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THEOLOGY OF THE WORLD
,_I{_'l.‘wentieth in Series)
By BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN
'l‘hére may be many dirty four-letter words,

VA

- cities, ~maliclous mndtcltierhomelessnesr“thr-”f »

~sticking dryness of thirst, taunting shrieks, the
—smell of untended wounds, flesh - hanging like
purple rags, mouth too dry to hold its spittle and
the company of* sadistie, psychopathlc, depraved '
perverted mobs and hangers-on -

SR ~bggt—£ox;some -in-the-Church-the nastiestfive let-
ter word. Is C-R-0-§:8. It'was a dirty word to Satan.
who three times tempted the Lord from it; it was
an abomination to Peter who was willing to have -

a Divine Christ but not a Suffering Christ; it is

.. ... .asmudgy word to clerics who want optional imi-

tation of Christ and the angels; it is an unwashed -

word to modern Philippians: “I have told you
often, and I repeat it today with tears, that there
are_many who_are behaving @s_eneml,es_o;f the

e ;.~ g 4 ,_,,,AVI e v S
‘ (I ‘ ) i |

More than 20 parishes in the dio- e

cese have been selected by Bishop
Fulton J. Sheen, in conjunction with

As God, He, could not suffer_ and ahsorb the
loneliness and the hethachgs of man. So He asked _
a_woman to give Him a body. Then He could

-take the worst that man could- visit' upon Him.
The worst thing that man can do is not to bomb
cities and strangle little children; it is to kill good-
ness. Being defeated in that, evll would never

“be victorious again. As God, His sufferings would
have infinite value. As Man‘, He would be sharing

the Diocesan Liturgy

-experiment in changes in- the " Catho

lic funeral rite.
The changes, reflecting the Secomnd

Vatican Council's- directive that “the .

rite for burial should express_more
clearly the paschal character of Chris.
tian death,” emphasize that death is
“the joyous realization of the Gos-

pel belief in the resurrection R

e o €Cross-of Chrlst ' 3/18). T

The Secular City has no place for a Cross In
the twentieth century, as in the first, there are
those who would cover up that empty hole on
Calvary as ‘othérs~would push skeletons into a
closet. Mortification, penance and self-denial are
sometimes even deleted from Constitutions of
nuns that the “world may never even suspect that
we are not a part of it’’.

The greatest cross of all is to have no cross.
_ .—Our_possessions are_our limitations. As Harriet -
Hamilton-King said, this is the only life .we will
ever have in which there is a Cross:

“But if impatient thou let slip thy cross,
* Thou wilt not find it in this world again,
Nor in another; here and here alone
Is given thee to suffer for God’s sake.
In other worlds we shall more perfectly
Serve Him and love Him, praise Him, work
for Him,

e — . Grow near_and. JleareLlﬁm_wrth—a;l-delight,__-w _This .identification with humanity has its basis

But then we shall not anymore be called
To suffer, which is our appointment here”.

The Theology of the World cannot escape
answering the question: How is the Christian to
bear up -under the sufferings, trials, injustices,

.. violence, confusions and abandonments felt in the
world? No longer will the pious optimism of
Browning console: “God’s in His heaven — All’s
right with the world”. Life with its final frustra-
tion .of death confronts man. .

Paradox of a Crossed-Life

The frustrations of human existence constitute
the problem of evil: If God suffers, He is limited
and _infected MMW&W :
God. But if He does not suffer and comes xlown
into the dust of human lives, He is denied the
mmghts which suffemng brings, and therefore,..
is not God. Such is the paradox. It takes more
than liturgy, spiritual reading, protest meetings

| and social concern to buttress the soul of modern
| -man in the Secular City. T

The world is in a mess. It is certainly not the
way it ought to be. Man knows this, so he raises
his_clenched fist against-heaven-asking: If-God

—- is good—whyﬁs%here‘su:fferlng"‘Was*God—ever
hungry? Did He ‘ever live in a sium? Does He _

know what it is like to live under a totalitarian re-
gime and to be a refugee from a sword? Was He

.ever a soc1al outcast, living on t-he wrong side of
the.

- God_eve ithe h

) days? Does God Eﬁow fhe mlsery of tramps who
have..nowhere.to. lay their heads? Does God know
the agony that goes on in hospitals: open wounds,
————bloed»stmned—ﬁaees—&nd—ptereed—membeml —

.n.-u.-—.- —A

1y~ tetthings go wron

—at—the=inmost center of things-there - is no_mere
—————————¢reative mind of vital

our lot. Never again could.man shriek: “Does
God know what it is like to suffer?”

. Lawrence of Arabia once said: “No man would
lead the Arabs except if he ate the rank’s food,
wore their clothes, lived level with them and yet
appeared better in himself”. Our Lord stood
among men, as Humanity or “thé Son of Man”; re-
fused to call on twelve legions of ‘angels which
an agonizing mortal could not do, in order that He
might level with man. And yet He was different;
enough like us- to be an Example; enough unllke

'mrofﬁrl:ltnrxy-eommlsslon, and-—

professor of theology at Naureth

-College, pointed out that .the chang-

ed rite “is a controlled experiment
which will help determime what the
funeral rite will be in the future.”

Priests and people, he said, wiil be
asked to evaluate the prayers, the
striptural readings and the ceremon
ies of this rite to see if they are
more truly expressive
understanding of death than the ser-
vice- traditionally-used.-

The words of Eugene Debs, of /Socialist fame,
echo the cross: “Years ago I recognized my kin-
ship with all human beings and I made up my
mind that 1 was not one whit better than the
meanest of the earth. I said then, and I say now,
that while there is a lower class, I am of it, while
there is a criminal clan, I am of it, whﬂe there
is a soul in prison, I am: not free’:- -

Persons attending ‘the rite, he

added, are invited- to make known
their reactions to the Liturgy Com-
mission. Monsignor Shannon’s ex-
planation follows:

“'l‘he Christian understandlng of
death flows from our  understamnd-
ing of the meaning of the death of
Christ.

“For when Our Lond dled some

“the first death which was in no sense

a penalty for sii. His death was a
passover; his exodus, his journey to

{fe.Hepassed from-—a -mortal———-
. existence-£0 am hmnort.al\ glorified

ﬁfe with the Father:~ .\

“When Christ died, something 'han- .

pened to our death. He made our
death a passover, too: a passage from
a life of sin anad mortality to an im-
mortal, glorified life in Him. St Paul
uremmds us of this: :

“ ‘Yon héwe Bein taight that when -

s, Wiltiany ] snannon—chaﬁmwe_were-baptized.ln_ChmsLlesus,_we_
s : e —--were-baptized-En His. death;-in.other- ..
words, when we were baptized, we .

went into. the tomb with him and
joined- Him in Aeath, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead by the Fa-
ther's glory, we too xmght hve a

new life. e

“upt the last Supper Jesus sald:

I go to prepare 2 place for you And

if I go to. prepare a place for you, I
am coming again and I.shall take
you to myself: that where I am, you
also may be’

—“Death—is~ not“only-omr gomg to

is why the early Christians looked
forward so esgerly to the second com-
ing of Christ. "That is why the Bible
ends with the exultant cry of hope:
‘Come, Lord J esus"

~ “The fumneral of the Roman Liturgy,
as it has been celebrated, while not
. ignoring the aspect of Christian hope,

has tended to stress an ‘unduly fear-
some concept of death So often the

in the enfleshment of the Word of God. Suffer-
ing love alone is redemptive. An unfaithful hus-
band, who had made his wife’s devotion a kind
f hell, decided one day to tell her of his wretch--
ed life. As he unfoldedd his tale, she turned pale
and staggered against the wall, tears streaming
down her cheeks. Stretching her arms wide to
welcome him back, he understood that her pure
love was being tortured on the cross of his sin.
For the first time, as she resembled Christ pinion-
ed fo a tree, he understood the meaning of the
Crucifixion.

As C. S. Dinsmore put it so strlkingly
the flash of the volcano discloses for a few hours

" light on Calvary was t:he burstmg forth ‘through
historical conditions of the very nature of the
Everlasting. Thieré was a cross in the Heart of
God before there was one planted  on the green
hill outside of Jerusalem”. God was not above all
pain, but in His Son, Made Man, suffered what

- man-deserved. .

C. E. Rolt, in his The World’s Redemption, ex-
pressed it: “Inwards, at the very center of the

. world, the cries of man strike upon the ear of

| Superficiality

Hit by Pope
Vatican City — (NC) — Pope
Paul VI has accused today’s ‘‘con-

troversial reformism” of being sup-
erficial and seeking. sensations,

““The Church I3 composed of imper-
fect, limited men”, he said at a gen-
eral audience this week. “It is a
sacred institution, but it is construc
ted wlth lmman "material ever in
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God. It is Jesuas coming to wus. That -

“The purpose of the new nte is
not to ignore the sorrow Of . the
mourners or the seriousness of the
moment--of devath; Jbut——to -stress- this:
‘]OYflll hope in the resurrectlon ”.

* Im the mew rite, the priest meets -

the mourners at the door of the
church and greets them with the
words of Chriistiam faith amd heope.

The body of the
sprinkled with holy water, and- a
prayer is said recalling his baptism.

deceased Tis

—-The ~coffin i§ covered with a whiteé

When® the body is placed before
the altar, the <offin no longer is sir-
rounded by six candles; in their
place is the paschal candle ~— the
symbol of Christ’s victory over "death.

The readings and prayers of the
Mass (a mumber of options are per-
mitted) strike the note of hope and
resurrection, “The priests’ vestments
are not black or purple, but white
— a color associated with the new-

“ness—of life-at-Faster.— — — ——————— "

The church bells peal rather than
toll, and the alleluias ring out in joy.
Instead of the absolution at the end
of Mass, there’is a farewell or serv-
ice of commemdation —rcoxmnending

“the deceased to God. )

All is done in such a way that the
consolation of faith and hope are of-
fered to lighten the burden of be-
lievers; yet at the same time the
sensibilities of those who mourn ire
respected.

*paLanwJuhLonLoULe_r N
— resurrectmn ,

scure the joyous realization of the
Gospel belief in the resurrection.

ment-judgment has tended to - ob-

The service at the graVe also has ”'

been revised to call_ final attention -
to the paschal character of Christian
death.
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But in criticizing these frallities,
public -opinton has all too often be-
come “superficial, malignant and

_ anxious to discover and create sensa-.

tional impressions,” he said.

The Pope went on: “When obvious
defects are discovered, then the crit-
fes indulge in drawing from them
reason for reproaching the au
thority of the Church for the loss of
faith of so many who, quite rightly

force; there is_ a Human

Heart, and that Heart is broken”. .
. It is the very nature of God’ tlmt He cannot

would—wish—it worthy.and _perfect,
&iiw:nd—m

3 ﬁnd_nx_it in.
ferior to the ideal which 1 does not
always know how fo personify worth-
ily, find in this a pretext and, indeed
at times, a merlt for- proﬁmty e ing their

wﬁe are those who

doth sit by us and moan.”

The Cross is a “dirty” word to two groups in
_the Church: to those who live only by “involve-

BHme - ll-aspects—. ‘f 1

L FEAryRES

Il

maintain that “Hf religion Is ex-
tinguished, if the Church is deserted,
the fault lles with the sirmctures,
the obstacle lles with the structires.”

" Is there no rational explanation to the problem
of evil and suffering?
AY

The closest man came to it was in the Book of
Job where Satan uses this argument: If a just and
good man suffered, God had to be unjust. Job
could find no answer to those questions that have
"héavéd Up from millions of breasts: “Why was
I ever born? Why did I ever see the light of day?”
“Job multrphed the queries while his comforters
tried to give answers, such as: “Job, you must
have done wrong”. ' '

If the Bible had been written by a Broadway
dramatist, God would have appeared on the stage
and answered all the questions. But in Scripture,
God does appear, but instead of answering ques-
tions, He asks questions.

“Now it is my turn to ask questions and yours
to inform me.

Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda-
tlon"

Tell me, since you are so well informed!
- Who decided the "dimensions of it, do you
2 __Kknow?-

ment”_and those who breathe only by ‘“detach-
ment”. The first practice love of neighbor with- -
out love of Christ Crucified; the seeond proclaim
"love of Christ Crucified without love of neighbor.

Involvement : My Neighbor, Not Christ!

For the secularists, to blaspheme against “in-
—volvement”--is- - more—serious—than- blasphemy'
against the Spirit; it is the unforgivable sin. What
is there in the doetrine -of ‘‘involvement” with
the world, which makes so many called to be
Christ’s, so detached from Him-CGrucified?-Why-
must the price paid for defense of soeial justice
be the loss of spirituality? Why does “involve-
ment” with the foul conditions of the Inner City
so often make them spurn the Cross, as they write
it as a dirty word on the walls of the Secular City?
It was not so with Vincent de Paul; it is not so
with Sister Theresa of India, nor with Cardinal
Leger among the lepers.

- Must love of social justice be founded on con-
tempt . of individual righteousness before God?
Why must the legitimate desire to get the Church
“involved” in thé cause of the depressed make

- _ Or who stretched tife_myeasuring line acyoss it?
Who supports its pillars at their bases?
Who laid its cornerstone =
Whien all the stars of the morning were sing-

“tuous of the spiritual? Why does one so often
find that the repudiation of the Magisterium of
“the Church, the Real Presence, and other articles
of the Creed, go hand in hand with the fanatic’s = .

ingwithjoy? '
Who pent up the sea behind ctosed doors -
Wher; it leapt tumultuous out of the womb?..

lxavc Yourever l-ﬂ JMﬂIngIYEﬁ_ﬁTﬂ
the morning
Or sent the dawn to its post,
Telling it to grasp the earth by its edges"
Which is the way to the home of the light
38Agg where does darkness live?’ (Job, Chaps.
)

* - When God finished a

than ‘the answers of men. Finally, Job was re-
stored, to more than he lost. But God also-told
Job to offer sacrifice. for those false comforters
who tried to explain the problem of evil.

Py

The Onlv Answer to Frustration _

God came mto the mess that we are in. There
. was a Diviné Breakthrough into all .of this dis-

“Ifﬁ‘: :““IiumnioLmer 1

realized . that the questions of ‘God were wiser

order. God took His own medicine. Rather than =

destroy human freedom when it rebelled against
Him, God camé into the disorder éreated by hu-
man freedom as if He lenself were guilty. -

| o When I was.a boy my mother gave me castor™
3 6il. Before she would give it to me, she would .
. - -taste it saying- “See; it’s mot bad”, 1'knew that it -

:?; ‘was just as bad for Her as if was for me, but it
i ‘'was her'way of sharing suffe;rmg and glvmg eii ’
o . M.lexample S

" In" a Divine way, 'God took wupon Hlmself vio-

T F B T . .
. T - . .
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o lence,. hatreJ muck headaches, sickening dupli- T

alvement””*eertainly—"thewGoodMaﬁtan
who really was involved with the wounded, did
not attack uny Samaritan or Jewi“s"lf‘ﬁé’llefs “in

its exponents so humorless, critical and contemp-  hearts and minds.

But,—the Pope said, constitutional
stmctnres of the Church must be dis-
tinguished from those derived
“through historical tradition.”

These traditional structuxres, he
said, have been tested through “age
old experience,” and are still capa-
ble of continuous revival
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~ “Thank God it's Monday!”

The Paraclete: Ally and Advisor

By Father Albert Shamon

What a _wonderful teacher Holy
Mother Church is! Have you noticed
that since Easter, the Sunday Gos
pels have mentioned the Holy Spirit.
The: €hurch uld - not -confront us
with Pentécost without preparing our

cutio — the exhortation of a _general
bhefore battle, putting fire and cour-
age into his troops.

To -<call- the ¥oly Spirit “the Para-
clete,” therefoxe, is to say that the
Holy Spirit is the Person. who enables

The greatest teaching about the
Spirit in the New Testament is found
in the 14th, 15th, and 16th chapters
of John’s Gospel. John has his own
distinctive title for the Spirlt. In

Paraclete” — “when the Paraclete

_comes.”” The fact that there are as

many translatlons of the -word - -as -

" The worldly man domg good for the world does
not ordinarily develop this critical, anti-Church,
anti-Cross attitude. But a few'”c"élla fo be
Christ’'s do. Does their divorce of Christ and
His Cross beget a self-hatred, as it did in Judas,

_ which comes out in negation? It should not be

it is to find a word o,r expresswn

‘that conveys the wealth of meaning
that is in this word. William Barclay
‘has written a worthwhile book, The
Promise of the Spirit. Let me adapt
what he has written about the word.

“Paraclete” comes.from the Greek

T newscasters, THeY,

ercﬁmzlﬂ
rows, the strt‘lggle the “burdens of
the world; He is the One who nerves
the feeble for battle and makes the
coward brave, who gives wise coun-

sel and powerful help in the diffi- — .
—=-~—Sumnday's~Gospel-he—calls-Him-‘the.._eylt-decisions—of-Nife...,.co5 -

the less theatrical but samer voices

of moderation.”

The recent CCNY “incident” comes
to mind. There are 20,000- students
at CCNY. But from the news media
would you have guessed. all the
roablemakers—number—no-more—thar
20 — would you know that? The
ratio of anarchists is about the-same
in practically every"other university
in the eountry.

And yet — thanks to u'responsible

~ If ever “marx needed a paraclete,
it is' today. Ome group in particular,

_ astounding pkenomenon. We see lit-
tle of the vast majority, with truth
~on—their—si

ink, meed™ Him: journalists and
i a"way, “hold ™~
the fate of our country in their hands.
Much of the tixrmoid in our cities and
“campuses has been laid squarely at
the feet of irresponsxb,le journalists
and newscastex's,

Neil Hickey in TV Guide has

writ-

r ing for other” is hest served with
*bélﬁg' “for Christ”. When “involvement” alone - -
~is the rule of life, the priest or the nun never
-does any good for humanity beyond that which
any pagan, humanist or communist can do. He
may wear the collar and she the habit, bt they
are like Gehazi who carried the staff of Elisha
but was unable to bring back life to the dead
child. (2 Kings 4/29) The same externals, the
same techniques, the same sociological acuteness
as the world uses, are oply bread until the conse- .
crating ‘words: “This is My Bedy” are breathed
over them, The true “involvement” takes place -
" when one offers up his life in service for his:fel-
low ‘man because he owes lﬂs own life to-Christ - &~- :
Cruclfied s

t 5d for
purpose? Called as an- ally, as. an
adviser, ¢o lend assistance with some
xreat task; called as a wilxiess in
one’s favor, and as an advocate in
one’s cause. Thus Jewish Rabbis used
to say that man’s--every..good deed
would be his _paraclete on Judgmeiit
Day. .

Sometxmes, pmhleln can mean
to comfort. “Comfort you, comfort -
you, my people, saith your God.”
(Is. 40:1)." Here comfort does not

mean - console: Gomfortr~ls-deri¥ed ]

from the Latin fortis, which means

~brave,-To-comfort.- meant~to~putcour

age iiito one, enable him to cope
bravély. with. the stmggle _and battle,

__verb pankaleln which means o eall

requently trazisi
lent one ., . TV metworks give too
much time to the flashier and more
_vocal extremists . . . whose words

foster violence, and not enough to

o

et

ten:—=Th raene&-oi—wm
™ e p Jotentia I—-T'——ity———cmnp!em

. violent situation lnto an actually vlo-

ere a beleaguered minority,
carrying on an impossible Fight.

Basically the. concept is wrong.
Psychologicalky it ds calamitous. Doug-
las Hyde has warned that one of
the steps in a Communist takeover

joumalnsm-—-r—we—~see-~«a~—~posxﬁvely~ U—

,,,.,.._.7

—— —is-to-create among- theﬁgoodea«ﬂmmon S
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We certainly néed to pray, “Come,
Holy Spirit, be a Paraclete to us all,
especmlly to our Journalists and news-
casters.” -
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