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- Pope’s Theolo.gi%al Commission | ORTIEN T\
- Meets at Same Time as Synod

By ROBERT R. HOLTON
Courier-Journal

T\’ngn_ he' named the commission “operation among the. conferences A s
last May, Pope Paul said he did so themselves.
in order that ‘“the Holy See will be
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Special Correspondent

Vatican City — Members of the
Synod of Bishops will need 1ibt want
for expert theological advice when

- they convene here next month for a
two-week working session.

Meeting in the Vatican at the same
time will be the Holy See’s Theolo-
gical Commission, established last
May by Pope Paul.

The 30-member commission will
begin the first meeting in its history
on Oct: 7. The extraordinary synod
will convene Oct. 11.

In fact, the commission is a child
of the first synod of bishops held
here two years ago next month. It
was at that gathering that the pope
was formally petitioned to establish
such a group. :

able to make use of the special con-.

tribution of expert theologians, select-
ed from the various parts of the
world, and thus profit from wider ex-
changes and more varied experi-
ences.” ’

Having the commission in Rome
at the same time as the synod is.in
session was obviously not a_mere co-
incidence.

And the presence of theologians
from 18 different countries who rep-
resent a wide spectrum of theologi-
cal thought on various Church mat-
ters could provide a test of sorts for

the prelates in the synod. L -

The synod was called by Pope Paul
to discuss methods of improving co-
operation between the episcopal con-

It is no secret that some of the
prelates are coming to the synod pre-
pared to demand that the hierarchy
be given a greater role in the ad-
ministration of the Church than it
now enjoys.

These cardinals, bishops and others
feel that the Pontiff and the Roman
Curia should consult them more on
vital Church matters before top
policy decisions are miade.

‘The question now in the minds of
many Vatican observers is whether
‘these same people are willing to ex-
pand that consultative program by
seeking advice on subhierarchical
levels, such as from an official com-
mission of theologians.

“Those who are coming here to
complain that the Holy Father and
the Roman Curia runs the whole
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ferences and the Holy See and co- .

' 4 show without even consulting them . : o ~— '
-~will-be~faced with a real challenge,” . . i . | vy,

a Vatican official explained, adding:

“When theological questions come - . o N,
up In the synod, which they are cer- ) :

tain to do, how willing will these ] !
bishops be to-spread the cooperation | ’ ~ %
idea a bit further by seeking the
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views of the commission members? - : ' s -
“There will he no excuse for them N
not doing so since it will require
only a mere telephone call or a short B} g : . . »
_walk to get the widestranging the- T, ) . . . g — o »
ological opinions on a givep matter . . <y 4 . ’ - -
-from-the-real-experts-in-the-eommiset...- y e L e .
sion.” - L
The commission was established. as:|.. § T , . . = . | QAN y e ‘& _
a consultative body: and one designed:{. < P —; ‘ : - 7o il " H o ey 4 ) 5&
to work in close cooperation with \ ‘ s § T o gt LS 4
the Sacred Congregation for the Doc- : S : -

- trine of the Faith.

The synod also is a consultative

body except in specific .cases where

- the Pope decides to give them de-
liberative powers on a particular is-
sue that comes before them. Néither<

at the last ‘synod nor in connection

- with the coming session fias any men-
tion of deliberative power been made.

Ry U

In naming the commission mem-
bers Pope Paul stressed that it was
- his aim to have the commission work
towards “the deepening and protect- |-
ing of the faith, that is, for the deep-
ening and .protection of genuine re-
vealed truth, and as a consequence,
also of the spiritual life of all the
Orders of the Holy Church.”

As near as can be determined, the
commission is an organ of and sub-
ject to the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith. Some Church lead-
ers, particularly among the progres-
sives, feel this curbs the activities
of the commission.
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Border Crack-Down oh Drugs

Hundreds of cars and pedestrians wait on the Mexican side of the
oo oo horderat San Ysidro, Calif., as “Operation Intercept” cracks down

Whatever the outcome of the com-
mission’s first meeting, it will be a
historic step. It may not draw the
public attention that the synod will,
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