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area of civil disorder, as in that
of natural disaster, the pres-
ence of random and uncontrol-
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capacity to forecasi events.”
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A corollary more and more
frequently being added to this
argument is the-agertion that
unjust social conditions can be
considered a form of institu-
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Violence was one of the' ma-
jor themes of Pope -Paul’s ad-
dresses dunng his visit to Latin
Ameriea in August. It is a pre-
occupation reflected in state
ments that date back to the be-

Hustice, does not lead to™ the
establishment of just relations,”
the Pope said earlier this year.

opposwe is usually true.”
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ginning- of his_papacy.. _ _ __ R
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— A confrontation. between|[i

police and _demonstrators inj
Chicago during the Democratic
National Convention;

—Thousands of civilian deaths
by starvation oecurring daily in
Biafra, where an effort to estab-
lish an independent nation isy

being crushed by the Nigerian| f

army;

- Student demonstrations in
the United States and through-
out the werld.

“Violence is as American as
cherry pie,”” according to black
-militant leader H. Rap Brown.
Daily events make his statement
hard to deny, but they confirm
that violence is also Asiatic,
European, African and Latin
American — in fact, universal-
ly human, .

According to Dr. Konrad
Lorenz, a specialist in the new
behaviora] science of ethology,
man is almost unique among
animals in his capacity for vio-
lence against his own species
" unchecked by instinctive con-
trols.

Whether it Is a quarrel be-
tween two individuals,” between

ministration, or a war Involv-
ing enormous blocs of natiens,
violence always represents s
breakdown in the procedures
painstakingly huilt by men to|
resolve theixr differences: dia.
logue, negotiation and law with
its machinery of courts and due
process. ,

Resort to violence generally
indicates, in at least one party,
f taith-in—these e
processes, Sometimes the loss
is mutual and so0 nearly simul-
taneous that it is difficult and
often futile to assign blame for
the beginning of violence.

For the most part, religious
reactions to violence reflect
this difﬂcum. avoid attributing}
blames..a0d. focus..on vislencel:
- {tseld as the subject of condem-
nation, Thus, even in the as-

nato
nedy and Dr. Klng, hundreds
of religious leaders made state-|
ments condemning assassination
-and the climate which promotés;
it but the assassins -were relas]
tively seldom mentioned.

Re! k n ere
slightly more divided -in their
reaction to the violence in Chi-
cago, and some referred to pro-

but the preponderance of re-
ligious volces was severely cri-{
tical of the police.

In this, the Churches' leader-
ship differed significantly from
the general population. A na-
tional Gallup poll showed that

DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Ithaca — The Women's Coun-
cil of St. Catherine of Siena
Church is sponsoring a Day of
Recollection on Wednesday,
March 26, from 9:30 am. to 2
p.m.

Conducting the services will
be Father Bartholomew O'Brien,
Dbastor of St. Mary Our Mother]
Church, Horseheads, and episco-
pay vicar for the Southem Tier
- Vieariate, - -
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