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Armed policemen aml barbed wire have tirned this street into a
fortress to control expected vioklence. Do such tacties, on either
side of a protest, help our demeocratic process?

Violence a Norm?

- America was warned last week that its cities may soon become
a mikture of “places of terror” and “armed fortresses”. This will
happen when the group violence-we have allowed €0 grow re-

. places legal processes as the usualway of pressing demands »

= The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of
. Violence is the author of that frightening prediction in its latest
. report on violent social protests in the U.S. At the heart of the
commission’s report is the historic awareness that protests and

conflicts between groups océur more frequently in times of social -

change. Since America has always betn: a nation of rapid social -+

change, violence is not new to it. But the commission’s concern was

with what it termed “the danger of contamination,” with violence

tending to become a style. It said, not-facetiously:-

“Given present frends it is not impossible to imagine an
America in which the accepted method for getting a traffic light
installed will be to disrupt traffic by blocking an intersection;
* where complaints against businessmen will call for massive sitins;

where unsatisfactory refuse coltection will cause protesting citl
zens to dump garbage in the street.”

Extend this pattern that violent protest will become the nor-
mal way of pressing demands and these events might mark even
church history: altar-boys protesting assignment to dawn Masses
might break all the altax cruets; the sophomore class who wanted
a rock-and-roll dance forbidden by the principal would try to force
‘her hand by locking themselves in the gym overnight with a rec
ord-player and stack of disks; a militant liturgical group who
wanted experimentation might break up the Mass with demon-
strations of such pastor-forbiddemn niceties as an offertory proces
sion, the kiss of peace, a rousing recessional hymn.

"y The commission spoke prudent words of warning equally. ap-
plicable to a home or the Church as to cities and universities:
; “Whether violence follows discontent depends on how effectively
P the institution responds to the threat of violence and to the de-
- mands for the redress of group grievances. What is essential is
.that when the basic justice of the underlying grievance is clear,
P an effort to make suitable meéasures of accommodation and cor
. rection must be made. The effort must be made even though other
“ . groups feel threatened by the proposed correetion. We cannot in-
e ——gure domestic-tranquility unless—we -establish justice«—'in a demo»
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Hunger and Anger

Last week Washmgton heard rumbles of discontent from the
largest gathering of citizns concerned over poverty since the
-small army of poor people entamped at the Capital for several
weeks a year ago. When Rresident Nixon called the White House
Confeérence on nutrifion and health he may have thought that was
enough to prove the administration’s concern over the hunger that
afflicts some 16 million Americans. But nearly 3,000 non-poor con-
ference participants showed desperate anger when they discover-
b ed he was ready to offer neither new promises, action nor cash to
. : feed the hungry.

Referring to a promise he made last May to “put an end to
hunger in America . . . for all time,” the President bravely declar-
ed: “I not only accept the responsibility — I claim the responsi-
bility . . . Our national conscience requires it.” But he refused to
be pushed into “an empty gesiure or symbolic action” right now.

The -conference demanded that the President declare a “na-
tional hungexr emergency” and provide immediate food programms
to meet it, including more free food stamps for all poor people
this winter, more school lunches and a guaranteed annual cash
income for the poor. They cited how quick the government is to
set up “disaster relief” for such oceurrencés as floods and hur-
ricanes and asked the President to expand the disaster defmition

; to include hunger.

i The White House approach is that the best strategy for hedp-

- ing the needy is a total overhaul of the U.S. welfare systems. It

- says: Congress must pass new bills; renovate outdated systems.

New money sent to poor counties, broader food-stamp’ distribution,

: more hot meals for school kids are just patches on an old coat, the

administration insists. But the defenders of the poor protest ““Poor

. people can't eat paper; poor people can’t walt for promises. They
; are hungry right now." .
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b but they may have made a stronger impact than they knew. The

! passion and unanimity of these varied groups of non-poor who axe
50 militant for the 15 million hungry has signalled to the Congress
as well as the White House they must acknowledge a priority for
human suffering. This experience has shaken Washington more
intellectually than the muddy encampment of the Poor Army.

~...And Closer to Us

The same theme of arousing personal concern for the poor in
the communities of our own diocese is clear in the Pastoral Letter
.of the N.Y. State Bishops read in our parishes last Sunday. (Re-
prmted on this page). Our Bishops declare that the éxistence of
millions of poor people in our own state is made sadder by “the
growing bitterness and resentment of their presence among us”.
The peor, our BlshOps admlt have become the targets of “invec: -
tive”. |

'l‘here is no doubt that the rising tax-burden for welfare costs
in ‘each county and a prejudice against those poor who are black *
or Puérto Ricans are causes of this hoslility against the poor. But
‘ . how shocking to have our Bishops put their charge so directly:
~.* .. *“The dependency of the poor is becoming a source of divisiveness
rather than an opportunity for working together to remedy the
-fuﬂi[amental causes of poverty and to find&in slzaring, the mean-

cand. [
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heir: flu: I ﬂeﬁ is challenging. “We urge! you to Suﬁfu
¢ and voluntary programs directed at alléviat.
“poor people. 'We iige you to become pexson-
I loving znd atssisting the needy ”
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The conference members went ,hom@isappointed-and—eﬁtieal—»*

i Y

4

~ ticular note of the response of
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(Excerpts from text of the
N.Y, State Bishops’ pastoral for
‘Sunday, Déc. 7.)

Deatly Beloved in Chrlst

The sd¢ied liturgy‘df Advent
prepares. us to
mystery of God's
men. For it is’ ‘xii the ‘liturgy
that God speaks, to' His people

_and Christ still proclainﬂs His
gospel. ,

In todoy's\}ospel we take p)i'-

Jesus to the iriquiry of John the.
Baptist: “Are you the, ne who '
is to come?” He answered: “Go
back and tell John whgt you
hear and see: . the. blind see
again, and the lame walk;lepers
are cleansed, and the dedf hear,
anid the dead are raised to life
and the good news is proelalm
ed to the poor.”

Jesus alludes to the he-
fiomena in the Old 'l‘estament us.
which were expected in the Mes-
sianic era, It*was to be a time
of healing and the conferring
of blessings. .

The work of mercy identified
the Messiah. The gospel narra-
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birth of Je;
Amgricans !
enigma in e
confounds our understanding‘pe
and challenges our mgemuty,

An affl@bnt ‘society has with- ‘.w
1in its very migst a shock‘«ing evi- -
dence of poverty, It i not only s
the -existence -of 30 million poor "This du
people that astounds us, but the Our 1
growing bitternéss and resent~.
mentcof their presence among .

What is most disturbing. o us what, |,
is that rather than, address our-
selves to the root causes of pov--

a just and equitable distribu-

’ st

tian charity
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students and facultyt

25—Midnight Christmas Mass—Sacred Heart Cathedral.
25—9:30 a.m.—St. Ann's Home~Christmas Mass

28—8:45 a.m.—Holy Family, Rochester—Mass and homily—
Homilies at 11:00 a.m. and 15 p.m.

Dec. 13—Ordinations to the Priesthood (Basilian Fathers) -
10 am. Sacred Heart Cathedral, .

14—12 Noon—Nazareth College, Alma Mater Chapel Maes for

16—12 Noop—Mass at St. Catherine of Siena, Ithaca, N.Y.

17—-10:10 a.m.—iazareth Academy~~Mass for students and faculty
1:15. p.m.—St. Agnes High School—Mass for students and facuity.

18—5 p.m.—Mass at 'Mercy Motherhouse
19—9 a. m—-Mercy High School—“Golden” Mass for students and faculty.
21—12:15 p.m.—Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Church

22—4 p.m.—Hill Haven Nursing Home, Penfield—Mass

Dilemma Traced Historically . = .

(NC News Service)

New York — Christianity began
hedging on its anti-war-stance when
the Roman Emperor <Constantire
brought Church and State closer to
gether, according to a pamphlet is-
sued here by The Christophers, a
movement concerned with individual
Initiatives in raising the standards of
public life,

Written by Joseph J. Fahey. who
is on the faculty of the Department
of Religious Studies at Manhattan
College here, the -pamphlet explains
that when Constantine recognized
Christianity as the official religion
of the empire, “The Church became
ﬁl;vrsely linked with the civil author
--¢As such, -Christianity attempted

1o develop an application of the law

of love that permitted legitimate de-
fense of the innocent against unjust
aggression.”

This caused a dilemma for Chris
tian thinkers who sought “to recon-
cile the fundamental dilemma be
iween love and violence,” Fahey
writes,

Word for Sunday The Good News Is in Everyone
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Augustine, who ‘believed that ome

“could be a Christian. and kill His
enemies -because - the--destruction--of-——-

the cnemy’s body might actually
. benefit his soul,” developed the “just
war” theory and Thomas Aquinas,
who “believed that social violence
was a necessary evil,” reshaped it.

The pamphlet traces this Chris
tian dilemma up to, the present,
which is facing the possibxlity of
nuclear annihilation.

“In our times when nuclear wea
pons have added a new and horrify
ing dimension to the quest for peace,
the Churches and their theologians

The Fathers of the Councll
exhorted us to share the sub-.

* ize Cﬁﬂshan aﬁ

---having-taken a stronger stand ih He
" hdlf of peace,” butc he says “there

make the poor- g

Today, we' have - g

o Nevertheless, the - decisxon/top
uffer. the. «eost

€ of a bilanciE budget see
e of qur goods, mot. only yoh unjist andl insensitive. "
] . superfluous. The ‘indi-

vidual Christian and ‘the Chuirch
must give a witness of the spirit challenge, How shall'we . accept,
erty, to direct our energies-to of poverty ‘and charity. “Chris- hew shall we respond tq the
truly extends to all many who are-.poor. among us?
tion of the goods of creation, withou t distinction of race, It must'he aresponse motivated

differeﬂ‘t '

We urge you to support legis-
lation and public and v( untary
‘programs directed
. ing the miseries of,p ;
We urge you to become per-
sonally involved in knowing; l;ov-
ing and assxst.ing the needy

* THE GUYS THNK IT5 GREAT THAT YOU DECIDE
TO FOLLOW THROUGH AFTER BREAKING
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Christian churches, Fahey notes,
“have been justly crititized For not

is mounting. evidence .. . that this
will ’not be the pattem of the fu-
ture.”

However, Fahey wamns, “it Is im.

portant to note that statements, even

by lesding Church hodles—however
hold ?d soundly based~are no more
than words. Only to the extemt that
Christlans respond in action :to the

challenging words of their leadership

will man’s historic quest for pemce,

betome an attalnable reality,’ Fehey
emphasizes.
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Chance to Help
~ Indian Chddrem

Editor: ; o
Would your readers like to glad/

den the hearts‘of some smail Iodian
childréen at Christmastime? Plems
send them some candy and & smcall
toy.

Would they like to show that they
really care abouit Amnierica’s most neg-
lected race of people, the Imdiaras?

_ 'Then please send clothing, all kirnds ™

ind sizes, bedding, towsls, canzied snd

are beginning to re-evaluate-the-hds— . — —The—author- 'suggests-—that* ine

toric Christian attitudes toward war,”

" Fahey writes.
He points out that the major de

nominmations  have réjected total
nuclear war. “The universal father
~hood of God, the common brother
hood -of man, the consequences of
violence and the necessity for wordd:
wide peace-keeping institutions are
of common ¢oncern teday,” Fahey
says. .

By Father Albert Shamon

We hear so much talk today about
identity crisis. Who am I? What am -
I? Why am I? And so on. It is im.
portant that we know who we are,

Physically, if a person thmks he is

well — but is not — he may do what
he ought not to do and drop dead.
On the contrary, if he thinks he is
sick — but is not — He might just
as well be dead. Psychologically, -it
is equally important that we know
- who we a¥e. “Know yourse sxas
the advice Socrates gave tht:se
ing perfection 1 .

So the Churéh spends three of the
—~four-Sundays--of —Adven
John the Baptist, Last Sund
identifiéd John ‘as “his. hiess
This Sunday, John identifie

“Just who are you?” he: was asked.
“Are.you the Christ?” A man. clothed
in soft gatrrents would have stiate

. tlie opportynity of being mistaken for .
—the Messia, A Teed. would have been e

’i the desert.’ "Ah
way for snother,

nfessed, Wwas ‘Oneé:
straps I am not even WOrt
faste;t »

see.me.

/

John, “just who are you?” might well
be asked of each of us. “Just who are

im. ___ we?" Oliver Wendell Holmes, in “The

" Autocfat "of the Breakfast Table,”
" speaks of three “me’s” — the real
me, theideal mé, and the peoplé’s me.
The real me is the way 1 see myself .
The ideal me is the way T want to be,
The ; peoples me is .the way others
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dividuals do all possible to promote
peace, He gives nine- short sugges
tions for individuals:

Learn ahout peace; - promote peace
through education; bxeak the link
between viodlence and couxage; punc
ture the iyth; shape public opinion;
cooperate * with, others; vote for
peice; support the U’nlted Nations;

ei)com‘gge true patrlotlsm.
=
i
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he is or what other p‘"eople think he-

is or what he really wants to be. So

-what? .Johh came to preach the good- i
news. And you lcnow the .good news’ }

-

: Everyone

dried foods to

- Rev, Thaddeus Searles ST

Most Holy Emry Indisn Mission
Rt No. 4, Box 37 ;
Phil_adelpy;a, Miss. 39350

Smell parcels-cost very little, snd
will bring so much joy. The toldins
green weighs ﬂne least,
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" August, ¥

haby ; gitl-:who
- her fihgers in- th
birthday cake. ‘
Last, week. Barbz

Journal called her

est member of '
ily.. Homeless- no 1

Barba;a

,wasm

' white .parents, .wh

caré of the Cathol
and despxte the 1
““such 'd dainty 1
brown eyes,” she
a family to call he

Barbara is-now I
Mommy ‘and Dadd
brothers and siste
farm house with

¢

Fair, petite Mae
born just eight we
twins, they are chi
white parentage.

So cloge to .Ch
girls need adopitive
give them love, |
security.

Bright-eyed amd
is-all black and all
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Fivé Aqulnas I
wlll be ondalned {c
10 am; tomorrow,
Heart Cathedral by
Hogan.

All five are me
gregation of St I
Aquinas and St. Jo
Three of them hav
Pt o .
con I3
nard’s Seminuy

The new priests
ald E. Benwifz, M
and-Stephen-R: -Ma:
- faculty; James J. K
Mitrano. Fathers .
were graduated fro
The other thx‘ee wi
8, &

“Father vaenwitz
and Mrs, ‘Gerald F

‘Chili Ave. “He took
Basilian Fatht;rs rht;

lege He will cong
for the master of a
Notre Dame. Uriver
will "be celebrate
church on Sunday,
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