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Some priests — happily an__
- _~-»--~'llhe4||storicaf—backgromid ——increasing - number —. have
of the ceremonies of distri Seen the point; recognized the
buting Holy Communion ex- Possibilities, and "are taking
plain-much—e

A f-the-reasom—for— the—trouble—to—do—the—rig e
od reform- of this ritual. Father thing But others — alas they it is not the ordinary human . This is an improvement in
n- B | Howell-is an expert in liturgy still seem to be in the major- way in which we eat things. the communion rite so high-
o ) @fwyﬁ ..and has written widely on all ity — have not seen the pomt e—symboﬁsm——ls ot “au- 1y and forcefully commended I Bowaie
e x‘g ‘phasés of the liturgical Te- and—are doing ot hentlc _._that it is almost (even though Losd,
DS N %‘% 3 newal. it on the plea that it is not not absolutely) compulsory. Head
d ﬁg ' compulsory. Dlstnbuting communion from For the. Church “approves Sivlist
S T’i‘ To some extent things have the tabernacle is a compara- this practice, desires that it yh
- W improved . since the Council. . Tabértiaclecommunion tvel —modern —practice; the—be—not-—-omitted, -and would- TF_
to, b _There are churches wherein should cease to be mormal ruberics of Pius V's Missal blame any priest through |I' Gredl-’) ~
: i the priest now faces the peo ~Ppractice, and should be re. Show that it was not-recog- whose fault or negligence |}

placed by altar communion as ..

the usual procedure, The tab-

ernacle should be -used only

as a supplement and for com-

munion outside Mass when

this is necessary, . At every
nded

. ple over the altar so that they
can see what he "is doing.
They see him “take” at least
his own host and hear him
“bless” it since thé canon is
ngd i nglish,
‘But even if they d
that he breaks his own host
— - —they gather no meaning from
it.

ful some hosts ought 'to ,be
‘consecrated - for then;

faithful should see these

Clearly he is not breaking
it in order to give them pieces
oo ‘W of "it."Nor-doeshe i faot—do
so. For it is quite usual that

offertory and see those very
same hosts given out in com-
munion.
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we

lit- none of them receive their When congregations are
gy 3 _.sacred food. from the altar, large an assistant priest may. .
.ad they reeeive it out of a tab- have to distribute preconse-
at— ernacle from a ciborium con- crated hosts from a taber-
sht = : other priest at some other course to the tabernacle will

not greatly detract from the
effect of the main source of
distribution — the hosts con-
secrated “at this same Mass”
which priest and people have
offered together ‘“on this t
altar.” If again and again the
people see a ciborium taken
to the altar, consecrated and
re-distributed to them, they

Mass.

- L - -Communion still looks like

4 an interruption to the Mass,
something separate, some-
thing inserted from else-
where.—This--impression - Is
especially strong if the priest
leaves the altar where he is
celebrating in order to go off
to another altar which sup-
—ports—the—tabernacle - swthatuﬁnom,_and_th&uh&tabmacle
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will realize that this—is-the-}—— - -
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This area, where many min.

Washington, a " state” which
has a rigid constitution for-

bidding aid to. churehes, the«u——vplace suffering from lack of

churc.hes are ngmg financial

ority families and low-income
people live, is not the only
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tast_g _ljl_(_e bfead Moreover,
they have to be eaten like
bread — that is, chewed be-

fore they are swallowed. No
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he not realize it himself-and
amend his ways in accord-
ance with the Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy and the

dlu L\{ \,llb meU

The Greater Seattle Coun-

-..cil..of. Churches presented a
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need is regarded as most cri-

“tical there.’

L

.check for $1,000 to the State
Department of Public Assis-
tance and said it would con-
tinue to raise funds to buy
prescriptios
medieally indigent. -

.. Eptiott . Couden, Comuncil

of Churches .president, _said .

" the goal is to raise $2,500

monthly untit July, when a .

new state biennium begins.

“dotlitletilng "2~ paper-thing
wafer soften in saliva and
themr- swallowing can techni-

seating,” hut

1967 S.C.R. Instruction? Let

us hope so; it would do mlch
good.

The ~Tioncy 18 being tamed |
over to the Central Area o0f- -

fice of the Publi¢ Assistance
Department.

nized as normal even as late
as 1570. One can but sum-

marize by saying that it was
a lack of understanding of
Eucharistic symbolism, éou-
pled with reasons of conveni-

of tabernacle communion.

Before we had the Canon

Hosts taken to the altar at the outloud-the-ano

practice was not immediate-
ly obvious. But now, in the
most solemn of all prayers,
the people can hear the priest,
as their spokesman before
God, saying: “As we_receive
from this altar the sacred
body and blcod of your Son,

grace—and—blessing.” If they

then observe that, though he
himself receives “from this
altar,” he lets nobody else do

so, will they. not soon realize
that something is wrong? Will

such sharing of the sacrifice
should be denied to the faith-
ful” (Mediator Dei, § 126).

The other improvemem of
using’ hosts that look like

e—that—tei—to-the—spread—bread-instead-of-like-paper-is.
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action of breaking was so
prominent and characteristic
that it gave rise to the very
name by which the Eucharis-
tic celebration was known —
“The Breaking of Bread.”
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he—may_thence obtain the is but a reserve; they will
. ciborium.. - " learn the corresponding les- |
& son — that by ecommunion
o It still does noi look like they are sharing in the very
s a meal which he is sharing sacrifice they have helped to
Y with them, for the paper-like offer, in the same sacred meal
> white dises do not look like that makesthem one in Christ.
.-: bread, and were not broken And thereby much will be
- from what he consecrated on  gained: :
s the altar, and are not “eaten” -
;z in a human way but are (in It is possible and lawful,
e the usual terminology) “con- moreover, to improve the sym-
v sumed.” The symblosim is bolism still more. There is no
5% __lamentably poor. law that lays down that altar

breads must he white and

Is there an& remedy for round and thin, with an ap-

this ‘poor and misleading pearance nothing like that of

symbolism? Yes; though it bread. On the Continent and

cannot be completely vall- in America more and more

- dated -without further re- priests are using large, thick,
ow it is possl-  brown hosts made from whole-

" "nle_ to_Improve -it, ye! .. ..meal wheat.. They ar
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