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There axe all kinds of mixed mar­
riages. It is a mixed marriage when 
a university professor niarries a girl 
who doesn't know how to read. I t is a1 

mixed marriage when a black lad mar^_ 
ries a white girl; when a jnan of sixty-
ntfie "marries a girl of twenjy-three. All 
these are in sortie way mixed marriages. 
And all of them could spell trouble. 

Where there is such lack of har­
mony intellectually, racially, socially, 
or physically, it is hard to attain per­
fect marital concoid However, the 
Church puts no obstacles in the way of 
such marriages: because difficult though 
it may be to create harmony, i t i s JMH 
TmjxissiBIe. 

If. however, unity in religion is lack­
ing in- a marriage-,, t h r difficulty" Is 
thrice-compounded. For religion is a 
way of life, a total commitment. Re­
ligion must seep into one's—e\cexy_ 
breathing" hioTnen and color one's every 
action. Union of two in one flesh de­
m a n d s rommtmion of spirit. For love 
is more than sex. Without religious 
unity, then, incompatibility is -always 
highly probable. . 

Morcove-tv in mixed marriages, the 
faith is often weakened or lost for both 
the Catholic party and the children 
of the marriage. And this is understand-

K~ Fath£x-Mb^rt-PrSiTarmm— 

able. When two are in love, they will 
try to do all they can to avoid tensions. 
Thev-wirr~serrrni rsly sk i rt any issue that 
is liable to offend the other. For the 
sake of peace, the most fervent feel-
m*s'7n life, those of religion, will be 
smothered in silence. As closing a draft 
puts out a fire, so the faith soon dies. 
The man who buried his talent lost it. 

As for the children of such marri­
ages, they often reach maturity indif­
ferent to all religion. For children love 
their parents. When one practices re-

ligiph a n d the other_jd_Qes not , o j i eup^ 
roots w h a t the other plants, "leaving n o 
harvest. — 

Once an old retired couple spent 
their declining years in a house sur­
rounded by a garden. One spring day, 
the lady of the house decided to plant 
some green beans. "My husband loves 
green beans. I'll surprise him." So she 
planted t h e beans. Unbeknown to h i s 
wife, her husband had a similar in ­
spiration. "My wife loves peas; I ' l l 
plant some for her. How surprised 
she'll b e ! " 

A week or so later, his wife went out 
into the garden to see if the beans 
were sprouting. She saw something 
green, b u t not beans. "These must b e 
weeds," s h e thought. So she plucked 
them up, Shortly after, her husband 
stole quietly into t he garden for a look 

-a-fc -his-planting. -He saw no- sprouts of 
peas, yet something green. "Must be 
w^eds," h e thought. So he uprooted 
them. T h e i r planting was in -vain. 

So the Church h a s thrown u p an ob­
stacle to mixed marriages. Difference 

"In religion is still an impediment to 
marriage. But in a pluralist society, 
such as o u r is, mixed marriages are 
here to stay. When people live togeth­
er , work together, d o business together, 
recreate together, they will join to-
gether in marriage. For this reason the 
Church h a s always granted a dispensa­
t ion for a mixed marriage under the 

condition tha t the sacredness of the 
marriage a n d the faith of those enter­
ing it are safeguarded. 

O n 18 March 1966, for ecumenical 
reasons, the Church mitigated the con­
ditions required for a dispensation for 
a mixed marriage. However the two 
basic conditions remain: fostering the 
sacredness of marriage and protecting 
the faith of those entering such a union. 

- Marriage is sacred. For it deals with 
the transmission of life. And life is 
sacred. Hence all peoples have always 
treated marriage as something special 
and have linked it wi th religion. So the 
new mixed marriage regulations have 
conceded to Bishops the faculty to per­
mit the use of sacred rites in the cele­
bration of a mixed marriage. 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen has granted 
general permission for a Nuptial _Mass 
when- both parties in a mixed marriage 
request it. A n d to m a k e the non-Cath­
olic party feel more at home in the 
midst of Catholic rites, permission is 
also granted for his minister to be pres­
ent at the marriage ceremony. Mar-
nage is one of those times in the life 
of a person when h e wishes to have 
with him those who have played a vital 
part in his life. Nor is the presence of 
the minister to he a. purely passive one, 
merely tolerated. He ought to be cor­
dially invited to at tend the religion 
ceremony to give his blessing to the 

(Continued on Page 22A) 

FUTURE 
A Savings Account at DIME BANKING helps 

and hopes they plan for their future . . . a home 
of their own, modern appliances and education 
for the children. 

V A V s V i W . 

ESTABLISHED 

1886" 

TWO OFFICES 
• 941 CLINTON AVE. NO, (MAIN OFFICE) 
• PANORAMA PLAZA, 1485 PENFIELD RD. 

CONVEN4£NT-F*EE l>A*KIN© AT BOTH LOCATIONS 

Your Savings Intvred by Federal Saving* A loan Insurance Corp 

Ant Agency of the U.S. Government 

HA Courier-journal March H, 1969 

HERE 
ARE THE EASY 
THE EASY ONE TO SAVE 
YOUR FIRST MEMORIES 

«* 

KODAK INSTAMATIC 124 CAMERA 

|l^EFT?OirKO^AC^rOR RLM $ ] 7 9 J 
BATJERIES W|TH TH,S 

FLASHCUBE C 0 U P O N 

$28.60 
SMART CARRYING CASE VALUE 

1 FREE RC*U^fiONU5H>HOT0 
PROCESSING & PRINTS 

AT EITHER CARHART STORE 
rir?TT'ivivivivi'n'vivivi"^?ryrTTTTTTiTT7y 

2 . THE^ASTTW: 
YOUR PICTURES 

WITH LOVED ONES 

m -

HARE 

TWO COMPtfTT CARHART PHOTO STORES— 
MIIDTOWN PLAZA (SECOND LEVEL) 105 

171*1 271-2290 

March 14,1969 Courier Journal 15 A 


