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ay's Parish a Many Spleiidored Thing 
m 

(First «f a twO-part series.) 

_ Marl. Antoinette Bosco has 
beiSTrtJIf writer for the Long 
Island Catholic since Its found-
Ing in 1WJ. She has worked 20 
years In CCD and is involved 
In hjum*n relations ^»rk. She 
has bad niore than 300 articles 
and two books published. 

By ANTOINETTE BOSCO 

The Sunday announcements 
were over and the pastor paus­
ed, looking around at his peo­
ple. The parish had been newly 
established s ix months before 
with an instant congregation 
of 1,000 families taken in1 

chunks from surrounding par­
ishes. 

The parish had been named 
after a layman — St. Thomas 
More — to emphasize this as 

age of the layman, and the 
pastor was trying to set the 
tone of his parish as up-to-the-
minute • progressive. As one 
change, he had requested that 
a family volunteer for each 
Sunday Mass to carry the bread 
and wine to the altar during 
the Offertory. 

the Mm, I thought I would be 
deluged with responses. Instead, 
we aren't getting enough fam­
ilies to even continue this kind 
of Offertory procession." 

Some explain this silence as 
"the name of the game is 
apathy — the 'why should I 
care?' crowd." Others add that 
"people insulate themselves 
from anything that interferes 
with, their own comfort; they're 
the — 'why should I bother?' 
crowd.'* 

After • four and one half 
year study o f 110 Long Island 
parishes in depth, from history 
to current life, I have conclud­
ed that these explanations are 
over-simplifications. The stimu­
lus of-the changing Church it-
self has caused most of the dis­
satisfactions within parish life 
today. 

It hat produced both a tense 
-laity, confused over the new 
terminology of involvement, 
community, commitment, and 
threatened by new practices 
ueh «t chewing the boat, Com. 

of a near-by major seminary and 
a Dutch theologian. The average 
-attendance- far-this--higfclevelfernAfolfcrjicJUMjs^ wjth,_the 
series was around 100, with a 
majority coming from other 
parishes and Protestant church­
es, and only a few from their 
own. 

Finding people who care 
about their Christian-mission-rs 
still a tough job. One woman 
trying to tecruit college-trained 
adults for high school Confra­
ternity teaching had poor re­
sults. One man said, "No, I'm 
jealous of my time." A woman 
with only one 8-year old child 
gave as her excuse for refusal, 
"My dinner hour is too hectic." 

Liturgy changes get mixed 

reactions, sometimes unexpect­
edly affirmative. One parish of-

original words of the songs 
Simon and Garfunkel, the Bea­
tles, Pete Seeger, and such — 
unchanged. The homily is often 
a reading of items from the 
Sunday paper, with commen­
taries, 

The priests report that this 
Mass is jam-packed with a turn-
away crowd of young, medium-
aged and elderly each week. 

Thus, within the large parish 
system today, you find people: 

• who want to be involved in, 
a high level of religious educa 
tion 

* who couldn't care less 
about what the parish offers 
frpm_thjB sacredjojhe social — 
who have yetTto'be stimulated 
and motivated to be concerned 
beyond their own life sphere. 

• who want to experience 
contemporary liturgies 

•" who wanf^quiet" MasseT" 

• who want parish-initiated 
activities of social concern 

• who want novenas. 

People, complain that in a 
church - auditorium or a big 
church where you have up­
wards of 1200 people, Mass is 
an impersonal experience. 

One suggestion has been to 
provide occasionally an in-be-
'tween liturgy, one which would 
^e~somewHar*TOSt»ni3aesigned'f 
for s p e c i a l groups, or for 
groups with a common interest. 
Examples w^uld b e an' excel­
lently "prepared folk Mass for 
teenagers; a Mass for confra-
ternltyjworkers. membersjrf a 

group, senior" citi-
parlsh, widows, and 

discussion 
zens in a 
so forth. 

Eight families found that by 
sitting together,- tne relation­
ship they felt took the isola­
tion of being in a crowd at 
Mass, and the effect was a joy 
ous Eucharist. 

"We meet front of the 

church before Man and go into 
church together. Afterwards we 
gather at one of our homes for 
coffee *nd"doTratsrThis~w«y~we~ 
really feel we've been joined to­
gether in love," said one of the 
women. ( 

S t Anne's parish in Brent­
wood, Long Island [began a 
summeFSaturday morning ram-
ily Mass, whieh-was followed by 
refreshments on the lawn. Over 
100 people have participated 
each week for two summers 
now. A repeated comment was 
that the warmth and friendli­
ness of Saturday morning car­
ried over to Sunday's Mass. 

(To be continued.) 
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mtrttion^ttnder-botlr»peclt 
*, . first Confession, and other mm* 

lor shifts In Catholic living; 
and an enthusiastic laity, seri­
ous about the directives of Vati­
can II, anxious to work for their 
implementation, but not at all 
sure how to d o this. 

My studies Indicate clearly 
that -the-flrst and basic need 
must he to clarify the spectrum 
of differences which exist 
among people located within 
the same parish, 

Tlje parish today has out­
grown its once homogeneous 
character, In most dioceses, 
people still become fellow pa-
rishioners on—a-strictly^geogra-

-. phical basis because they hap­
pened to buy ^ r rent afaouse-to 
a certain area, and not because 
of any interest, work, educa­
tional or philosophical relation­
ship. 

This fact demands consider­
ation. Because if a parish does 
not contribute to the develop­
ment of community and rela­
tionship among its people, can 
it b e called a parish? Without 
doubt, there should be some re­
defining of exactly what consti­
tutes a parish. 

Examples of this people-var­
iety show up at almost any par­
ish meeting today. Violent dif­
ferences of opinion exist on al­
most any safest, particularly 
the -touchy ones like sex educa-
aon- in-the-schools, too m 
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situation, war and peace, and 
the updated theology. 

Now • controversial programs 
get only a spotty response. In 
one parish of nearly 4,000 fam­
ilies, a lay-initiated lecture ser­
ies, open to tioe public, tackled 
topics such a s Scripture, Con­
science, Freedom, the New Mor-
ality. given b y faculty members 
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