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By' JAIME FONSECA
(NO ,ﬂews Service)

P Tem }’
Jmst reglme in Cuba, Cas-
“tro style, find organized re-
Yigion adjusting to a difficult
climate - of repression. in
sprder to survive and to be

. able to deliv ningful
+ —Gaspel foF @ now breod of

The" “ne’w
Cubam "R vol,,uh n
lessly
a socialigt s
a past

. is relent.
to produce for
te, comes out of
hazily Christian, Many

are now urbelievers.

In the process of adjust-
ment, hoWever, churches are
“being filled with “daily Chris-
- -tians;” not the “Sunday” wor-
.sh'.lpers §0. common “in that

; Quite a number of these
J4daily Christlans” are old,
anguished and resigned, but
most are mature men and
women who are deftermined
to lve -their faith amid the _

surrounding unbelief. And a |

few, particularly among the

young, want to bécome “the -

leaven” of the revolution and

“humanize” it, by purging its

J:ﬂLeltfes

Along’ }theu' thorny path
these Christians - constantly -
face conflicts of conscience as
their daily decisions confront
their emotional and intellec-
tual ties with their inner con-
victions, as well as with their
loved ones.

These decisions concern
such things as sending chil-
dren to a school where they
will learn materialism, or per-
forming “voluntary” mdnual
work on Sunday, or having to
atténd Marxist indoctrination
courses, or joining the Com-
mittees for the Defense of
the Revolution and having to
spy “on neighbofs. For the
young, there is the Commu-
nist Youth League for
women, the Federation of
Cuban Women, and for all,
the new Advance Movement
to increase production.

“Do 1 have to read these
books which 1gnore or mock
es?”’_asks Marta
Lluberi, the wife of a long-
shoreman hving in a modest
apartment in Havana. “Do I
give in, do I resist? Will I
make life harder for my hus-
band, for the children?* -

The answers that organiz-
ed religion can give now to
these crucial questions may
well determine the future of
Christianity in <Cuba. What
are the opportunities for the
believer to receive ra-
tion, guidance and strength

Indeed, the professed posl-

tion of Fidel Castro’s govern-
ment since 1983 is that of the °
Marxist-Feninist-id

s of a_MWsL Len- _

\ .
n’ that the

‘CASTRO AND FRIENDS.

|

tro, aﬂel(;uba

Intematlonal Euchamstic Con-

_gress in Bogota; Colombia,_ jans the |
P Aumust in. Havana&nm&ﬂ "

ment on_the price of such
laison especially as it e
gayds the image

At one time the seminar-

spac16us Good Shepherd. sem- |

Two hundred -twenty-eight

priests remain in active ser-
vice. The country has 228
panshe& but-not-all with 4
1dent—prlest-ln+fact——«9$r"
of those priests are in Havana,

. while the Pinar del Rio dio-_.
cese has only 13. Of the
priests, 99 are diocesan, 129
Religious;
80 come from Spain, 40 from a ?
other European couritries and ceses and four dioceses? Even
from North America.
rest are Cubans.

by nationalities,

The

In 1959, the priests num-

bered 723. Many were expell-
ed ' during the first three

ears—of —the—€Castro—regime;—

" along with Auxiliary. Bishop
Eduardo Boza. Maswidal
Havana.

the country under varying de-

---grees of pressure, Quite a
few have returned, new ones
have been ordained,

of
Other priests left

and

Inary in the nearby- country-
side, but in 1966 the regime
_eonfiscated e compound,

Church; but others recognize
that the ties have helped the
bishops to maintain communi-

cations- with Rome and the
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sideration,
tions wit:h Rome have not in-
fluenced the legal status of
the Churchh in Cuba

of _ the - outside—wortd;-tnchuding-per-—curt piotocol (6 ipecial con-
mission to travel, and that
they have helped ease the
clergy shortage. While under-

dip-lomati¢ rela-

_giving strategic reasons for

the takeout. The students now
live at the old 'qrchbishops
house in downtown “Havana.

How many active Cat:hohcs
are in Cuba’s two archdip-

in the prerevolution times
this was an unknown factor.
A survey conducted in 1954
by members of the then
vigorous Catholic Association
of University Students show-

ed that professed  Catholics. |

were 72% of a population of
5.6 million. Protestants and
otheis” were estimated at 8%,
and’ 20% had no religious af-
filiation.

Some observers say that to-
day practicing Christians may

jects spiritual values as a so-
cial force.
.The

regime’s Commlttee

for Revolutionary Orienta.-”

tion says it does not wage
war on religion, although it
considers religious beliefs as
groundless.”

In practice, however, or-
ganlzed religion has surviv-
ed, while most pre-Castro in-

Others believe this tolerance
comes from some kind of
“humanism” still left among
the leaders of the revolution.

There .are today in Cuba
eight Catholic bishops—three
in the’ Havana archdiocese,
one in the Santiago archdio-
cese, and one in each of the

guey, Cienfuegos, Matanzas
and Pinar del Rio. Seven of

-remaining dioceses: . Cama-..

‘Must I Read Books That
Mock Spiritual Values?

strongest religious hody by
Cuban tradition is the Cath-
olic Church. The state Regis-

try for Religions lists some-

30 non-Catholic groups—Prot-
estant, Orthodox, Jewish and
Buddhist — as officially re
corded. A decade ago they
numbered about 110,000
members; today, estimates ent
that figure in half. - -

Some observers attribute
this government tolerance of

religion to tac'dcal reasons, in

_stitutions_have vanishedh The__ them were installed within

8 Catholic Bishops, 228
Priests Guide the Faith |

" the " first

others_allowed to enter for
time, However,
" should a priest be considered
“overzealous” and stepping
beyond the bounds of “strict-
ly religious activities,” he is
“invited” to leave the coun-
try. . There were two such
cases reported .in 1968, one
a Belgian priestt one a
Cuban

At present, there is one
priest in jail, Father M. A.
Loredo, O.F.M,, charged with
harboring an alleged sabo-
teur. The Franciscan church
and convent in Havana, occu-
pied by the military because
of this incident a few years

_ago, have not been returned.

Several “unused” churches in
Havana and in other cities
are now social centers for the
revolution, or storehouses.

There remain in the is-
land 129 Religious Brothers
and 198 nuns. Several per-
form hospital, administrative
and counseling duties in_gov-

the past 10 years.

Like most bishops in other
countries, they have a na-
tional conference, with a sec-
retariat and several eoemmit-
tees: liturgy, Christian doc-
trine, pastoral work, wvoca-
tions, priestly affairs and
commumnications. They held

. regularly scheduled meetings,

and some consultations, al-
though no public pronoaince-
ments are made. Several of
the bishops went to the Sec-
-ond-, Vatican -Council and to

“dlalectxceo}mateﬁal- -@NA ”ia nis- _ian

more recent events like-the

ernment dnstitutions for medi-
cal and social assistance. All
of them, however, are ban-
ned from schools. Ten years
ago, 2,462 nuns and Brothers

" were prominent ‘i roamming

nary at Santiago, with 20 stu-

411 church-sponsored institu-
tions. -

Sigmificant for the future
of the Church in Cuba is the
fact that two seminaries are
functioning, with close to 100
students: the San Carlos y
San Ambrosio seminary in
Havana; with 73, students of
philosophy and theology, and
the San Basilio minor semi-

studied in Europe, but in re-

number-from 700,000 to over i

1 million, a great majority of

them Catholics, and most of -

them to be found among
school-age children or among
those over 35 years of age.
That ‘would be between .10%
and 15% of the present popu
lation.

Lay leaders have also start.

ed Tunning small groups of |

the Christian Famijly Move-
ment, which meet at homes
to " discuss religious forma-
tion. Some go a step further
and hold short retreats.
Therk is also a national board
‘of Catholic Action for girls,
with .a small membership,
and some students meetinter-
mittently to discuss modern
Christian thinkers such as
the late Father Pierre Teil-
hard de <Chardin. Late last
year from 200 to 300 per
sons attended, every evening,
a two-week study course on
the Bible at the parish of San
Nicolas in Havana.

Doors and shutters were
wide open . . Passersby
could hear our discussions,”
said one of the lecturers.

Another area of €Church
concern is relations of the
Holy See with the Castro re-
gime. Following the pattern
already established for East.
ern Burope after World War
11, the Vatican has pot taken
any initiative to break diplo-
matic relations, and neither
has Qastro.

Many-Catholics in-the couns
try are reserving their judg-
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fosters, cent years few persevered,~ -
ism” — a conlstant 81;:5; 0: and those who reached ordi-
- -men-_and - gs - e e nation had difficu i T oo e -
classless society — and re- € o ¥ tering their country. Al
:_ - Ore emoc ra lc counted, there are 108 Cuban B
: : youths studying for the
f : « .o priesthood.
Valuable Painting - (Chojce of Bishops - 1
- . . = ) |
° T e e e e e -
Stolen in Italy By MIKE O'MEARA  after a twoyear selection pro-
Rome— (RNS) —Italian po- (NC News Service) cess forwarding their nammes to
lice and Interpol, the interna- gyawa Ont. — For 50 years th:p&gl ad hoc committes of You never
tional police organization, have now Canadian bishops have . .
begun an intensive search for been selected in rélle pr;lvate Iﬁ doesn’t mefhn election oé had 1t
1 lu- ¢lub manner . by the bishops bishops, or even that priests an (]
art thlqutsi Wh(; sto eaa :il:h an ecclesiastical province. laymen will be consuited about s$0 good'
able painting -from p particular persons. But it could
church near Pesaro. An aa!ehblshop and bls suf- be an important internnediate Coﬁntry Fried
The_painting, | \_as the ragan bishops seléct three step to a more open, de-mocra—
=P S nominees;-forward—their- names- tie-form-—of-selection:—~— -~ -~ -1 Brea’t os

"
Madonni,; del Cardellino (Our with preference or priority in-

Lady of the Goldfinch),” has a dicated, to the Apostolic Dele

The project

“for selection,

valye estimated at between gate, who forwards them to evaluation and nomination of
$500,000 and $1 million, de- Rome.

pending on the still-disputed

question of who painted it.

“Conference of

Perugino, which would put its . oo

value in the

a member of the Umbrian

million-doliar
range. Others consider it the
work of Eusebio da San Giorgio,

sulting priests and laity as well cils,

But that could be changed
radically by a project approv-
Some experts call it the work ed by the Canadian Catholic

of the —Renaissance painter and forwarded to Rome for ap—

The new method would build
up a national “bank of candi-
dates through a process of con-

candidates for the episcopacy”
— as the Vatican requested of

Bishops here,

national conferences of bishops
— was drawn up by Bishop
Norman Gallagher of Montreal,
working with a number of
canon lawyers, theologiams and
other consultors.

-

Initially, at least, consultation
with priests likely would be
through their senates or coun-
and with

laity through

school, and thus worth about g5 4] brishops in each ecclesias- diocesan or a mational pastoral

$500 000
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Rev, 'Richard Moran, C.SS.R.
Director, Notre Dame
Retreat House,

3 WEEKS

Departmg July 16th .

t:ical provmce or re-glon, and council.

< —(raturning -August 6th)—— """ "

| 11019

mcludlng evejthing fromand- ‘to*‘
Rochester with NO.extras or hid- -
' den costs of any kind whatsoever -
-except a few funches. Al first

class hotels,

1t caririot be pictured o’rdescribed; -
bt you-will never forget the prayer-
ful emotion which is yours when -
you kneel at the very grotto where
Our Lady appeared to little Berne-
dette 110 years ago:

Nor will you ever forget your
audience with the Holy Father (Rome
alone is worth the trip), gleaming
Paris and Versailles, historic London,
modern Madrid, or picturésque
Lisbon and Fatima of the miracles.

.

—

kev thhar oran, C.SS.R. Write or telephone Fathe\'
Post Office Hox 74 Morah today for your
| -Ganandaigua;N:Y-14424 -~ Giii .difailed TEnETary.
.Dedr Father Moran: Send, your ‘Telephone v -
colorful fnysuated folder- to: " 384-5700
\ S N
Name ........ : .................................
+
F* Address .. 2. .20 . i s e e e
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- Vgcome_mm;h_liathe rJV,lm:an next
July 16th! See it all for yourself' /

Fhe-cheerful; chatty Irish age_wam? "
ing for you too, at Publin, Killarney,
and Cork — plus Blamey and a lot
of other places you’ve always heard
so much about and wanted to see.
Send today the coupon below for |
your own copy of
Father Mofan’s,
colorful illus-
trated brochure,
with its step by
_ step itinerary. .
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With one h‘appy exceptiory: You know jxust‘what you're

“saying for. And how much yrou have to save to get it.
So when retirement day comes, you wnthdraw from

(iIlIEAT EXPECIATIONS

Retirement Savings

What’s retirement to you?

_at Llncoln Rochester.

your accourit.
Notfro?n life.

<

A fhght mfo boredom or B-arbados?

Thetime when )/ou holda cane or raise it?

Gone years filled with gru mbling and grouchiness?
Or golden years filled with good times—paid for with

31— your Great Expectations Refirement Savmgs Account

It works just like any othersavmgs plan interest

WE IIAVE NINE NEW WAYS T0 SAVE
FORTHE GREAT EXPECTAT ONS OF LIFE.

| ekl L LY T T ---j-----.--.-----l- Ll A T B VT ¥V N Ta

Mailto: Lincoin Rochester Trust Corpanye- - R

"Room 1220, P. 0, Box 820, Rochester, N. . 14803

Gentlermen: Please open the following new Great Expectations

Savings Accounts and send me my new passbooks. Enclosed is
T FRy-initial deposrt*andﬁrrectrmsoh “how—muth goes towach ew "~

account that | open.

7 Vacation Savings $........

3 Education Savings $........
O Ralny Day Savings $ ........

Yoy \

@ Lincoin llocllester

LINCOULN ROCHESTER TSRAUST COMPANY ME

~AEINGOLN: FIRST BAN -

BER FOIC

T3 Chri as Savings &4
O Furniture/Appliance &avmgs$
O lvestor Savings §........
3 Retirement Savings $........
O Pers®nal Project Savings $

ADDRESS

'[J Home improvement/New Home Savings $

Please open rﬁy account at Lincoln Rochester's ...._.......
LNAME\ et e e e = e

4
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