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How Canada Helps Church Schools

Prov!dence—(RNS)—-Gradu— © @ That classes in denomi-

that are now in serious finan-- . By FLOYD ANDERSON

-'*al adoption- of parochi%l-
- schools-into the public school

wo e _held in !

€ paro: V d” -schools, ‘with~teachers ¢

~ chial schools “as opportunity.
offers,” ‘'was proposed here by
Episcopal Bishop John Seville

,H iggins of ‘Rhode Island, nominations served.

®_Thatandatory-

~

mmomsaﬁwm“é’dm"
in a statement - -calling for
g y ecumenical-way™
to ;lidlfinanclally-troubled pa-
rochial’ schools and “to pro-__Hi

vide ‘a means for the adequate Higgins sald in part;
religious instruction that most
rﬁgglous parents want  for

r

The thought behind his
statement, he indicated, was
that the” Rhode—Tsland reli-
gious communities appeared

to. be faced with “another un-

in all public. schools.’

parochia

S

*

... Schools,

. happy and devisive struggle”
~should-Citizens for Education-
al Freedom (CEF) seek state
aid for parochial and private

children.

Bishep Higgins “ecumeni-
cal” approach -to easmg the
burdens of —the —~parochial
schools contained four major
points. Besides the school
leasing proposal, they were: - -

® That cities and towns
hire properly certified mem-
bers#of—r
teachers of secular non-de-
nominational subjects and pay
them or thpn‘ religious orders
wages equivalent to those
paid to comparable public
school teachers.

public system, the bishop said,
“This would necessarily be a
long-term process and one
that might never be totally

natxonal religious instruction.

these courses furnishdd byx
and paid by, the various de--

objective- -
courses in rehglon be ‘taught the present.”

In ‘his statement, Bishop ed” schools, whatever their

“A considerable number of of the" community. Denomina-
thoughtful Roman Catholics

are seriously-questioning-their -
1 schools—as—tt

. "*On theé other hiand,Protes:
tants and Episcopalians are
dissatisfied with their own
Sunday Schools. which rely
usually on untrained teachers
working in mostly inadequate
buildings for a féw minutes
every Sunday. Our Jewish
brethren use largely an ‘after-

hours’ rellgwusuﬂﬂstmeﬂen—instmcﬁorparﬁculaﬂy inour whether -it is a school or a
program for their members.” " -

In callmg for the adoption
eligious—orders—as._of pa chools int8 the nge_objective would be to Secmdly, he said, gowvern-

achieved, but it eould begin
with those pdroéhial schools

cial difficultiés "and contintue " '~ (NC News Service)
over the years. Money ob-

then be available fgr the help

of such schéols as e Diocése

of Providence or other reli-

gious bodies operatin_g‘ the -
e

States, Catholic schqols are

having great financial diffi-
culties; in many areas, stxong
effoxts are being made to se-
—cure—finanecial-assistance £rom-
state governme
_schools open.

-The bishop said\ the - “adopt-"

PSR P

It is being pointed~out- that
it is much. cheaper — and
Tairer—to assist the Catholic
(and_other church-related
“schoolsy €0 Temaln open, than
-it is—t0_allow them to close

origihs, would eventually have
“students from a cross-seetion—

tional religious - -instruction—
could be provided by the reg-

ts to keep the -

“AS—it—is—in —the—United—

States, however, he said, edu-
cation is a local or: state re-.

~tained-from-the leasing would——Ottawa—=-In=the United- gponsibility; by law the fed-

, eral government has no juris--
diction whatever in the field
of education. But because re-
"gional economic disparity. is

_responsible far\a . great deal. .

of inequality of cpportunity in
education, the federal govern-

vment of-Canada has tried—

and ha§ fucceeded in several
ways — in supporting educa-
tion programs.

Father Roche pointed out
—that-when- Canada becameé .a’

-nancial support te. the gqther
Catholic hlgh school years.

One: of the big -éfforts at
present is to, get provincial as-
sistance at . the h}gh school
rates for the five years of the
Ontario high school programr
—that is, Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
and 13.

The situation varies from
province to province, depend-
ing on what the conditions |
were at the time the province
entered confederation. In. Al-
berta, there is complete parity
of government support for
Catholic schools and the other

ey -aYe ular classroons, either during
at present constituted. The. _or.after.school hours, because of lack of finamces,

elves are in  pro procuring —a- staffof ‘well- —
grave difficulties, and so far, "o thepublicschools:

they have failed to appeal to . aries would be paid by thel de-
even half of their parents and ' :

and-by - ywith the pupils transferring

qualified” teachers whose sal- :
In Canada, the situation is
" entirely different in most of
the provinces. Father Edmund
J. Roche, director of the Na-
tional Office of the Canadian
Cathwolic Conference here, at-
tributed this to two facts:—

Im Canada there is no fed-
eral comstitutional provdsion

nominations involved.

. In that section of his state-
ment dealing with the pro-
posed mandatory courses, ‘he
said, “The present-day break-
down -in- morals and- ethics is
evident to all, and while its
causes are manifold and com-
plex, part of the trouble must which prevents any gowern-
be that our-growing children memt from giving money to
have had inadequate religious -any churchrelated institwtion,
public scheels.” - - - - hospital or any type of wel-

f e
He said the ultlmate long- e agemcy.

have objective religion cours-
es offered on a voluntary bas-
is in all schools and denomi-
national courses offered on-a
voluntary basiS to the extend
of the demand.

memt in Canada on the fed-
eral level has taken a mmuch
bigeger share of responsibility
for the equalization of hasic
opportunity than it has in the
United States. -

tountry —first—in—1867—the
British North America Act

---guaranteed- the " perpetuation
of whatever denominational
rights then existed in the field
of education, thus protecting
the rights of Catholics and
other church-related schools
then in operation.

A prime example of how

- this- works—in—practice might

be the Catholic schools in the
province of Ontario. In 1867,
the Catholic Church was in-
volved-in-sehools-that went-to
to the end of Grade 8, and in
scme cases was operating -
schools that went a year or
two further. In law these were
all grouped under the head-
mg—of_ele{n.cni‘uy_schnnls It

schools from kindergarten to
the end of high school; the
same is true in Saskatchewan,
although parity at the high
school level therc dates back
only to 1964.

In Quebec practically all
the schools are denomina-
tional; now the focus is large-
ly .on the provision -.of what
are to be called neutral
schools—that is, those which
ate neither Catholic nor Prot-
estant,

In Newfoundland, all
-schools are denominatienal;
there is a consolidation of ef-
fort in elementary and high
schools at present, but with
the understanding that what-
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is realized, of course, that a
hundred years ago the level
of education was much lower
than it is today.

As a result of the situation
of the Catholic schools In
1867, the Ontario government
today supports Catholic public

ever feasible, denominational
schools will continue.

In Prince  Edward Island,
Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick provinces, except in the
city of Halifax, there are no
schools. which could be called
Catholic schools. The reason
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AND 3 --schools in Ontario to the end is that none were in opera-
| of Grade 8 with practically tion—except in Halifax—at SELECTIO NS
: the same amount of financial the time of entering confeder- i
§ support that is given to the ation. But in these three prov-
e other public schools, N inces, Father Roche said, a
’ tradition of understanding has
But for Grades 9 and 10, geveloped in which Catholic A
< ‘which z;rt; irlltllw g}ﬁ) lf";(fvéyno cllmdren are, 1wheres\ger Ifeas1- . - e
T years o gh sc - ble, ed into schools.
ment support s at the level of o - i CHURCH SUPPLIES AND RELIGIOUS ARTICLES
y ‘ : the elementary rate——l:gcguse , Intthes}f it.hr&eprox{uflc;als Sis-
those years were regarded as’ ters teach in them at full gov-
B "'éréii‘?égtary years in 1867. The ernment salary and are hired HAS THE LARGEST & FINEST
- Ontario government has never by school boards in the same - .
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