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the flesh, but those who live acc})rding to the
Spirit, set their minds on the things of the Spint”
(Rom.\8/5).
Pour the Humanae Vitae into an un- Spmted
i conscience, and it comes out in rebellion. Pour it .
' - into a Spirited conscience, and it comes out with
- this new resolve: “Christ shall be magmfied in my
body™ (Phil. 1/20). The flesh consciente is at war
with God (James 4/4; Rom. 8/7). It may not be
,wholly conscious of this hostility, but it comes out
in bitterness against the Church- The ‘“‘natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit .
neither can he know them” (1 Cor. 2/14). I}mvin
said that his dedication to science had dulled the
love he once had for music and poetry. When the
Spirit departs, even in those who are haptized, the
declarations of the Holy Father on moral matters
seem stupid.

How Our Lord warned about the neglect of the
Spirit; how souls would “turn Him off"": how their
hearts would become hardened:

“you will listen and listen agsin, but hot under
3 stand, '
L . See and see again. but not perceive.
' For the heart of the DALION HiS BrOWIT COTrse;
Their ears are dull of hearing, and tbe\ bhave
- shut their eyes, . . . o
For fear they should see mth their eyes”

Turning Off the Spirit

A new kind of insulation has possessed the !
Christian who is losing the Spirit. He avoids meet-
ings,’conferences and bhooks which would disturd
his conscience, while he limits his reading and his
campanionship only to those who ease his consci-
ence. Cancerous, they refuse to-go near a physi-
cian; thirsty, they approach no wells where Christ
is seated in the glow of the noonday sun: “Intel-
lectually they are in the dark, and they are
estranged from the life of God, without knowledge
because they have shut their hearts to it. With
their sense of right and wrong once dulled, they
have abandoned themselves to sexuality, and
eagerly pursue a course of indecency of every
kind. Now that is hardly the way you learned
from Christ” (Eph. 4/18-19).

This does not mean that those whose consci-
ences are illumined by the Spirit have no strug-
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.- Spirit-led consciences are weak too, but their

- weakness is not the same as that of the natural
‘ conscience, which makes us protesters and projec-
tors of guilt on others. The weakness of the flesh,
= admitted in the Humanae Vitae, is never despair-
ing, because “The Spirit helps us in our weakness
. .. He Who searches the hearts of men, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
—- - —.intercedes-for-the saints. according -to-the will of
‘God.” (Rom. 8,26, 27). The anti-Body of Christ syn-
drome, which comes out as aggressiveness, is
quite different from the weakness which relies
on the Spirit.

Even though human frailty fails to live up to

‘ the Humanae Vitae, the soul sees itself between
two intercessors: Christ in Heaven, and the Holy

Spirit in the soul. Above and within the faithful
Christian is strengthened. Above, because “if any-

one should sin, we have an Advocate with the Fa-

ther, Jesus Christ, Who is just” (1 John 2/1).

_ Within, ‘‘because the Spirit intercedes for the
‘_ - saints accerding to the Will of God” (Rom. 8/27).

What a difference between the natural consci-
ence which so often beasts: ‘‘My conscience tells
me I am innocent,” and the conscience which feels
burdened with sin, and yet relies on the Scarred
Hands of Christ extended pleadingly to the
Heavenly Father, and the intercessien of the Spirit
in the soul to draw us back to God. The natural
conscience, especially the consciences of those’
who' have lost the faith, feels compelled to accuse

» the Church, to excuse its sin; the Spirit, conscience
loves the Church more than ever. And ?t loves the
Church because it is keeping the negatives of
what ‘constitute a happy moral life, while the world
is tearing up the photographs. “‘So be very care-
ful of the lives you lead, like intelligent and not
like senseless people. This may be a wicked age,
but your lives should redeem it” (Eph. 5/15).
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