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THEOLOGY OF THE WORLD
o (Twenty-sixth i Sexcies) )
- By BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN

The purpose of this article is to clarify the re-
lation of the Church and the wo§r1d Onee too dis-

blood that revealed this to you, but My ' Father
“Who i$ in heaven”. Then the Lord gave to him the
keys to the Kingdom of Heaven and told him that

he was to be the Rock gp«bn which He would bulld
His Church. out right now and buy some: more in-
surance. R o -

The secular world did not know who Christ - - T mii

. Fred—Hi the—secular—order | ___And if St. Florentinas hfe means
tant from the world, we have ometo the extreme —was; they—identifted—Him—with- U Will~be
X § and “social justice.’ The ecclesiastical, doctrinal, anything at all to you, y

v oo ng too much immersed init. - sure to save any nice letters that peo-
' o bdl g o \ orthodox answer which was given wat the right o,

ple \write to. you.
B e 1 detkeatmmto-xhe -social,-political -and eeo- - pe: Christ is the Son_of the Living God..The

; , - lessed-Pellegrino; - -~
nomic problems the essence of Christianity? Or theologlans who recite the creed are right; the sfl;:a;s;'g%;wgg ?,:j:"g‘;,, sfgé‘u,a.

Catholi¢ Press Features,

If the life of St. Polycarp really
 does mean something to you, you’ll go

must one abstain from such immersion in the pious who study their catechism know that Christ lia - of Merida, St. Philemon the
—world—and-limit omeself to the—spiritual task of 5 hoth God and man. But notice that in contrast Flutist, “St. Maximus of ;f“ﬂ; agg

being united to the diocese? It iis these questions
we shall answer, and suggest that both being too
far from the world and being too close are wrong.

le_saints __such

George, St. Augustine and St John
.of .the. Cross —. they all _have some-
thing .practical to teach today’s
Christian, and if more people would
learn how to see the secular rather
than pious lessons to be jearned from
the lives of the sainfs, there “would -
be less worry about downgrading of
favorite saints.

So claims the Rev. Charles Merrill
Smith, a Methodist minister who be-
came famous Ifloi;h lii”s‘w‘cm‘ll"‘th 2 Bwei '
to Become a itho ng €
Religious” aihd whoophas now written . ‘ Diocese of La |
a very timely book titled “When the . . ' and
Saints Go Marching Out,” wtuch is :
irSo very sativical—— E

The Rev. Mr. Smith claims that
“though staunchly Protestant, the au-
thor has been long an admirer of
and student of the saints, and has for
several years been depressed over
their neglect. Obviously, a reason for
this shameful shelvirig of the. saints is-
wanting, and one now has emerged.”

to the sociological approach, there is nothing said
about Christ’s relationship .to mankind in the
world. Divinity is terminal. Faith rests:in Chrﬂlst‘
it is doctrinal, but not social minded, or concern-
ed with the hunger and the thirst of men, or their
slums and their inner cities.

Actually, the problem resolves itself into the -
question, “What do you think of Christ’? This .
same question was asked in a town about twenty-
five miles northeast of the Sea of Galilee. Few The Two Extremes
Jews lived there, but there wrere 1o less than four- Once again, one finds the extreme of the secu-

- teen temples dedicated to B agl, the god of a sen-
—_— Cassa o ___lar without the Divine, and the Divine without
sae culture. In this. fown of rea’ Philippl, the secular; worldliness, without God, and God

there was a cavern which was supposed to be the without the world. For a few centuries the Church
home of the great Pan, the god of nature. drew Christ to its bosom in a kind of an exclusive
In mrfdem"mrrguage, it-was the-seat-of-sexuality,— - love of His Divinity; then-came the reaction when
technology and politics, for hexre there was also  _the mad rush to the world left the sanctuary of
Caesar worship, Herod having built a temple to Divinity unvisited. The sociological Christ is today
the godhead of Caesar. the more popular, in the sense that religidn loves
It was as if Our Blessed E.od was setting Him- ° the inner city without the Heavenly City. The ec-

self in the background of all world religions and clesiastical and or{hodox answer, with its stress
all future civilizations that would degenerate into ;);r g’te I?se?)‘rlxe?}lx{e{ f;gn;?véhe negle@ of the secu-
the erotic, the technological and the totalitarian. Y ' /

Of all the places that he might huve chosen to re- The True Answer

ceive an answer to the question he asks, this was But both extremes aré wrong: the democratic

indeed the most unlkely. Christ is too human; the ecclesiastical Christ is
To the questions He asks He receives three too Divine. This brings us to the most neglected
answers: aspect of Christian theology and one which holds
the key to the rehabilitation of Christians and the

;‘ %zz:zr:g:;‘: al renovation of the Church.

3. The frue answer It is Christ Himself Who gives the answer both
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The reason is, he says, that “secu-
jar man lives by secular values, quite _
different than the virtues of the
saints which moved an earlier time
"to emulation,” so the only. way to re-
tain and increase the popularity of
the saints is to show that there are
“unmined veins of secular msdom
in the lives of the saints.

For instance, he argues, take the
life of a saint who gave up a life of

‘Marching Out.”

Practically any “Lives of the Saints”
will tell you that much but only the
Rov. Mr. Smith offers this lesson to
be gained: “Everyone ought to have:
fire insurance, but you need other
kinds of coverage too.”

Brother Josaphat,
ing the 25th anniv¢
fession this year, «
ter from St. Leo’s

. . ) to the Gallup Poll Christian and to the prayer
The Sociological Answer book Christian, for immediately following the
words to Peter about keys, Our Blessed Lord an-
nounces His Passion and His Death: “Jesus began
to make it clear to His disciples that He was des-
tined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at
the hands of the elders and chief priests and

His question is: “Who do peosple say the Son of
God is"? (Matt. 16/13)

The first answer Is soelodlogical In a democratic
society where every one may vote, what is the Gal-

vey saying about me? What is democracy's judg- the third day” (Matt. 16/21). He was telling them

that the o

ment? What do the people belleve?

Tar mam would be nore “impressed
with St. Augustine if the lesson that
to_reconcile_. th,e..,,sg.ulan,ancl the .

sin and heresy to become one of the : “is: “A FEuropean education is a ter-
- rific status symbol, but the neigh-

greatest doctors of the Church: St.
Augustine. Today’s secular man is not

too impressed with the lessons about

purity and faith that St. Augustine’s
life teaches, the Rev. Mr. Smith sug-
gests.. Anxious about getting ahead
in the business world, today's secu-

St. Macarius the Younger gave up
a life as a sugar-plum merchant to

become a_hermit it the desert. He .

crossed the Nile one day and the boat-
man was so impressed with Macarius’
joyful coumtenance that he too left
his job and became a hermit.

bors may think you are a snob.™

St. Niicholas of Flue had a wife and §.
10 child@ren, and one day he werxt out |
to a hermitage and stayed foxr 19
years. “The lesson: “If yow have a

housefizl of moisy kids, a wife should |

ar mamn wo

saint has to offer is:

The twin lessons here: “The life
of a sugar-plum merchant can’t be
much. if .the Egyptian_desert is bet-

Divine, the intter ¢ity an

“And they said, 'Some say he is John the Bap- by the way of the Cross:

tist, some Elijah, and others Jercmiah, or one of
the prophets’.” ‘In a pluralistic society, one re-
ceives plural answers. Each had a sociological
orientation. Elijah was the rman of ‘personal com-
mitment’ with a deep sense of social righteous-
ness, who confronted Kings, generils- and evil
women in high position with accusations of preju-

dice and neglect. . am the ebed Yawheh: “I am the Suffering Servant

Some sald that Christ is a Fererniah, the one of God”. The title, Servant of God, in the Old
who comes to his countxys help in ime of trou-. . -Teg gament was often given to the nation as a whole
ble; one who makes use of “‘visull "ald§” ahd''"" (I3algh 41/8-10) asa preludet'b a suffering Church
_brings home -to the people the breakdown of -na- in the New Testament. Israel was created and
tional merale; one who becomes concerned with molded and equipped for no other reason than
military draft and the recriitmemn!of armed forces, that there might come out of it Jesus The Servant.

He would suffer from both extremes. He would
suffer from the liberal Sadducees who would re-
fuse to believe immortality; He would . suffer
from the orthodox scribes and pharisees who
ignored the common people.

He was saying: “You do net understand Me, I

I | Trom
’ Chrisma:n to a roue to a Man.ichean

to a skeptic to a Neo-Platonist so long
as you eventually settle on something
and stick with it.”

St. Polycarp, in Charles Merrill
Smith’s “Liveg of the Saints" lived
86 years, and when he was condemn-

ed to be burned alive he didn't mind .

because he had divine assurance that
the flames would not harm him. Sure
enough, they didn't, but the officials

put out the fire and had him stabbed ,

to death,

3. IR N

“in

- expect that her husband sometimes

may need to get away for a littte va-
cation.”>

e-world-may-well b
despicable as Macarius thought it to
be, but if too many boatmen become

convinced of this, getting across

rivers is going to be a problem.”

St. Florentina befme a saint main-
ly because her brother, St. Leander,
wrote her a long, flowery letter re-
counting . her saintly virtues. She
saved it and it eventually got into
the-right hands in Rome. The lesson:
“Save those old letters. You never
can tell When gne of them might, come,

‘know of the life of St. Austregisilus

. taryrecord of the-life of St. Austre-
~ gisilus, we can never forget that
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natlyvsr“ztustregxsﬂus—JvA-H——we-—

is that one time his friends were in-
sisting that he ought to be married
arad he replied, ‘If I found & good

wife | would be_too afraid of losing | |

her; arad if you want me to have a
bad one, I would I:ather not.'”

The lesson: “From this fragmen-

while €here are very few good argu-
menfs, in fayer of the celi’bate life,
Yy

aw’& P R ’«.m

Word for Sunday -

the .sg,\tﬁi,

Royal, Uganda, Ea
he taught physics.
was principal * of ]
School in Flushing,

so much so that the YWar Cabhel $Henced him by
He had come- not to be a teacher, for the world

dropping him in a well N .._  already had more knowledge than it ever lived up
Other segments of those wzho were balloted, said - $o; but He _had come to be a Redeemer and the

that Christ was like John the Baptist who was Savior. A few years ago, there was a Life of Christ
against soclety presently comstituted, laying an ax by this authron, the point of which was to show
to the roots of trees, movimag azmong soldiers and that everyone else that came into this world came
tax collectors, and calling “‘structures’” a “brood into it to live; Qur Lord came into it to die. Death
of vipers”. was the goal of His life, the gold that He was seek-

. e . ing. He had come primarily to save men from their
ik o s iy aith the peest,  Sins. He thought of his Life and his Death in terms

mism of Ezekiel, He was Ome who could see “dis- of sacrifice and as a ransom for many (Mark
. asfer following disaster™ i lhis country (7/8); or 10/45). The Cross alone would restore the lost re-

like an Amos predicting am end to the “institu- laltionship between man and God. The Suffering

C Y : Servant is the supreme picture of One Who suf-
tion” of the Church: “She is down and will rise . .
no more” (5/1); or like Micsh taking over busi- fered and died, obedient to the Will of God and

ness so that profits will be destroyed and those for the sake of men.
“who press the grape will newer drink from it” The Suffering Servant

i —_.'The answers of .the secizlar_wordd and sociolo

7/15).

(1/15) e - -~ Neittrer the worldly foF the unworldly under-
-derstood Him, nelther did the secular nor the re-
ligious. Even those who stood around' Peter and
heard him proclaim the Divinity, did not get the
full picture. Should thef not have known when

gists today are no different frozmthose days. They
all add up to: CHRIST ES A MAN FOR THE
WORLD.

Sunday is the feast of St. Peter and
St. Paul.

The Catholic Church did not ap-
pear on the stage of history all of a
sudden—with Christ. Centuries be
fore, God the Father wooed man. He
saw fit to do this through a congre-
gation (Qahal), He chose a people.
To a people, not to a person, He en-
trusted His revelation. This people
—and no other nation — had the
truth. Their mission was to bring this
truth to the rest of the world: “to be
a light of revelation to the Gentiles.”

God made this assem:

To_this end
blage infallible and indefectible. Is
it not wunique that Israel has a post-
exilic history? No other nation in
Chanaan had. Then, too, when she
strayed away from the truth, God
raised ‘up mouthpieces—the prophets

Peter the Bedrock of the- Church

By Father Albert Shamon

s Peter who heals the lame man, who

defies the Sanhedrin, deals with An-
anias, Sapphira, and Simon Magus,
receives the first Gentiles into the
Church, runs the Council of Jeru-
salem. Even his shadow, like Christ’s
cures the sick—so clearly does he
take Christ's place.

CHURCH HUMOR

The siying arose: Ubi est Petrus,

" ibi est Ecclesla — Where Peter is,

thiere is the Church. For where the
head ts, thexe 18 the body. “In~these
days of confusion, there is one sure
touchs€one of orthodoxy: to adhere
to the bishops in union witla the
Bishop of Rome, Peter’s successor,

\
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Who is Christ? He is, say's (ox, the secular man
in the secular city; Moktmann says He is the One
that gives hope, and without any apocalyptic end
of the secular world. BloeK weould say that He is
the hope of the world in the secular order. Mar
cuse would say that He is the great revolutionary

- that-must destroy-the presentorder;for ne future
order could be worse than this. .

the heavens open and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending on Him"’? A voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Béloved; My favor rests on
you u'." This was the beginning of the long passage
in the forty-second chapter of Isaiah where the
- Suffering Servant is described not only as “Qne

. - the wavering flame, but One Who will say: ‘I have
The Ecclesiastical and Doctrinaire Answer ~ Fedeemed you . ... T am your Savior’.”
Our Blessed Lord paid no attention to the
sociological survey concerraing Him. He had for
it nothing but the withering scom of His silence.
When the rule of truth is left to individual men,
one finds only contrary and comtradictory answers.
Our Lord now leaves the democratic for the
aristocratic. He turns fTom the mob to the aris-
tocracy, to His discipbes who professedly have
been very elose to Him, amd are therefore ‘“‘pro-
fessional Christians’’: the fisherman, the tax eol-
lectors and the treasurer of the apostolic band,
-Judas, who-eame-from. the -moxe-elite part. of the -
country. ‘Turning to His chosen group, He says:
. “But you, who do yousay €hat 1am"?

When Abraham led his son up the mountain to be
sacrificed — a symbol of God the Father offering

fice”? That question rang down through the cen-
turies. Now as John the Baptist was preachmg,
every Jewish family was leading its lamb up that
long road from the Jordan to Jerusalem. Looking
out over the lambs, John the Baptist saw the figure
.of Christ, and answered the question: “There is
the lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the
_ _world” LLQMQ).M__,__:_ e

They should have known it when even the
mother of James and John, or perhaps even both
of them in company with their mother, sought
ecclesiastical preferment, and wanted the honor
of being associated with Christ as they asked for
high places in His kingdom. His answer to them

There was no angwer. Ever since Our Lord had
announced Himself as the Bread of Life, Judas
had grave doubts about His worldly insights and

they saw Him baptized in the Jordan, and “saw .

Who will not break the crushed reed, nor quench‘

They should have known it from their hleOry

His Son, Isaac gasped: “Where is the lamb of sacri-

—who saved Israel’'s theology from
being mythology.

But - Israel failed in her mission:
she did not become a light to the
Gentiles; instead she turned upon
the true Light: of the World, God’s
Son. He had sought to put the new
wine of His Gospel into the 9ld wine-
skins of Jewish officialdom. But he
was spurned.” So He chose new wine-
skins — untutored and wunlettered
fishermaen. He chose twelve, for the

tribes  of Israel supplanted _were -

twelve.-

..To—-enable—this_new_Isracl to be
a light of revelation to the Gentile,
He promised her both the indefecti-

- bility and.the infallibility of the old

Israel. So He founded her on a rock
(Péter means rock): “Upon this rock
I shall build my Church and hell's

gates — error from within and perse
cutiOn\from_mthout — shall not pre~
vail against her.”

Then on the might before He died
calling Peter “‘Simon,” as Christ al-

%i@mmomm of profound_

intimacy, He whispered, “Simon,
Simon, behold Satan has desired to
have you . . . but I have prayed for

you, that. your,fa-ith may not fail . . .

and do thou strengthen thy brethrén”
(Lk. 22; 31-32).

The ecarly Church understood this
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conscience; Thomas was so pessimistic and so
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concerned with death, that he could rarely see
_ straight and answer straight questions; Nath);miel be baptized”? (Mark 10/38). By the ‘cup’ was ‘tGh‘:as[;?s[fs ?)lfw:g: &gsepge%rfgls\sag’g' + the day before com
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. his relations to his Heavenlly Father; Andrew, the hand of the Lord the cup of the Lord” (Isalah ?lg treerev(l:lksn 21), an(; s on and T ~Father ‘ Liguori
: - _public relations -man, was much more interested 91/ 1. ; N on. ' " BISHOP FULTON J. . SHEEN -friars came here
.. in making good contacts, particularz !le\e;n there Baptism meant bemg submerged in the wa ” t liut it in the Acts of the Apzsume: _ L _ o President . Co ” {,ﬁir:hag;)o K’;ﬁ‘uﬁn
v .a bereaved person: is”submerged in sorrow and primacy of Peter bursts ﬁﬂ%?n un- - . J - John-S—_Randall . ~Rev. Richardl Torans mm Wl | voeations:; Fhe—m
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