Too Manylealots
.bscure the Issue

. Aeeording to Premdent Nizxon, tH“Vietnam conflict is bemgr
prolonged by-the Hanoi government: because it believes the United
-States is so deeply split over the war we will soon become weary

\  of the whole affair apd get out of xt Every public demonstration
or Congressman’s speech criticizing ' the war and the President_

should, therefore, be veiled from the enémy because it convinces

him that we want to give up the whole cause. '

- Many who anticipated the Oct. 15 Moratorium with indecision
agreed with the President. But they were impressed by the sobri-
ety of that turnout and the breadth of its appeal. It spoke the in-
escapable verdict: millions of our people have made a moral judg-
ment that the government nmust hasten the end of all conflict and -

_ accelerrate the withdrawal of our troops. -

The October moratorium awakened vast numbers of citnzens
whose concerns about Vietnam had previously been private and
vague and undecided. These people started asking for answers to
old questions. The—dynamics of demagoguery responded. So

=

this weekend as we stand watching the_streets of Washington for
the next act of the war protest we realize that zealots on hoth sides
have driven us into warring camps. What were criticisms and sus-
picions of ineptness or ill will or ignorance or unconcern a month
ago have now hardened into open antagonisms.
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that othrers may see what it"m
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kind of anti-nature. e

-Gathered in Our Ladys Shnne' let

- us not forget that it was Mary, w'ho i
composed ‘the  most revolutlonary_

‘document that was ever penned. . Th
Magnlfleat included miention, of three

revolutions, ‘both the econoinic and - -
-« -s0cial /s with Marx, and the political E
" as with our own stu,dents toﬂay. Jbut .

° it goes a step further: it was. also
about a moral; spndtual and personal

--revolution, .

The revolution Mary recommended w
C - was--—flrst—personal'ﬂnd-*mora

“the routing of the ‘proud -of
(“dispersit superbos”). Secand i
political — “He¢ pulled-dowri-prin
from -their thrones” (“deposuxt . po-

S
jces

tentes”). Third it. was economic: “'l‘he .

rich He sent empty away™ (“divltes
dimisit”).

Both the Church and MWorld
have failed to.some extent. to teach
a trinitarian revolution. The Church
has—restricted—hersef—too—m:

. Reason has again become the victim. as usually happenxs when
democracy is distorted into a shouting match. Demagoguery and
demonstrations are symptoms of the same disease, a wise pohtlcal
scholar once wrote. And when they appear simultaneously ina
self-righteous demonstration that one side alone has all the truth,
prudent men must -take to the sidelines demanding the freedom
to think for themselves

You are not required to believe that immediate \vlthdrawal

"I LOVED

THAT LITTLE JOKE ABOUT THE

WHOLE PARISH ENDING UPIN HELL/”

- of-U.S: troops-will- quickly-resolve-the-entire-Vietmam~conflict and —

i restore peace the day after the last transport sails home. This is

an impractical, nonsensical and emotional solution to a complex
problem even though thousands of demonstrators march and shout
for three days cliiming it should be done.

The logistics of moving so many men and supphes is so slow
that it is dishonest and shameful to build the hopes of service men '
or their families that a presidential order for withdrawal will

" Thave everyone home for Christmas this year, or even 19Z0. This
demand has no concern for anything political or psychological: it
-simply reﬂects selfish greed.

Conversely you are also not requn'ed to be]ieve that our mili-
tary presence is “the last hope of peace and freedom for millions
of people in the Orient” who will allegedly be engulfed by. the
wrath of bloody Commumsts

_The Reds would certainly be expected to gobble up the coun-
tryside piece by piece and slowly destroy every last area of resis-
ence. Would it be a blood bath?

Heartless as it may sound the question here is: “Do you sub-
scribe to the underlying philosophy that the U.S. has the destiny -
to serve as the world’s.pohceman" How long must we stand guard
over” freedom: how many dead and how many billions can be

equated with polrce“uuny T I

Much of the rationale for making a stand iy Vietngm. was to
curb Communist China’s aggressioniand:to give nations hoadering
on Vietnam a-chance to-grow big enough to resist-its aggression.
Partly because of our firm presence the expansion has been halted
for five years and China’s threat to south-east Asia has been de-
cidely weakened. Our time®in Vietnam has given border states the
chance they needed to become more resistant to subversion he-
cause_of their.increased internal cohesion. ——

. Very few who march or gather to listen to harangues against -
the administration have any solution for the conflict except the

_easy cry of “Get out: bring the boys home”. The silen' majority
wants total disengagement too. But it believes this must come
with an honorable solution which will bring an end to fighting.
We hope for a negotiated peace which protects those we leave be-
hind and imposes commitments about a free election—We must do
what the world community, whom we cannot disregard, wnlL—ac-
cept as proof we honored our pledge, have done as much as we
could and can be trusted when we make valid promises again.

I

Pleadlng Two Causes

" Two eXciting developments offering new vifa”lit')?'Tﬁ"ﬂl? Us.

Church were born in the opening days of the national meefing of
our Bishops in Washington this week.

Representatives of diocesan priests and of black Catholics

" separatély addressed the 250 prelates asking for greater recog-

nition of “their impatience, their frustrations, their fears, but
more especially of thelr hopes."”

. A Chicago priest, the elected spokesman of thousands of
priests in the U.S. who have organized diocesan priests’ councils,
-urged the bishops to-reach out for—the help of their-clergy in

. _diocesan decision making. He was listened to respectfully as he
added that even the best wisdom of the laity as well as the lower
clergy should be consulted in setting national policy for the
Church. ;

“Sharing _authority,” Father Patrick O’Malley told the
Bishops, “m no way diminishes the authority of the Church. It en-
_hances it. We can overcome the trust gap between priests and
bishops by an open expression of our mutual need for one an-
other ”

. A black Detrolt priest, Father Don- Clark speaking for
800,000 biack Catholics asked the Bishops to help black Americans
“rebuild ourselves out of the legacy of powerlessness and self-

Farren Stand
Wins Approval

Elitor:

Sincere congratulations on the fea-
ture column “Draft Trial Airs Moral
Issue” in the “Courier-Jourmal” (Now.
7,1969)! It's good to find, within the
pages of our diocesan paper, an open,
frank acknowledgement of young
men’s right — and at times their
duty — to claim exemption from
military service as consclentmus ob
jectors.

It is regrettable, it seerms to me,

" that the voice of the Catholic Church

in the United States — its Bishops,
its Press, its educated lay Catholics

- iost pait == has beer stlemt -

for so.many years on moral i55ues

. ‘war and peacef *

.We have run:lned so silent {hat
some draft boards do not recognize
the right of Catholic young men to
form decisions in conscience. So silent
that many Catholics are_ dismayed,
shocked, scandalized as they read
news accounts of resistance to the
war in Vietnam, draft trials, ete.

This vacuum in knowledge and
awareness is most saddening, I think,
when we recall the social teaching of
our Church alex'ting us to our role
as peacemakers in the modern world.

We need only allude to the teach-
ing of Vatican II regarding our re
sponsibility to further peace in our
day; Pope Paul's encyclial “On the

people did not pray and do penance
evil would spread over the world
and we would be punished.’Is our
memory so short, and are we really
so confused that we do not really
know the reason for Vletnam"

Why do our young people feel by
reading the mames of the honored
dead peace will come? Why is crime
and immorality growing in our coun-
try? Why are we, as Catholics afraid
to tell it like it is: That if we do not
change our way of living peace will
never come?

Why don’t we have ‘public prayers
on every §treét corner for peace, on
the days of War Moratoriums such
as we had and will have again?

I think Catholics have the duty
to lead the way and show the world
that peace will come only when we
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Our foundation Was started ln 1962

in Sao Paulo, by five -Sisters. There
now are 5¢ novices and professed Sis-
ters_working in 12 mission.centers,
reaching some 500,000 souls.

You good people of the Rochester -

Diocese, by your heart-warming. re-
sponse to the annual appeals, have
shared in safeguarding and strength-
ening the faith in poor areas of the
world. The prayers and thanks of a
grateful Community are extended to
all who participated in your contrlbu-
tions. God bless you!

—~Religious Teachers Fﬂlppml
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Peace is lmposslble without war,
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—Mrs, H. Pikuet,
Rochester, N.Y.

Three Parishes.

Thanked for Aid

Editor:

Recently our Community recelved
a generous contribution from the peo-
ple of three parishes in the Roches:
ter Diocese — St. John the Baptist

Development of Peoples -and—Pope
John s “Pacem in Terris”.

Have we forgotten so soon the cxy
of Pope Paul when he addressed the
UN. General Assembly in New York
Qctober 1965 -— “Never Again War’?

Most of all, have we forgotien — or
never been exposed to — the teach-
ing of St. Augustine and St. Thomas .
Aquinas regarding conditions to De
present in determining the justice of
awar in which we are involved?

Perhaps, we Catholics of a somewhat
dlder generation could join forces
with them (the young)—at least to the
extent of attempting to meet the chal
lenges directed toward us by Vatican
II — a challenge to become in today’s
world—== - “competent” - Christians,

*——eamestlrendeavoring to become alert
. and responsive to the urgent sccial

needs of the modern world; sincerely
attempting to form a Christian social
conscience on the many perplexing
issues of our day.

—Lucy Sheehan, Rochester.

Tﬁdﬁk Pat Farren

For Airing Issue

Editor:

When we as a nation take up the
sword of St. Michael the Archangel,
we involve ourselves with Justice —
yet we are not- automatically given

_.. .the- wisdom _to. use. that sword justly.

Some will argue that only “histoxy”
can reveal the rightness of our zeal.
But must we wait for the, verdict of
history? If we don’t examine, now,

our_course and its conseguences, we ____ world—to—leaven—i

~negation-and-self-hatred-which-has-so-long-been—ours”—He-prod-

ded the prelates to authorize the founding of a national Office for
~Black Catholics to help black members of the Church “fashion
. ffom among our number a strong and honorable people who dan
be constructive in fl‘eedom ” )

]

_ There are minds in, the Church \v_ho believe that the modern -
movément of yourig priests toward self-identification and appreci- -

w

ated usefulness is as dangerous as the surge of black people reach-
. ing for dignity in thei
. boat” of Peter as recklessly as the growth of black. power has dis- -
turbed the complacent white- community.

There is a strange similari bet\Seen the priests asking for-

new-found pride. They say it “will rock the~; :

!

cannot gain wisdom from the present.
‘Without any restraint, zeal becomes,
the grinding juggernauy of zealotry.

And so it is that we , individuals
who do not have the lihowledge to
eveluate our involvement in the woxld
or the fraining ‘to guide it, .can in .
good conscience be grateful to the.
Pat__Farrens. for questiomng those
who ‘do. Our strength Iies in our elec
- toral power-to—throw out those WhO
do not listen,

. —TH. Lou Gihs Glbsoh
.~ Elleen Glbson,
: Rochester.

¢

" collaboration with. the: bishops-i 1r3&dee1sxon -planning-and the-black- —
Catholics asking for recognition of their value to the Church. Both

e 2 e ogTOMIPS WaDtto move from postures of ‘Wwakened self-affirmation

to non-tradltWal posmons

_‘ +These are radlcal chzmges Acéepta—n\?ie of them must come
‘ émfultsneously at the 'grash rﬁlots level of the parish and at the fop.
- of: theaq ,htmtx strugture of the Bishops’ confetence. If it does not
v the risk, as prophesned in Washmgton this Week ?
inist aﬁ"of evolutlon
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in Elmira, St. Mary's in Watkins Glen
and St.‘BﬁEﬁ‘cT‘s in Odessa, —~

The contribution was in answer-to
our appeal for our mission in Brazil
It came through the Propagation of
the Faith Society’s Missionary Coop-
eration Plan.

“reﬁ” ‘§
luetaﬁt‘to‘stahd‘mf’ ahd‘Be"coﬁnted?' 4 «

Wins Broiee (i

Father Robert McNamara’s “Roman,
not Latin: Our Eastern Catholic
Churches” (Courler-Journal,
10/17/69) is the simiplest introduc-
tion to a very complicated subject I
have read in any diocesan newspaper.

1 congratulate Father McNemara
and the Courier-Journal- - -- -

The Cal:holic—Near—East Welfare
Association assists Catholics of the
Eastern Rites in 18 counfries where
the Church is not self-supporting. We
would be very pleased to send infor-

mation about the Church in these -

Middle Eastern countries to anyone
who writes,

—Msgr. John Nolan,
National Secretary, Near East

. Welfare Association
330 Madison Ave.,
New York City

Word for Sunday
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All tlmt I have said ‘can be sum:
marized in terms of the divorce of
Christ and His cross. Here on one
side, is the cross withoiit. Christ; on
the other side, IS Christ without the
cross.

Who pi'cks-uo—-the-wcross ‘without
Christ? Communism, totalitarianism,

-Russia and China. They turn the

wiossintodiscipline; “order, commit:
ment to a national purpose, a secular
philosophy of life, and slavery to a
class and a party.

Who_picks up Chrlst mthout the
cross? Our Western Christian civili-
zation. which has abandoned . disci-
pline .in favor of permissiveness, .
broadmindedness and indifference,
turns freedom into license, and utters
moral mouthings. found on {hurch
lawns - without any referen’ge o hell
and judgement, .

The Church is the World’s Leaven

By Fathcr Albert Shamoo

Baking bread was common ‘in the
days of our Lord. And I can remem- .
ber my own mother baking bread.
One of the most—important” steps in
the production was putting the yeast

——bread- to-rise,- to-become- light and
mme Chnst said the Kingdom

of Heaven is like leaven (yeast)

which a woman took and hid in three
measures. of dough until xt was all
leavgned. -

There are three points to note
about this parable.

First, the leaven was put in from
the outside. The power that raises
man must come from without. Man
cannot lif¢ himself. Me needs a powver
outside hlmself

Chrrstlamty is an- importatnon It
is the story of God coming into our
mi
the high halls of heaven.-When He
returned to heaven, He leftthe leaven
of His Church with His word and the

Eucharist, Without these how lons' 4

would society -be eivil? ’

«Secondly, the leaven was hidden
Reform begins from within, not frol
without: For man needs ¥a Thie
is as much sin, m any on

m

enormous energy for its size. 1 g
tiplies at an incredible rate, feeding
as it grows from spot to spot upon
the material into which it Has been
introduced, until there is nothing left

amaziig thifig s that the yeast doesn’t
just touch particle after particle of
the flour into which it is inserted,
that would result in a paste, Nor does
it merely touch the flour as the 'hand
_of the_baker mixing it, th

only move it. No, the veast changes

the dough—makes it like unto- lts‘lf-

— light, wholesonie, tasty.

Were Chnst $peaking today, He

might have likered the- Kingdom of

Heaven to the mgredlents of a cup

of coffee The * Sugar Sw

entire cup, The cream

the heat makes' it p g hot. The
saver 8. that I‘t ls

“permeates man:- e ‘three Teasures .‘ R

of him, so to spéak -— his heart, his

mind, and ‘his:actions. It sweétens his -
nature colors his thoughts, and in- |-

amés’

lns aotxons mth‘ love,

~-——into-the-dough.-The-yeast caused-the— ——to—feed;—oo—gv»to-aSslmxlater—BuMhe———Holys

e_etens Jthe

heroicideéd,hlt is the ]

- by a leavening power: In relation to

the dough, the leaven is "umnbeliev—-

ably small. So shall be the number
of those who renéw the Church, The

ma;orities, but through a creative
minority. -
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