side, to start. up-the hill in 'the cold

irknies atch. sight of them.
Omehm T must! Yemember to ask

- iy mothef just when she threw them -

away. e

Sometlme anrl »*the week that pre-
ceded Thristmas: Day there was a
special visit to St' Augustine’s, the
church thnt seemed 5o large and now

1 and. old, Each year
green

‘e by surprise. I
kn,ow then that even 30

" yeéars lnter thie Hiét sight of a church

$0 trans{om‘\ed for the Christmas sea-

son causes me {o draw in my breath
sharply in pure pleasure.

Christmas morning with its gift
opening, new clothes and drive to
church passed in a flash, It was upon
the réturn from Mass that the day
would rev into high gear.

There was a-ritual about the after-
noon and evening that never varied—
into the car, each child with one or
two new toys that he could not part
with, .for the block drive to our pa-
temal grandparents. Cousins, aunts,
uncles — every one of them on my
father'’s side — would be gathered,

Grandma always placed her creche
under the tree. The top-of the upright
piano was loaded with photographs
of weddings, christenings, first Com-
munions and other less ordinary
events. Everywhere there were cro-
cheted doilles, "antimacassars, por
tieres and ¢ven crocheted omamen
tal cups and saucers starched to an
unbending stiffness in sugar. The
smell of the sour red wine that my
grandfather made in his cellar per
vaded the room, the decanter next
to the. pignolati, a Christmas cookie
confection covered with honey that
my qrahdmother made; 4 -

We children took turns pounding

ble, charitable aid.” - . -

Of priestly incertitude, Pope Paul
sald: “It is of the greatest importance

to give high teitimony to the great

majority. of the clergy who are strong
and faithful to their mission and to

their duty, andat the samé time to -

give again to every priest certainty
about his vocation, about his being

a person speclally chosen, about his -

sacramental investiture. . -

“It is of the greatest importance
to instill into him awareness of his
indispensable-relevance- to- the: pres:
ent time, to propose to him the way
of life, both evangelical and up-to-
date, which will help him to identify

proper to him, and to spread the
charisms of Word grace and example
to ;he community and to individual
souls.” ) .

‘Pope Paul, still speaking of the
priest, declared “His person must
be given dignity, thiough unencum-
bered with useless ornaments, and
his. voluntarily poor and hard-working
dafly life must be’ sustained by sure
“and adequate sustenance.”

{

with our trust and ask them in our
exhortation to remain firm and to
become moye aware and active. The
* Christian people must immunize and
affirn themselves by their own ef-
fort, silently and- securely.” » -

The Pope said that public opinion
today “is also formed by-a method
which .we would call a new one —
sociological inquiry.” He said this
method ' is “fashionable and presents
itself with a severity of method which
appears to be wholly positive and
scientific, so that the result of in-
_ quiry tends to become decisive The
fact becomes law.”

This happens, he continued, even

when if is a negative fact under study, -

“and the inquiry tends to justify it
just thé same as imposing a norm.”

close’ the top over the keys.

Dinner was hifts, with the chil-
dren “first. ile the others would
begin to seek out couches and chairs
to doze and rest, our parents would
be getting us together

Now the thind part of our Chrlst-” '

mas Day was beginning. The 20-mile
drive into the country to visit my
mother’s parents usually turned into
an adventure, it being late in Decem-

ber. How: deep would the frozen ruts

be in the dirt roads, how heavy the

drifting: snow? How many deer would .
we see, silhouetted against the snow- °

covered stand of pines?

Then fuxt l_se!o:e complete darh
ness we would turn in the driveway.
No-candles in these windows, only the .
Tovély glow of the kerosene lamps al
ready lit and ‘the waiting arms of '
Gran dpa, & young aunt and -
uncle and an even younger aunt just
my own age. Another tree, more
gifts, Anothor table Iaden.

And much later guided by a flicker
ing lamp up the stairs we stumbled
to dream. under patchwork quilts-of -
the frozen creek next to.the_house
just perfect for sliding on’and of the
trip.to the.pond fo. cut pleces of jce
for the ice cream freezer.

-~ —himself - with - the mystery that "is

" Professional Santa Claus Jean Apperson s1ts patiently beneath a

" hair dryer during the finishing phase. of his weekly shampoo,

bleach, setting and styling of his silvery hair and heard. Apperson,

who has been playing Santa for 31 years, gets his heauty treatment
in Denyer, not the North Pole. (Religious News Semce) Lot

ON THE RIGHT SIDE

A Chrlstmas Meditatlon

By Father .Paul J. Cuddy

The stable of Bethlehem

has no tree, no decorations,

no blinking lights to prettify,

nor pretty”boxes with toys and socks.

The Baby’s bed is not bedecked
with a baby boy's blue blanket.
It has no vamlsh It smells of dry

and othexj feed for sheep and donkeys.

The Baby's, food is from His Mother’s
breast.
As Christ sleeps, Our Lady and St.
Joseph
munch a simple Christmas fare of
bread. and goat's cheese,

. a bit of fish and sup of wine. . )
And yet this“cgve so dark and stark

God’s calm Spirit pervades.
For Infinite Love is Incarnated
in the Baby Jesus.

And God’s Spirit joins together Jesus
- and Mary and Joseph
in one great love,
Not with stuff that perishes, ,
ads. beli

’

‘brings happiness;
but the gift that’
- of the heart
this is God’s love,
never to corrode or rot or dissxpate

In Christian homes all over our coun-

try
the memory of that stark mght is
recalled,

Alas, celebrated strangely by pretty_

“cribs -

so clean and colorful; so odorless;

celebrated by stuff piled high

as if love were: measured in things
material, -

In dull. incomprehension

these seem to say:

expensive toys and costly liquors,

sparkling trinkets, exotic smells;

laden tables and every flesh-satisfy-
ing comfort:

these are the Gospel of Bethlehem.

But the Gospel of the cave js other-
It is a di\(ine protest against utter

the piane-with the-adult-voites grow=
Ing louder and louder until one of
the men, usually my father, would

-4 e

Tomorrow would be the second

best day of the year. We had just had
the best,

N -that in most, cases “renewal’
a - process
','thatli) of radical transfomation.

 initiatives; by

perseveres; the gift

men
'wh%' love and serve- in

magazine, a

,' ’, y <, )
ber of. the Natxonal Councm ot _

Churches.. .. -

book's underlylng thesis ls
.The book’s mectmes.

of redecoration rather

For this reason, the authors assert.

* réfiewal - programs promulgated for'a
deespregd *Church body from a ceft~
- ‘tral admxmstratlve
< little chani:e of retaining long~term

: .vitaliw - N

'I'.hey see more hope in localized TE-
newal . efforts. following grassT00ts

tercommuiiication limits the effect

——r———of-Such—efforts-and ultimately leads

to “be-wxldermentz: and frustration.”

Consistent with their view of re- _
newal_as, a survival mechanism: for
the institutional Church, the author's
describe the. “undergroun * church -
as-a “reactionto,renewal” rather than -
a part of it.. oo

starkness. i <

It is a ‘lésson that even in poverty
happiness abides

where there. is love and self-giving.

" . And by inversion there is a lesson

this affluent nation has yet to learn:

that material stuff corrodes and rots

and dissipates
but the things of the spirit: love and
truth and beauty,
flow eternally from the Incarnate
' Christ
“from Whom and through ‘Whom and‘
in Whom

All good things come.”
And our greatest Gift is the Word

made flesh
Who still dwells amongst us

That Word continues enfleshed in
irit of
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TO TURN IN YOUR ©LAB

Bv Kim Larsen

Many participants in the White -

Hoiise ‘Conference on Food, Nutrition,
anil Health expressed severe criticism
of President Nixon’s address befofe
the gatliering of more than 3,000 per-
sons )

"fact that people are hun-
U te;i States. He asked for,

The famlly assistance plan, which
- will assure poor families of some in- -
of the food stamp -
d establishment of a Com. -

lem, shortly after Ni:(on left the con-
ference hall.

Many groups attendmg the confer-

‘ence let it be known that they are
- quickly tiring of .conferences, They -

want action, Nixon- did promise dc
tion. But so far there has been only
more talk. a0t

- The complalnt thnt Nixon sahl noth

} %he necessary re-
:fto o\iert‘:onle hunger. :

oL

porthy,

rumimg beo le’s l es is note-

fﬁet‘tha izbn i w:lh to
government out si- -

I-Ie did not, however, offer any
suggestions how this might be done.

There are many ways in which the
poor and hungry can contro‘i‘thelr
own lives, For instance, if i ‘
the family asgistance plan goe
effect, the goor ‘should _not be. 'zi'

F YOU

CASH CREDIT CALL YOUR

O NOT KNOGW YOUR !
GALL 545 Sllféﬁ MRS. i

WHEN

leadership have .

ut find that lack of in- ,

g

i

p—

] 'Daﬂen 1
,rebble,(Ht
inston; 196

ale, hd

The Countdow
k Florence

(Houghton Mifi
_ :Complete dinner
Sfor the spaceage |
preparatlons time
. minute, - Science

’ | nolsg%m& _

Dona Felisa, M

: This unusu

woman has bee

mayor of San J

- Rico, for. 20 years
. and Biongaphy

. The Unperfect
_‘Milovan _ Djilas
. 1969). Aformerl

" Yugoslavian Com:

refiites the ideol
‘munism as a po
“Business and Soc

The Black Badg

". Frank Gell (Ha

Exposes the
apathy, manipulat
‘ruption that traj
(and sometimes
“worker) in our -
tem. Business

. Science,

The Feminized
Patricia Sexton
1969). The unfor!
-on males of havir
men classroom tes
cation.

The Golden
"Europe 1598-1715
- Ashley (Praeger;
1y, well-illustrate¢
the people, wars;
and political ins
_Europe in an era
change. History.

. The Plague
Greer Williams
wimmtoges“oi

:the News t
Herman Dinsmore

‘sz, -

l.ou IOI
Ill llaya
';& Groﬁofruil

- Houvwbon,

_(Specnl) ‘Tlns
“lutionary gupefnnt
'.tv'etyone o 18, sudde
 abotit, hte:slly tho
';;thomands of” oopie:
-passed from , hand
i&sctones, . pl;nts—
k toqghouﬁithe us.
Word of its sticces:
e, mldﬁre. @ecaus
fet’ tIﬁt really worl
e tnmomals ifi-our ¥
n"thé success of tlu
ditow it exactly; yo

510. pounds in 10 day
e fio weight -loss
uf days. But you
W
réafter  you' wi




