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"DO Mﬁ A FAVOR— STRUGGLE WITH YOUR—RELIGIOUS
- —CONVICTIONS- mAEE_E‘E You GEF—EFHE RIGHT TITLE UP/

S

_financial support from thé Jewish

* tured by herculean death-defying ef-
. forts of the combined churches to

ﬁcerned and aroused

IIAFRA

('l‘hls leport analyzlng the Nigeria/
Biafra situation was written by an
Irish-horn missionary priest who help-
ed lnltiate the nlght relief flights to -
Bialra.) .

By FA’I‘BER DERMOT DORAN
(NC Ne‘vs Servlqe)

-The war between Nigeria and
Biafra was. almost la year old before
1t ‘caught the attention of the world

Then overnig‘ht, rhdio, telewsion
and newspapers were vying to reveal
thé horrible plight of thousands of
starving children. The world was con-

outraged youth orgamzatlons and be-

gan to contributé food and some

planes to.the humanitarian efforts of

the chwurches, This was done grudg-

ingly and sparingly, considering the

magnitude of the tragedy.

~At the e time they pointed

<~ their pﬁﬁst%gl and diplomatic (Ksit
tion. This was, and still Is, quite sim-
ple and direct Nigeria is a member
nation of the I}mted Nations and has
relations with most major powers.

' cording to vested interest. Britain,
the Soviet Union and Egypt give all-
out military support. Unlimited sup-

t)'n plies of tanks, armored cars, guns of

The churches took the lead in or all descriptions, as well as MIG fight-

ganizing emergency programs to get

food and medical supplies through
the military blockade to the innocent
victims. Religious differences were

brushed aside and a major ecumeni- - .

cal venture was launched. Joint -

Church Aid, a consortium of Catholic

and Protestant relief agens (with

made- available to Nigeria and no
bones made-about it. The standard
British attitude is: “We have to main-
tain our influence and protect our
. economic interests,” to quote Lord
Sheppand speaking in the House of
Commons.
groups in the United States,) was
formed.to airlift.supplies to the block-
aded enclave. The International Com-
mitiee of the Red Cross (ICRC) fol-
lowed suit thereafter. .

Soon the imagination and support

¢

The “degree of Support varles ac-’

* ers and bombers,-and naval craft are .

ON THE RIGHT SIDE

“tral im its diplomatic and economie -
support of
- ‘ous relief supplies to Blafrd have

‘stated- reasons' for its impotency in

" nation and cannot be” discussed at the

the chlldren s quw

Surely, however, the most convic-
ing argument against the whole con-
~ flict is the death of almost two mil- .
.lion people, most of them helpleis,
innocent children and womern. In ac-
tual fact, the only ones gaining from
the war are arms manufacturers and
supg%ners and the forelgn inviestors
igeria;- qspecially the oil' com-

panies,

One or two vital facts must be
recognized. First, -that, the Nigerian
-Blafran war has ‘become a Great
Power conflict and not solely an- Afri-
can question, as mahy governments
like to view it. Second, the only Great
Power that has preserved  any flexi-
bility in the matter is the United
States. The longer the U.S. delays in-
using its leverage (not unilaterally,
byt in concert with other responsi-
ble nations), the greater the pumber

of innocent young ‘lives lost, and the

The United States, while refraining
from military support for either side,
nevertheless, has heen less than neu- .

erid, Even the gener-

been limited to what the State De-
partment feels it can safely supply
without \lncurring he hostility of the \
Nigerlan govemment.

‘ France, 'on the other hand, has hot
only given moral support 1 the Bi-
afrans but also, it appears, either con:
tributes or allows some military aid
through two of its former African
possessions, Ivory Coast and Gabon,
both of whom - officially recognize
Biafra.

All of thxs makes a mockery of the
attitude of the United Nations-and its

the whole tragic affair, To quote the
words of Secretary General U. Thant:

“It is an internal affair of a member be reduced to cold war adventurism,

economic stagnation, and continued

U.N) bloody civil strife,

of peomple all over the globe was cap-

break the blockade. by hazardous
night flights and roadside landings in
dense rain forests,

Governments, who untﬂ then had
remained’ silent, came under pres-
sure from shocked citizen groups and

By Father Paul 'J. Cuddy

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE
NATE HOGAN?
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Very glad. I like him personally
but that's beside the point. Bishops are
overseers who anust shepherd their
flock. It-is more important that they
be good shepherds than that they be
popular. Furthermore, I like the way
he wears his hat!

WHAT DOES THE WAY HE
WEARS HIS HAT HAVE TO DO

19

ALL IN THE FAMILY

Where Blessmg s an Event

"% By Sash Child

. “Bless us O lord and these thy
gifts. which we are about to receive
from .thy bounty through Christ, Our

- Lord, Amen.”
'l‘he tional Catholic blessing be-
fore meal$ seemed to be -getting short

shrift at our. house.

In the first tpla%e the brxet' repetl
tion of formal wonds written by some-
body else seemed particularly con-

' ducive to tapid fire delivery without
too mudi thought fzrmeaning

a MY panents love. tommind e of a
~ meal that‘occurred 'when I was about
+ Seven or eight. Plously folding my
i hands, bowing my head and wuttering
. the blessing with great fervor and in-
tention I'came to the last Amen, rais-
ed my head and looked to see what
gym mother ﬁad set before us on the
e, "

Without missing a_beat I bellowed '
indignantly, “Oh, beans: Is this all
were having?

No\y Avith.chxldmmoi aur own, my .

COMMENT FROM ROME

g i

—

husband and I were begimning to
realize after similar situations at our’
table that our little wnes were learn-
ing words rather than appreciation.

Then, too our dellwvery was getting
g0 fast that If anyone wanted

an extra thanks or two, say

for insiance, for a smfe trip home or

the fact that much loved relatives

were sliting down with us, we really
had tomshtothrow it im.

Thus & we came to the decision. In
stead of saying the £ormal prayer at
M’P )

‘our fmr-year-om daughter looked '

- a little worried when we put the ques-

tion to her,

Her two-year-old brother just knock-
ed over his milk, put his foot on the
table and pushed his chair over back-
ward as he is wont to do frequently
at meals

1, start you otf » I told our
daughter. . .

“Tonight why dm't you just say
something simple such as ‘Thank you

. . for myfood dear-Jesus'?22> . .

" thing,, ducked her head -in our arm

- for everybody's food. Thank you, Dear

WITH IT?

In 1927 I worked as a clerk for
Dowd-Leo- haberdashery-shop in-Au-
burn. The Stetson hat people sent a
folder to the store on how to size up
a man’s character and personality, for
the purpose of selling Stetson hats.
From their psychological studies they

. had comcluded that a chap 'who wore
his hat cocked on the side of his head
was less interested-in-quality, durabil-
ity, costs. If he wore it cock
ward the back of his head he was
even less interested.

If the hat was on the left side to-
ward the back of his head, don’t even
suggest anything! He knows it all.
Don't alienate him as a prospective
customer.

On the other hand, the folder con-
tinued, the man who wears his hat
straight on his head Is concerned

~

“Later,” I told her, “you may add
more as you think of different things
you'd 1ike to thank Jesus for.”

Red-faced and shy, our normally
outspoken little girl mumbled some-

and the rest of us ecidmg that that
must have beert the end of her pray-
er, made the sign of the cross and
began to-eat: :

well as appearance. He wants to know
about these before buying the hat, He
is concerned about appearance. But
he is concerned that the appearance

..Continme, through; quality, ., .. .

Two months have passed since our

experignent was -started. .

She  has_become proficient in giv-
mg thanks if S0 ewhat redundant.

about quality, cdurability, costs, as

- Qf Signs and Their Meaning

A1 IR

his.head, It, is not an infallible indi:

‘priests and Sisters of the diocese.

- toral work. He knows his priests well,

\I-Ie will be cordial’ without being
sentimental. And I think he will be
calmly decisive with troubled spots
and troubled people.

. WHAT ABOUT BISHOP SHEEN'S
DEPARTURE?

Many priests can be effective shep-
herd-bishops and administrators. Few
have. the genius to proclaim the Gos-
pel to the millions. Bishop Sheen has
that genius: in TV, radio, books and
lectures.

cation of personality and character,
but I think his case gives credxbihty
to the theory.

He has a strong concern for appear-
ance (image of the Church), quality
(orthodoxy and charity), durability
(firm, wise administrative proced-
ures): They’re all there, right under
his black hat,

WHAT DO YOU THINK HIS RE-
GIME WILL BE LIKE? '

That depends on the Holy Ghost
working not only in him, bdut in the

Recently Father Tormey sent me a
clipping from the N:.Y, Times. It was
a long article about a fufidamentalist
Protestant preacher named Rev. Arm-
strong. He is a minister of an off-
beat denomination founded by his
ovwn father a few decades ago. Though
the church has only 600,000 members,
Rev. Armstrong broadcasts to a lis-
tening audience which the polls in-
dicate is 24,000,000 every week! I
have seen the program. It is simple,
attractive and effective. What has the
Catholic Church to compare to it?

Priests should be extensions of the
bishops. Sisters should be special col-
laborators with him, under his direc
tion, in their own dedicated realm.
The people of the diocese are solid,
loyal and concerned.

HOW DO YOU THINK HE WILL
FUNCTION?

I don't belong to the prophetic
school. But judging from what I know
of- him, my guess would be this: He is
scholarly, experienced in academics
and administration; and also in pas-

Since Bishop Sheen has a charisma-
tic effect on people, my hope is that
he will return to TV to proclaim the
Gospel to the millions. This, I think,
is what St. Paul would do.

A FINAL QUESTION? HOW DO
YOU WEAR YOUR OWN HAT?

When I was a young priest I wore
it tilted on the left of the head —
but not on the back. One day in my
forties I looke'd“into a mirror. The

and has taught almost a generation of
them, so he will utilize them for the
good of the Church with first hand
krnrowledge. :

Since he is from Lima, and taught
in Generva he will be sensitive to the
s “‘south of the Barge Camal.”

q 1s qdjclous rather th:

AND NEW BISHOP HOGAN?! ©
He wears his hat in the midd_le of

composing‘ her ;prayer, bnt she is firm
as to its content.

It has now evolved to. “Thank you

ey r-r mniﬂ.

Ihile, ke Is- a.mrodel of ur
- banity and graciousness, lre will have
the cold steel of objective judgment.

Do you think men arrive at maturity
in their forties?

greater the likelihood that Africa will

T vemembiored the Stetson hat Touder.

for my food, Dear Jesus. Thank you

Jesus. Thank you. Thank you, Thank
you.n

It is not exactly poetry. But, it is
making an impression all of us. A
Now her brother clasps his hands to-:
gether and chirps ‘Kew (Thank you)
Food” before he knocks over his milk
and-sends his-chairreelingbackwards. - — T~

3 Way Look at Vatlcan Synod

'l'hree long-tkme obsérvers of the
Vatican—-scene, all with- considerable
expértise in the operation of the Holy
See-and ‘firsthand knowledge of the -

papacy and ‘the nam who now holds
that' omce, gave e Courler-hurml
their views on-.the progress of the
flynod of Bishops to- date in an inter-

- B'. b .

;’l‘ﬁe clergymen permltted use of
their names but requested that their

.

L Hn

tathem.

They are the 'Rev. Vincent ~T.
- O'Keéfe, assistant to the Father Gen-
eral.of the Jesuit Order; the Rev. Ed-
ward L. Heston, -sécretary for ' the
Congre loni’ for Religlous and Secu-
titutes—and-—Vatican—Engli

4l irst. -Synod; and the Rev.
Francis -McCool, former assistant™to
ther General of the Jesuit

.. Mly ROBER’LJIOLTON

S CcnrlePJoumal
. n_._,_,.slzeelal Commndent

r-for the -Vatlean -Counell -

collegmlity on 'a practical basis and
thén see if the Vatican will agree to
g£o ahead on an experiment. The Holy
Father approved the agenda and it
calls for discussion of the practical
ways of attaining collegulity and co
responsibility. So I think he must
have wanted ideas. -

 From what the Holy Father has
~said"in his spéeches mnd the fact that
he hHas sat in on s many hours of

" specifie smements, here prese:ted iL'Jym_gmemuons 1 _must say that

1 c¢an see no signs that he will not
buy a legitimate expemnentatlon sug-
gestion,

The blshops alredy seem to have
agreed that respoxsibility can be
shired, They scem to feel the disci-
pllhary and pastorE miatters “should

practical schemes for bringing col-_.
legiality about. Experiments along
these lines can be seitled here and
now at this synod.

The practical things of which I
speak are such matters as the exact
relationship between the bishops’ con-
ferences and the Roman Curia. We
will meed structures for this. Per-
haps a permanent synod is the thing.
Some see such a permanent structure
as taking over some of the work of

— ) p2=e

theciTia, This woul Ve the

of the world a say in policy making
and would make the curia people
members of a sort of civil service
which carries out what™ the pope, in
conjunction with the curia and the .
bishops of the world, decide needs o -
be carried out S

lltereﬂ

;dov'v‘n from there.

When it comes 10 doctrinal matters
— ‘matters of faith ox morals, they
seem to feel that tais falls into the
college of bishops wmnder the pope.
But this also leaves it upon the pope

" if these matters to diecide oW much

advicé he wants to take from his bish-

- ops- He is still-boss,

o

] would say. that if these ideas are
Ve by the powpe it will"be -a
uEd - be- inclined to
li-be satisfied ~
: it-ifito-prae-
Then we have £o wiit for other
top mectings to work, for
arlng of raeponsﬂulities

" find in their study of the matter, I -

" bishops and the curia and the pope.

- - thé~Hiajerity, of the bishops in the

_paqal nunecios in the selection of bish-
- ops-and other regional matters

‘mentation, 1 thin
 cautiois. to
_tha i

' 'As_t’o ‘what the theologians might

say that all the power is in the pope -

and he passes it on. This is fine. But >
in this day and age of rapid change
and fast comimunication, more con-
sultation should go on hbetween the

And the pope should be more liberal -
in his sharing of respons1b1hty with
the bishops. This is the way I think

synod are thinking at this point. I
find it very encouraging. I also see
no conflict— ‘here -with prim i ‘

Among the matters I find the synod
fathers more and more agreeing on
is the ‘local or- regional naming of
bishops with the- Pope approving
them. They idlso seem, many of them, Lo T
to feel that -episcopal conferencw S .
should have a stronger voice than - ‘

Jn-setting up stmctures for experi- . Do 7 o
k the synod must be ' ' -
¢ them -geferal so
im s bes on

beisel up sclentific-
! in-any )worthwhile ex-

,theg; canq&e 1 : | by



wjj.il

