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[TEENAGERS WANT TO KNOW it |

By FATHER MAR’l:lN CSS.R.
Dear Father,

'{ have a question concern-
ing “The Legion of/ Decencv"
or whatever it is called,’that

- guides Catholics as to wha
- --show—to-seé. -

I think any person in his
right mind would agree that
the people who rate the mov:
ies hide behind the basic be-
Hefs of the Catholic Church
and take it (the movie) for
its face value (example, “The
Graduate” and _“Romeo and
Juliet”). e

e My_parents wil not allow
s "{‘li”“""‘”‘stmtghtened“oue—-ik-itﬂs«-not

me t0 see any movie
a lower rating than Al 1
think this is ridiculous and
so do my friends and teach

ers (nuns). I think I am past |

the “Walt Disney” stage and
I know I am mature enough
to take movies in the right
way. Example — “The Gradu.
ate.” I read the book and
. heard the _story

friends and 1 lmow lt had—
meaning--not just that sense.
less affair,

You have to understand the
characters and if you do, you
will know that Benjamin need-
ed help; he was mixed-up

Fm interested in psychology— -

.- and helping people and I'm

- known as a thinker and can
see things more ways than
most.

I think the *Legion of De
céncy” is okay for holy peo
ple, but for me, not a holy
fanatic but a fair Catholic, it
is for the birds. ,

Susle

Dear Susie,

Since I am not a part of the
“Legion of Decency,” now
called the National Catholic
Office for Motion Puctures
(NCOMP), 1 guess I don't
have to defend myself For
that- matter neither does
NCOMP. It rates movies as a
guide toward living a better
Christian Iife, You may be in.
terested in knowing that
there are several such movie *

" guides; Catholics 4o nothave |

a monopoly on movie guides.

Your parents are responsi-
ble before God for your
. spiritual and temporal up
bringing. Maybe you think
you are mature enough to
read certain ‘books and see
certain movies, but they have
w little experience and know!
edge, themselves, and I-would

think they‘kmw ur matar |

ity level, and judging from
your letter it dsn't extremely

correct, your patents are al
mighty, they take the place
of Almighty God in your re
gard here on earth. No re
ligion teacher, he it priest or
.nun or even Pope, can take

away the lawfal authority of | '

parents,

You stilt have “your free |

will, You can obey or disobey

obey or dlsobey God. And you
can go see all the movies you «
want. When a manufacturer
stamps “poison” or “caution”
on one of his products, he is
not taking away your free
will. He is warning you that
his product can be dangerous
or fatal. You're free to take
the poison. But he is inform. .
ing you about the contents of
the bottle. You should be
grateful for his guidance and
warning. In the same way you

Parents of Four Rellglous

What's the new BIG DEAL

~ Mr._and Mrs, Charles Mltrano,
whose nine children include Anthony s Church, - where theyv

He ‘has stopped pxacticing Deag- Pat, and give silutions unless you |four §n religious’ drders, celes| were married Sept. 25, 1919, | Co
his religion, doemn”t come T main thing you can do know quite a few of the pert- brate th/ee 50th snniversary of Three of their six daughters on W Henneﬂ‘a Rd ?
home, and his parents do mot priy for him and continte inent facts; , . , their wedding yesterday, Sept.| e St Joseph puns, They are |

go to see hifn oricmre what
he does or where he goes, He
is living in another <ity and
I hardly ever get to' see him
I know he is-quite disturbed

25. Sister M. Concetta, a teacher|® B "R " & = =+ .

They held open house at 242|at Qur Lady of Perpetual Help;
Arcadia- Pkwy., ~where they|Sister Cora Marie, -who teaches
moved two year's ago after nedr-|at Nazareth Academy, and, Sis-
1y half a centiary at 33 Sara- ter Ann Regina, superi or at St.

to show concern. When he
real ins that someone redlly
doess caxe it may.be the tonic
he meeds fo readjust his life.

It may be of help "té con-
tact bis foxrmer pastor. He
may go out, of his way and
try to help the boy, It cer-

and\ confused, What <an I do The, problem between him tainly wouldn't hurt trying. i
to help him? and - Lis paents will have to  Once again, it will have the toga. Saturday night, t)lelr fam-| Mohnica’s. A" son, Jthe Rev.-Mr: -
N ) be wirked out by them You effect of showing the young|ily will entertain them at din-|Joseph C. Mitrand, is complet-

s

ing studies for the priesthood
Mr. Mitrano ‘who was born in the Congregation of St. Basil.
. Mr. A ;

in Gaeta, Italy, in 1887, came| Other members of the family
here in 1905. He served in the|are the Misses Isabel and Philo-
Navy during World War 1 and~mena, who work at Bausch &
L was named 2 “Man of the Year”|Lomb; Mrs. Eu gene R,

beiter. Maybe the riest to talk ‘to “his parents |by the Catholic War Veterans.| (Frances) Uttaro; Vincent P.
what to do to help him to get g{,ﬁgﬁ’:‘im tgrem];,‘ Xt fault, gnd sée if there is axxl)ythmg' Hé was ernployed by Bausch &|Mitrano, an assistant district at-
but ~ maybe a good ae:rrof”ﬂrUMhewcoulMo—%-eﬁieet.a.recom_Lomh_.fm;_ﬂ.,vears. -His wife,|torney, and Gerard A. Mitrano,

Shoula I inform his former - can™t force peop]e to cooper-
parish priest and weould he ate A Jot depends on just
get in touch with himm? how- deep the division is and

f the boy. Mayhe it's

I belleve the -whole - prok—-ii¢ase of the bo

lem is due to a lack of com bettser that he is on his own

for a.while. It may help him
cern, lack of love and com . -~ ;
munication. Please tell me [0 rxiture and to analyie his

anan that sormeone is interest- | ner at the Blue Sombrero.

ed in him.

A talk w1th “his parents
may hiave some value alsa. I
think it would be a good idea
if you could ask the . parish

3535 W. HENRIETTA RD.
Yy mile south of Sout/}town Plaza .

T 4420100

already too late.
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fault es with him alss: Its ciliation hetween them and [Anna, 69, is a native Roches-'a lawyer w1tﬁ"’th"é“ﬁz§51"&id'
-hardl to Judge these matters the boy. May God bless you. terian. They are members of Society .

—Pat
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Father Laurence '
of the Division o
and Msgr. Thoma
of the Division of

muml‘;séucy

restgqrdbi-lity of

zens;* -they satd:-

should be grateful for your
parents’ guidance and for the
guidance that the NCOMP

gives you. —

And as a final word, I
might encourage you to work
on your grade as a "fair”
Catholic and try to acquire
genuine holiness without
fanaticism. After all, Our
Lord told us, “to become per
fect as my Heavenly Father is
perfect.”” May God bless you.

Dear Father,

Is the_ baptism which a
Protestant recelves from his
minister valld And {5 this

por?

recognized by the Church? |

Martin

—Dear-Martin,

There is mno doubt that
some baptisms in Protestant
rites are valid and are recog-
nized as such by the Church.
Each case has to be examined
on its own merits. One of the
big questions that has to be
answered is: what was the in-
tention of the Minister in
Baptizing. If it is equal to. the
intention of the priest when
he is baptizing then that bap-
tism would be valid,

- Where there. is a doubt |.

about the validity of a Prot

estant baptism, the Church,{

has the custom of baptizing a
person, conditionally if he
wishes to be received in the
Church. In that case the
Church is not saying the bap-

tism in the Protestant rite’| —
‘was not valld; she is, saying 1~ e

we're not sure apti
"is valid, and in such an im-
portant and necessary step
toward salvation we dont 7|
want to take a chance.

When the Church bapnzes
conditionally she in no way
means to demean the Protes-
tant baptism; she merely
wants to make sure in -case
there is a.-doubt about the
intention of the minister who
performed the baptisif. May
God bl‘ess you. N

) o
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