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F THE WORLD
| \ (Ewenty-setond in Se\‘les)‘

By BESHOP FULTON J. SHEEN
We breathe polluted air without knowing the’

THEOLOGY

~chemic al” composition of that pollution. We
breathe the spirit of the times without knowing
the philosophical assumptions which undergird it.

Any discussion of the Theology of the World must

necessarily iravolve the Theology of worldliness.
Asin the Divine Trinity therée”
flow of Life, Truthand Love, so too in the trinity
of worldliness there is an inter-communication
—-of the- lhree—follewng assumptionsv :

4

is a constant inter-

orldliness

eyes, or (lestinies it is considered as an mvésmn
of human life by powers outside of the ego andis |
a destruction of freedom.

Sensitivity and Emotional Jags

The Primacy of Sensation or Feeling spawns -

such ilsl\eas as tlrese ‘ - \

a) Encounter”or sensitivity groups are formed
by the sentimentalists in which the sensation of
touch is made the means to self-revelation .of
everyone in the group. Sometimes this clasping of -
one another to break down inhibitiofis and bar-
riers in the ego is complemented by nudity. The

e sheddmg,nf Liothes_becomes the sythI of the

Reason a8 a method of percelving meaning,
goals and puxrpose of life must be considered ob-
solete. Speculation is metaphysics, metaphysics is
mythology aed mythology is superstition. Even if
reason could
ments it makes would be meaningless. Words are
only “‘blikks” which refer to nothing that is real.

The Greeks believed that everything in the cos-

TS WS aqia&&aeeOFding%m—ide&&Eting in the

an enveIOpe inwhich the Divine Idea was enclosed.
Muan, with his intellect, is able to denude the Di-
vine Idea of the matter which surrounds it, and
thus arrive at some understanding of eternal
verities. Christianity added to this the fact that
not enly wis creation pervaded by Divine ldeas,
but it was mlso invaded by the Divine Word or
Reason ox Intelligence Itself who, in human flesh,
was Jesus Christ the Son of God.

e If. _hovzever ibeieA&nD_MLnd_oLAmmLE

the Book of NNature, two consequences follow:

1) History is meaningless. The past has nothing
to teach the present; in other words, it has no
future; paremtsare necessarily “bechind the times”;
the “‘generition-gap” implies that no youths in’
previous history were as silly or made the same
mistakes as the youths today.

b Life isa®bsurd since it has no rational ground.
Inliterature the absurd hero either stops thinking

" or else blows his mind with drugs in order to lose

the illusion €hat there is any connection between
“his reasom an-d reality. Once the mind is blown free
of reasore, oxe can drift in the stream of “happen-
‘ings"
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dramatists like Beckett and Ilonesco carried the
absurdity evento a style of writing in which.both
the dislogue and events lacked connection and
conrsequences, or what are called happenings,
namely, a sequence and a cluster of irrational
events.

Some of {lme ways in which anti-reason manifests

itself in the Church are the following:

A nti-Reason Loves Talk
- and Criticism
sake of Aisceassion but not for the sake of decision.

All positions are given equal weight at the begin-
ning of the dhlogue. No distinction is made bé-

— —tween-revided truth; national law and human

“tween thee ri ght to life and the right to take life;
between six and six makes twelve and six and six
make sixteen:; between the priest as a representa-
tive of God (Heb. 5/1) and the priest as a white-

1 By apasion for incessant dialogue for t,he%‘“*

——opindons-—For-example-there—will -be-dialogue-be- -

arrive at certain:truths, the state- -

Przestly Apology

"Editor; . R

I\ received aletter this week from
Father Ed, Golden of our Padres de
Rochester mission in Bolivia. He
chided me gently for an oversight in

my column on the Priests Association

meeting (5/2/69).

- One of my criticisms of priestly in-
act1v1ty in developing ministries for
new groups of people had to do with
conseientious—objectors—to the war

The part1c1pants generally agree at th-e end of
the session that they “feel” better. Though there
has always been a value to group therapy, as is
proven by the long use of “confession of infrac-
tions against the rules” in monasteries, there is

a grave-danger in the uncontrolled emotional.

binge in which individuals strip themselves, like
layers of an onion, until they find nothing left.
ey are no longer persons with an inalienable

self, or—anlmolablercemmhmh has communion .

only-with-Ged.- — -

As Dr. Edward Sampson of Berkeley calls it:

. “it is religion in the worst sense . .

in wanting to touch semebody or to have an ex-

perience. The participants are people who epito-

mize the trouble with society. They come for an
.emotional jolt, for the week’s pill”.

b) The emotional jag which despises reason and
metaphysics, means that there is no longera com-
mon standard of action. It is possible to communi-

cate—a—thought—but-one-eannot-ecommunicate—a-— -

toothache. Reason is universal; experience is sub-
jective. 1 have often wondered why we have
museums for certain extremes of art which are
expressions of the personal feeling of an atist,
as when he throws buckets of paint on a canvas.
Fo put that on exhibition for others is like trying
to communicate the incommunicable.

If all our values and standards are subjective
because they are dependent on feelings, then how
decide which shall prevail except by a show of
power? The tie to an objective, immutable moral
code outside our feelings or present situation,

does not produce stagnation. As C. S. Lewis put
.it: “To infer that whatever stands iong must be

~surdity ol life mnclr“SaTtremcrHed ﬁauseﬁmba%ewwdoesmno&msﬁmwbeeanseﬂtuﬂwwe&fhmwmwomm Olir mrst Amcle of the

dimensions from the beginning. Love is not dis-
honored by constancy, and when we wash our

. they come

hands we are not seeking ‘stagnation’ and ‘putting -

the clock back’.”

So much has emotionalism taken the place of
the Holy Spirit, the magisterium of the Church
and reason, that some convents, seminaries, mon-
asteries and priests are riddled with the “new
magisterium”: “If you do not feel like going to
Mass, or if it will spoil your day — do not go to
Church”. Never before was the Christian vocation
left so much to the mercy of a stomach, a gland
or the absence of a Rolaid. - -

As a matter of fact, all the great moments of
life are bound up with doing what is coniraxy to

- “the way I feel”, No-one “feels” like
extra--mile when forced-to walk the first which _

indeed Our Lord recommended. The Marine whose
leg was fractured by a bullet, said that he did net
“feel” like carrying a wounded mate on a streteh-

collared protester. The basic assumption of anti-
reason is that there .are two sides to every ques-
tion, but-itis forgotten that they are never like the
two sides of ftly paper. Without a norm of reason
to guide, suich dialogues do not conclude; like
the modern movel, they just stop.

b) Anti-reason starts with the basic principle of
Rousseau: “ All men are naturally good. It is insti-

i

T Eitions Whith make therm bad: Destroy-institutions . -

such as gowvernment, police, colleges, churches
and parishes, and socrety will be at peace.” Hence,
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————————valae-oF coniemplation—which buil
~——%—.——wiaes—i—n~ihe—mind—ar&1 gnored

er to an evacuation center, but hedidit.
IIT. THE SACRED IS A BAR.RIER

TO FREEDOM

This leads us to the third principle-of The The-
ology of Worldliness:

The sacred is a barrier to freedom. In the name
of unlimited freedom, the holy must be banished
from the world, whether this holy be the Church,

. c'ﬁro”‘religibumrthﬁmy ‘parents; or ifi geTeral,

religion and morality. Eliad has spoken of the

the fondn words such as “structure”, consistent, secular man as one -who “myakes him.
“establishnent” and “official” to inply that'w mpletely in proportion as he de-sicralizes

isrotten is necessarily outside of the individual.

¢) Anti- reason digs holes but mever fills them;
it excavates but never constructs. Since it is as-

simed thal the mind has no other faculty than the -

critical, it smust show itself in what the French
cill constation — opposition to everything.

-It makes little difference whether a protest is
justified, for that would demand reason; the
negation is directed not just to what is evil, but
to what exists. The goodness of creation and the

ther Golden remmded ‘me of the
brave, hard work of Fathers David
Connor at Cornell and Mark Sullivan
at the University of California at
Berkeley.

In apology, I can only plead paro-
chialism — thinking only in the city,
non-campus context as reason for my
omission.

The letter from my brother priest
in Bolivia reminds me how much we
need th

ments by my friends among the
priests and laity and a half-dozen let-
ters over the last year, how few take
the time and energy to offer criti-
cism and comment to one often feel-
ing "his way rather gingerly toward
new directions of service for the
church in our time,

—Rev. P. David Finks,
Office of Urban Ministry.

support——and——en&emm—efm_—ﬁ,s
-—— — - ——our-own-community.-OQutside-of com-__ -

Help.' I am a woman. I have no
name.

" I'belong to YOU — Your mother,
___- Your wife, - YOURS ad nauseam. - .

I have a role — cook, caretaker,
CAREER-LESS.

I am a symbol — of emotion, of
tenderness, of love. Dare [ be logical,
demanding, dynamic, I am like a
MAN. s 8P

If I do dare to stand, to argue, I

«

—am=not-taken-seriously. (The—lmm‘lf:—zx—'—‘ean—bezreaehe‘.
———tab-bard;-Weilfrid--Sheed,-says.women o

are just too cute when they are pro-
testing.)

Help! Help! I remove my hat in.
church and I challenge “God’'s own

eternal subjection of woman to the
rule of her husband” (Rev. B. A.

Baur, D&C 5/12/69)

“In Christ there is -neither'_male
nor female” Yipest What GOOD
NEWS! Is anyone listening?

——Helen Quigley Williams,

- Editor;. . . .

Bay—edttox}iak -
\

Edztoruzl Pratsed

Thanks for praulimg the Mother’s
+=A P-led For Woman-
hood.” v

This poem tnmly echoes my feel-
ings. Too, long h-ave the movies, ad-
vertising xand coEnmuenications lower-
ed the dignity o woesmanhood.

A copy of this poerm should bé sent
to every publisimer, - editor ete, that

-Improvement -Commuittee)

) Rtlchester. s -

-

PANIC Is Déad- -

Edjtor;

PANIC '(Poor Areas Nelghborhood
is dead!

Long live its obJetti-ves! /

A _gray power_siracture dedicated

to.neighbhorh ood _ improve T '

Rochester,

Black Manifesto

o < B
Editor: o _

As a white Catholic I found your
editorial of May 16 very disappoint-
ing.

Black people do us a Christian

Opposes Seliool Ald

May 1 point out one certain effect
of Dr. Joseph Sergent’s plea for state
aid to Catholic schools? (Courier:
5/16/69)

No amount of logic shopping dp
legal maneuvering can alter the fdct
that all American law-making bodies
are required by the Constitution of
the United States to ignore the ex"
istence of any religious denomina-
tion.. That prohibifion would surely
extend to the schools maintained by
any rehgious secL Not to do so would

ment through private enterpnse edu-
cation, -law enforcemeent, and increas-
-ed social concerm by~ the churches, it .
has been killed by its inability to get
law enforcement for- the poor areas,
being ignored by €he news media,
not supported b»y the churches, and
only recognized by the_ politiclans
when it was ne-cessary to” break the
law in order to get equality in city
services or enforcerment of t‘he prop—
erty code.

Service in demanding We cOrfect our
past behavior, Instead of calling it
“wanton interruption of worship”
we should be warning our parishion-
ers that more than worship will be in-

‘terrupted if we don’t start working

for an end to racism in our society.

How beautifully Christlike it
would have been for the Catholic
Church to suppert the National
Black Economic Development Con-
ference and its “Black Manifesto.”

—June Gill, Rochester, _

—While—the—‘Muddled--.Cities” ._pro- .
gram spends half = million dollars
on a band-aid t«© cmre the cancer of
litter and rats, we predict that be-
cause the penickllin of property code
enforcement is no& being injected
where needed, tthe IMtter and rats will
soon blight the aresa again — when
the. taxpayers’ monesy is gone. Final-
ly, we charge discrimination against
the rest of the citw where virtually
nothing is being dome to combat the
growing rat problerm.

‘—=Roy E. Fries,
4] Willite Drive,
Ex-director, PANIC -

=M. Walter O'Nelll,”

Sister Helen Dani
bull-dozer Tever a
million dormitory

reth’s hoard cha

“Bill of Rights" forblds

By that law of our land Congress
may neither “establish” a religious
denomination and by that very fact

any of its schools nor may it *pre-—-

hibit the free exercise” of any de
nomination’s operation of its schools.

This scrupulous attention to re-
ligious neutrality on the part of the
state is made clear by this fact: tax
exemptions for church owned prop-
erties. By not taxing such properties
the state does not become financially
involved with any church-operated
schools.

The religious freedom we Ameri-
cans emnjoy permits the proliferation
of new sects. If these new sects wish

. to establish schools, they will neith-

er _need the permission of the state

nor face its opposition. If the state
were willing and able to grant such
schools financial 'aid, why should they
not increase and multiply?

Ifs

-
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tate aid to private or religious
schools were required by law, who
could foretell the results? Taxes
would increase to support both- pub-
lic and private schools. Religious
scho increasing in number would
add to* the demands for state aid.

~John J. A. Overlander,
Rochester.
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LPECIAL FE r\la

himself and the world. The sacred is the prime
obstacle to his freedom. He will become himself .
only when. he is totally de-mysticized. He will
not be truly free until he has killed the last god.”

The “Death of God Theology’’ is an intellectual
expression of the man-god taking the place of the
God-Man. As Altizer put it: “Once God has ceased
to exist-in human experience as the omnipotent
numinous Lord, there perishes with Him every
moral imperative addressed to man from beyond,

-2
In regard to the Courler-Journal
front page feattre, A Plea for Woman-

" hoed, 5/9/69, may I submit the fol-

lowing?

N

: We
w

Study

Members of the Rocl
Laymen’s Association |
ed their attention to u
as they elected new o

Robert McLaughlin,
Ave., associate profess
phy at St. John Fishe
eiected president,
sdicceeding Ray-
mond Heénsler.
The meeting was
held May 21 in St
‘Charles Borromeo .|
Schoolhall,
Greece.

In one of three
resol utions,
the group called
on Bishop Fulton
J. Sheen to name ]

- 8- SUCCeSSOp--S00nR-—

to Father P. David [
_the Office for Urban
next week assumes a
the U.S. Catholic Confi

ington, D.C.

The resolution urge:
vicar be chosen “in co
clergy and laity invo
problems.”

--=~Agnother resolution—

| Word for Sunday

and humanity ceases to be 1mpnsoned by an obedi-
andrepudiated ence 10 an exierna

The™ intellect must be made a tabula rasa — a
blank wall for new scribblings. They who are

given to censtation have a special contempt for -

meditatiion; they do not seek revolution; they just

want o Te revolutionaries; thev want to storm -

T Bystillesthuitnot-build—s-Fepublic- theylove_the _

violence of Communism, but are withouta Mani-*
_festo; they have no flags, no programs: they are
" not prophets; they only are grave-diggers.

IL. PRIMACY OF EMOTION

a) One finds this prlnaple of The 'I‘heology of B

‘Worldliness in the assumption that religion be~
longs to a presc1entif1c and pretechnological age,
and has no place in -our contemporary world. If .
_..Christidnity ‘1s lo survive, it must be separated

frwqehmd&mymdogmngéﬁuﬂie% o

vinity of Christ and the Church. All vestiges of
the sacred are eliminated; seminarians need not go -

to Mass or me_ditation, pries's and religious must
concentrate on secular activities; anything outside
of helping a neighbor is mythology. Everything

%y‘F:{theeribert—Shamon .

When 1 interview Jittle chrldren

trines about, which I quiz them is
that of the Holy Trinity. Generally,
we glide into this discussion after
the child tells me that Holy Com-
munion is the receiving of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Then I point to the mother if she
is " present. “You see your mommy

You know why? She is so filled with. -
love. She loves your daidy very
much and she loves you — oh so
much! And the Holy Spirit is the Per-
son in God who is all love.”

Finally I point to the child hir-

) How much better menrbers of fami-
lies -wouldget- -alorag-if—they-were as -

Fizst Communion,_one.of the.dac. ... therer-she=is=like=the—Holy=Spirit-——-humble-and—selteF ANy asthe Per-—"

sons ‘in God. Oenly twice are the Fa-
ther’s words wecomded in the, Gos-
pels and both times He.is speaking
of His Son ~ “'I‘Ens is my beloved
Son, hear him.™ The Son always
spoke of His Father — “I say noth-
ing of myself. I do- always the things

 Father Wilfrid —A 1
native of Rochester,
his 25th anniversary
hood on Sunday, Ji
o’clock Mass in the
church, St. Paul of
parish of relatives.

Fecling and emotion take the place of reason. must become somethin it is: The natural -question to this an- £, « now at _St. Francis C
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