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oncern: smg 
If one development more, 56 pep cent of adult Americans 

than ainy other in"T969 is the 
major- concern* of-^Iwistians,- it 
is probably the increasing usi 
of violence. 

7Chrostiaajchurchfis_.are_ unani 
mous in their condemnation oi 
violence except for self-de-fense, 
in pleas for its avoidance and 
in efforts to find alternative 
ways for resolving d+Werenc-es-J 
Yet the incidents mount. 

Violent events which are still 
having repercussions include: 

— The assassination of_two 
national leaders: Senator Rob
ert Kennedy and Dr. Martin; 

IvpTH-oveSToiTne way the CHI 
cago pottCTTlmnHcd the demon 
strators. 

Churches have devoted more 
of their energy to action than 
to statements, gathering relief 

Sometimes the atmosphereof sometimes tue axmospneitj wicuuiu ten ua i»'>-iv »»•»» ....»— ...«,... ~..„.>,......., »»„~,_ ..._.. 
violence transcenas-^:partiigala^aa^mpji^-4youble, „But in the violence is pernussifrle^JHrithia 
infants - it hprftmps imnlieitlarea-of-tdxiLjiisori!er, as in that, limits, as a response to violence. incidents; it becomes implicit 
in a situation, part of a per
vasive philosophy or outlook 

T .. „. , . , '•>„„ iwhich may find its expression 
In the Biafra s x L i L a l a i U a ^ p ^ t o n y . a t t i m e . 
infn*iA« huvf> oi>vot(Ki morel 

Thfe-^ftiot::.i>atfc.a-eviesKr-,;:4s 
statements, gathering renei -••- ----- ----- , , . . - , - , -

supplies and attempting to get;^ed by Brandeis University s 
4h«ft-inta.-Biafra thrwigta-dllfil^™)*"? C e n t e r

t
 f ° r

 u
t h e s t u ( J y 

Nigerian blockade. S t t t e m e n t e T * - ^ 6 1 1 ^ 7?o t e d7 t h eT J p r e v?1" 
on the situation fia^e focused |f«"» « J1"*11"™ l a ™ n n f vio" 
chiefly on the human suffer-'lence- and the difficulty of pre-
ing of the Biafrans, and when;* e t l n« e x a c t lV w h e n o r w n e r e 

- . . . l it. mav occur. 

could tell us where and- when i most Christians beHeve that 
• • — • • 1* - __*_*___ * _. - _ _ J L I _ ' . • i t ] 

aJHsa-oludxiLJiisorier, as in that (limits, as a response to violence 
of natural disaster, the pres-

it may occur. 

"It would Quite obviously be 
churenmen nave usuany »««; * .. , 
that both sides are responsi- helpful," the Review said, if 

'either-serenee- or common sense 

...0 ~» — 
blame has been assigned to gov
ernment—or—priiltary leaders, 
churchmen have usually said 

ence of random and uncoritrol 
labje factors undermines our 
capacity to forecast events." 

The predominant viewpoint 
amongFrclIgloWleadeTs =lFtlarti 
violence, even in a good cause, 

[jusuaHy leads "to worse prob
lems than those it was intend
ed to correct. But a substan
tial minority holds that some
times violence is unavoidable 
and must be accepted when no 
other course is open. 

— The invasion of Czecho
slovakia by five Communist 
countries determined to stop a 
movement for liberalization; 

— A confrontation- between! 
police and. demonstrators in 
Chicago during the Democratic 
National Convention; 

—Thousands of civilian deaths 
by starvation occurring daily in 
Biafra, where an effort to estab
lish an independent nation isj 
feeing crushed b x the Nigerian 
army; 

— Student demonstrations in 
the United States and through 
out the world. 

"Violence is as American as 
cherry pie," according to black 

-militant leader H. Rap Brown. 
Daily events make his statement 
hard to deny, but they confirm 
that violence is also Asiatic, 
European, African and Latin 
American — in fact, universal
ly human. 

According to Dr. Konrad 
Lorenz, a specialist in the new 
behavioral science of ethology, 
man is almost unique among 
animals in his capacity for vio
lence against his own species| 
unchecked by instinctive con
trols. 

Whether it Is a quarrel be-
tween two individuals,' between 

' students and a university ad-
ministration, or a war involv
ing enormous blocs of nations, 
violence always represents a 
breakdown in the procedures 
painstakingly built by men to] 
resolve their differences: dia
logue, negotiation and law with 
its machinery of courts and due 
process. 

Resort to violence generally 
indicates, in at least one party, 

of faith in these -order!; 
processes. Sometimes the loss 
is mutual and so nearly simul
taneous that it is difficult and 
often futile to assign blame for 
the beginning of violence. 

For the most part, religious 
reactions to violence reflect1 

this difficulty, avoid attributing! 
V\Mn*.,.a»L iocui on. vloAtnc*} 
itself as the subject of condem
nation. Thus, even in the aa-
sassinattens of Senator Ken-
nedy and Dr. King, hundreds 
of religious leaders made state
ments condemning assassination 
-and t h e climate which promotes] 
i t but the assassins were rel 
tively seldom mentioned. 

Religious spokesmen were 

ble for the situation. 

A corollary more and more 
frequently being added to this 
argument is the - assertion that 
unjust social conditions can be 
considered a form of institu-

[tlOTKHzed^^oienc^rtttir ^listi-
fying~vlolent remedies. 

With the exception of some 
traditionally 

._ recentr-statement by—the 
Lutheran W-O-rXd JSederation.) 
said that cases exist in which 
Christians can "conceivably ap
prove" and participate in vio
lence to bring about'a "more 
just legal structure," It caufion-
ed, however, that "other re> 

J sponsible solutionis" should be 

sought before resorting to, vio* 
Jence. , .+_ 1_ 

Violence was one of the ma
jor themes of Pope Paul's ad
dresses during his visit to Latin 
America in August. It is a pre
occupation reflected in state
ments that date back to the be* 
ginning—of his-papacy __ 

"Violence, even when inspir-

-which- breed violence. 

ed by sincere- revolt against in
justice, does not lead to the 
establishment of just relations," 
the Pope said earlier this year. 
"Experience has taught that the 
opposite is usually true." 

fnTEogriaTneelafroratea on' 

withrthe uospel . . . it JUS 
not Christian . , . sudden or 
"violent changes of structures 
would be deceitful and certain 
^ w o u i d not tteTmr~cwftormffy 
with the dignity of the people:7' 

- -In-eondemning-violence how
ever, the Pope, like other r e 
ligious spokesmen, has equally 
condemned s o c i~a" 1 injustices 
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slightly more divided • in their 
reaction to the violence in Chi
cago, and some Teferred to pro-
yoeation^by^tho demonstrators,, 
but the preponderance of re
ligious voices was severely cri
tical of the police." 

In this, the Churches' leader
ship differed significantly from 
the general population. A na
tional Gallup poll showed that 

^^A-
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DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

Ithaca — The Women's Coun
cil of St. Catherine of Siena 
Church is sponsoring a Day of 
Recollection on Wednesday, 
March 28, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Conducting the services will 
be Father Bartholomew O'Brien, 
pastor of S t Mary Our Mo 
Church, Horseheads, and episco-
pay vicar for the Southern Tier 
Vicariate. 
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