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New Orleans—(RNS)—A na
tionwide convention of 300 
delegates representing 130 local 
cotMiclls-ian<d-38iW&-f^4ests- con
cluded its' three-day meeting 
here with a record number of 
resolutions which, in substance, 
'WOtJltf outline thre~ future shape 
of the Catholic Church. 

The National Federation 
~-Pi jests' eottneti—was—argani 

on Way "20T r1968 ~ ofTt of at 
awareness of the spirit of co-

. responsibility expressed by the 
^Second VaficTn' Council frf 

which priests share with bish
ops the work of providing cre
atively for the pastoral care of 
the People of God. 

The convention of the House 
of Delegates just concluded is 
the first since the formal estab
lishment of. the priests' organi 
zation. The average age of the 
delegates was 43, with 2 per 
cent under 30 and 4 per cent 
over 60. 

ministry, "But" also guarantee 
honorable integration into the 
community of the Church." 

Jn other actions \th$ New Or, 
leans convention of the House 
of Delegates of the NFPC: 
unanimously re-elected-3fi.-year-

^t=^esf)mt-tho-pi!Qf(>ss of t h e l ^ ,, T.>, Pa t r i rk O'Mal lev. a 

of ithe controversy over optional 
celibacy for priests. Facing this 
difficulty, the\ House of 1)ele-
gates\ called foV further studies 
on the "pastoral witness of ser
vices of both a celibate and 
married clergy in the Church." 

OTttALLEY 
Washington "and" eTsewfieW. 

Part of the future of 

TestgnatiTnt ^of^ptiests frorn^hej^? 
ministry resembles a closely 

- guarded and -secret trial which 
has overtones qf guilt. The dele
gates Telttfiat the "presFnT"pTO^ 
cedures are not in the best 
interests of the Church and 

resolved that they therefore 
should result— riot--only —in- a 

ne-a: rehdiocese=ofl€li= ™^T*J?i 

cussfbn and adoption by the 
delegates:',~ffi~ID^are^s~Toxreh1i^ 
on major concerns of soeiai 
action. 

' C ! 
Noting that in affluent Amer

ica more than 27 million people 
live .below the poverty level, 

thesa 
cago; moved the headquarters 
of the NFPC from Chicago 4o 
Washington, D.C.; chose San 
"D"i^o""Toi~frexr"year,s- conven-
tion. 

The Social Action Committee, 
^ae__of_^e-^ve-^standing_xoniL 

t n e complete release from the ob- Executive Board of the NFPC, 

I -Priests attending the conven 
moir^--aiso=rMSQl¥e4_=t^ 
LNFPC demand that Congress 
immediately pass legislation 
that would attack the "incredi
ble phenomenon of hunger in 
our land." * 

_T_ht» delegates recognized that 
people Hunger, disease; bait 
housing, poor education, and 
TdiscrimhiatioV-inake—up™ their 
thaL.l!MttSaJ^n_and fact Jfjnd-
life style, the delegateF urged 
ing campaigns be conducted to 
aid the People of God to under 
Stand the demands of Christian 

uonuiiniu^^-aerossPPne -eoTm^p 
are demanding their rights in 
policy-making .regarding educa

tion, welfare, housing, Reaftn 
Wd^those -progams-thaLdixgct 
ly affect their lives. In the light 
of this view, the delegates re
solved that "each member coun-

mTttCes established=toassist the wnscienee-liMhe-Jield^iLjKek 
fare and poverty on the legis-

hxrrch-wilhentait-a-r-esolution!4igaUons.j^th£Ljde^ 

ciLJnitiate _a3£ogram to train 
"priests, "religious afitf~layrnen-hr 
community organizations." 
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ffi^You Get 25% Off On DAW'S 
The future of the Church, In 

the view of NFPC delegates, 
should reflect a strong concern 
forthe-Chrlstlan dignity of the 
person. ~^"hls concern TS~"tBi 
present time was related to a 
fair and impartial hearing for 
those priests who hive come 
into conflict with authority. 

In a sharply worded resolu
tion the NFPC "deplores the 
fact that in these times and in 
this country ecclesiastical pen-

" allies and other punistanents" 
have been inflicted on priests 
without a prior fair and impar
tial hearing." 

To help resolve the difficulty 
the priests—at- the-New—Orieam 
convention asked t h a t the 

SYLVANIA-

Quality PHOTOFINISHING,PIUS 

i£EEC_"t>all upon the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
. . . to appoint a fact finding 
committee to resolve the cur
rent impasse—in—San AntoniOr 

3 Laymen Elected 

Council Officers 

To Advise Bishops 

Washington — (NC)—-Three 
laymen were elected officers of 
the newly organized Advisory 
Council of the United States 
Catholic Conference at the 
council's first meeting here this 
week. 

The 50-member body elected 
Francis X. KenneUy, 42, of Red 
»knkF-Na:j- chslrnuHV Chart** 
O. TiWon, 42, of Baltimore, vice 
chairman and Mrs. John J. 
Casey. 48. of Midland, 'Mich., 
secretary. 

The" "Advisory Council, com-
^osed-of-^HaynteBr^O-prti 
nuns and Brothers, and 10 bish
ops, will advise the U.S. Bish
ops through its Administrative 
Hoard, review USCC operations 
and initiate proposals for ac
tion. 

The USCC is the action 
agency of tne Catholic Church 
in the United States, with re
sponsibility for planning and 
conducting programs in social, 
economic, edueationand pub-
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lawyer, -vWchairman of the 
T r e n t o n Diocesan Pastoral 
Council, and a farmer munici
pal court judge. 

Tildon Is associate adminis
trator of Providence Hospital in 
Baltimore, chairman of the Bal
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