The startling contrasts presented by
Africa are y il - in-
two incidents wluqh have dra in-
_‘termtional attention-to-the vast, come-

blex continent: the first visit of a
reigning Pope to Africa and the mur-

‘der, in Nairobi, of the K states-
man Tom Mboya. enyf -
Pope Paul's trip next week to a re-
ligious shrine in the jungle near Kam-
pala, Uganda, points to an Africa
peacefully developing and moving
frolm a past of violent religious and
political antagonisms into a future
.with hopes for unity and cooperation.

The assassination of the popular
Christian political leader — who had
been widely expected to succeed
President Jomo Keényatta — paints to
an Africa where modern, Western
political antagonisms are linked to
and complicated by a historic heri-
tage of tribal animosities.

Some parts of Africa still suffer
from a problem solved in- Kenya and
Uganda -~— domination of the black
Apartheid (racial segregation) holds
people by a small white minority.
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Nigeria, once a. major source of
hope to Western observers concern-
ed to see Africans work out a solu-
tion to their problems, has been
deeply, perhaps irreparably, divided
by a civil war of enormous bitterness
whose toll of civilian casualties is
enormous.

Tribal rivalry is an element in the
Nigeria-Biafra struggle as it was in
the Mboya assassination and the riots
which followed it. Also notable in
Biafra are the political continuation
of old colonial boundary lines and,
the perenndal hunger of industrial na-
tions for Africas raw material. Ac-
cording to some authorities, the real
stake in the Nigerian struggle is the
large oil deposits in Biafra. .

Politically and culturally, Africa
can be compared with an enormous
sandwich: Islam in the North and
apartheid (with Portuguese colonial

rule) in the South; between these

r layers a e Teas-
ingly autonomous group of former
colonies now ruled by native Africans.

While they are no longer the domi-
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cant element in the population of
some countries, particularly in the
larger cities where their services
are sought as educators, engineers
and doctors.

Religiously, the continent is di-
verse; Protestantism, Catholicism and
Islam are mingled in varying propor-
tions, with a strong remnamt of the
original, animist African religions in
many countrles
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For the Christians a prevalent
theme has Jgﬂ een the gradual transfer
of rellglofis" leadership from Euro-
pean and American missionaries to
native Africans —a process which,
in many cases, is still far from com-
plete. About one third of the conti-
nent's Catholic bishops are native,

finm in South Africa and moves to-
-in. Rhodesia. :

\

On’ Eve of__._Bape Bauls Vlslt
A Land of Starthng Contrasts

A Catholies family prays beside a marker at the exact spot where

the marty:r Charles Lwanga was burnred to death at Namugongo,
1a

consecrates a shrime at this site in honor of the martyrdom of
Lwangra and 21 other Ugandans. (Religious News Service)

. tion to the recvognilion — widespread
among. miss!

While these charges have been de-
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at a severe diEsadvantage In misslon
territories,

In the centraml part of Africa, where
freedom from  colontalism and from
the apartheid-sstyle rule of a white
minority has t»een most fully achiev-
ed, mission sc@nools have been given
a large share ©f the credit for train-
ing the leadesrs who brought their
countries to iradependexxce.

©.i  This pipeess is still taking place In

the Southern zpart of the continent,
according! to MFethedist Bishop Ralph
E. Dodge, whro wis expelled from
Rhodesia by t¥ae govermument of Ian
Smith. The Ckxristian Church is pro-
ducing Africa*ss-‘“leaders of the Lib
eration parties., the potentlal George
. Washingtons o—f tomorrow,” he said.

Islam, the dominant religion -

throughout the North of the conti-
nent, iS a significant force almost all
the way down to the equator on Afri-
ca's West coast and even further down
on the East coast. Dar es Salaam, the
capital of Tanzania and a city well
below the equator, reflects Islamic in-
fluence not only in its name but in
the affiliation of many of its citizens.

In countries as far apart as Sene-

gal and Somalia, Islam is the domi-
mant religion. Tension between Islam
and Christianity has often been men-
"tioned, along with cultural, tribal and
political differences, as an element
in the Nigeria<Biafra conflict.

Rapprochement is taking place, to
sonie extent, among Christians of
varlons denomlnations in some p

frics his Is partly in response
to the growing ecumenical atmos-
phere of recent years, partly a reac-

Bishop McNu

Opposition *o spartheid govern
ments has probs»ably done more to en-
hance the i rmage of Christian
Churches in t#ie view of politically
alert black Af=icans than any other
single activity.

During the paast year, however, the
Churches in Afarica have become ¥den-
tifiled on a baroad, interhith basis
with an aclivitsy that has drawn even
more worliwidee attentionm: the flying
in and disiribaetion of rellef supplies
to the encirclead people of Biafra.

Couriously, prublicly expressed re-
actions to the- religiously-sponsored
Biafra.airlift haave been less frequent
and less entkrusiastic in much of
Africa than m3ght be expected.

ig ha onsistenitly s
the Ohurches ©f aiding the Biafran
war effort, nox simply feeding and
caring for the= health of civilians.

Ity Refnstates

Buffalo Prie.s_zfs” Sena te

Buffalo —(RNS)— Bishop James
A. McNulty of Buffalo, who sus-
pended the diocesan Priests’ Senate
last May, has ordered it reactiviated
and approved a more extensive repre-
sentation for the body.

Father Francis S. McCormick, Sen-
ate president and pastor of Holy.
Family Parish, said that Bxshop Mc'
Nulty had approved expansion of the
Senate from 21 to 24 members and
x:educed the number of bishop ap-
ts-from.six to three.

The prelste zannounced on May 22
that the Senate- was suspended as an
official body wmtil he decided what
should be done with it. Earlier, 2
resolution had been tmtroduced in
the Senate urg3ling the Bishop to re-
instate seven se=minary professot's’ he
had dismissed I»ecause of their stand
on birth contro®.

- $30 Million

ceused . overall-Afri

mén and . the Churches have offered
to let neutral parties inspect their en-
tire relief operation, Nigeria’s charges
may have had some influence on
opinion elsewhere in Africa.

Even more crucial, perhaps, is the
impact of Biafra as an example of
one of the key problems Africa has
yet to solve, that of tribalism. To the
educated African who thinks in terms
of natiomal interests, the secession of
Biafra can éasily represent a danger
widespread throughout the continent
— that of tribal identity supersed-
ing the larger loyalties which hold a
nation together

Tribalism cropped up after the as-
sassinstion of Mr. Mboya in the worst
rioting Kenya has seen since it achiev-
ed independence. Members of Mr.

——Mboyw’s “tribe;, the Luo, were incline——1 -

ed to blame the larger Kiyuyu tribe,
which holds most of the polmcal
power in Kenya, for the murder. Vio-
lence by Luos against Kikuyus was
widespread. The government has ap-
parently weathered the outbreaks of
violence, but observers believe that
one effect of the killing has heen to
solidify Luo support for the leader of
the opposition party, Oginga Odinga.

Some of the larger tribes of Africa,
numbered in the millions and trans-
cending national borders, supported
by ageless traditions and intensely
cultivated feelings of loyalty, appear
stronger than many formal govern-
ments. Their relations among them-
selves, with the governments and

Sportabout stereo plays indoors on regular AC hours current, outdoors on eight “D"*
batteries . . . Volume controls for each 4” speaker in detachable enclosures for greater
separation, Automahgmanual 4-speed changer with record-protecting Feather Action.
Tone Arm. #VMP47, 79 95. Batteries and lighter adapter aptional extras.

with the still embryeiie 1deal of
ean—u&iw—nmy—bc the key
question faced in the near future by

this enormous, highly pluralistic and

still turbulent continent.

3 Parishes
Join in

Housing Plan

Denver — (NC) — Three Denver
parishes ‘have formed the Tri-Parish
Development Corporation, a non-prof-
it housing corporation to rehabilitate
30 low cost houses for low income
families.

The corporation is the largest of
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As & result, Father McCormxck
said, the new Senate, which will be
elected during the Summer, will have
a greater local representation than
its predecessor.

. In his letter reactivating, the Sen-
ate, Bishop McNulty said he had re-
ceived 217 letters from diocesan.
" priests in favor of continmng its

. operatlon

In his letter to Father McCormick
the bishop stressed that the Senate-
was a consultative and not a legisla-
- tive body. “The mind of the Church

- is crystal clear” with reference to a
. Senate of Priests as a.consultative -
~~ group who, by their advice, would
assist the bishop in the government
of the diocese,’ Bishop- MeNulty said

Spent for Poor

Baltimore —-(RINS)'—- One of the
Catholic agenciees with. programs in
the- UJ.S. black =community, the Com-
mission for tlme Citholic Missions
Among the Col=ored People and the

Indians, has sprent moxre than $30°

million since itss foundation in 1887,
Lawrence CardEmnal Shehan retealed
here. / ’

The commissEon obtgins its fands
from "an annual mationwjde collection,
usually taken oma the firSt Sunday in
Bente

““The $3(T
only part of thex money spent by the
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' Since 1456, the annual co}leqnon .

" $6.00; Cinada- ind Bowth -Americs, $8.50;

" al and’ réligivuss—prograims for ¥
Americans, the -treasurexr said,

Additional funds — “estimsted in

millions of dol¥ars — are provided
of Cath-—:

~through the-Ameerican Board
a\n programs and
g-opders.. - ... -- .

has pas e milion dollar mark
and it has beéen over $16 mxmon
évery year sirmce 1965. ‘The ' 1968

figure,- $1,046,0040, was the
: history
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T6-simitar—housing--corporations=with«~.--

in the Denver area;, most of which
have undertaken renewal of from
five to eight units at a time. The
Federal Housing Authority has ap-
proved plans.for the $420,000 under-
taking.

The project is part of the federal
program which autherizes non-profit
organizations to buy and rehabilitate

run down homes, and then to locate
low income familles who qualify to

_ buy the houses at low interest rates.’

* ‘The federal government pays the dif-
ference between -thé going interest
rate and the low rate charged poverty
”'famnla:..._ e .“Z.e-.......,._ P

The reasons for~ participahng in

__the_program_-are. tvmfolLl‘Iot, only. ==t

_ing, but - the. rehablhtatlon of---older
homes within the neighborhoods will
tend to upgrade the entire area,
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nﬁnbihu'on and Presentation 'of our

" Lady, hegan preliminary work on the
project several months ago, coordi-
o nating it with the Denver Fair Hous-
ing dnteg’ prog‘m“ém Which "began in
January, 1968 P :
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