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“1 think it is regrettable that
we find it so dffflcult, or out- of

place, . to laugh or “to. create

laughter in the house of God,”

declared F auer -in an

article he . wro .

issue of; “Toda arlsh.”
Fathet Bauer, i 1ndlng that

“God -did not forbid. us 0. be.

miilies, by lectora in
their' read ‘and - -anmotnce-

e’ ' videnc
Chnstlan Joy, than 1 have been
able to findin normal’ pamshes.

“One’ obvious feason for that

is, of course, that the retarded
‘do not  _have the inhibitions
F the “latest 'which sometimes afflict the rest
‘of our society. I say ‘afflict’, be-
cause I think it is regrettable
that we find it so difficult (or,
out of place) to laugh, or to cre.
ate laughter, in the house of
g;eaf-,- .God,” And I consider it regret-

table, because I believe that the

practice of religion should not
only be joyful but enjoyable —
not entertaining, but enjoyable

lesser -fear -of laughter on the and joyful.

part of the pmshloners.

Attribuﬂn the’ latter to the
fact thab; “as little_children we
lesrned Ihat Ysughing and talk-

“Surely there is enough that

is sour .and dour in the world
today. Isn’t it too bad that so
‘many bring to Church the sour

in Church' was ‘a sin,’" Father faces that - for too long have

Bauer argued that since “now,
the spoken word is a prominent

'been ascribed to the saints and
the dour outlook that so mis-

part of our worship, it “seéms takenly has been identified with

that judicious
Church .should bé as legitimate

as programmed t'alking,'

laughing. in|sanctify? The holy men #nd
women of .the past were not sad
sacks, and sadness is not an es-
sential element for sanctity in

The chaplain at the mental the present, either.

institution here recounted his| "

experiences in using humoi in|

“Perhaps the most encourag-

the pulpit — with -the mentaljing affirmation of these facts
patients and with what he call-|is the momentum being gain-

ed “normal” parishioners when

ed every day by the singing of

he celebrates Mass outside the|folk music in our churches,

mental. inst;’a;tlon:

Whether it appeals to you or
‘not, you have-to admit that it

Among the'examples of hu- certainly is a decided departure
mor. from the pulpit. that were|from the stdate solemnity and

mentioned by Father
were: the use of a pair.of musi-
mbals to dramatize St

rtation on the need

“Bauer| the reserved renderings of the
past."Most of thé modern music
being used in our liturgy is not|,
gad. However it is not funny.

" disné
for true Christian charity; use either.”

of wonds like “Achtung!” to get
attention; giving a phrase in|.

“gift of tongt!es”‘ reference to
comic -characters such- as Den.

2 g

Mu &cllﬂsthn Joy 'thln li.
abkg gonnun ‘nor. |

have
mal’ parlshel.’

* “Humor in church simply
does not make sense to most
people,” he said of the latter
group. “Onceé.in a while a mild.
ly comical remark s madeé from
gxe pulpit. Then I a:lwnys ﬁnd
my van polnt 'how few peo-
ple ate: brave enough to manage
a wry smile,

© «r think the majority of them
are truly afuld » Fathex: Bauer
declared. "'l‘hey are afraid of
breaking the: ice of !ormalism
which ‘has. always surrounded
thelr worship.

"

Laity, -he said, “have.to un-

Spanish, Fnench Italian and sev- derstand, that humor is intend-
eral other languages fo perk up ed and th

a homily ~on the Pentecostal to humor is expected
a fynny thing happens on the
way to the altar, I am sure the
nis the l(emce or-Snoopy, and|Lord xpeécts  th

at the normal responst;
I |

T

to relax to be °natural® in this

in his ivory tower, any more

be used sparlngly, and point

A

.

“Some priests will surel‘y say:
Pﬁople _ wxll
ey

he reason the
kaﬁon won't laugh will
probably result from their lack

from the actual lack of humor
in the pulpit, I say ‘sense of hu-
more,’ because humor in church

Rev. &, Charles Bauer -

the clang of 'a cymbal in the

h . SMITH-CQRQN ROYAL REG $160 B B
.| pulpit may sound funny to you, T 3 )
ol o amy ot oY REmDED W-ELECTRIC PORTABLES _reon *107 _
°d congregalion, anc NEYil ;y MONROE COUNTY FOR AD- |- . ]
l o ‘ ' - - - '
ek nughed. They 2120 AL I cusscaws. oanr somtoms || wommow  $20-$35-550-565  onowar,
y|they were “in the right mood,'|| ALLOWANCE PLUS MONTHLY sub- || : ' e . _ ‘ - :
not just listening, but happy tol siov oiscusseo ar mrewview; | TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO. INC. ‘ -

listen, I think they really un-
derstood that ‘claiming it loud.
ly’ does not mean love any more

of a sense of humor, rather than|¢han clanging loudly means mu-
sic, I think they ‘learned a les-
son’ from that funny little act.”

" Prisoners’ ‘Wives
- Seek Pope’s Help,,

AT

Vatlcan City — (NC)~Tw

U.S. women have visited t

- -Papal Secretariat .of State

. enlist Pope Paul VI's )
their efforts to learn wheth

. their husbands, missing i)

Jaction in Vietnam, are livi

. or dead
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simply does not make sense to
most people. .

“I think the majority of them
are truly afraid. They are afraid
of breaking the ice of formalism
which has always surrounded
their worship. They are afraid
to break the isolation which has
always insulated them from one
another—and from their leader.

: :“’l‘hey would have not yet en-
tered into -the spirit of com-
‘munity which would allow them

‘supernatural’ situation. They
have not yet become able to feel]
‘at home' in Church.

And “of course, the priest
finds himself in a similar situa-
tion. He is not relaxed up there

than they are ‘down there’ in
their forma! rows of benches.

“He is not ready, spontane-
ously, to seize upon the oppor-
tunities for humeor as they pre-
sent themselves, because he, too,
is subject to a homiletic for-
malism which may cause him to
react like the amatetlr thespian
who obediently waits for the
script to state ‘“Here, everybody
laughs.'

“If you agree with the dic-
tionary that ‘to laugh’ means
‘. .. to feel or suggest joyous-
ness; appear bright and gay,’
then you can see the impor-
tance of laughter in the liturgy,
which surely should be joyous,
and of humor in the homily,
which ought to make us bright
and gay,” Father Bauer stated.

“To be sure,” he concluded,

pif should ever be an end in :
ifself I belleve that it should

‘edly.

—_— y © .
Knit Dresses
Newsy knit dresses break
onto the scene . . . lorrg,

. Iecm lmes, body moving

comf,orj and go anywhere-
antime practicdlity,
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.. . or after 8 in the morning or aftex’lunch or brunch or midnight

 Dishwasher! : '
An automatic dishwasher is a gift of time and love. For with a dishwasher you’ll

ing, rinsing and drying of dishes 3 times a day. Instead you will have hygienically

clean and sparkling dishes all the time. That’s because dishwashers use hotter
water . ‘and stronger detergents than hands can |
stand

what Better gift to. glve your loved ome than a

Lshwas[ller that keeps on glvmg e /
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