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The Man Americans Must See to Visit the Pope 
By FATHER LEO McFADDEN 

Vatican City — How does an 
American get into a papal audi­
ence? 

To find out, I went to the 
priest in charge of the "audi­
ence office," the official agency 
in Rome established and sup­
ported by the American bishops 
to aid American tourists and 
pilgrim groups. 

The priest is an American 
from the diocese of Sioux Falls, 
S.D., Father Richard J. Maho­
wald He is a man who seems 
to enjoy his work, Who loves to 

Jje_jijamt,acl_Mlii-4Kioj)ie_and 
who gets satisfaction 
helping tourists. 

out of 

He' is at the same time the 
superior of the graduate house 
of studies for American priests 
in Rome, a part-time teacher at 
the undergraduate North Amer­
ican College and a pursuer of 
a doctorate in philosophy "just 
to keep up a good reading pro­
gram for myself." 

The process of getting a 
ticket is simple enough. A let­
ter should be sent in advance 
to Father Mahowald from a 
chancery office or even from a 
prospective pilgrim himself 
making the request. 

"This part is crucial for us," 
he insisted. "We want to know 
when the party is arriving in 
Rome, the exact date and the 
time of day. the home address 
and zip code in the States and 
where they will b^ staying 
whHr- in Rome." 

The audience office will then 
send back a form letter to -the 
people stateside, assuring them 
that their application has been 
received and giving them the 
contact point when they arrive 
in Rome. 

Wednesday morning Is the 
time for them to plan on for 
the andlence in St. Peter's 
basilica and. that falling, to 
plan to be on hand at noon on 
Sunday for the papal blessing 
In the square of St. PetcF's or 
the courtyard at the summer 
villa In Castel Gandolfo. 

This advance notice to the 
officials in Rome Is most Im­
portant, for the simple reason 
that the American office is sent 

Peter's right in the city. For 
a few dollars arrangements can 
be made at the hotel for trans­
portation. For the more adven­
turesome, the journey can be 
made in convenient public trans­
portation. I 

I asked about the number of 
people who used the audience 
office. It amounts to tens of 
thousands each year, for we 
checked Father Mahowald's list 
for one week in August and 
found that over 700 people had 
procured tickets for that one 
Wednesday audience/ This in­
cluded a dozen groups travel-
ling together, a small number 
for the office to handle, and 
about 115 separate requests for 
another 400 people. 

The traffic is much more in­
tense in early summer and 
around Easter when the student 
groups come flocking into 
Rome. 

Wednesday is the only day 
that the Pope receives visitors 
in a general or semi-private 
audience, but a most colorful 
aspect of the papal public ap­
pearances occurs many times' a 
year for th6 non-summer travel­
er. It just takes a note to the 
audience office to find out the 
dates of beatification or canon-
i.z a t i o n ceremonies in J5t. 
Peter's. 

-This Is wJien-thejuial-meaifc-
ing of the basilica comes alive, 
Father Mahowald said. "It is 
one thing to see St. Peter's as 
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a sort of museum, but it takes 
on a completely different beau­
ty during a papal ceremony 
when it is suddenly transform­
ed into a great hall of prayer. 
This is true also during Holy 
Week when almost every day 
the Pope, is conducting one se 
vice or another and it is al 
open to the public. For many, 
just seeing* the Pope as a priest 
at the altar is much more mean­
ingful than seeing him in audi­
ence." 

The semi-private audience 
seems to~be given to two classes 
of people by;.the Vatican office 
WhlcTTaTlotr "ainti^kets-for-^ny-
function. The sick, the infirm, 
or those with a terminal illness 

comprise one group given 
special consideration. Special 
people who have come. with a 
p a r t i c u l a r ^recommenda­
tion form the other class. "It 
is not generally known how 
much the office of the prefect 
(in the Vatican tries, to accom­
modate those who are not 
blessed with good health, but 
they go all out," Father Maho­
wald explained. 

We have all heard many 
times that to, both the devout 
and to the unbeliever there is 
something ethereal about see­
ing the Pope, something "other 
worldly" about being lost in a 
crush of TiumamTy DutTee'ling 
quite near that man in white, 
or being caught up in the 

its heraldry of i t all, but seeing 
serenity as well. 

AH of this is unsubstantiated, 
of course, but it begins to be­
come a glimmer of truth in the 
office of the man who will get 
you there: . 

Father Richard Mahowald, 
superior, 

Casa Santa Maria; 
Via Dell Umllta 30 
00187 Rome, Italy. 

I f you are a pilgrim, one 
rea^y to mix in with thousands 
of others from around the 
world, just write him before 
yovr leave t he States, give.him 
all the particulars and then go 
see him to collect your tickets. 
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sS38 Finer Service At No Extra Cost 

MEMORIAL CHAPEL INC, 
Rufus Hedges, Pres. 

770 East Main St. • Dial 454-7070 
AT ALEXANDER STREET 

•- <mry the number of-tickets they 
request ftw » gHwm—audience. 
and no more. The entire vouch 
er Is submitted on the Friday 
before the Wednesday audience 
so any "latecomers." thoso who 
have not requested in advance, 
are generally requested to pre­
sent themselves personally to 
the Vatican distribution point 
to take their chances on avail­
able tickets. 

Tf the pilgrims desire, the 
tickets will be sent to the-ma­
jor hotels In Rome. 

"Besides," Father Mahowald 
said, "most of the people like 
to come here to get the tickets 
lust to have tfiem in their pos­
session. I am glad to tell them 
what T know, help them ar­
range to get to the audience, 
suggest walking tours, or as 
simple a thing as where they 
can get a good meal. It is just 
a little thing, this easy conver­
sation, but sometimes it means 
a lot to a person far from 
home " 

There are several ways of 
setting to the audien-e. wheth­
er tt is to be held at Castel 
Gandolfo. some 18 miles from 
Rome or at the-ha-siMi-a of fit 

DIET WORKSHOP 
A diet workshop open house 

will be held Monday. Sept. 8. 
at Most. Precious Blood Audi­
torium. 179 Stenson St., at 8 
p.m. 

Home Heating Inc. 
271.*07» 271-4*50 
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DUKE makes any time a fun 
time. It's the kind of beer 
you can live with . . . beer 

Rafter beer! And if you're 
only having one DUKE, 
you're missing half the funl 

< PITTSFORD 

144 Humboldt St. 482-9563 
CLOSED MONDAYS 

Ouquun* Brewing C«., Pittsburgh, f«. 

*o^25% Off 
On D A W ' S Q u a l i t y 

PHOTO 
FINISHING 

Plus... 
• ONUS, WALLET SIZE 

KODACOLOR PRINTS. 

ONSON 
Closest . . . 
Fastest . . . 
Lightest 
Touch O T A I I 

Electric Razor 

Theri's A Big, Modern 
DAWS Near You: 
• RIDGE-HUDSON PLAZA 
• 1000 CLINTON AVE N 
• 2155 PENFIELD RD 
• PERINTON PLAZA 
•426 LYELL AVE 
» EAST ROCHESTER > 
• LATTA & DEWEY 
• 1338 LYELL AVE 
• RIDGE & DEWEY 
• 1750 EAST AVE 
• EMPIRE PLAZA 
•CULVER RIDGE PLAZA 
•EASTWAY PLAZA 1 
» PITTSFORD PLAZA 
• BR0CKP0RT PLAZA 
• ROLL'S HEAD PLAZA 
• MT HOPE PLAZA 
• GOODMAN PLAZA L 
• STONE-RIDGE PLAZA I 

132-bladc super-honed stainless 
steel cutters' 

I Big "Super-Trim" clippers' 
Groom sideburns, collar-zone, 
mustache m seconds' 

I Power-cleans itsell at the flick 
of a switch! 

master charge Value 

Complete In 
Travel-Storoge 

Case 

CANDY 
BARS 

Reg.10< Bars 
^ M o u n d s 

BANKAMCRICAHO 

• RONSON 6 0 0 1 3 . 3 3 
• Ladies C A R E S S . . . 8 . 9 9 

• A l m o n d Joy 

IALS 
Qual i ty. . .9- INCH 

PAPER PLATES 

100 Plates 

Hard-
Finish 

Cello-
Sealed 

70(Value 
Your 

Choice 

KT1*!^ 
S o l . Eids W W . 

N i t * , S«p»t. 3rd 

Quantity Rights Reserved 

HARDWOOD 
CHARCOAL 

STYROFOAM 

HOT or COLD 
PICNIC CUPS 

• 7-oi.Sin 
Pkg. of 50 

• 4-lb.lAG 

43* 

INJIWIU 

SHAMPOO 

CEPACOL 
ANTI-BACTERIAL 

lU-oi . 
SIM 

Value 

Site 

Value 

EXTRA D«i 

4.3-ox. 
Spiol 

$V0O 

Value 

POUDENT 
DENTURE-

POWDER 

. SL*« _, ™ » • • • i 

92c 

Value 

^ **» 
,> t 

NASAL MIST 

SOLARCAlN* 
9 W MEDICATED 

SPRAY 

CURAD 
BANDAGES 

15cc 

SV*9 

Value 

*2 - 0 0 

Value 
STOPS PAIN 

AIDS 

»ox ol 47 

73< 
Value 

T * - * ? ^ ^ ^ 
* ^ > * 

V A D i i * E c u W l 

^ M SWEDISH _ = 

TOOTHPASTE 
for 

Whim 
Till* 

b9< 
Value 

m 

Barb -o -L r fe 

CHARCOAL 
LIGHTER 
•Quart Sizt 

PLASTIC 

HmKloxSEfiONS' 
Lear 

SHOP 
HERE 
for Everything 
Students Need 

X A I I DAW'S Stores 
Have Complete 
Selections Of 

Schook Supplies 
. i i ted Here Are A Few 
.Compare Our Prices 

LOOSE-LEAF 

RING 
BINDER 

SCHOOL SET 
• 25c Filltr Piper 
• 10c Oriaiizors 
• 9fc l i i d i r 
•39< Looso-Loaf 

DictioHory 

VINYL 
BOUND * ^ 
HARD 
COVfeR 

rarNTM-E-N* 

AUtJ*ST jOfe 
GILLETTE 
^ A D J U STABLE 

RAZOR BAND 

M73 Value 

39c Construction Paper, 22 Sheets..33( 

29( Sterling Pencil Sharpener 23' 
98( Typewriter Paper, 300 Sheets..75 
29< Pencil t Ink Erasers, 5's... 24< m 

300 SHEETS 
LOOSE-LEAF 

FILLER PAPER 
Sites-RQ^-irt. x 8-in.) 

• 5 -Ho le 

C Quality 
Paper 
At A 

•> mm 1H H I J V Terrific 
R e g . 5 9 ' ^ ^ M Savings 

SPIRAL B O U N D 

STENOGRAPHER'S 
NOTEBOOK 
• G R E G G RULE 

Value 

wmmmmim 
'>ivm.'W.'W>'!Sn«!),'i'!.'.. 

fof 

$1.11 

Value ea.l 

24 
Tablets-

*V35 

Value 

I 4 , 5 . O J U _ 

SU» 

T « i 
• r m n n i J i 

t * f f « 

AMI: 
Value 

BIC PEN 

Sd 

^ 

mi 
^ y l c V THE"AJATIY'BARBER 

~ ^ i i , , THUS, S,ap.s . . . ' B l . -ds-

\*a -Also * SVov.r 

^ .total for 
Entire) la#«T 

•MM 
lot 

T V i e Water ?ti °«> ^^0^lothbrush i" • 

•o ( 
regular pror.essiot.a 

Material5 "Ln<^ . 
American Dental 
Association 
AsSOCia>.~" 

" ^ . ^ V a l 
'^^IStettJsa 

•:._ M EDlttM F 0 T H I i m i > l N S 

Vt t lwe^^ fa j r 

Set of 

RULED INK PAPE£ 

COMPOSITION 
6O0K 

• 200 Sheets 

501 

.^J^Llltt jcfcipji SiptlitsiibftAW'S. 
Y«»'ll llko Thi (^••my...tb Stvi*! 

Shop DAW'S Value-Packed Stores...for Qualify i* ^.-l-
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