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few yeers ago the reachon ?0 com e ’
on ‘aHhe wxdely pubhcired “Kée

But lstely we read ‘liout:‘concerned Ch
& “Let’s get Christ out of Christmas”. They'put 1t flls way: “tet
_Opkeepers continue wlth greed “let -the passlon for greet-

'-;&'gs,m and holiday grog go on, "hut let's protect Our Lord by

coni:endlng that He woul& '-huve m),‘ éi?stt.o&t, >

) i ] uﬂﬂessly as He condemned
the: eommerclsl pmfsningof ﬂle Temple,

There is another side of this reform movement: some voices i i

decry the sentxmentality which marks even our churchly obsérv:
ance of ‘the Lord’s blrth They hold that “‘elaborate and tasteless
decorations” in thi “chiirches, and the “almost-worship of the n-
fant” are as phony to the real Christ as is the annual home-com-
ing-of the faithless folk who jam into Midnight Mass. One critic
even wrote: “Christmas has become a charming bag of religlous

sedatlves to soften the blows of a hard world.”

How each of us finds meaning in Christmas is determined, I
suspect, by our personal intellect, our traditions of family, our
ability; to let the awe for the mysterygof the Incarnation penetrate
~ the surface festivity. We may tire or perhaps be frustrated under
pressures of getting ready for the feast, but-we know, each in his
own way, that to despise it all is to smear an autlentic part of our
life-~to dény the fact we are members of the family of God
marking the birthday of our Brother.

The.coreot the Incarnation is the marvel that within our life-

time God is still mysteriously present in our woyld. We know He is
still démonstrating, often behind veils we cannot plerce with hu-
man eyes, that He cares for our society. Such mystery is the core
of Christmas. Not just the mystery of how the Almighty came
~ into our history at Bethlehem; but-also the shattering wonder that
He is still mankind’s best and last hope. So Christmas is not the
false gesture of “Let’s pretend we’re back in the- stable” but a
hope:filled declaration: “He came to us as the Lord of all things,
spiritual: and material, and is still asking for our love.”

Christmas will be relentlessly honest, no matter how we
clothe it with frivolous and sentimental diversions, if we bring the
Christ of the first century into the affairs of the twentieth Christ
must not remain imprisoned in Christmas-past. He came to call
men of every century to new life, to new love.for each other, to
new virtues and higher ideals than society would normally aspire

- to.

-Christmas this year, when all of those divine 'commitments
are 50 desperately needed in our sick society, can be "a hopeful
feast if we see that the calendar-renewal of. His coining challenges
uhs :.oeart;eﬁee His ldnd of justice snd Tove in_our indivldual cell

© We can liberate Christ-from the pe;.nersions of Christmas not
by trying to take Him out of the feast or-to hide Him away-as..

though He would & offended by our holiday, but by asserting His il .

lordship over our times. One sensitive clerie, writing recently on

the theftie’'of improving' the ‘Christmas-nood sald: “Negotiite.to -

get the Beatitudes posted alongside the Shepherds, plant a Cross
beside the Creche, Jesus' invitation to poverty beside the mer-
chants’ pitch for possessions”.

It’s not hard to add: other suggesﬁons ahout asserting the
message of Christ at Christmas: It's a time of loneliness for many
who have io.family or must be away from home. So ‘special visits
to aged friends, to-a shut-in, to the recently widowed, to the bed-
ridden, could be a Christ-like compensation for the hours most
of us will happily (but less-usefully) spend-at parties next week.

Many of us.give expensive gifts only to the ones we know,
persons who usually do not desire or need what we: choose for
them. The truly needy, the unknown and forgotten paor are all
around us, within reach of a personally delivered gift or a charity
sent through an agency. Read our list of the unfortunate families -
on pages 1 and 2, who need you more than your friends do. Or
Catholic Family Center offices in Rochester, Elmira, and Auburn
will help you select a needy family. Give them a call.

Bethlahem. speaks to us of family love,.marital fidelity and
purity. Christ.can be asserted in our homes and private conduct
if we make tliis season a time for humble confession of sins and
amendment of our imperfect lives.

Mary and Joseph epitomize obedience to the vocational de-
mands that God has asked of them. That spirit of self-surrendering
generosity to the obligations of our state of life should be renew-
ed this season to show that God rules the direction of our lives.

—Father Richard T ormey

" Carols and Stores |

Two news items came from widely-separated locales last week
—one from Miesbach, Germany, the other from Rochester, N.Y.
Yet both touched on the same issue, related to the world’s celebra=
tion of Christ’s birthday.

In Miesbach, aroused townspeople overturned a ruling by the
local Catholic church council to bar the traditional “Silent Night”
in church services because it had been “overcommerclalized”

~ At about the same time, the Rochester Cotncil of Churches
had been asked by a committee of a member church, to ask local
businesses to tone down the use of traditional church music “used
to promote sales and profits.” They" sald Christmas carols were
used too often and too loudly in the stores. .

In Miesbach, the local pastor learned a lesson because, as he
put it, “the whole town was up‘in arms, defending the song” when
they learned it rhight be sﬂenced by a vote of the council.

' In Rochester, there may be a lesson of ‘a different nature. It
may be that businesses, reéfardless of .commercialism’s crass rear
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The cerdiml’s
expsnslve ‘work

closed the col
erestlo:yln June 1960

sion has issued numerous volumes of L

reports. S -

Eisenhower pol“ted out tblt‘ the
greatest  threat to  Ariérica ‘comes
. from within rather theo from-outside,
_sources, He sald Amold--Toynbe
o B M e

vely ng or
discovered ‘that 19 of them crumbled
from internal decay. - .

This internal moral breakdown ls
strongly emphssined by Csrdlml
Cooke. in his report.

.Calling violenrice a moral and soehl
evll the prelate pol ted ottt the
necesslty of distlngulsh-lug between
good and evil o

“The n needeo»speektletnth-
Tood & : ‘-teday'snll-

Letters

Silence on Smut
Called ‘Misguided’

Editor:

The editorial comcenﬂu pornogra-
phic motion pictures (n/g/eo) de-
serves comment because it condemns
-the tactics of citizens’ groups combat-
ting fxamoral movles and implies that

if we do noj e evil will disap-
pear. This is and misguided
thinking, ) .

. ”‘ )
exeinst- _public decency, m@ “the:
right of innocence to he -protected
and the right of dec,eney to be mib-
licly respected.” -

Pope. Paul oonﬁnued' “Do not let
your sense of liberty, - Christisn
“civilized ‘responsibility . be put to
sleep.” He warned that “a sense of
the ineyitable" should ‘not prevent

ponslblo péople -from presenting
“legitimate ‘and . effective oppositlon
to pornography and “eroticism”,

-1 helieve that it we follow the edi-
torial advice the :problem can only
worsen for community silence
plies community indifference or even .
approval. As for myself, I will do
what the Pope suggests snd actively
tight pornomphy

-—Nlelelu ll’obel‘, Rechester,
aber of -Citiiens for a

way: the freepubliclly ‘whie
plckeling brings 'Isg:ﬂeetlve” for
their trade. It is mot hindering. the
bookln;\ any film. — The Editor,

Péac‘—Mm‘
__Dra_w Support

seeming. - to -tar. aill war:
with one brush by calling th
niks, I am moved to point ¢
while the; mon:oﬁuw WAS -

cheered them  at home, are-intellic.
sople deadly serious about ‘en
1 for one see

ch«:ﬁraée .ﬁ‘&“‘}.ope in this, -~

But I am elddened by the tres =
ment we seem to- give the conscientl-

4‘7 [

ive -learn 4
~—that, neither imposlti

l,i and combat. them wherever
they are - found,” - .

“But _hatred of persons, lndeed
hatred - itself,” Cardinal Cooke con-
4inued, “must be seen as an irration-

t

slity because it slsumes “what i Tare-

¢ pufe wickédness of an

every . man’

Church and synsgogtl;ei the New -

York' churchman decla: can play

" a strong and positive role in the: pre- .

vention of violence and the presex&va-
tion ¢f soclal peace,

objectons. They sece a War carried
on by nation plously pointing to,
our commltments while at the same
time’ denying real equality to millions’
of people at home. They see a stand-
ing-army all over the world guarding
our commercial-interests. So we label
them peaceniks: or, worst still ignore
them.

Where is ‘our compassion? Our
Christian love? Where does a voice
rise in their behalf from our pulpits?

K you
. plea for- caneelled«

reslly s ’lifcél:seﬂmd ciglldh For

‘cannot see the gleam appy
gls.ﬁdren's - or hear the sigh of
relief from a wortiéd mother, or feel
‘the warm hmdshske of a grateful
father, ‘or seé the parched.lips of a

- ylek person as he wishes “thank you »

But all these are 'the “thanks” you
have made . possible..
these into words, but.. God sees the
time and interest yout have shown in

helping us help His poor-people-with
stamps..

your cancelled

" Please continue to send your can-
celled stamps, especially foreign and
commemorative.

~ Bre. Dsn Cnlen, osll.l.
Obhte Stump Burean
391 Michigas Ave; NE.
w:euuten, !_l.c. 2@@17

Word for Sunday

for-dicta-
- tion"will turn the-tide of evil. We
gust- search out {ogether the strains

“The instincts for good - .

tagonis ethni
-must be*'sought out. and evoked in- hut it

. ness to:

cannot put

. It is the role of
stimilste change- in- atti-

derstsndlng among men.
' Cardiiial Cooke clted three roles

for - relignon in combating violence: -
.peacemaker, pmphet and - hridge-‘

buuder.

Not only must the church et as a
bond between different social classes,
groups,” and interest ‘groups,’
ust' give efféective’ wit- -

th, <both functions of which
lead' to bridge-building, -the cardinal
explained,

Recognizing the need for change.

Cardinal .Cooke also said there is an
. equal need for continuity and relat-
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The Word of John Ran on Ahead

By Fsthet Albest Shsmon

\

Christ sa.w John th
.messenger”; - John |
hersld»un’worthy m s
of ssia; St.-

1 ptist a$ “his

sons, may have a/more sensltWe thumb on the pulse of the public

than some churchmen. They: kriow that the’average shopper—who -

also is the average Christian — has a special place in his heart
for-“Hark, the Herald Angels' Sing”. True, they use the knowledge
to sell — whlch in itself. 1§ niot sinful. -

Church people ‘'who obJect to the use of such music in such
plaoes only serve to insularize religion. To an extreme it Would

mwn“that sacred music should be heard only in churchec or, as- ‘

m othér places of proper trappings.

:n who - work all year lo g to bnng hri
owe a bit of gratltude S merchants \who,
g\ -the same message-to-pegple at x]
g open to recelve it. Perhalkit is
h leaul '

RN

© season-of Ad:

Thursday 'is

tion is almoy,

n was, “Brood

pers'
ith’ frunts befitt
chi- gke

3
X

X he ‘wrote,
o ) .

‘future . | . Religlon does provi
-tinuity among' the various steg of
life,” he wrote. ' :

promote peace and ule

. the preamble to

of i, "ut scat’bering it by
the lnght of § good works.John's trench- .

edness “We all need .a hridgé«trom
past to present and’ from’ nt {0

desﬁm;' and the'drean
nstitution;jand.:
an everincreasing love sud respect

for our féllow citizens.”

Eisenhower undersoored the,meed

for improved morality’ when he was.

asked what the jubﬂc can do to, help

‘ battle erime md vlo enee

“Only pare; cen ,reduce permia agm
siveness'in tH®: homie,” “he' said; by
supervising the reading, listening,

ading;  lis
and watching Thabits of thelr chll-
dren.” . , -
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" Bishop Hoga
as other prie:
- for e

BiSThOp

51

Bishop Hogin, i
ed as “a great joy

-dained five Basili

hood Dec. 13 at S:
dral in what was |
mony as Bishop of

The five priest:
the Congregation -
staffs’ St. John F'

Institute, are grad

They are Fsthe1
witz, Mlchsel P.
Kelly, Stephen R.
C. Mitrano. ..

Three of them |
ing their studies
Seminary this sen
ing at Aquinas. Ti
that Basilians hawve
at St.- Bernard’s.

Other orders. wh

Father Gregorio
be able to drive
now — ~-his Spani
in ‘Rochester pres:

gift. of a -car ;Dec
brated his 371!1 bl

5. lFamilies whd W
er with  other; fa
+ menical . basis wi

at 'l fonight (Fril
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