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Faith Is More Than a 'Once-and-for-All' Act of God 
By Fr. Richard P. McBrien 

The distinction between the natur
al and the supernatural has long 

, occupied an important place in 
Catholic theology, particularly since 
the Protestant Reformation and the 
nature-grace debates of the 16th cen
tury. The First Vatican Council op
erated within these categories in its 
own teachings on divine revelation 
and faith, and the theology textbooks, 
catechisms, and popular pamphlets 
that were produced in the council's 
aftermath did the same. 

The natural-supernatural distinc
tion has had such a wide distribution, 
in fact, that many Catholics are now 
disturbed by its conspicuous absence 
In so much theological writing today. 
Because they no longer see the 
terms used on a frequent basis, they 

assume that the Idea of the super
natural as such Is under severe at
tack. 

In the earlier view, everything 
seemed so clear: there are two 
separate and distinct orders of real
ity, The natural order embraces all 
those elements of creation' which} 
have no explicit reference to God or 
to salvation. 

Thus, a man who gives a cup of 
water to a thirsty stranger is oper
ating at the level of merely natural 
goodness unless there is some spe
cific religious motivation. In the ab
sence of such motivation, the act 
itself cannot be described as meri
torious or salvific. 

The same would be.true with re
gard to faith. It is possible for a 

man to come to a knowledge of God 
as the beginning and end of all things 
with the use of human reason alone 
(the "God of the philosophers," he 
was called), but unless that act of 
understanding were elevated by 
grace, ^ this knowledge of God re
mains natural, i.e., it is not virtuous 
and it cannot of itself lead to salva
tion. 

Although- Catholic theology no 
longer accepts this particular view 
of the "natural order," we should not 
conclude that the reality signified by 
the term "supernatural" is about to 
be cast overboard. 

On the contrary, Catholic theology 
has been trying simply to correct 
some of the misconceptions which 
have arisen from a too sharp and too 
uncritical use of the earlier distinc

tion between the natural and the 
supernatural. There is a greater con
cern now with,the absolute priority 
of God's grace, on the one hand, and 
with the essential goodness of God's 
creation, oh the other. 

While it has been a Protestant 
tendency to exaggerate the Sovereign
ty of God and to deemphasize too 
much the role of human cooperation, 
it has been a Catholic tendency to 
so underline the place of human re
sponsibility that the divine preroga
tives have sometimes been relegated 
unwittingly to a secondary place. The 
Second Vatican Council tried its best 
to maintain a happy balance. 

Del Verbum, for example, placed 
less emphasis than Vatican I on the 
signs of credibility and the evidence 
for faith, while insisting upon the 

absolute necessity of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit (art. 5). On the other 
hand, the same article speaks of the 
perfecting of faith, of bringing faith 
to completion by the gifts of the 

1 same Holy Spirit. 

Faith is more than a once-and-for-
all act of God] ft is something which 
can increase or diminish within man 
himself. And yet whatever increase* 
there may be is always the fruit of 
the Spirit working,from within. 

In the next article, however, it 
seems that the council is once again 
endorsing the old distinction between 
the natural and the supernatural. A 
man can come to the knowledge of 
God in one of two ways: through the 
revelation communicated through 
Christ or from created realities as 
seen by the light of reason. Indeed, 

the" words are the same as those used 
by the First Vatican Council. 

Is Vatican II here restoring in arti
cle 6 what it seemed to remove in 
article 5; namely, the stress on the 
role'of argumentation and reason in 
the act of faith? Is the council sug
gesting that there is, after ail; such 
a "Thing as natural revelation, and 
if natural revelation, then natural 
faith? 

N Out of context it would seem so, 
but against the background of con
temporary Catholic theology (particu
larly the kind of theology that-had 
a strong influence in the writing of 
this and other council documents) 
we would have to draw a different 
conclusion., In next week's essay, I 
shall indicate the basis for this as
sertion. 

W A N T ^P 
Phone 454-7050 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
POOFING REPA1MS Wind dnmivno 

leaks, asphalt. Blnte. ti le, liilbert 
264-7665. 

FLOORS LAID. Blinded, rcflmshrd 
t i n e * -1921, Cy J. Callernoyn, 468 
6685. 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows removed, 
washing wnlls. floor wnxlnir. rlcnn-
Ing gutters etc. 486.4421. 

PAINTING INTERIOR only, you furn. 
Ish materials, 1 do Inlor with my 
equipment. 236-3101. 362-4439. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

WOMEN, club BTOupa. scout troop*. 
hsndtcRPPod persons, mnlin hint) 
commissions selling Christmas curds 
anji sunplios. No Investment necea* 
sary. Fran's Business Service, 646-
4250 or 646-4007. 

•IMPORTANT Notice: Tho Now 
York State Law Akrainst Discrim. 
ination and the Federal Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 prohibit dis
crimination In employment because 
of sex unless based.on a bona fide 
occupational qualification. Help 
Wanted and Situation Wanted ad. 
vorllsements are arranged In col
umn captioned "Male" and "Fe
male" for tho convenience of read
ers and are not Intended as an 
unlawful limitation or discrimina
tion based on sex." 

HELP WANTED—FEMALE 
NURSE R N or LPN for Pediatric 

offlco located near Northaide. Full 
tlmo (4V4 day week). Curriculum 
oltnc and expected salary. Reply Box 
2.1.1, c-o Courier-Journal. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
A PRAYERFUL Thanks to St. Jude 

for a favor received. You may ob
tain a Novena Book of Prayers to 
St. Jude. Pleaae call 467-7116. 

THREE DAY trip to Teoat of St. 
Michael's In New Jersey. Sept. 2-7, -28. 
29. Call 486-8151 for Information. 

MERCHANDISE 
STAMP COLLECTORS: I have U.S 

Mint Postage Stamps a Foreign Cov. 
er» for sale. Call H. L. Sllloway 
392-9600. 

FOR SALE: Pool Table, 7 ft Like 
new First llOO. Includes balls, cues 
and bridge. 342-1427. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED APARTMENT. I86wkly., 

TV. utilities limited. Family of 8 
(Refer. ReqJ B. K. Harrison, 811H 
W. Fifth, Elmlra. N.Y. 

WANTED 
WANTED FOSTER Boarding Home* 

urgently needed for Catholic Chll 
dron. all ages. Telephone Monroe 
County Children's Services Division 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
SIXTY PEW kneeling pads, 7 feet 

Mirth, brown nsughahide. good con
dition. St. Vincent de Paul's Church, 
II N. Main St., Churchvllle. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
LEARN TO SEW I Small classes, 

Saturday and eve nines. 478-6889. 

MUSICAL MERCHANDISE 
HUNTINGTON UPRIGHT plnno, all 

original, excellent condition." 1100. 
4T8-27.98. 

CHILD DAY CARE 
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE my home. 

Dewoy and Ravine. Phone 647-9318. 

WHO 

THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AIP TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

AN 
OPEN 

LETTER 
TO 

YOU 

WAYS 
TO 

SHOW 
VOU 

CARE 

Dear friend. 

Who cares about Holy Land refugees? 

Who cares if the baby born tonight in a refugee 
tent will have a clean blanket? 

Who cares if eager breadwinners deprived of 
their livelihoods can be retrained for new jobs? 

Who cares about the orphans of war? 

Our Holy Father cares. 

Ever since these wars began, our Pontifical Mis
sion" for-Patestfne-bas been caring in practical 
terms: shoes, blankets, hot meals, medicine, 
new houses, new classrooms, self-help family 
loans, re-training, scholarships. 

The world is beginning to care a lot about the 
hazard to everyone's peace in the unsettled 
status of 1.5OO.000 Holy Land refugees. While 
diplomacy remains boggled, your priests, nuns 
and lay workers are feeding, healing, teaching, 
mending the peace person-by-person—by caring 
where it counts. 

We believe that you care. too. About shivering 
children, about Christ's homeland, about peace, 
about the humane thing. 

The headlines of recurring crises in the Holy 
Land will not let your caring rest. We beg you to 
invest in people who treed you. with the handy 
coupon below. Your gift will go to work right 
away. 

And thanks for caring, 

Monsignor Nolan $ 

$ My'Stringless Gift,'use it where 
..it's needed most 

$2750 Equipment for Pediatrics Center 
$1390 Sound lab for 20 deaf-mute boys 
$ f>25 Three-room home for refugee family ... 
$ 3O0 Two year vocational training for refugee 

yoifngster 
$ 210 One-year hospital care for an aged 

refugee 
I "So SewTng'rnS'ChirTe terra refugee girl 
$ 25 One year_'_s jrjedical care for a refugee 

family 
$ 10 Braille»bo6ks for blind children 
$ S Twocrre-sses for an orphan girl. 
$ 2 Blanket for a baby 
$ 1 Lunch for a child tor one month 

0 c j r 

Dear, ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND $ . . 
Monsignor No lan : 

FOR .-

Please NAME_ 
return coupon 

with your STREET 
offering ' 

CITY .STATE_ ZIP C0DE_ 

T t < £ C A T H O L I C N E A R E A S T W E L F A R E A S S O C I A T I O N 

NEAR 
MISSIONS 
TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, President 
MSQR.-JOHNG. NOLAN, National Secretary 
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE Assoc. 
330 Ma'dison Avenue-New York, N.Y. 10017 
Telephone: 212/YUkon 6-5840 

S^fcj«ji.n4i(nlt > K-->Jt»J«SMfcilV. 

SETON MEETING 

The 13th Seton Group will 
meet at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Sept, 9, in the nurses' home at 
St. Mary's Hospital, with Mrs. 
H e n r y Lenhard and Mrs 
Charles Schmidt in charge. 

JMAL-
THE DIFFERENCE 

BUY A 

Dtllcloui 

DONUTS 
"DELUXE" 

'49 Varieties QA* 
Fresh Hourly • W 

Dot. 

" 2 ; ^ Buckman's 
"2376 Ridge Rd. W. ^To'nd 

Bowling Scores 
Invited 

Secretaries of parish bowling 
leagues are Invited to submit 
scores for publication in the 
Courier-Journal again this year. 

Official forms, including 
rules for publication, will be 
mailed to secretaries who write 
to: "Bowling", Courier-Journal, 
35 Sclo St., Rochester, N.Y., 
14604. Please also include the 
name of the league when re
questing the forms. 

GOURMET SUPPER 

Members and friends of the 
Rosary Guild at St. Joseph's, 
Penfield, are invited to take 
part in a gourmet tureen sup
per and recipe exchange Sept. 
10. The supper will begin at 
7:15 p.m., following Benediction 
at 6:30. Mrs. John E. Schuler is 
chairman. 

efflWF® 

BweigidL 
^ ^ DELICIOUS . m^^tmt^, 

•SK? HOTS 
. . . FOR THAT GRf AT-TASTE> FLAVOR 

jpt ' • m i ond 
t-dt oil low Zwiigle't 
Ho't »oi then "Grfol 
Toilc Ho.©' So »hol 
o . f , o u ' i do.r>9_ loke 
t.m# QWI | 0 f delicioui, 
Awtnlioui Zn-tttglt'i HoH. 
Yov c*o«e - r*d or 

'« indoor* or Out, 
dwmg work Or play, 
Zwttigle't Hod or* tum> 
mertun* ta«t«.(ovorllii 
ond a n e r a y ' l u H . Try 
torn, _ t h * r - , « |h« 
IO|l<««H 

t W l l f H l l INC., FAMOUS »0» fUAUTY UNCI l M t . t i l flTMOVTN ATI N. • M4-174A 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 
Pledged To: Quality Standards 

Dignity in Service 

Integrity in Buiiness 

PAUL W, HARRIS 
FUNERAL HOME 

AIR COND. 

954 CLIFFORD AVE. 
OFF STREET PARKING 

544-2041 

F. H. McELWEE & SON 
Quality Furniture 

79 S. Main St. 
393w"i°860r CANANDAIGUA, N.Y. 

F U N E R A L 
S E R V I C E 

Since 1915 
484 S. M A I N ST. 

394-2220 
394-3 186 

S 
EVERGREEN NURSERY 

OPEN DAILY 

See and Buy Where If Grows 

3446 MT. READ BLVD. 865-7813 

NOW 
DIGGING 

* EVERGREENS 
(All Varieties and Sizes) 

SEE OUR TREMENDOUS 
CHOICE SELECTIONS 

50% OFF ON NURSERY 
STOCK AVAILABLE 

FROM SPRING DIGGINGS 

Put Your LAWN in NOW 
Products: The Best in Quality & Price 
Advice & Equipment to do Jobs: Free 

5 HDP WITH 
CONFIDENCE BUYERS' SuMi 

a hand/ reference to quality 

FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 

r GENERAL BUSINESS 

V isit our show rooms—Select 
a real largain — Complete 

line Rug*, Furniture, Appliances, 
etc. 

Charlotte Appliance 
TONY AGOSTINELLI 

Lake Theatre—32(8 Lake Ave. 
663-5050 

^ J » ^ ^ * J » J 

You O w e It To 

Yourself To Use 

OUR MILK 

W« hava btin itrving tha Roch-
•ittr Area for marly Forty Ytars 
With Tha Finart In Dairy Prodoctt. 

WEGMAN DAIRY INC. 
4 6 5 Chili Ave. 4 3 6 - 8 1 0 0 

THE HOFFMAN 
MUSIC SHOP 
4 6 7 N. Goodman 
Phone 4 5 4 - 5 6 4 5 
OPEN EVENINGS 

GULF MOTOR CLINIC 
Dynamometer Tune-Up 

Wheel Alignment 
• Wheel Balance 

* Carburetor • Starter 
* Generators 

266-5472 Midland 
1141 Norton St . Shopper 

19 Clinton Av. S. 454-7611 

LINTZ HUMIDOR 
Rochester's Finest 

Tobacco Shop 
THE ONLY SHOP IN ROCHESTER 

DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO SMOKING 
OWN EVENINGS 

Drummer Boy Gift Shop j 
J 819 Moseley Rd. 
I On Route 250 South of Rt. SI 

j I ft the Old Country ~Stere 
j Atmosphere 
J Daily & Sat. 1-5 Sun. 1-7 "p.m. j 
j (716) 377-3677 

ASSUMPTION PARISH AMPLE PARKING 

RICHARD H. KEENAN 
FUNERAL HOME 

4 1 S. M A I N ST. FAIRPORT, N.Y. 

!— RICHARD H. KEfNAN 

3 7 7 - 1 7 8 0 

ri'i m I'liriiiiiiiiiiiii.i'Hf CHI wmi.ii i H m i l i \m n u n H U M I uwuini'i'iii'iiiiiiiinuii!! 
AIR-CONDITIONED 

EMERY- CURTIS FUNERAL HOME Inc. 
CHAS. A. CURTIS 

76 South Main St. Fafrport, N. Y. 3 7 7 - 0 4 8 3 
ASSUMPTION PARISH, FAIRPORT, N. Y. 

i 

niiii!iiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiii!iiMiMii.t,i'jiiMiiiij!iiiii'ii'M'i.i.iii Hi.ri.i I;I i iimrriwnimnirinnnitnifnraii!! 

HARLOFF 
uneta l me 

ST. JEROME'S 

PARISH 
I . ROCHESTER 

6 8 6 - 5 9 4 8 ' 

BURNS-HANNA 
467-5745 

1795 Ridge Rd. E. 

SPACIOUS PARKING 

DRUG STORES 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

B L A U W ' S 
PHARMACY 
Established 1851 

So. Goodman at Clinton 
2714199 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

CHILSON PHARMACY 
1704 Monroe Ave. 

• 473-6402 
Prescription 

DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 
COSMETICS - TOILETRIES 

PHOTO FINISHING 
2910 Dewey Avenue 865-2210 

WATCHES - DIAMONDS 

Budget Terms 

WM. S. THORNE 
JEWELERS 

318 EAST MAIN ST. 
Official U.K. Watch Impeetor 

( . . - - . . . 

H E A T H 
DOWNTOWN 
D R U G S 

Open 10 A.M. to 1 A.M. 
Sundays & Holidays Included 

Opposite Xerox Square 
141 CLINTON AVE. S. 2S2-27S7 

PATRONIZE 
OUR 

ADVERTISERS. 

ST. ANDREWS PARISH 
PRESCRIPTIONS 

Carefully Compounded 

MANDELL'S 

PHARMACY 
Hy Mandell 

266 •Ml 1.0785 9554 
DRUGS-COSMETICS-SUNDRIES 

Portland Ave. at Norton 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

LA MAY DRUG CO. 

1800 EAST AVE. 

271-2896 

PACKAGE STORES SUPER DISCOUNTS 

NEW YORK STATES 
LMSEST WIRE A SPIRITS CENTER 

is 

• f l Liquor 
Store &"' 

INTERNATIONAL ^0
NMS 

544-554 Chili 235-7674 
"WE GLADLY DELIVER" 

WARNER'S 
LIQUOR STORE 

HINCHEY ROAD 

AT CHItl AVE. 

BILL'S 
LIQUOR LOCKER 

336 MONROE AVENUE 
Near Alaxandar 

D L L and MARTHA COX 
W. Deliver M*-2»7 

FREE STAMPS 
* Except wines per taw. , ^ 

^PABISLLH 
1517 LAKE AVE. near Ridge Rd. 

ITLANTIC 
BUILDING 
SUPPLIES 

OPIN DAILY 8:16 A.M. . 9 P.M. 

2715 W. HENRIETTA t D . 
'\ . 

1800 EMPIRE ILVD. 
At Creek St. 

1520 W D G I RD. W . 
In Stone-Rlclg* Pine 

* W » » 
«.«/, 

By ROBERT R. HOI 

Coorler-Joanu] 
Special Correepon 

Vatican City — There 1 
conviction among many € 
ers here that Pope Paul 
a victim of too much exf 

Eight trips abroad in 
they say/has dimmed tt 
of both the Pope as a m 
pope as the most power* 
leader in the world todi 

It is a matter of record 
last three trips — to Bof 
bia; Geneva, Switzerland, i 
Africa — the pontiff fel 
singly short of attracting 
forecast. 

They also claim that tl 
of his personal and posi 
netism can be seen in : 

emotional response he cr< 
lombia and Switzerland. 

His recent trip to Kan 
da, they concede, stirred 
emotional outpouring the 

But they argue that t 
ing was far below what il 
been, among a largely une 
primitively emotional pe 

Added to this, they no 
amount of time, money 
the mass media throughoi 
spent on his most rece 
compared with his earth 
India, the Holy Land and 

During his 48-hour trip 
he competed with Presi 
for the banner-headline 
spots on radio -and~tehy 
casts. In America, and 
Western countries, Mr. 
hands down. 

During his recent pil{ 
rock-ribbed Protestant 
the pontiff drew as m 
public attention for the 
small and emotionally thi 
he received at variou 
there as for the historic 
of his visit to the hea< 
the World Council of Ch 

Many Church leaders 
the Pope did far bett 

Sometime 
-By Sarah Child 

"Would you like to-usi 
line?" 

I made the offer knov 
neighbor did not yet ha 
hooked up and with thr 
enjoying their first taste 
living the laundry was s 
ing. 

She looked at me cs 
do you have one? I di 
Wnes in anybody's bac 
said, then went on to 
she had wanted her 
string some up for her 
she stopped short with 
the sentence. 

I laughed and under 
breviated thought perfe 

Our own move to 1 
hood had .been made t 
years ago. 

How well I rememb 
henslon of standing on 
thumb in a neighbo 
seemed to me to be 
very old and close frier 

If you've ever made t 
the anonymity of a d 
to the relative opennes 
ban home, you may 
symptoms. 

No more yelling out I 

Last week before ht 
unfortunate stroke, Pr 
da Costa ej Silva, in ' 
the poorest piece of i 
and^bnc-conscience i 
announced that his gov 
noting $1.5 million to1 

struction of a new 
Brasilia. 

While this action w 
ueizedr--the—yerr sam 
was expelling Father 
Talpe of . Belgium fo 
action." This was rep 
National Catholic New 
received, little space ii 
Papers, which are cei 
military regime. 

Father Tajpe is the 
b e Mc1fced--out-of- Rn 
Thre«;«re;^AJneTi«|ans.-
helping m e working ) 
in theif battle^or bet 

Angelo Cardinal Ross 
visited Father Talpe In 
reported that he felt < 
loyal to his JSurch 
praised the priest for 
spirit" 

-There's^ Jurther _ci 
the $1.5 million donati 
dentf;wu%^-'.w«if' «* < 
Cathedral Constructio 
and when the donatio) 

wmi.ii

