THEOLOGY OF THE WORLD
© (Sixteenth in Series) -
By BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN

Flfty%rems ago.the church-doors “swung 1nward
to the sanctuary; now they swing gutward to the
' world. Our problem today is to'get them to swing
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-——ngked a person is in soul, the more garish that
person becomes in dress; now inner nudity is being
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both ways, 50 there may be both world-acceptance

= .. and~ workdsrenunciation.. As Cardinal Newman = ..

Pride_changes its complexion in dlfferent cen-r_

beautifully expressed it: “We must at least in cer _
“tain seasons défraud ourselves of natare; lf “we

i would not be defrauded of grace.” ~

: 'I‘lns brings up one of the basic conmtrons of
3 renewal mentioned in the first of the beatitudes,
: namely, the spirit of poverty. But even the word
“poverty’” has become lmpoverxshed of meanmg

tiries, but it still remains inflation. The-egotism ™

- which once expressed.itself even in religion as a

__‘“*Holier-than-Thou” now delights being “Less Holy-
" than- Thou,”" sneering, “Do y-ou really stnll believe
that?”

"In conclusxon because the -spirit of poverty is
humility, it is the very opposite of pride. The

o

: sists on poverty more than the Church insists

upon it. Once again in history, the. protests of
" the world are- more right than the defenses of
— - the-Church. The alleged wealth of the Church
- used as a means of relieving poverty. But the
L Church, too, sees the need of poverty and knows
full well that a heart possesser by things cannot
- " clearly heed the call of God to reconcile the world
) to Himself.

Things Which the Spirit of Poverty is Not

1. Poverty is not essentially economic. A man ..
can be poor in cash and rich in greed. A Com-
_ -~ munist is often a rich man in desire without any
- 7T - T -cashinvhis pockets. Avariee is-hike-adultery. A hus-

b

- e ‘What is irteresting is that the world today in-  «

~is a-“seanddl” to many who righlly ask thatit-be .

itual directors”;
ing”; the Benedictines in their “strictness”; while_

some of the lesser ones were proud of-their hu-

mility.

Jesttits-used- totakepmdem:fhelr_q ﬂ@f ﬁ_ﬂ_
the Dominicans in their ‘‘learn- -
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gested broad revelation of school
costs to encourage parish support of
the parochial schools"

People who are deeply committed
Mheﬂatholm_achool system respond

-very—well-when—they-receive_a de-

. tailed ‘account of costs of operatlng
the parish school.-The School Board

of our-parish has-the -obligatien-of .- -

drawing up a budget on a detailed
_basis, This is put in our financial re-

A story is told-about-a-Francisean;-a-Capuchin,
and a Jesuit visiting_the Divine Babe in the Crib.
The Franciscan said: “Oh, we so dedtghtm seeing
You born in a stable, but our monastery is just as-
poor.” The Capuchin said: - “Oh! how happy we
are to see that You have-no heat. We-teo are cold
in our monasteries.” The Jesuit turned to the
Blessed Mother and, ignoring all talk about pov-
erty, said: “Send Him to one of our schools when
He grows ip.""

Poverty of spirit is at the opposite pole of any
form of grandstanding or playing to the galleries.
Egotism has its status symbols, such as, split-level

. homes where you almost bxeak your neck going

from,one room to another; a hifi; an outdoor
swimming pool; barbecue pit, and a. rumpus room.
1 overheard one woman saying.to another: “So,
you are going to Florida. Do you have a mink
stole?”- “No.”—

The difference between American and English

- -pride is that the American. “admits” he is good

and tells the world about it. The Englishman goes
about more subtly. He depreciates himself, so that
you, instead of him, do the praising.

What the Spirit of Poverty Really Is

To discover the real meaning of poverty one
must go back to the first Beatitude: “How happy
are the poor in spirit.” (Matt 5/3) The Greeks had
two words for “poor™: ome was pemes which
describes the man who lives from hand to mouth,
who works for his living but never has anything
superfluous. Socrates described himself as being
in such a state; having dedicated himself to truth,
he found no time for making money. Aristophanes,
the Greek dramatist, described the poor man

“Then cancel.” .. . . - -

~port—to—the partshr and s discussed—
from.the pulpit annually.

Although we have no school col-
lection the parlshioners as a whole
subsidize the parochial schoo! beyond
the tuitions paid by the families of

pupils. ally 62 per cent of the
total Sun offering income goes

e = e - —- eee - e .-t .support’ of the school.

In recent years we have been do-

ing more and more to broaden the .

Saturday instruction courses for the
public school children and the adult
education program we are offering
to the whole parish.

—Msgr—Charlesm\leoyle
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I conten.(i that many do not” give

——to—the—~*school~¢0) Ileetlon’l-m*—thex'

pamsh&s.ior‘ two_reasons: i ¢y do mot

T '”_"IIJ K‘O’I}an ‘
331 Seneca Pkwy Rochester

""""""" ~——————and=they-do-not-
. ish is properly treating the publm-
.- sehoolers and-the—parish— adults -with--

E‘da'ca‘zio;.ﬂ*ﬁézf“

have children in the parochial school,

a teaching program.

Your staff has been doing an ex-

cellent JQb of keeping the abortion

liberalization attempt before the peo-
‘ple through the activities of the nght

_In theRochester Diocess:

Conps, Vista and other sug

- -~have -accepted 13 people

Forty-three men . have en

" ing programs for the Dioc

_Pulpit appeals to peguade every

—the religious

parishioner—to—give—regularly must-

demonstrate the existence.and value .

of the CCD program (and its ¢osts)

‘as equal in importance with the;par-
_1sh school. Too many peopleé resent

——to Life-Committee. May 1 plead-for -

a little of the same treatment in be
half of Educational’ Leglslatlon now
pending?

The Marchi-Gallagher Bill to pro-
vide tuition grants for students at-
tending private schools is presently ,
before the State Senate. In addition
to urging people to ‘write to their
legislators “on -this;- we would also
urge that they' write requesting the
legislature to vote to repeal the Blaine
Amendment. (This must be done by
two successive legislatures before go-
ing to-a referendum-of-the people.
If passed now and in the next legis-
lature, that would be in Niovember
1971.)

—Msgr. William M. Roche,

* §t. John the Evangelist Church,
Humboldt St.

(Receipt of other comments on the
issues of school-support prompts us
to promise a newsfeature on School
Boards and ‘theix fiatsial fumnétions
in a future issue. — Editor.)

- Join CEF

In recent momths articles in the
Courier-Jourmal have stressed the
crisis confrontizg God-centered aca-

demic schools in Rochester, in New

York State, and in the country as a
whole. Unfortunately not emough em-

" phasis has been placed on the neces-

sity for an effective, grassroots or

— S“eﬂntendentof Schools.-

(A news story on this issue appeAts
on _page One.) R

Parish Finances

Editor

Your article in Now Hear This . . .
(4/11) on the guessvalue of fully
informing parishioners about school-

ed—the -
point that expeénditures for the “total -

~fhat_such a large percentage of the

“his column on

“education costs’” of the parish—are
spent on less than half of the parish
children and hardly any adults.

~Thomas Gakerman, Rochester.

- Inner-City- Coverage

Editor:

Many thanks for your two-week cov-
erage (4/4, 4/11) of Rochester’s in-
ner-city school situation. In the face
of the ignorance and inactivity of the
Garnett papers, your honest and open

. airing of the problem and’ indirect
support of FIGHT in this cause is a

welcome step indeed. =~

Father David Finks suggwted in
~ 4711 that the issue
of inferior ghetto education is. one
that the Catholic Church is uniquely

" qualified to touch. If the- Church took

this step, the country would remem-
ber its contribution long after the
advancement of sex education had
become commonplace. .

—Sister Thaddeus

T T st.-Agnes Figh—Sehool. - - -

;uumues—iq-—havemtere-d

religious women’s _comxx

womern. .

toward building a Chnst
life,”- -said —Father Law

-phy; Diocesan Director o

“We now feel we mu

~ the Christian Family, the

tion of service.”

Slster Margaret Mary, I
gﬁmlants for the Sistel

__“Yocations. .are. of thi
man's life. We now speal
~tire life's search’, each |
her talents and qualme
service,” .

Sister Margaret explair
as going out to speik
ladies, at their request, ¢
ties of Christlan service
them today. Both she and
phy remarked that they n

. concerned _ with _‘recnai

men and women into t
life, but rather to help !
er the best ways they, as
can apply their talents tc
of God and man.

However, should a yo
woman feel called to t
life, he or she would prox
the following steps: =~

A young man consxderi

Murphy as the Director
and, after consultation
_enters King's Prepsrat
Becket Hall or St. Ber
.nary, depending on his

—‘baelfgrmm& {0 —prepare

ordination.

Sister Ann Mary, Dir
cations for the Sisters ¢
and consultant to the Ea
of the National Sister’s
ference, explained the yo

penes as one “who had to scxrape for his existence”.
The other Greek word for- poor is ptoches which

hgamzman—of—p&eens_and_oﬁhem_m*_ rs-the—
present a collective voice in Albany«——«—

and Washingfon_

— - "A mman can be poor in cash.”—

Joseph,

 band may not have a chance t6 be adulterous, but

the lust may be already there. “If a man looks on
a woman lustfully he has already committed adul-
tery with“her in his heart.” (Matt_5/28)

Anxiety or an inmner worry about security often
.. pxrecedes avarice or the outer greed for things.
Long bef‘ore psychology found the subconsc10us

in the wzsh long before it passed mto act.

L ) 2. Poverty does not necessarily mean making a
I sanctuary bare and impoverished in order to avoid
- giving a ‘scandal’ to tlle world. lt was Judas, not
Christ_who _complained abs :

- of worslup

Once persons made themselves poor; mow the
mood is to make the Lord poor by making His
sanctuary bace. Nudity has taken over the theatre;
_now it invades the altar. First the body is stripped,
’ then the sanctuary. The tabernacle which the Lord
I - “ordered to be covered with gold is now denuded
! and shifted to a corner in the church. A tree
stump, ox.a houlder becomes the altar; cheap wick-
er baskets hold the Bread of Life; the Lord has
His garments tori from Him even within the

means absolutely destitute; Homer calls himself
“the cringing, suppliant beggar.”” His problem was
to keep body and soul together. Plato would not

-allow a ptochos in his idead Republic.

Mow which word is used. in the Beatitude? It is
the word ptochos. Poverty 1s a spu*ltual rather

one’s oum madequacy, worthlessness our dest:rtu-
tion. Therefore, all trust must be placed in God.

Phe Beatitude 1is, therefore;—the antithesis of
pride and “I will work this out by myself’" Intel-

virtue of docxhty A Roman master of oratory
once said: ‘‘They would hhave become excellent
scholars, if they were not so persuadéd of their
own scholarship. Ecomonikcally, it means that a-
man never ﬁltmn'ust in the material or the
physical. Isaiah pronounced a woe against those
who went down to Egypt for help, trusting in
horsemen because they were many. (Isaiah 33/8, 9)
Psychologically, the spirit of poverty means a
sense of dependence and surrender. The agnostic
need not pray to God to reveal Himself. He must

Holy of Holles,

This vicarious practicing of poverty, by which
we get credit for being stripped, by stripping the .
Lord, is the inverse of the Biblical spirit of giving
to the Lord. Judas comes back and ‘‘out of pre-
sumed love for the poor” asks: “Why was not this

" ointment sold . . . and the money given to the

“TiTst act, or create g voik-within-himself—0nly—

lectually, it means that a man admits he knows .

In the past Citizens for Educational
Freedom has provided such a voice.
___ The Ferrall-Mangano-Speno textbook
"7 loan bill, which provides. that. local
boards of -education must loan text-

books' to all ehildreminNY-4it grides~

7-12,was ;passed largew !:hrough

It is our belief that the tlme is
ripe for a concerted -effort for more
positive actipn by the New York
Legistature. Specific pleces of legis--
lation which should be constitutional
are t:he Bookson—Stockmeisfer bill for

LY ICE d CInedld
rémedi}il readln:g md “speech ther-
apy, currently denied our echildren
and the Marchi-Gallagher (tuition
grant bill,

The purposes of -this commumca-
tion are:

1. To ask all of your readers to
join CEF., Family membership is $5
per year; comiributing membership is
$10. Your name, address and zip code

should be sent to: Robert Scholz, 21

Columbia Parkway, West Seneca,
N.Y., 14224,

After consultation wi
munity's Director of Vi
careful testing both pl
psychologically, the you
application ls\.revlewef

)

ter-racial relations

“BLESS OUR FOOD AND ALL WHO ARE PRESENT

2. To ask those CEF members who

e b ORE 7 WHICH-REMINPS-ME-CF- ANl e

THING THAT HAPPENED UURING ONE OF

valleys, empty cups and contrite hmimm%eiw the March newsletter
filled. Only when there isa need is there a giving. of N.Y. CEF to communicate with

“They who are well have no need of a physician.”
(Matt 9/12)

S © poor (John 12/}~ —— .. L

The point here is not that churches should be
b1g and omate_ for t:hey should not Churches

in b

L. uullzed every“day of . the week Rather protest
here is against making the sanctuary poor as a
substitue for our own want of poverty. As the

‘cross s Taid on the backs of others by blame and .
p"rotest today instead of on our own, so0 poverty
. _is practlced occasmnally by-a show of hturglcal
nudlt;; ] . ST I

~me. Apparently some CEF mail from

Word for Sunday

By Father Albert Shamon

of a mliglo‘e’eommmmhegrouﬂs“m”ihe ‘
individual members are poor. No community may
justify its millions by pointing to their humble
cells and their patched robes. As Karl Rahner puts
A rich Order_cannot have poor_members: it .
' may have members who do not own property in a
legal semse. But a really wealthy Order cannot
have poor members. At most they will be complete-
, . ly dependent members with regard to the_ com-
- - mon-ewnership of material goods absolutely vested
in the community.” They are shareholders in a
financial corporation, and are wealthy even though
they have the ‘“vow of poverty.”
B * 4, The Spirit.of Poverty is not shabbiness. The
. word “bum” used to be applied to the man who
was so poor he dressed in rags and was shiftiess.
S  But today some of the young dress as the- “‘bums”
of another generation. The “bum’ was not proud
of the way he dressed; but. the “hippie” is. But it
o must not be thought that the "bum” has a spirit
- - of poverty, for as.a worker in a social mission ob-
: servedr “‘Can -a man think about God when he is
_T . ... so fllthy that he hates hunself"" S

—. .. _.. Thephoy who dresses badly, for the sake of eon-__

O formism, isieither wegk because he dare not break .
- with his peers, or proud b e he is showing

~ “his contempt for the test of sociéty, or vain bhe-.
cause he wants to attract the attention of others.

“The—hoy wh(ulresses badly for the—sake ‘of

7 “conformity, is either weak . .. or proud.” -

T

A consciousness of uttét woﬂhl@ssness is the
very opposite of egotism and self-assertiveness.
_That is why "“The poer hgwe the Gospel préached
. tothem” (Matt 1175) becaase they have a void to
be filled. It is to-the poor—an-invitation is-sent to -
sit at His bamquettablc: nrthe ngdomoflleaven ~
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t

One’ day- our Lord sat near—fhe
Sheep gate in the northern wall of

Jerusalem. He watched shepherds
leadlng in sheep to .the pool near °
&Eﬂndéﬂlﬁlﬂe of Slaugh.

_,,Bemm_oz_to;l;

ot - This stens,—coupled-with—the-re--—---

jection of the “blind man from the
synagogue by the Pharisces (false
shepherds), triggered the beautiful
Good Shepherd Discourse.:

--a-e_.l_heani.a,pslwhologlst.say_nhatmﬁ
_ haps the most unfortunate.image _in

all Scripture was that which repre-
sented Christians as -sheep. He

thought Christians too long had been -

poor, dumd Followers _instead of
leaders. -

Others apparently have cherished
the same idea, for today we often
see the sheep becoming wolves at-

’ tacking, not the other sheep, but the -
— “"‘“"““‘sli““ plierds ‘themselves,

T NElﬁléi' Popes mor bishiops Tior pas-

tors (the Latim word for shepherd)
are spared. The. shéep, like the -don-
key im-Aesop's fable who found a
Ton's skin and donned it, and then
proceeded to terrorize the other ani-

‘'mals—in_the forest- have—arrogated - - .

to themselwes roles—never intended

" by God and have proceeded wmr ‘

and rend the Church,

— slaughtér. Shepherd and sheep lived
“many veais together. Between them
a remarkable intimacy developed, so
that sheep came to know even the’

oslleghenis_vmce aml Iollorwetl D { AU

herds bringing their flocks to the

brook. The flocks dfank there
together. Finally one shepherd arose
-and called out “Men-gh! Men-ah!” the

- A traveler in Syrxa saw three shep-'

--The traveler said,
flock follow anyone hut you?”
The shepherd replled.

“Won't your

“Oh yes,

Christ said, “I am the good shep.

herd; I know my sheep and mine
know me.” Christ was referring not
to the dumbness of sheep but to their
knowledgeability, They could tell a

Arabic for *“Follow me!" His ‘sheep
came out of the herd and followed
him up the hiliside: Then the next

shéplierd did-tHé sane; and -his sheép .
- went with him;-and-the man-did-not———Church-s;

even stop to count them. The travel-
er said to the remaining shepherd,
“Give me your turban and staff and
see if they will follow me.” So he put

> on the shephérd’s dress and called
. out “Menah! Men- ah'” but not a
_. Sheep moved

» 5 ']

Nearly 100 ‘organ
groups already have
“Money Labels,” a new

and ‘money-making proj

) orgamzed throughout

voice that was mot-the shepherd’s:-Just
as a person with a musical sense
"Eniows good miusic, 56~ Chiist's own
sheep know. his_voice. They have a
COatholic sense. They know when the

hears me.” They follow it, not like
dumb shéep, but like.sheep who
“know” .the shepherd has only their

, good at heart and alone can. lehd..

/ them to the green pastures of e
nal life—whleh 18 not heing so du b!
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5 it-is-the-veice-of-the-- -~ N
Good Shepherd‘—- “who--hears you- .

&LMatt 14/13, 21 . ..

Hummty is not the emptmess of t.he modern.

. Inan;.. empt:ness is—the ego confronting -itself;

humﬂit* is the ego confromting God. Humility is
the earth ready to receive the seed; emptiness is

: ~—~!Pheﬁ)syeholegse—may—~nhmk—%h

Msgr. Jol';n S. Randall

" Rew. Richard Torlney

Asithony J, Costillo

The oW program, °
place the now-ending
is sponsored by the €
in the Rochester Dioce

_newSpaper- Magnificat i
Diocese. T

I

_ Key feature of the 12
gratn = Tabels, box 107

shéep-image an unfortunate one. But
I cannot think that. God would haye
-usedthis iEre o often t‘liroughoul

the Scriptire were it ot a‘gﬁod and

proper one.
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