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“mhmughout living memory, have
" underpone a -striking shift in

~duced. but tensions with the

= —Chnrreh; Ty eounty where the

~ wordd.

 and Protestant groups Rave b

°’ with the government (thoagh
- many have refased “with no

_side of their membership.
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condition _in Spain

recent times, Difficultics suf
fered by Protestants in the
overwhelmingly Cathblic coun-
try have been substantially re-

Catholicx lergy are incressing.

Difficulties betweon the gov-
ernment and the Cathelic

two powers have usually worked
together with smooth coopers-
tion, are many-faceted.

Priests have been arrvested in
Spain during the past year ak
most as fast as they were being
releasod or rehabilitated in
Crechosiovakia.

Criticisn of the Spsnish gov-
ernment by CThurch ieaders—
mostly confined to private state-
ments in the past or expressad
in carefully diplornatic phrase-
ology — hss now rexched the
stage where Pape Paui recently
referred to Spain along with
Nigeria, Vietnam snd the W&
dle East in zn sddress sarosps
ing trouble spotd arowrd ¢

At the ssme &m&. Bk
Pastor Jose Mariz Cardom:, s
retary of the Kv&ngeimuﬁ B
fense- Commbssionr and §
man for Spaiz’s m&xmm‘
minority, saié recentle thad ey
lations between the jewermmmnhy

com= friendlyx.

Chuxches fulk eqmr withk e
Catholic Chured, Do hw dns
recoguie (hedr Pexilienl exis
tence imd their right W dEws
tion as nﬁgmns ugm

Remaining restrivtioos B
ciude the & Tequiremenmt that
non-Catholic Churches regicter

sanctions imposed) and restric-
tions on their freedem to com-
municate  with the public out-

Restrictions on freedom of
speech are being suffered by
priests now. Five priests of the
Bilbao diacese are présently be-
ginning 10 -to. 12-year-prison
sentences because they wrote a
pamphlet and engaged in a
combined sitdn and hunger
strike demonstration. Such sen-
tences put the priests in a class
with dynamite-using saboteurs.

-During the last year, hardly
a month has gone by without
reports of priests arrested or
put on trial—usually for activi-
ties which would be routinely|
permitted in most of Western
Europe or the United States

%

under constitutional guarantees|-

of free speech or assembly.

Among the Catalans, a major
center of opposition has been
the ancient and famous Bene-
dictine Abbey of Montserrat.
From 1946 to 1085, while Dom
Aurelio Escarre was the abbot,
he stood as a symbol of resist-
ance {o the -Falangist - govern-{
ment and of Cstalan national-
ism. His vivi® denunciations of
the govermment, which he went
so far as to call “un.Christian,”
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His gx;gcessan Dom Casiano
continued the
On one oceasion, defending a
writer on, trial for an a
calling for sovial reform,
told a court that “it has becone
secepted
Christiang
ing them ¥
munists w\hbn their consciehces
prevailed upon them to behave
amsrdhg to the precepts of the
msTél

Just,

For nearly a year,
the chief center of agitation
has been in the Basque prov
inces, where martial law has
been prociaimed in .resporise to
the acuvmes of am&\govemm-

tradition.

cle
he
has
practice to reduce
to silence by treat-
s if they were Com-

thizing
therdand

Offenses

ent terrorists. Among the most
ardent supporters -of the inter-
locking causes of social reform
and Basque self-determination
have been youhgerﬂmembens of
the ‘clergy,
wo\kor-pnesls The governnient
accused

priests of associating or sympa

including
some of

with the Basque ter

rorist organization, “Basque
and Freedom.” -

for which

however,

priests have been fimed or 1m-
prisoned have included rvefusal
to display the Spanish flag’ in
the. sanctuary, criticism of gov-|
ernment ofﬂcials in sermons,
participation in demonstrations
and publication or distribution

of subversive lterature.

many

these

Basque

B i i e ) R S R S B

An estimated 10 Basque
priests are presently Sewing
long -prison terms and at least
as many more are stll -awaif.
ing trial. Elsewhere in Spain,
priests have been arrsted for
rassociation with outlaved lhbor
grganizations. NN

Blshop Jose Maria Cinrdy Eadg
“Ichiondo, 51, of the nelghb ring|ch
Santander dnocese, has vigorous-
ly opposed police activity

WS deonstrtor e vern|
when he disagreed with them.
The invasion of the bishop’s
residence to arrest the five
demonstrating priests was un-
dertaken- over Bishop Cirarda's

The administration in Bilbao, a

Spamsh Church and State fead

_ Difficulties. .hotween Church- finally led to his axila
» es and the Spanish government,

The concordat liself has heen
subject to inreasing criticism
by_Church _laders, largely be-

cause It gives the government
a veto power ower the appoeint.
ment of bishops, and is prob-
abl

=iy

for change, though perhaps on
_less formmal level, is the long-

ln the government,

-—Archbishop.Casimire Morcillo,
Gonzmlez of Madrid resigned
from several Key government
positions edrliex this year after
a campaign of severe criticism
by priests -and laymen because
of his close idemifxcatlon thh

the Franca regime.

y B

neasy

hation, the Franco regime still|..
 has & hlgh proportion—perhaps| -

"‘Road

According to unofficial infor-

du¢ for revision before
long. Alie apparently due

tanding tradilien wheiby high|tivity aga}nst*elergy aTCthrch .
mstithtlo s.

utchmen pr€icpate actively

If.-Spain__were_to.__witness an:|
other upheaval similar to the
civil war
Church today would not
identified with the Franco gov-
ernment as lt was three dec-
ades agol

through the .appoint-

One- point, at least, is certain.

the
be

of the 1930s,

u~majm {ty—-61—SIFORE -Suppott- f§ -
ers in .the -Spanish- hierarch
But this support seems to be
\shr'nkinv
inent of younger \hishops and
the government’s increasing ac-
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