‘ ' CourierJournal — Friday, October 31, 1969.

Arbp Sheen Heard
" On Interview Show

[ =

Archhishop Sheen’s views on the Vietnani war, defections of '
the clergy, administration of the Rochester Diocese and his own
career in the Church were aired nationally Tuesday evenimg in an

-

interview' with Mike Wallaee on the CBS program “60 Minutes’.
Following are excerpts i’rom the 9% minute dialogue-'

Wall:';ce: _To talk about the emerging new look of the Catho-

lic Church we sought out a man who for many
audiences the voice of the Catholic Church . .

rishioners of the inner city. Now an Archbjshop,

years was to TV

. -'The.. woxrd from-
" Rochester is that Bishop Sheen had moved too far too fast with
radical innovations and had alarmed conservative Catholics there

while at the same time he had lost touch with the priests and pa-

Fulton Sheen re-

mains a conservative on matters of faith and morals — but he does

~want some radical changes in the Catholic -Chure
Q. For a long time Archbishop you were

h:

known as an inter-
preter of the faith, a superb advocate of Church views. Then sud-

denly up in Rochester you turned imnovator. What caused the

change?

Arbp. Sheen. Listen . .
wiater and then condemned beca

. Ver)%s(;ften people are kept away from »
they do not swim. I was never

given a chance to administer a diocese before. I am a man of idess:

I have been thinking these problems through for

many years. This.

waslthe first opportunity that I had to implement them.

' Q ‘In your speeches, in 7your sefan
didn’t lead us to believe that yoyifife

s, in your writings, you
X to raise the age of Con-

firmation to 17 or 18, to put sex education in the Catholic “schools,
. to set up a lay boerd to pass on seminarians before they could he
ordained, to let priests choose your second in command. You ap-
pointed a vicar for the poor. These were innovations and they left
the conservative Catholics in Rochester aghast and they heartened

if you will, all kinds of progressive Catholics.

. Arbp. Sheen: I was really tslgmg?

Council. I think that made the differg¢nce.

didn’t he?

T ne

mspu‘aii,’on from Vatican

considerable effect on you, .

Arbp. Sheen: Yes, 1 knew him very well, too. We had many

talks together. Pope John opened the doors, and
out and the world came in,

the Church went

Q. One does not feel that the doors are as open today under

Paul as they were under John.

Arbp. Sheen: Well, I think they are but today we just have

more men who want to take them off the hinges.

Q. One hears that the number of priests leaving their votation
is growing and that the Church is having difficulty finding the

numbers and qualities of priests that it wants
should that be? .

and needs. Why

. Arbp. Sheen: It should be simply because men are not angels.

They are men so that we are going to feel the

simple. One cause obviously would be moral. Ano‘he;

human situation.

ne might

Now you ask is it hard, and what is the cause. Tl;?s are not

be philosophical. But there is anather cause that

lected Amd that is.that our whele culture is suffering today irom -

menml disturbances in us Ju as thete dre in

not be neg-

the peopIe. AT

anyone who has dealt closely with men will realize that in addition
to spiritual, moral and intellectual problems there is also this over-

tone of the psychotic. and the neurotic..
Now you ask what can be done. I am. very

much in favor of

heving a rlgid psychiatric examination at various periods of semi-

nary training .

psychiatric examination of its candidates.

. I believe the Church has been recreant in the

Q. A good number of priests today are no longer interested in

being celibate or they want to marry,

Arbp, Sheen: That is a very normal-desire. Celibacy is not an
_easy thing. Celibacy is a gift. It is not just something that the
Church asks. In the Gospel Our Blessed Lord described it as a gift.
He said: “Let those who will take this gift, take it”. And it's always
hard; it's always a wrestlmg There will be some who will stumble.
But people are divided into two classes: there are pigs and there
are sheep. Pigs fall into the mud; they stay there. Sheep fall into
the mud; they get out. They wrestle with the problem.

Q. Two years ‘ago, Archbishop, you called upon President

Johnson to unilaterally withdraw United States forces from Viet-

nam. You were the first major American Catholic to do so. Are

you still committed to that view?

Arbp, Sheen: Yes, I am, First, it is not a) political action. It's

a moral action. If we are to be the moral leade

the world, we

must give an example. And being the most powerful, also, we must
show our power by appreciating the weak. And so I suggested that
‘'we withdraw for the sake of winning the approval of the world.
And furthermore this war is costing too much. In Vietnam it costs

" a million doillars an hour: 24 million a-day— -

morai*and—ﬁommireeononnepomt»of—vmw—wmxdrawai—fromﬁet——

nam is to be very much recommended
Q. Now? Immediately"
Arbp. Sheen: Now. Immediately.

So that from the

Q. Surely you worry about the safety of the Vietnamese Cath-

olics should U.S. forces withdraw?

~-AThp. Sheen No I do not, Mr. Wallace I believe that if we
pulled out, unilaterally, that the moral opinion of the world would
. sustain us. The other nations would resent any attempt -on the -

part of the northern Viethamese to come down to
ple of South Vietnam.- :

destroy the peo-

Q. What about the Catholic Church in the United States? Is it
working hard enough in the field of-racial intolerance?

Arbp~Sheen* Some are -— some are not. We have a great
problem of educating ‘people about our responsibility to the un-
fortunate: to the blacks, to the Spanish-speaking, -to-the migrant

workers, and to everyone.

»

R N

Q. One of your priests in Rochester told me that your black
parishioners were appalled at a speech you made there about the.
necessity of “learning to love our black brothers” the way that yot
said you leanied to love Iepers'in Africa. .. The black man fell -
_that “we blacks are not lepers, we are not snck we are humnans”,

and he found it patronizing. -~ -
Arbp.Sheen: What I said, and what Iexplam

T

ed and what was

obviously missed — was that there are three intimacies.of love

*lme is S§peech: we would never know anyore loved us unless hé
told us so. The ‘second is vision: we. want to see the one that is-
‘lowed , . . And_the third is the intimacy of touch. And.I saxd inthat -

‘ t;lk the only way that you will everTgm to love people is to touch
t em .

e

have thought otherwme. |

inbeen, an ambitious man. ' |

mg them,

How did I I o, love the lepers?. \By toyc: -
my fmgerrs mtbo\mﬁ gé"\h S And 50 you % got to love
acks that way: you've got fo touch them you’ve got to move
'hat’s what I said in the talk and I'm surprlsed that

btﬁon is not unknown,. even ‘to men of the cloth. Are,)

\

-

\

- -ion—gnd-—pub

\ importanice

Clothmg' Drlve

They can’t go through the winter in those clothes! So they’ll get new outfits,_througmthe Bishop’s
Thanksgivlng <Clothing Drive, which begms Nov.,9 in this diocese and throughout the United States.

Reformation Day Has Changed

By MARJORIE HYER
(NC News Service)

New York—Whatever happened to
Reformation Sunday — that October
observance which only 4 few years
ago in Protestant churches was so
often characterized by an annual pub-
lic airing of the tragic division of
Western Christianity?

-A survey of Protestant leaders dis-
closed that Reformation Day is still

on the calendar. But an old-timer may

not be able- to recognize the way it’s
celebrated today. -

As recently as a decade ago, Refor-
mation Sunday was the occasion in
some parts of the couniry for big,
citywide or countrywide rallies of all
Protestant churches. All too often
these events were characterized more
xthy‘ ntl-cnhollespolmle ‘tham. by -cele-

in “showing the flag.”

‘With the burgeoning of ecumenical
relationships- since Vatican Council
II, all that has changed. Clearly,

polemics afe no longer appropriate in |

the interreligzious climate of today.
But what to put in its place?

“Too many Protestants still think

of Reformation Day as a time to lam-

. ‘bast the <Catholics,” said the Rev.

Ralph Holdeman, secretary for

evangelism of the National Council of

Chiuirches (NCC). “When you take that
away, they don’t know what to do."

For the traditionalist Protestant,
the ecumenical reforms of Vatican
I1 has created as much confusion as
some. otheér aspects of aggiornamento
have -for traditionalist Catholics.

But some new patterns are enierg- »

ing. The Rev. Dr. Conrad Hoyer, who
Is the N'CC Haison with local and state
councils of churches over the coun-
try, reports that there are still a
good number of communityviide
Reformation Day services, but with

Welfare Plan
Draws Fire

(NC News Service)

¥ often | tendled to be an exerclse

this difference — Roman Catholics
are now taking part in many of them.

“They are becoming festivals of
‘faith rather than putting the empha-
sis on the polemical aspects of the
Reformation,” he explained,

He recalled that two years ago he
was invited to preach at two Refor-
mation Sunday services — one in a
Lutheran church and another at an
itterdenominational festival of faith
in which Roman Catholics partici-
pated. “I purposely preached the
ssme sermon at both,” he said, al-
though he titled his re'marks differ-
ently for the two congregations.

“I talked about the central issues
of the Reformation—the emphasis on
freedom of conscience and the em-
phasis on grace. These are issues for

all QHH‘JSH‘?“‘S&&‘!W“SE aIi‘ég“i‘?{‘ l%t

Pastor Peterson said he thought
Roman Catholics are increasingly tak-
ing note of Reformation Day. “‘Luther
was one of the great products of Ca-
tholicism. He was a C.'.:\thohcl and you

.can't see what he was doing without

the context of -the! Catholic faith.”

Several Protestant leaders mention- —

ed the growing emphasis on the need
for continuing Reformation in all

- Churches. “We're all in the midst of

Reformation — Protestant and Cath-
olic” said the Rev. Dr. Robert V.
Moss, president of the United-Church
of. Chirist.

The Rev. Rudolph Ressmeyer,
president of the Atlantic District of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
agreed, “In the last six or eight years
the tone of the observance has chang-
ed radically. from .an_ antiCatholic

Because of Martin Lui.‘h'er’s role in
the Reformation, Lutherans today
tend to be more interested in cele-

brating Reformation Sunday ‘than:

some other Protestant co.nmunions.
The Rev. Ralph E. Peterson, pas-

tor of St. Peter's, (Lutheran) Church

in the heart of New York City; point-
ed out that Reformation Sunday is “a
particularly meaningful Sunday for
Lutherans. It used to be a day when
Lutherans sort of celebrated the
birthday of their Church.

“But it's no longer a tribal feast
for Lutherans, We're moving away
from the memories of the past to a
celebration of what God is doing here
and now. We're hoping and looking
to the future.”

emphasis to one that strésses’theneed ™~
£ : irination —in ‘the

‘whole—
Lutherans vl -

’ N

He pointed out, too, that Catholics
are currently wrestllng with some of
the same problems that prompted
Martin Luther to nail his 95 theses to
the church door on the. eve of All
Saints Day some 450 years ago—par-
ticulaxly the question of authority in
the Church,

Most ‘'6f the Protestant chuikchmen
queried agreed that where Reforma-
tion Sunday is still kept today, the
observances have a deeper and more
Christian quality. “It has come to be
one of the great unity gatherings of
the community,” was the way Mr.
Holdeman described it.

Worci for ;Sunday o

By Father Albert Shamon

The Gospel for the first Sunday
of Novéember — the month dedicated
to the dead — deals with Christ's
raising a young girl from the dead.

' Death - A Fully Human Act

In this” privileged moment, he must
decidle once amd for all — for or
against Christ. He can turn away for-
:ﬁer -as-a sick nan-tums- his eyes -

Washington—The “compulsory na-
ture” of the requiremeént for “work
registration of mothers in the Nixon
Administration's proposed welfate re-
form came under strong criticism

- during - testimony---delivered---before
the House Ways and Means Commlt-
tee Oct. 23.

Msgr. Edward D. Head, vice presi-

dent of thre—National Conference of -

Catholic Charities, contended  that
such a legislative proposal was depri-
vm:ion ,of a4 poor mother’s freedom
copsider her maternal role as a
responsxhihty

Msgrﬁnead also questioned the low
level of family assistance proposed in
a House bill, pointing out that it Is

less tham half of the level defined as

constituting yoverty for a family of
four, -

e expressed approval of ‘other
aspects of the family' assistance pro-
gram, inclading the inclusion of. the
Y“working poor,” work inicentives, and
the supplementary Food Stamp Pro-
gram b

" The stamp plaq/stgr._Head s,
should eventually be eliminated in

© favor of “an sdequate cash grant’ pro-..

mm" !

o

' -—Msgr—Head saild he deems neces-
sary the ntobiluauon of- pnblie‘~opm--———
le—support—be! ind"Nir* P

ons proposed. welfare reform! ~ -

He empinsiied what he called the
of -exposing the vast
changes in the puhh;:h werg;re SyE-

e-Nixon- pro-
posa to tﬁe\"b‘soal\est\ po\ssxhi

lic deha

:lg\‘for numerous phbhc

ings across ‘the country, ‘Msgr.

wa ~e‘(tfh €-without widespread: pil-
inderstaiiding and fpj roval of ithe: -

ues thvolved, “we will’ not. hh‘#e an

'effeetivetlﬁ functioning weifnib
. :

‘ear

fwél ,_

eagl"

A ruler came to Christ. Since he
was a ruler, he must have been well-
positioned and influential. Yet he
cime to Christ, for in the face of

death even rulérs-are-helpless. "My

daughter- has -just now died; come
he pleaded. B

Ruskin said, “We are only human
-in so far as we are sensitive.” Fully

human,—as Christ was, He responded.

instantly to the ruler’s grief. Immedi-
ately He went, At the ruler’s house,
He put out the mowmers with,. “The

' girl is asleep, not dead.”

Christ always called-death sleep.

. ' What_ a comforting insight! “Sleep

ends cares, relieves toil._ It is the
parethesis of human woe — *sore
; balm of hurt minds .

chief ‘nourisher in life’s feast.” It
begins in weariness .and ends in
strength. And yet sleep leaves us un-
changed. morally: we awake as we
wem%en we slept. =

ContempOrary theology ‘proposes a
deeper insight into death. Ii seeks to

go beyond-its biological -side.-To-see- - oL
separation, of hody aimi .

_ death as the
“soul only/is to see it as s
imposed fromr on: high with

‘g*andtorh

}}up:tim

mahe a radical act of fiith and sur-
nder his earthly life into his Fath-
er’s hands in the belief he will give

- His life eternal.

For those who die” in the Lord,
therefore, death is not.unlike birth,
At bixth, if-a child had its way, it
would not leave the protective, fami-
liar, darkened world of the womb for

* Journal' for the ollov(ing pu‘b

"May the/ diocesm Sisters of' Memy
please use the ogliumns of the Cow
\ ap-

preciation. o v
Dear. uonsignor nocneh "
Congratulations and best ‘Wishes on
your new assignment, as pastor of St.
Catherines in Ithaca. - .

It seems only ﬂtﬂng that we, who

" are primarily ‘engagéd in the field of

- ifichuding the o+

the threatening, unfamiliar existence

in-am- 1Hundnate&*world;f And—yet .

when . it is forced> out of the comfort
and security of .it§ prenafal life, it
discovers a more beautiful world in
which. it can act and know and love
and be with others. . .

'>In death a similar thing happens -
Man is torn froin his familiar and

—-seeure,-but limited, world- of exist-

ence, In a glance he sees ‘the ‘events—
of a Tifetime. At this moment it is
impossible to 1gnore Christ. He sees
_ himsedf as-he redlly is and he is sear-
ed'in the purgatorial fire-of his own
unmworthiness. But in another instant,

.her friends: “Thé: waters -are. 1

education, should pause to reflect on.
your many accomplishments as our
Superintendent -of Schoals.

Your “forward look” in
of education most certalnly éncour-.
aged our teachers to be innovative
and creative in the classrooms of our
Catholic ‘Schools in this Diocese

Your convictions of the profes-
sionalism of our teaching-Sisters and
the value of their time contributed

_ in many ways {o engaging-lay -assist-

ance in clerical and domestic posi

© tioms. \

Your continued concern for the sal-

arles of the Sisters has, as. a result

of much time and energy on your
part, doubled them during .the time

-you have held office as Supenntend

ent of Schools.
Your contnbutions to State and Na-

. tional organizations has in.no small

measure enriched the Catholic Schools
of this Diocese. In addition, you have

given us great hope that work
you have begun toward encouraging
financial aid to Catholic ools in

this State may soon become i geahty

Your support and encouraéement
in establishing Parish Schoolj 5
and a Diocesan Schoo} Board and the
involvement of dedicated layme; ls
a true “sign of our times’ and
for Catholic Schools of emi
cellence both now and in, ﬁthe iutﬁre

Monsignor, we thank you 9T tlme

-and for the many unseen 3 thank-

less parts of your office as Superin-

‘the fleld

o

tendent of Schools. We. know that .

your love and dedication for the work
you have accomplished in these past
13 years will always be part of your
life as you hwe made it a part of our
Tives.

In gratitude, -we beg God’s bléssing
on your new assignment as Pastor of
St. Catherine’s in Ithaca.

. .
Sincerely in Christ,
Sister Mary Bride,
Superior General,
Sisters of Mercy.

Cdnceled Stampsw‘

Blshopsde,slgn e Joseg
highlighted ‘groundbreaki
ies for the proposed St.
Church\ building in Nor
Sunday ‘afternoon by digs

 spadeful of earth,

Presented by Father
Donald, pastor of the i
lished 18- months ago,
designate, aocompamed t
cial public act in his ne
the remark: .

“I just want to say tha
shovel isnot new to me. 1
up in a small town (Lima
and did a.1lot of earth-di
boyhood,” ..

More thag 300 persons
4 o'clock ceremony on th
at Union and King Str
McDonald' said constryct
ish church will begin
with occupancy expecte:
mer or autumn.

Bishop-designate Hogax
faith and sacrifices of S
er parishionérs, and part
mended the architectur:
tural concept of the pre
ing.

Father MtDondld earli
that the building was de

“mul purpose: and ¢

Bernard Gifford, j
chats with Sister M
President of the U
where ‘both addres:

A Bla

AL

Can Help Poor :

Editor:

-We Oblate Brothers in Africs,
South America and right her¢ at
.. home can use your readers’ canceiled
postage stamps (especially foreign
and commemorative stamps). We can
turn these into rice, medicine . . .
life for the poor.

Please send cancelled stamps'tO'

Bro. Dan Crahen O.MI.
Oblate Stamp Bureau
391 Hichimn D%VC. NE.

he sees Him whom his 'heart has al-

ways desired — and he finds himself .

home in a new and more beautiful
world foreverv_w_“w —

[11d]
decision at the mOment of death _may
seem to free us from~worrymg -about
what Wwe do from day to day'in ﬂns

life. But the truth is thxt instes of N
- the.. final optxon makes them

more
important. For it is the thousarl’ds of
free choices in life that make us

what we shall bé at-thie moment of

—deatls—Far—from—being —an—escape -

hatch for careless living, the fipal
option is rather a call to a hereand-
now conversion. “Now is: the Jndg-

.nént of the world” (Ji. 12‘31)

ln tlie momeiit of déath. we. shail
act and react ‘exsctly as in life. It
will be too late to clnnge then' now is
the Hmef

. When Evangehne Booth of the Sal‘
vation-Ariny lay. dying, she mt:in to
g,

“but 50 am I I am not going iinder,
but éver, Do ziot be concerned . about
your dying.r Only g0 on-living weil

: and the dying will be a]l rlglit, S

).'-":u

<

" About |

By Sr. M. Pius F

“Only one fourth of 1]
7 million U.S. Catholic
there are approximately
olic nuis—only 800 of
are blaxck; there are 5
only one is black.”

The speaker giving
was a young 26-year-old
olic nun, the president
Sisters; Conlerence of
dressing 130 eother Cath
tending a day-long wo
sored by the Socjal Justi
of the Sisters of Mercy a
School last Saturday. 1
the day was ““Understar
ority Cultures.”

Sister Martin de Por
ately named in religion
century black Dominic
South America is a nati
ley,- Penn., a suburb o
and is the only black

. 500-member community

of Mercy in that city.

The oldest _of five ch
joined “. . . the first «
nuns who in spirit and
‘yes’ ”’ to6 her request
member. Five other gr
her adniittance, accordi
Martin de Porres.

begun by Sister herself
official convention was
burgh Sisters of Mercy
in 1968; a second meet

- the - devotional -

=771 Daytoni, Orhio, in 19¢

planned for August in

An orgamzatlonal let O/(
Mather, General of

__of sisters_in tHe Urii

for the names of any sx
black, drew only 200 re
“Some; groups of nuns
any; others refused to
information because th
petted’ that the organ
lead to dmsmn oxr rebe

In two years membe
conference has grown f{
! _

The aim of the Black
_ference,-not unlike _that

Gy ey

Famzly ]
Notes 1

N eteen yeals ago“t:h
Family Rosary for Pea

- ————ggveni-nightsa-week  rad

. across the Rochester Dic
‘ Franci\g{ Assisi Churc]

The’ WSAY program,
* Msgr. Joseph  Cirrincio:
.St. F’ranc:ls, beeame a ni
in thousamds ©Of Rochéste

* Today, still ditected by

cione; it is yepite ed to b
running, rehgx us - loca
grm \ \‘e\ \‘ \ l\

. Markxng the hegin

year of continuoms' br
‘ogrm

| Bishiop Di
ssfgﬁosrr
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