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' THEOLOGY OF THE WORLD
By BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN

S __(E!f_te_nﬂl dn Serted)

alﬂheelohotcommmsense,emnmumihe S

~hard- way, and a cheerful ‘dispogition. Today she
has 350 sxsters and 90 centers. Five years and nine- .
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months of postulancy and novitiate are required.
Onee in service one rises at 4:40 in the morning and

soul. But in order that action does mnot ‘become
secularism or busy-body-ism, two correctives are

necessary:

1. In the world, the rellgloue person will be a
Cross-bearer and not’ a Hand-washer.

2. He will not consider the social as solely rele-
_what is-spiritual-as-irrelevant- - -

Those who “go ‘where the action is” are divided
into two classes: the Hand-Washers and the Cross-

 Bearers. The Hand-Washers are rightly shocked

at injustices, the rat infected homes of the poor,

the strong men of eighteen or nineteen who can-
not even read—but they place the blame some-
where else. Like Pilate, they call for water: “So
he took some water, washed his hands in front of
the crowd and said: ‘I am innocent of this man's
blood’”” Guilt is transferred to someone else:
blacks are blamed by—the whites, whites are
blamed by the blacks. ‘“Hierarchy”, “suburbia”,
‘“establishment”, ‘“bishops”, “clergy”, “rich”, all
are at the end of a pointed finger. The lust for
“Protest” is a perverse psychelogical way of pro-

" testing one’'s own inmocence, Pilate did it with
water; others with a placard, and both are done in
the name of action.

~ Pickets, protests, blockmg of stores, sit-ins,
pouring o£ blood, preempting schools, burning of
office records are done on the grounds that Our
Lord drove the buyers and sellers out of the Tem-

He blasted hypocrisy. He 1nve1ghed against the
“establishment of those who ‘“‘sit in the seat of
Moses”’; He called a politician a “‘fox’’; He set His
face like granite toward Jerusalem when “Man
Wanted” posters, or the equivalent, were all over

the city: but here is the difference—He -dled for ~ -

those gagainst whom He protested.

He bore no hatred aéainst them, but like a tree
which bathes with perfume the axe which cuts it

| down, He begged His Father in the priestl

q-

y pray- .
er: “Forgive them; they know nof what they do”.

He even assoclated His Death with love for them.

hd 24

“Greater love than this no man hath. . .’

In the struggle against raclal and social injus-
tice, however, the “new Christs” lay the cross
on the backs of others instead of their own; they
find scapegoats instead of being victims them-
selves. The Lord, on the contrary, was ‘“‘made sin”,
that is, He put Himself in the sinner’s place; but
the “new Christs” peint fingers of accusation at
others, -thus-making themselves-sinless.

..and-“lasheltS»and—GmssBeerers%w

ing the day. No:radio, no movies, no telev1sion, the
mmplest of food and one day a week,! Thursday,

is given to study, prayer.and spu'ltual readihg. She ,, B

~ has made over ] stly from the

!

I Tetires At 9:00 p.m. with 6hly 30 minutes test dur- | .

* dying she picked ‘out of gutters: “
the street are Christin a distressing disguise. Our

mission is to help Christ — not destroy the _multzli_i

" plicity ‘of His Pregetice in the boor”.

will one hear a word of protest against anyone.
Her motto is “let the people eat you up”. Eaten -

hose we find- in -

Edoter: .

G'ad and-the-. Armys ——

Editor:

===Phe-federal™ 'gbvemn;:ent s~ now

" negotiating to build a main Post Of-

ester, costing $30 million.

One-ean-tatk-hours with- SxsterTeresrmmmmdinﬁﬁ“ﬂmmr‘mmmmmmnhdmrpm.

.that the Army plans to eliminate
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and siremgthen patriotism - ahd a

osophy in character guidance courses -

given to soldicrs, The article further

--—up-she-is; lifting each day tons-of shrunkem; dis
eased and emaciated flesh from the trash dumps of
the “mghtmare cities”. No one ever was more in-
volved in action, but it was like the action either
of Simon of Cyrene lifting burdens; or of Veronica
wiping sweating and leprous bodies. As one man

dying said to her and the other sisters: “You are -

not people here; you.do not behave like-people.
Glory be to you.” “No”, answered Sister Teresa,
“Glory be to you who are suffering with Christ”.

Action is not enough; it all depends on what one
does when he finds action. It is one thing to swing
a sword like Peter agamst police who came to

-now work” for the U.S. Post Offlce
woatld have a hardship in maintain.
ing transportation to and from work.
Presently about 20 per cent of the
employes are Negroes in the Post
Office.

Itis inconceivable'ﬂfat “the federal
government
moving out of the hub of the city
where the low income people are in

would éven consider

need of jobs and improving their

living “standards:
- Urnless the government can com:-"

“arrest Our Lord, accusing them of brutality; it is
quite another thmg to see oneself as the “chief
of sinners”, as did Paul.

There is a_cartoon above the title: “What if”

. below a road marker: “To the praetorium”.
On the roadway were two Roman soldiers drag-
ging Christ along the stone roadway, as one sees_

ple. Our Lord was ifideed “the angry young Man”.  photos of T reluctant revolutionists being dragged

by the police. He was shouting to them: “Pigs!”
What a contrast to “Father, forgive!” What if
Christ took that attitude of hate, accusation and

_ blame,. instead of redeéming sinners, even those

' who arrested Hun'

6o where the action 1s” will remain the proper
directive for modern theology of the world. But
once there, instead of shouting “Pigs” and calling
for bowls to wash our lily-white hands, we will cry

—out with Paul: “Ask _for me, the only thing I can .

boast about is the cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
through Whom the world is crucified to me, and I
to the world . I want po more trouble from
anybody about this the marks on my body are
“those of Jesus’. (Gal. 6/14, 17)

"The. Need .of Irrelevance - .
“Relevance” has become the test of woréh in

- the world today. A student judges his classes by

‘relevance’;—a—nun becomes unhappy because
teaching children 1 ‘relevance’; ife is

What strange spirit dwells with them to make
them want to destroy both property and persons?
Does not the very passion to destroy have hehind
it the desire to be destroyed? Is not their hatred
of .others a projection..of.their own self-hatred?.Is
n mﬂ" ‘ﬁf  jadgment'sf others an unconsclous .

gp‘)guthe judgment of Christ, Whom they
l‘h d judge them seve!‘ely"

y for one direction: theyhoxizontals Adlswerdical

longer ‘relevant’ {0 a husband; a priest fidgets be-
causepastoral 1ifé is devoid of ‘relevance’; con-
templation is scorned because it is divorced from
action which alone is ‘relevant’. Relcvance thus
comes to mean the secular, and as such is opposed

+to what- is- religious. Releyance 1eawe;xm

mensions, are dismissed except the flight to the

moon. Th eology becomes irrelevant because the

, and not God, becomes the measure of all
things As Paul VI observed, there is a tendency

pel our suburban towns to set aside
land for low cost housing with the
opportunity to be occupied by low
" income people and furnish subsidies
to construct such- housing, then the
construction of the Post Office should
be in the Inner City, where it will
. eliminate blighted areas and furnish

——--ymere- employment - opportunities -to-

the Inner City resident.
-=—John Campbell, Rochester.

was drawn up after a coemplaint by
the American Civil Liberties Union.

I am shocked that such an insidi-
ously un-American polxcy should even
be considered, and equally shocked
- that it—should reéach high government

levels without public knowledge. This
narrow agnosticism is' clearly un-
American.

George Washington said in his
fifst‘iﬁaugﬁil‘ address: “. . it would

. -be pecuharly improper to omit in
- thisfirst-official--aet-- myfferven’rsux»—r -

plications to that Almighty Being
who rules over the universe, who pre-
sides in the councils of nations, and
whose providential aids can supply

every human defect. No people can
be bound to acknowledge and adore
the Invisible Hand which conducts

- -the affairs of meén more than those

of the United States.”

states—that—this—“new—Army- -poticy— *"'ll'l“u”s_lan,g'ﬁig?“— Editorsy

If some people are so twisted and '
misguided asto aeny the relationships

~ The Pope

WorldLDay of Prayer

“between lLiberty, —Justice,  morality,”

and God’s governance of the universe,
they should b= treated as persons
who believe that-the earth is flat.
They are entitled to their own opin-
ions. However, it is absurd -and des-
tructive of the fiber of our national

unity and world obligations to erect -

policy on such abnormal attitudes.

Slated April 20

Rome — (NC) — Pope Paul VI has
issued a call for the Church to ob
serve the sixth World Day of Prayer
for Vocations on April 20, the second

~ Sunday after Easter.

In a letter to hlshof)s throughout
the world, the Popc said it ‘'was “an
_anxtous, imploring, trusting -invita-

(In a statement on Apr. 7, Secre-
tary of Defense Melvin R. Laird de-

CHURCH

sense of moral responsibility,” and

added that within that framework
there would be no prohibition of. re-

- For Sex Education . -- ..

Editor:

As the mother of two Catholic
school childrer, I wish to go on rec-
ord as favoring the proposed sex
education program. 1. 'have always
tried to answer my children’s ques-

" tions honestly snd as completely as
possible; but- I welcome any. and all-

support I can got from the school in
giving them a healthy and hely in-
terpretation of- sexuallty in these con-
fitsed times. R

As for the argument that the chil-
dren will learn “too much, too soon,”
1 wish to point out that in these days
of sex oriented advertising, “sex mor-
ality” films and questionable TV pro-
grams, the children are constantly ex-
posed to sex.

- Isnt it better thae they reeewe
this information ‘in the Catholic
schools under the guidance of our
dedicated nuns and lay teachers?

1 intend to confinue to instruct my
children in matters of sex, .but I
wholeheartedly approve of this pro-
gram as a welcome supplement to

—-A;————-Robe:t:m&e;nocheﬁer-————ims—mmm S

—_; -

—Mrs. Richard J. Laws, -

Rochester.
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Rochester’s Ne
lieves that innen-<

education,

“My kids just
way I think they
monly heard com
fall behind and g
hate to go to sch
school people do
all.”

Last week the (
cutlined severat a
city parents, yoi
believe they hay
plaint about our .
ing concern, and

Al

——isotate-from-the-pastorallife-the-properly
rehgious context of faith and grace. This leads to
a_preponderance of the study of the religious and

““moral life under its statistical, “sociological and

cultural aspects — all of which is outward and
incomplete.”™

Relevance Has A Place

Relevance indeed is’ necessary. Plety had be-
come too in-grown, parishes too much like ex-
clusive clubs, and the churches-too much concern-
ed with their own people. Hope of heaven need
not be world-ignoring. Latin America, lepers,
armaments, children fighting vultures for rubbish

“Perverse way of protesting one’s own
innocence.”

The day Christians gave up examination of their
own consciences, they began examining every one
else’s conscience, found them guilty and worthy
of death. The true followers of the Cross are sin
bearers, not sin imputers; He takes the place of
the guilty, but does not find others guilty. Like a

- judge, after sentencing -a-eriminal,-he steps from-

“-This brings us to the other class of Christians
who, instead of finding others guilty as Hand-

- Washers, rather become Cross-Bearers. They do

not blame others:_they are.-not-raising clenched
fists at those with
the Lord, they are crucified with criminals, “num-

Just serve consnd“‘n“ rlé"tlie?n‘rs.elvesw asdess worthy—~ -

the bench and takes the punishment. .

om they are crucified; like —

bered with t:ansgressors" and 7 “fnends of sm-

._in_city dumps,-racial hatreds — these are the rele- . .

vancies of the world.

A greater sensitivity to the presence of God in
the secular world is the religious imperative of our
times. The complaint against certain types of re-
ligiosity which tacks God on to secular activity as
a pious addendum, is often justified. God is not
to be added to the daily round of life in the man-
ner of that synthetic, looks-likescream, white,
fluffy stuff on top of apple pie. The separation of

the- Chureh—-from--the -werld has-been -2 scandal. - -

_-But like all swings of the pendulum, the reaction

can be equally as extreme at one end as the action
was at another. While granting the imperative
need of relevance, it must not be forgotien that
someone has to be the salt of that world: “If the
salt loses itstaste, how can it be seasoned again. It

is good for neither soil nor manure heap. People. ...

throw it out” (Luke 14/35) _

them the words of Pope Pius XII;
“What will you do, Im the event the
Divine Master asks you for God’s
share, in other words for one or the
other of your soms o6F daughters
___hom He may have des 15
to give o yon, In oxder to form HIs
priests, His Religlous or nun?”

Pope Paul said ‘“the youth of to
day is perhaps better adapted and
disposed to receive this imponderible
call, because young people are thirst-
ing the more for what is absolute, for
genercsity and authenticity.”

Word for Sun day
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There’s Joy in Penance
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“It's a religious argument all right . . . but they’re hoth Catholics.”

- ao”t‘fﬁﬁ“ﬁve assoclaﬁe fﬁe Sacra-

e

' ready there. He lives there. .

" Tever se

| Bearer ‘who often. came to
India. A native.of Yugoslawa, she -

tham a eTrsS. Never are they angry a
ségiment of society or the Church; they never
blame little boys for runny noses because they

-ran half-naked-in-the-snow;-they-wipe--the little
noses and use the same rag for their own noses.

- They never accuse because they are one of the
accused, even t,,he least of them all.

Two Cross Bearers
Two examples may be gl“ven to those who “Go

. where the action is” or live in Inner Cities: One in

this country, the other in India where there are
more ribs to be counted in hungry bodies than
anywhere else in the world.

One priest uses his car as an ambulance for the
burned bodies of children, the swolien cheeks of
beatery wives. His rectorv is so open that a victim

- of mugging will drag himself through the operi

door for help; he never raised his voice to accuse
others of greed or selfishmess, and his hands and
heart are wide open to all colors, religions and
people, just because Clmst died for them. He
urist™;he- Ts'-poverty,
he never had to go where the action is. He is al-

-

other Cros‘s

On theother s1de of ﬂlﬁ\moﬂff 18 her Cro
or help: Sis-

office f
texs Teresa

founded 4 ‘community of muris in 1948. Her habit

. ls a white sari, with blue border and a small crdss

";,al»‘-
. B

on. the' shoulders. To serve Christ in the pook,
sbe -demanded -four auahnes of others strong

o
.\‘\;
- o ’ o v
" v

- m.twely,.andi-lnally His refusal to win believers by

\ \

b

tiful thmgs in hfe are nrelevant Poetry is. 1rrele~
vant to action and secularity, as is music, archae-
ology and Homer. And yet how much these add
to the happmess of life, and msplre good actions.
Bonhoeffer, in his Nazi prison, was drrelevant to
the world when he expressed in his letters depend-

ence on God through hymns, psalms, meditation -

and all the stuff of the .Christian tradition. "St.
Francis was irfelevant té the building of churches
when he climbed _on the roof of one and threw it _
down stone by stone l)ecause the church was’
erected in his name.

Our Lord’s life had three:tremendous irrelevan-
cies-in it: thirty years of silence; theé rejection of

- Satan’s pleas to reform the world economically,

technologically and politically instead of redemp-

coming down from the Cross.

Peter suffered from economic relevance, when
after agreeing to_follow Our Lord, he wanted fo
know: “What do we get out of thls"" Quid ergo

erit nobis"“(Mark*lﬂ/28)1’rofessedly—non-rehglousr~- -~

‘men and women do extraerdinary work in the so-
“cial order; but men and women who regard their
spiritual yocation, as. irrelevant ‘do mot do_as welt
in the same awork. Sécular rmen doing secular-
work are generally nibre effective than religious
people doing secular work for non—reﬁglous‘ rea-

sons. A nun proclaiming that ‘she is “witnecsi{ng°
Chnst” drmkmg at a bar | is less mspu'mg than a

) (Continned on Page 18)

| portune moment)
rrament-—the mom ent ‘When the, apos- :

T erything-bu
joy The story is told of Al Smith

going to confession onc Saturday .

night. There was a Iong line of peni-

his place at the end of the line,
someone ahead recognizéd him. Gra-
ciously he came to Al and offered
the governor his place in line. “No,.
thank you,” said Al, “I'm no more-
anxious to go in {here than.you are.”

* The sacrament-of Penance was in-

stituted on Easter, for the sacrament

is always meant io bring joy, just as
Christ’s own rcsurrection brought
joy. Furthermore, great teacher that
He was, Chrisi knew that the.apos

tles had a-felt-aieeq for forgiveness on- -

Easter day. For they dll had played
the coward and one-of-them had de~
nied Him. They were as sad and de-
jected a lot of men as ever you would

—-want-to- see—deeperatew inneed -of -

tles themselves had expenenced tne

them agiin, “Peace be with you As
the Father has sent me, so do I send
you.” The Father had sent His Son

e ——teRtS-When--he—camre—in:--As-He—took-—-——out—of —love -for—the-world,-and—~the

Son came to marifest that love of
- the Father for _the..world.-He was
sending his .priests, therefore, as apos-
tles of love, to reflect the face of the
loving Father.

Then “he breathed on them, saying -

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-

. give men’s sins, their.§ins are for-

__given™ Theé word “breathed” is a
new word, used uowhere else ini' the
New. Testament. In the Old Testa-
ment the " same word is used in the
Greek Bible for- the credtiop of man.

“He (Gtd)  breathed into” its face,

and the Man bacame a living heing”
(Gen 2 7) The first - bx;gaﬂiing

forgiveness:

At this cruclal Juncture,
came to them and said, “Peace he with
‘you.” It was not the risen Christ who

Christ ~

emligl “this; but a risen Christ scarred
h wounds; @ risen Christ who had

- died_ ﬁ)r sin:—‘l’herefore He was One

“who could say, “Péace be with you”
.and they would be at peace with God,
for--His -red:lipped ~scars—cried=-out;

“See,.I've paid-for yoursin, Gied for

This, then, was the chalros, ‘the op-
institute the sac-

. you, 30 vhepn L ». ‘Peace be with
you," I can give it to you.” And the -
) dxscipl}es were filled with joy. @ -
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from the goodness of the Lord the | N R ST \\\\ i Be MARGAR
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) - central Brazil. Fc
. The Pope said he feels he must is- 3y sisters from this
sue this invitation to prayer, for vo- Paranaiguara, th
caﬁons each year llzecause :‘:t!he vast . a hunch and a h
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Pope Paul said this is a problem- — . [\ “} -7 |- : T : the Fch, o hely
—for . young__pecple, “who may know them-elves.
how to escape from conformation to N - —* - Thirty families
hedonistic emptiness and to a thought- 1 od and planted .
less and sterile opposition, and_offer a N enc p -
themselves to Christ Jesus with the {
unequa‘llled strengtk of their whole < b ~9\j . :ggfnse‘levlés tht?le yg
spiritual freshness.” . = i ” " ter f » 1
The Pope said it is also “a prob- * fearn thc money
lem of the entire Christian commun- 2 A\ ter Annice went ¢
' ity which, beiug alive and active in 8 ) —— | received here la
° the parishes znd in the wvarious or 4 i} . ; colleagues ln“ B
__ganizations, must fulfill the qnty .. K. nthy \ L T | — { Wh_ageqtvqrg a8 ‘Jut
A e ¢ T e A\ o ’ The St. Joseph
He turmed then “to families, to 2 o — nurse, was in Br:
Christian spouses,” and repeated to _ N the original cadr

settled " in the int
here if—DPecembc
for a Nazareth
sociology.

“Five years wi
mused -the- young
from Lowville, in
learned nursing
Hospital, and wx
work here befor
munity.

At the start, i
set up clinics to
the countryside -
of worms,” and

leprosy.

The sisters we
of the local bist

— --go-that -the-Irish{

- be freed of that
Setting up thei

Auburi

ltfe 1)0 bones, dneu and dead because
of sin.
So penance is meant to bring new

iife to sinmners. Its atmosphere ought
to breathe a joy, not urlike the Eas-
ter joy brouglit by the risen Christ.
Tts administration ought to -be per-
meated with the gentleness and con-

siderition of Jésus—The apostles were
already terrified on Easter. The’
venoin of the Jews had encompassed

_the “death of Jesus. They felt .they

were next. So the doors were_lock- -
ed. o spare them the heart filllure, - -
a-sudden knocking would causerthens, .

the tisen Jesus walked tl{roug‘h the.
doors silently. There He was —- giv-
ing the peice ouly God can givé and
still. gives in ,the sacvanient of pen-
ance. -

...~ Peace
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