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Spanish Church and State 
DimcuMes^^etseecA Church^ finally led to his *xile. 

es &M the Spanish government, 
..&. clusnic jcsndiiiGn i n Spain 
throughout living mentoiy, have 
undertone a striking shift In 
recent times. Difficulties suf­
fered by Protestants in "the 
overwhelmingly Catholic conn-
try have been substantially re-
duced hut tensions -with the 
Catholic\«iergy are isemtsing. 

Difficulties between the gov­
ernment and the Catholic 

XhuTCh7"tnii~xaTintr)^wrrer«rThe_ 

two powers have usually worked 
together with smooth coopera­
tion, are many-faceted. 

Priests have been arrested in 
Spain daring the past year al­
most as fast as they were being 
released or rehabilitated in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Criticism of the Spanish gov­
ernment by Church leaders— 
mostly confined to private state-
merits in the past or expressed 
in carefully diplomatic phrase­
ology — has now reached the 
stage where Pepe Paul recently 
referred to Spain atons with 
Nigeria, Vietnam and *3» SJM-
die East in an ssMress gamm­
ing trouble spots arossssi %' 
world. 

A.t the saase t&ae. Sags 
Pastor Jesse Maria CareSteBflL sac 
ret&ry of Use E*ang?s&.*al 
fense- CaajJsnssiQB ME£ 
man for Spate's sissy SwessSii 
minority, said recen%- titaK 
latiocs between the gowermnfioftj 
and Protestant groups Ifciw He 
come friendly. 

T%e landmark In S&ttil 
growing acceptance at 
eatfcaihr-ettttxe&ea—te- -As-
gioas freedom: tow «rf 
which ^estaWisasti many 
rights xW t ie 8tese ta» 
it AIMS writ gjNe Ptw 
Churches M i eqaEB&y w&Si 
Cafltelie Onsefe. a * £nr 
recagnbe tkeSr fusrtffieai 
tence aasd ttwfir itgfct ttr 
tiw as rvi&iMB wri.Miriif'iwini.j 

Renaming restrirtaons 
elude the • nqogrenes! thttf 
non-Catholic Ctuercfce& 
with the government (tfcooghl 
many have refused with nol 
sanctions imposed) and restrie-j 
tions on their freedom to com-] 
municate with the public out­
strip nf their membership. 

_~;Jtjs jwcofissar, Dom Casiano 
Just, continued the tradition. 
On one occasion, defending a 
writer on* trial for an article 
calling for social reform, he 
Void a court that "it has become 
accepted practice to reduce 
Christiaas to silence by treat­
ing thomoa$ if they were Com­
munists when their consciences 
prevailed upon them to behave 
according to the precepts of the 
GospeF 

For nearb' a year, however, 
the chief center of agitation 
has been in the Basque prov­
inces, where martial law has 
been proclaimed in .respstise to 
the activities of anti-fovernm-

ent terrorists. Among the most 
ardent supporters -of the inter-
looking causes of social reform 
and Basque self-determination 
have been youhger°naembers of 
the clergy, including many 
worker-priests. The government 
has accused some of these 
priests of associating or sympa­
thizing with the Basque ter­
rorist organization, "Basque Fa­
therland and Freedom." 

Offcnses^for which Basque 
"pTu^inRvVISeehnffiSed or lira" 
prisoned have Included refusal 
to display the Spanish flag" in 
the sanctuary, criticism of gov­
ernment officials In sermons, 
participation In deiftsiftstraiions 
and publication or distribution 
of subversive literature. 

An estimated 10 Basque 
priests are presently serving 
long prison terms., and a t j eas t 
as many more are still await­
ing trial. Elsewhere In Spain, 
priests nave been arrested for 
association with outlawed labor 
organizations. \ \ 

The administration In Bilbao, 
Bishop Jose Maria Cirarda La ; 

chiondo, 51, of the neighboring 
Santander diocese, has vigorous­
ly o p p o s e d police activity 
ap!hm™~o™iDirstratOT5—enem-
when he disagreed with them. 
The invasion of the bishop's 
residence to arrest the five 
demonstrating priests was un­
dertaken over Bishop Cirarda's 
protest. 

The concordat itself has been 
subject to Increasing criticism 
bjL ChurchJsaja§m_ Jai»dy _be> 

According to unofficial infor­
mation, the Franco regime still 
_hasj high proportion—perhaps 
^-TnajoTrty^oF^tF&flif «u"pp<>rft 
ers in the-Spanishuiiierarehy, 
But this .support seems to be 
shrinking through the appoint­
ment O F younger \,^ishops and 
the government's increasing ac-

s t a n f l t a Y t ^ a ^ :higlr|tivity -againstvelergy atuT"C5urch 
. t\ . « 'W.-.,--,- J . institution's. " • 

.One- point, at least, is certain. 
Jf^Spain^wfixe^o^wJtnjsx^an; 
other upheaval similar to the 
civil war of the 1930s, the 
Church today would not be 
identified with the Franco gov­
ernment as it was three dec­
ade's ago.. 

cause I t gives ~Xne govcTrSiiflerjrt 
a veto power o^ver the appoint­
ment of bishops, and Is prob­
ably du<ji. for mission before 
veiv.Iong. ,Also apparently due 
for change, thfeugh perhaps on 
a less formal level, is the long-

churchmen participate actively 
In the government. 

~~Arcfttoisr4opjClasiinijm.M.oxcilliX 
Gonzalez of Madrid resigned 
from several feey government 
positions earlier this year after 
a campaign of severe criticism 
by priests and laymen because 
of his close identification with 
the Franco) regline~ 
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SUMMER SALE OF HEALTH & BEAUTY AIDS 

Restrictions on freedom of 
speech are being suffered by 
priests now. Five priests of the 
Bilbao diocese are presently be­
ginning—UK 4o l£ye*r--prisoo -
sentences because they wrote a 
pamphlet and engaged in a 
combined sit-in and hunger 
strike demonstration. Such sen 
tenees put the priests in a class 
with, dynamite-using saboteurs. 

•During the last year, hardly 
a month has gone by without 
reports of priests arrested or 
put on trial—usually for activi 
ties which would be routinely 
permitted in most of Western 
Europe or the United States 
under constitutional guarantee* 
of free speech or assembly. 

Among the Catalans! a major 
center of opposition has been 
the ancient and famous Bene­
dictine Abbey of Montserrat 
From 1946 to 1GS5, while Dom 
Aurelio Escarre was the abbot, 
he stood as a symbol of resist­
ance to the Falangist govern­
ment and of Catalan national­
ism. His vivid denunciations of 
the government, Which he went 
so far as to call "un-Christiah," 
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