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k-Releehfee 
Student - administration dis­

putes over policy and direction 
have struct comparatively few] 
Catholic campuses this year. 
But the Catholic colleges are 
being forced by the times to 
examine their purposes and to 

uestion their goals: • 

The COURIER - JOURNAL 
asked Professor Clarence G. 
Heininger, of the St. John Fish 

X 

ity could offer a wide range of 
teaching apostolates to prospec­
tive priests, brothers or sisters. 

Another compelling force in 
the founding of many Catholic 
colleges was certainly the de­
sire to serve a local commun­
ity need. For- about fifteen 

e^ollege^facultjv-to-stater^iis ygajs ^mi^fT6pen1ng^rri95lT 
V1AWS Oil thA n r n c o n t oml *..- « . . . ' --views on the present and fu 
ture of the U.S. Catholic col­
lege., 

By CLARENCE G. -
HEININGER, Ph.D. 

St. John Fisher College 
' ( • . 

To foretell the future!—that 
which was :once left to the sii-

;perstitious and the faker has 
become the practical necessity 
of every man in . our western 
world. We call it planning, and 

%lt is a. particularly jsierJL&us husk| 
ness in Catholic education. 

The Catholic college faces 
two serious problems: a short­
age of money and the question 
of their real purpose. These 
are also the principal problems 
confronting all private colleges. 
But the question of purpose has 

.more dimensions on the Catho­
lic campus than on the secular, 
Why' does the Catholic college] 
exist? 

Some Catholic colleges were 
founded in order to extend be­
yond the high school level the 
separate, protective system of| 
Catholic education begun in 
America in the nineteenth cen 
tury. Along with the parochial 
and private Catholic elemen 
tary and high schools, the Cath-

in their own community. And, 
with a complete educational 
system, ^hereliglous ^oinniun-

em 
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St. John Fisher College was 
the only college of liberal arts 
and science in Monroe County 
that was generally open to 
young men. (The University of 
Rochester, with its national re­
sponsibilities, had to restrict 
local enrollment. The Roches­
ter InstituleTof Technology was 
and is principally a technical 
institutes-

All fifty states are now ener­
getically entered into higher 
«ducatioir. i n the Tliocfiester 
community, we now have the 
four-year state colleges of lib-* 
eral arts and science at Brock-
port and at Geneseo and the 
two-year Monroe and Finger 
Lakes Community Colleges. 

And so we must ask, what is 
the raison d'etre of the Catho­
lic College in 1970? 

It of course' shares certain 
characteristics with all private 
colleges. One can argue that 
private colleges, not subject to 
detailed state control, can and 
do experiment and innovate. 
They should be less subject to 
outside interference and so 
should .offer a truer academic 
freedom to their degree offer­
ings, and the character of their 

are the completely religious ad­
ministration, the required study 
bTIhe Catholic religion, the at] 
tempt t<£ protect students from 
"profane" ideas, and the requir­
ed participation in Catholic 
liturgical services. (The religi­
ous faculties became predomi­
nantly lay faculties in all but 
the smallest colleges over twen­
ty years ago.) 

"Other" signs "of- Catholicity 
continue to exist. Through its 
catalog, the college describes 
itself as being within the Cath-
ottc^-CTnnmum^tyrTlre—mlijortty 
of students, facultm and admin­
istrators are Catholics and the 
others generally respect the 
Catholic faith. A number of re­
ligious continue to work on the 
campus. The Mass is offered 
daily. Crucifixes, shrines, and 
statues of the saints can be 
found about the campus. Catho­
lic theology is a visible part of 
the curriculum. 

^ie^ressT-the^-Sunday^erTOonsI^"0^"^00*^8^^^^^1"^^""'^tratorr^Phere^wouldHBe^g^eoff 
and parish missions, they were 
an important part of our inlel 
lectual ghetto. 

Other colleges were founded 
so that each religious order 
could have, within its own com­
munity, a complete system of 
education, kindergarten to bac-
calureate for its own mem­
bers. The sound formation ol 
these religious-in-training waf 
thought to be more certain if 
they could live and work with-

lic colleges. 

But to consider the future of 
the Catholic College requires 
that we be concerned with its 
Catholic nature. 

We do not know what makes 
a college Catholic. We do recog­
nize some outward signs that 
are commonly associated with 
Catholic colleges. 

Among those characteristics 
that have largely . disappeared 

One wonders if there are 
other distinguishing marks of 
a Catholic college. There should 
be some that would cause these 
colleges to stand as visible evi 
dence of Christ's presence in 
today's world. 

All of the Catholic college 
community would n$ver- -fOFget 
that each student, each admin­
istrator, each teacher is a hu­
man being made in the image 
of God and so deserving of con­
stant respect, assistance, and 
encouragement from all mem­
bers of that community. An in-
fprmed, intelligent understand­
ing of the human person would 
be continually growing in each 
student, teacher, and adminis-

stant striving for spiritual-arid 
professional development so 
that each one can fulfill the 
trust that God has placed in 
him. 

Because of,the very real limi-
ftations imposed by human weak­
ness, these virtues do not shine 
as a beacon from the Catholic 
campus. But they are there, 
and both consciously and un 
consciously we try to make 
them a part of us. 

Small, imprecise details can 
combine to give _a^nie^ictura| 
of a person or of an institution. 
In these we might find the best 
description of the Catholic Col­
lege today. What \are some of 
these, details? 

1—Real control is generally 
vested in religious even if the 
legal structure shows a lay gov­
erning _bmr^LoiLll.fi!ktainLaiJ. 
ministrative offices are held by 
laymen. 

2 — Some faculty and -admin­
istrators will still "consider char-
acter formation and the develop­
ment of good mothers and fath­
ers to. be the most important 
c o l l e g e responsibility; true 
scholarship will be considered 
unnecessary and even undesir­
able. 

3 — The professional training 
and development of religious 
faculty remains subject to the 
religious community and some­
times follows directions that a 
layman would not choose. 

4 — A "father knows best" 
attitude can produce overtight 
curriculum requirements. 

5 — The most influential 
faculty and administrators will 
have grown up in the Catholic 
system and may be unaware of 
the systems adopted by the 
secular institutions. This, in 
fact, is the key — we are the 
product of our personal histor­
ies and we only change slowly. 
And so we find, .traces of our 
heritage in our colleges. 

6 — The principal academic 
characteristic of the Catholic 
College is probably its strong 
bentp4or=the4iberal-arts^-Tbere 

tfWK 

New officers and three members-at-large have been elected to the parish 
council at Immaculate Conception, Ithaca. Shown, from the left, are Ed­
ward Moy, a member; Charles Dvorak, vice president; John C. dynes, mem­
ber; Peter DeWysocki, president; and John Barrett, member. Margaret Mc-
Cann was elected secretary. The council has five divisions: family, school, 
religious education, parish and community and public relations. The chair-
_ _ m a n and vice chairman of each, are voting members of th_e_councjl._ _ 

intellectual center by the other 
American colleges, and that 
does not~waiift»losieagfrt of1 

its Catholic origins or of Catho­
lic principles. What can we see 
of its future? 

If the origin of the Catholic 
College lay in a desire to serve, 
either a city or a Catholic com­
munity or a religious order and 
through it a larger community, 
tttenr we^cwrloxflrforirtflr-senre 
in the future. 

This can be done- by serving 
-the—students—who - come- to-itv 
Or it can be done by serving 
the outside community in un-
traditional ways. I t can do beth, 
but it must be careful to do 
only good work. This will be 
the key to its future existence. 

Should the Catholic College 
attack social ills? Should it go 
into the community to help in 
the saving of lives and souls? 
Could it if it wanted to? 

We have always accepted that 
Catholic institutions s h o u l d 
serve mankind. And with the 
clear demand for help in our 
society,' we expect the Catholic 
community to help. 

The source or our manpower 
has been the religious orders. 
But we find them busy with 
teaching. We also find many of 
them willing to put the teach­
ing and the scholarship aside 
to work in the community. We 
see work for them-to-do that 
no one else is ready to do. It 
is reasonable to expect the Cath 
olic college to respond to com 
munity needs. 

The more serious question 
arises. JWgjaldJMs_be a xejtreaj 

ing priests, brothers, and sis­
ters as distinct from their 
teaching commitments. 

There are religious who pre 
fer to be professors of physics 
or English or" philosophy. These 
will and should continue to edu­
cate physicists or bring our cul­
tural heritage to the men and 
women who come to the col­
leges. They will havk no signi 

from scholarship and a return 
schools, but these are outside 
the mainstream of Catholic high­
er education; their host institu­
tions may not be, but the par­
ticular engineering departments 
are considered to be somewhat 
"non-Catholic". Science can be 
and often is strong, but it must 
continually defend its presence 
in a center of "pure" education. 
In any case the student will ex­
pect to gain both a technical 
and a liberal arts education. 

7 — Perhaps the most inter­
esting characteristic of the Cath-

fi>^-*6oHege™te~a--reBewed=«!di 
termination to become a' true 
center of scholarship. This has 
been the contribution of post-
World-War-n society to Catho­
lic education. Today neither 
student applicants, financial 
backers, nor teaching faculty 
will accept less than good aca­
demic performances, and we 
are moving toward more cen 
ters of real scholarship. 

(This is not to say that we do 
not have poor colleges or poor 
courses or poor students or poor 
teachers, but they will die or 

" iknge as f in«nciai-supportr-«tu-fr 
"dents, faculty, and administra­
tors leave or demand improve­
ment, as ' the particular case 

We can see today in the Cath 
olic College an institution thai 
has grown out of and away 
from an institutional existence, 
that is now accepted as an equal 

to something much like the pro 
tectlon of the faith that used 
to be a principal function of the 
Catholic College? 

It is here most important to 
distinguish between the College 
and those individuals who are 
now in it and who are directing, 
as teachers or administrators, 
its academic work. It J s also im­
portant to recognize the religi­
ous ..commitment of; the teach-

cant Time to give to service off 
the campus. 

^There are other religious who 
have carefully" prepared them­
selves and earned the highest 
degrees in order to teach. But 
they have not done this as much 
for the discipline as to gain an 
entree for service to the human 
person and the human soul. 

We will not be surprised if 
they decide that they serve 
God, better by bringing food to 
the hungry, clothing to the 
naked, and hope to the aban 
doned than by developing the 
laws of Mendel or tracing the 
wars of Garibaldi. 

When the professor abandons 
scholarship and teaching for 
social work,.-it is not the college 
that is abandoning scholarship. 
But the college must find a new 
man for the academic work. In 
the short run, such social in­
volvement will decrease the 
number of teaching religious, 
because their replacements will 
normally be laymen. 

But if the College should put 
certain kinds of social service 
under its administrative con­
trol,, however loosely, there will 
be added a new and important 
dimension to the Catholic Col­
lege. It will have immediate 
contact in the world. It can de­
velop combination service and 
learning programs to involve 
both students and faculty. 

We see, then, that the Catho­
lic College, could .focus on a 
broader objective than scholar­
ship and academic excellence. 
But one individual cannot do 
this. The college will have" to 
grow so that it retains the prop 
er number of people for the 
work in "the community. 

The alternatives are not ap­
pealing — the college could 

back oTr~the~communT 
TurTTTts 
ity or it could accept minimal 
academic work from individuals 
who are divided between two 
fill-time vocations. Either of 
these directions will, in the 
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long run, weaken the college. 

©nly growth with the world 
can insure the significance of 
any institution. i 
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Fond Farewell For 20 Sisters 
Twenty Sisters of S t Joseph; 

who taught at Most Precious 
Blood iJcTSbTlTuring IIP years 
will be fetect by parishioners at 
a reception in the school from 3 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 18. 

The reception will be a 
"farewell" to the St. Joseph 
nuns, who, because of other 
commitments a n d demands 
throughout the diocese, will not 
be staffing the school beyond.: 
June. 

hool, with-^165- piffiils 

! - j i 

in eight grades, now nas tnree 
Sisters, three fulltime and 
three jJarttime j a y - teachers, 
and the assistance of parish 
volunteers. 

. Sponsoring Sunday's xecep-
=*toiFis^te-^PaTe«ts!^61ub^wJufih;| 
has invited the more than 200 
alumni of the school to attend. 

Chairman of the program is 
Mrs. Thomas Aleo. 

Father Sebastian Contegiaco-
mo, CPPS., pastor,, has an­
nounced that three Sisters 
Adorers of the Precious Blood 
from Pennsylvania, whose mo-
therhouse is in Niles, Ohio, 
will staff the school in Sep­
tember. It will be the first 
time this community will have 
served in. theJiflcese^ 

Forty Hours 
Forty Hours devotions will 

begin May 18 at Most Precious 
Blood, St. Qecilia and S t George 
churches^ Rochester; at Bath, 
Cats, '.'CIiftoTr~Sprthgs, Moravia, 
liyel^^rValley^fM'Pittstordr 

A.W.BEILBY&SON 

funeral Horn* 

139 Walnut St. Dial 6-912! 
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