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BlShOps on Celibacy

 Worth Studymg K

- 'No' subject but 'l‘he Pill has come upp 5o frequently in press-

articles and group conversations over thae past year as priestly
- celibacy. The discussions have centere( o»n the value of changing.
- the' long-standing discipline that priests smay not be married.

T

. the option of marriage or bachelorhood h-as been emotionally pro-
pounded as the orily .answer {o the personal problems of many
valuable men in the Church. The blessing of loving a woman and
being loved so that the cleric may feel hinself fully a man has
been seriously gloxified as necessary for a joy£ul and fruitful style
of life.

The Vatican Council in 1965, Pope WPaul VI in 1967 and the

U.S. Bishops also in 1967 offered the Chearch very ¢clear and firm - -

_The physical and psychological practiicality of offering priests

., Following are major excerpts from.-

(Part 1 of 2 part serles)

the text of the Statement on Celibacy

~adopted (Nov. 13) by the bishops of
, the United States at their seml-annual.

micéting in Washington, D. C, '
\ ntrptom—- A

We are well aware of the develop-
ments of recent years and ' months
which ‘have led to confusion regard-
lng celibacy in the Church of today.
Mo —been
withdrawing from the ministry and
marrying, some without dispensation
from their lawful obligations, -

Small groups have affirmed that
they consider themselves free to ex-
ercise their priestly ministry even

, after marriage. Opinion polls are pub-

licized to indicate that significant
numbers of American priests and lay
people favor “optional ce_li’l_)acy." —

-~ —statements—that-celibacy,although—mol—of dviné-or—Seriptural-
origin for the clergy, was a “revered teadition” to be accepted
by all not only as “a requisite of Church law but as a precious
gift which should be humbly sought of Ged."

But the clamor for change, chiefly ime support of those priests
who felt compelled to leave their vocatiom hecause they could not
live happily any longer as celibates, has grown almost to a rodr.
Opinion polls have indicated that large numbers of clergy and
laity are not convinced of the value of the prohibition of marriage.

Last week the U.S. Bishops gathered in their solemn semi-
annual meeting produced a new document agiin defending celi-
bacy and by a two:thirds majority vote issued it as binding on all
dioceses. (Sections of the Bishops' staterment are printed on this
page.) . . _

Bishops who leaked information about the dlscussion which pre-
ceded the voting revealed that there was a greater variety of
opinion from the prelates than there had beexs during the celibacy
debate in their assembly two years ago. A reading of the state-
ment shows an awareness that national - cerical uneasiness and
the extra-church marriages of a steakily growing number of

priests have produced a 2 more vexing worry than the Bishops faced

before.

But in the statement the hiersrchy -offers no hope that they
will plead with the Holy Father or thei-v brother hishops in the
world for a change in the current distipline. (“Fhe needs of the
Church and the world today, far from persuading us to relingquish
this tradition speak to us rather of the ur-gent need for the charis-
matic witness of priestly celibacy”.) The Statlemment insists, though,
that they have no intention “to foreclose free and rcsponsible dis-
-cussion-of -these issues.” -

«

The Bishops firmly put their convic&ion on celibacy in terms
that the general good of the Christlan co-mmunity must be served
even at the sacrifice of some good men. They speak understand-
ingly of the personal problems besetting the troubled priests but

-clearly believe thrat a man cannot give God “total availability”
for the work of His kingdom without ce=libate unselfishness.

.‘The Bishops say: “In the Western €huxch the link between
priesthood and celibacy is not the resmlt merely of theological
reasoning, nor of law, but of the life experience of the Church
.+ .. The decision-has survived several severe crises and has been
reaffirmed with the general support of thee faithf

To be able to discuss this issue so witl for the happiness of
many priests who may be Wavering or mave already gone, every-
one should study the reasons the Bishps hive presented reaffirm-

ing their commitment to this discipline~ Their reasons, opposed .

~—to the much publicized actions of the priests who have chosen

~* +  marriage invalidly, may clanfy the bowRldering confusion in the

American public.

Stand Unchanged

Another much-asked question these days is: “Where does the
LChurch stand on ‘the Moratorium? Why -didn®t the Bishops’ meet-
ing produce a leadership statement on Vaetnam?'®

Cardinal Dearden of Deétroit, speakking as president of the
hierarchy, just as thousands of people weere converging on Wash-
ington for the anti-Vietnamese-war rally-, declared last week that
the U.S. Bishops had spoken twice on th=e sabject of Vietnam and
did not believe there were “any new eleements to add to what we
have already said™. He added: “We don't feed that we need to pass
a moral judgment on a matter that is in great part political pelicy”.

Lest the Canrdinal be assailed too reughly for distinguishing

between moral and political issues, Let's reprint what the Bishops

- puunihmpeollecﬁvepastopalrﬂumml Lifein Our Day, in Novem-

ber, 1968. They suggested that there are ‘“moral lessons to be

learned from our involvement in Vietnamn that will apply to future
cases”. Included among these in their Qocumment were:

“Military power and technology do mot suffice, even with the
strongest resolve to restore order or accomplish peace. As a rule,
internal political conflicts are too complEcited to be solved by the
external applicatkon of force and technol=ogy™

“The realization that some evils exdsting in the world, evils

such as undernutrition, economic frustraztion, social stagnation and

+  political injustices may be more readilsy sttacked and corrected
through non-military means, than by milibry efforts.”

“The bishops also asked poignantly in that same pronounce-
ment: “May we not -hope that violence willbe universally dis-
credited as a means of remedying huma-n ll]s"”

Thanksglvmg Idea

. . Next Thursday many parishes will lhold special Thanksgiving
Day Masses, encouraging parishioners teo sanctify this holiday of
our awareness of God’s blessings by be=ginning the day with the
Eucharist. A new set of prayers and reacdings never before offered
for worship on-this annual feast will do much to lift participants’
minds to the meaning of their grateful melatIonship with God.

Instead of having only the chalice and hosts and wine and
water cruets brought to the sanctuaary at the Offertory in the
Thanksgiving Day Masses, wouldn't it bee better to have material
presents _represemting our fortunate afFluemace presented to the
Church for the poor of the community?

Between now and Christmas there will be laudable concern

about bringing some Christmas joy to the underptivileged and -

lIonely and unfortunate. Thanksngxng tizme, when we traditionally
count our blessings and revel in God’s lirgesse through nature,
would be.an appropriate occasion for beginning to pile up for

All these developments receive

such sensational coverige in the news . |

media that a calm and objective
handling of these problems has be-
come difficult, .

In our dedication to the common
good of the Church, we see two prob-
lems of- ¢specially grave pastoral con-

. cern:

The first-is the deep anguish -of
those priests who — in varying cir-
cumstances — find themselves in a
personal crisis over their commit-
ment to celibacy and continuation of
their ministry in the Church.

The second is the bewilderment of
large i
clergy and laity, who are saddened
ahd confused when they hear that
priests, some of them personal ac-
quaintances, -have left the - mimstry
and married.

At the same tifne it appears that a

‘growing number of both clergy and
laity, especially among the young,
are not convinced of the value of the
present disclpline.

These troubling developments re-
quire of us both —pastoral teaching
and action.

In the present statement it is not
our intention to foreclose free and
responsible discussion of these issues
which. sericusly concern all Catholics.
We believe, however, that much of
the current discussion. is not suf-
ficiently illumined by the Christian

faith seen in its historical develop-

ment in the Church.

And too of€en discussion centers
on the personal problems of the
clergy, rather tham on the general
good of the Christian community in
its mission tG the world.

An example of the oversimplifica-
tion of the question in recent dis-
cussions is the slogan, “optional celi-
bacy.” The issues as to whether th
Church should require commitment)
to celibacy as a condition of priestly
ordination, whether she should in
some cases permit the ordination of
men already married, and whether
she should permit a celibate priest to
marry and yet comtinue to exercise

- his ministry- ---these are-distinet-is.

\

Sues.

In the Western Church the link be-
tween the priesthood and celibacy is
not the result merely of theological
reasoning, nor of law, but of the life
experience of the Church.

The decision to require unmarried
candidates for the priesthood to' com-
mit themselves to celibacy as a con-
dition foT ordination emerged only
after a long struggle, and only as the
Christian consciousness discerned be-
tween priesthood and celibacy a cer-
tain affinity of major import for the
Hfe of the Church. This decision has
survived several severe crises and
has been reaffirmed with the general
support of the faithful,

Our own intention in the present
statement is to reaffirm our commit-
ment to this discipline.

POSITIVE VALUES OF CELIBACY

As bishops, our function is te bear
witness to the Christlan iradition of
celibacty rather than to construct a
theological defense of it. We must
nevertheless, as part of this witness,
eall- attention to several theological
principles. -

Jn this exposition we presuppose
and realfirm the teaching of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, of Pope Paul
VI in hisencyclical On Priestly Celi-
bacy, and our own earlier statement
of November, 1987.

It is essential that our reflection
on priestly celibacy not be isolated
from the mystery of Christ and the
Church and the needs of mankind. _
The theological and pastoral princi-
ple which should guide this reflec
tion is the truth that the priest exists
for the Church, and the Church exists
for the world.

The mission of the Church, like the
mission of Christ himself, is a mis-
sion on behalf of man. It aims to serve
the human person, his dignity, his
~freedom, his fulfillment. And it is a
mission on behalf of the community
of mankind.

The work of building that Church
as the co'mmumty of persons united
in Christ is the task'of all her mem-
bers. Still, Christ has provided his
‘Church with the special ministry of
leadership; to be exercised in preach-
mg‘ the word, celebrating the myster
ies, and formmg the Christlan com-"
mumty

Priests are called as brothers and
helpers of the bishops to share in
this role of leadershlp This is their
ministry, their service, their witness;
‘and it is always with reference to this
distinctive service of priests to the
Church and to ‘mankind that the ques-
tion of cellbacy must be consldered

numbers of the Catholic

Priests lie prostrate during ordination rites symbolizing thelr re-

nunciation of worldly pursuits, including marriage.

than the percentage of priests or Re-
liglous who do not persevere in their
celibate call. -~ -
Celibady is ordinarily viewed in re-
lation to marriage, and there is a
striking parallelism in the changes
affecting both forms of life” today.
" In both, there is a shifting from-an
" institutional emphasis towards a per-
sonal one. While marriage is still
esteemed for its role of continuing -
the race of man and his traditions,
the partners in marriage are more
and more  regarded ®from the view-
point of personal dignity and fulfill-
ment.

The celibate vocation likewise is
passing from a largely institutional
to a more personal emphasis Its
validity for the priest is increasing-
ly seen in the degree to which it
enables him to reallze himself as a
man. - -

In' a special way the priest is the
man fully and sacrificially identified
with the kingdom of Ged. He has ac-
cepted priestly ordination in order -
to proclaim that kingdom, to celebrate
it in the.midst of the People of God,
and to guide his fellow Christians in
"their individual and corporate pil-
grimage toward its consummation.

This role of furthering the king-
dom, however, does not remove the
priest from the secular concerns of
his fellow men. On the contrary, it
is precisely im the name of the king-
dom that he is called to be totally
available for the work of building the
community of mankind on earth
today.

In the light of this description of
the priest as a man totally available
for the kingdom of God already at
work in all human cOmmunity. priest-

i reyealed . as nd- .
1§" *@%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ&& "»Y%%i-‘ ‘tHe P aitbate
priest . the call..of the--kingdom, the.

vocation to discipleship, the summons
to vigilance and to eager expectation
of the coming of the Master, have
taken on the character of an impera-
tive.

What then is the invitation being
addressed to the Christian man to
whom God offers the gift of the cell-
bate priesthood? He is being asked
if he is willing to identify himself
in a special way with Christ’s king-
dom on earth, that is, with the ser-
vice of God, mankind and the Church,
through a dedication of himself to
tho deepest concerns of the human
family.

His fellow Christians, through their
bishop, are asking him if he is ready
to carry his identification with the
entire family of God to the point of
renouncing a particular family of his
own,

® Cehbacy does have both a symbolic

" and a practical valte for the Church’s

ministers. But its effectiveness is

‘neither automatic nor magical, It is

not .a spiritual thing which one puts
on or off at will. Celibacy is a way

-of being human, Christian, priestly.

It is a way of loving and hoping and
believing. It does not diminish but

. enlarges the priest’s capacity for love.

Gélibacy does not negate his personal-
ity or any of its parts.

Through his intimacy with Christ
in friendship and 'his relationship

‘with his people, his personality is

fully realized, his Christian faith is
nourished, and his human love finds
fulfillment

We ask priests who may be. waver-
ing in their adherence to this difficult

vocation to consider whether their

_total avallabilllty ftir ‘the task'

~ nests, but the Son

building: hisman colnmu ty‘\yill real
" ly.be enhanced by 4 mo? dd )
"Kind “of 'existetice, “T s ‘have

holes; -the -birds® of the. air their

these who nlentxfy h
ly with the radical
0" 0y

ry he "xe'brates, ﬁnd
r _nt when it is verl

Is not his 1dentificathxrw1u¥ﬂ

high priest and victim, profoundly at-
fected by the fact that his own body,
through his consecration ‘to, celibacy,

of the body of Christ which. i .the
Church? And is not the- prlést more—
strikingly identified with the family
of God as such, with the community
of mankind as such, by his willing
ness to forego a farmly of his own? Y

The needs of the. Church and *ol‘
the world today, far from . ad-
ing us to relinquish this trad tion,

' speak to us rather of the urgent need

for the charismatic witness of prlest-

- ly- celibacy. . 5

But if this nch potential of cell.
bate_ existence is to be more y
realized today, the factors which ‘are
quite clearly hindering its reahzatxon
must be honestly. faced. ' We can deal
here with only a few. of these fac- )
tors.

ii there is a relation, as we believe
between celibacy, community, au
thority and faith itself, then a crisis
in-one area is bound to affect , the
others. No one today would doubt the
existence of a crisis in each of these
-areas. Nor would anyone guestion that
the crisis of priestly life in its total
ity is cultural as well as spiritual.

(Continued Next Week)
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‘Word for Sunday

“The-World, a Bridge; Death a Door

By Father Albert Shamon

The Gospel for the last Sunday of
the Church year tells of the end of
Jerusalem (Matt. 24:15-35). The pride
of every Jew was the mountaintop
cily of Jerusalem, crowned with the
golden Temple that was the wonder
of the world.

One day the apostles boasted to
our Lord about the massive stréngth___
and thrilling beauty of theéir Temple.
Our Lord shocked themr hy simply
saying, “There will not be left here
one stone upon another.” For the
apostles this was tantamount to pre-

_dicting the end of the world. Anxious-
1y they asked, “When are these things
to happen? What will be the sign?”

Our Lord did not answer their
““when”; yet He hinted at many signs.
A last one would be, “the abomina-
tion" of desolation.”

' Very likely, this sign ‘was given
wheri the Roman legions invaded
Palestine in 68 A.D. desolating it.
The legion standards with. their
graven images were an abonmination
to the Jews.- When this désolation
and aboinination occurred, the edrly -

lated them when describing the fall

Mof Jerusalem.

Shakespeare sensed this harmony
between nature and history. On the
night before Caesai is slain, S e-
speare pictures all the world
of joint. ‘“Nor heaven nor earth 'have
been at peacé tonight. Most horrid
sights were seen: graves yawned, and
yielded up thexr dead; clouds drizzled
blood; ghosts did shrlek and squeal
about the streets.” Similarly,-all na-
ture would lament the fall of Jeru-
salem.

~ And yet — death is the door of life,
the seed must die to fructify. The
Temple must crash down to liberate
Christianity from Judaism. As long as
the Temple stood, the visibility of-the—
Church was obscured — Jewish Chris-
tians still observed the.Mosaic Law
(that_was why Matthew added that
they-pray-thei

‘- Sabbath: they . would have delayed

their flight_a day when speed was im
peratlve) Only after the Temple fell

ABOUT LIFE IN A VOLUNTEER ARMY.”

would “the sign of the Son of Man
(who is) in heaven” appear, cleazly
and quickly “Tike lightning "in the

sky. This sign is the Church - *“the
sign raised for the nations.” Her apos-
tles, like angels, procliimilg’ the good

news with trumpet voltes, womld
gather the elmgmhe four corners
of the eaith. .

The old order changeth 'B‘vmg wiy
to the new — the new that is mot
‘figurative and temporary; but'defini-
tive and permanent, “Heaven aill
earth will pass away, but my woxis
will not pass away.” .

Never aguin should the followers
of Christ attach themselves tfo {lie
things of this earth in such a way thit
their loss would be for them s

of: 'lﬁau'hasfnot :
(.M 820). -

hrasbeen given -over-to- ‘the-begetting - -

USRI

though the end. of the ‘world had

come.
The ne

~

"Chiirch ir"—‘“pllgrlm

[a— T

- pilgrims, The world is a bridge. “The
wise min wili pass ‘over. it, but He. vlll
not bnild hls house upon &'

_ Christians took the hint and fled for
, Safety to -Pells, in ‘I‘rans:ordan They
heeded not the false prophets who

later ngmg away not -simply-the- eaetrasﬁ hut -even w=hat~—we -might
sacrifice from our homes.

The 'I‘hanksgmng Day Mass could he -the epportumty for bring-
ing'to church canned goods, staples in czartors, wsed clothing, ath-

letic equipment, toys for children: anything and everything that

next month would help the poor of oum respective communities.
Distribition of this “offertory” could be dome by the high

\ students of the pa g mg them an opportnity to.see the o me§
_ and the living conditions of the famzlles they visit with the paiish

. There would be no last minute conceer to remember the poor
| 1f anshes began this early to stockprile thelr gifts, preparing 'them

logomany otus,, - - Lt
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fThanksglmgmpe in the c0%czoq§ness of how good God ?as

school

%

"~ The revolutionary character of our
times-is placing grave strain on tra-
ditional values and institutions and

briiging anguish to those charged .

with responsibility for them. The

. crisis of self-identity afflicts others

§ age of marriages-
v ‘sepal‘ctxon or di

besides priests. ' Educators, scientists,
civil leaders, are increasingly~ con-
t;guqeb the same kind of search-

stions as to how 'they\aare -toi-
tontelvé and fulfxll their rol
constantly changlng world.

Nor is it only the celibate vocation
fich is under grave 'Bressure today.
The yocation . to. martiage is.in at
Jeast as: serlous 4-crisis;The percenb
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For none could -stop the: -doom. wnt— '
ten down in heaven for Jerusatem. (R
was a carcass ripe for vultures. It

~would fall gs did Nineveh and Baby-
lon. This sun-would be darkened, this p
‘moon_would! no moré give her light,.
this star would fall fiom her lleavens

Such apobalyplc laﬁguﬁ&e wis. used
by Matthew because :God. is the Lord:
of créatiori as Wwell “as -the Lord of
history, “In, tofisequénce, not a few
historians. have felt-that ‘the eve tsl

-arose,-promising—all_kinds._of-salva~ .}
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Father O’Malley,
who addressed tlie -
semi—annual meets
ing _ of. thé natioli

- lasty \yeek iR, Washington,
spe ,,hére on “The Iss

,,,,,

Amgrican Priesfs.” )

Representatwes of pries
and- associstions in -the eig
of the New York State P

Father ]

Pastor C

Mass for repose -of the
ther Joseph H. Lynch, 5
bratel Wednesday in !
Chuirch, “Penfield — the
fownided “in"1965 and of w
flrst. pastor.

Father Lynch died ir
early Sunday morning, Ni
in his rectory at 1252 Sh
Webster. He was an olde:

- Father Leo E. Lynch, p
Paerick’s Church, Seneca
of his sisters are SIStel‘s 0

Archbishop Fulton J,
principal celebrant of the
celebrants included Fathe
and several classmates of
seph Lynch,

Eaymen of Holy S
served as pallbearers. —Inf
in the priests’ plot at Hol
Cemetery..

Father Joseph Lynch,
llochester, attended St
School- and Aquinas Instit
ceived a ‘bachelor of sci
in chemistry' from Niag
sity. ‘He later -recelved |
pts degree from Camsl

He attended St:‘*Andrz
Bernard’s Seiminaries and
el to'the priesthood by B
E. Kearney on Dec. 18,

After a year's service
pastor of St. ‘Ambrose Cl
oster, Father Lynch wa
to the facylty. of St. And
ary. He was a professo
there for 20 years.
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By SISTER KATHLEEN
Cardinal Mooney Hig

Ithnca — “Being at th
it the right moment” i
Sister Patricia MacDonal
her life at Cormell Univ

Formerly a history tea
dent actiyities moderat
Dame High School (18
principal of Our Lady
School in Elmira (1957-1
She was known as Sister
Sister Patricia has bee¢n
the Catholic chaplains a

" {iteé past 214 sclioo] years

Students visit Sister
her office at Anabel
for counseling or just
steam.”. Personals-or aca
relzglous or moral diffic
repeated In a variety of v
tresh poignancy each ti
toid, for each time the
crisls far a different pe
other hfe is touched

“The wuety -of our -
{s—fascinating,” Sister s

“A freshman girl is
bw the impersonality of
math and sefence; shoul
hor program? A hoy f
hiigh school cannot cope
umiversity miflieu and w:
fer in January; would s
a lelter of Tecommendal
Girls with problem preg
1 woman to: relate to;
ieying to adjust—to the
need someone, with’ a .
grownd -who ; has gone

_sammperfcnce.

Sister Patricla serves
friend, or Just-an inte:
_ willing to Listen,

Slster Pat works activ

Istets of some 15 other d

ASSociated in the Corme
ligious Work (CURW)

" {old program of fehgxou
‘ socigl acﬁ_onl .

E As’*a*member ot thxs [

lieliéd ‘to organizé pro;

. dents, e inner city tul

- a‘nTv:“sitlng mentally il]

* T Was i advisor indlie Co
—  project;a Student-su

’ Rl X m'gknlze whité -people
“racism, hased-in leutel

. nd.in Ithacs in_1969,

7 llired fo be housem
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