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WhaLthe Community Must Do for Elderly 
By MARIE J. WEIDMAN 

"When the doctor shakes 
his head and says iSunt Mil­
dred, cannot live alone any 
longer, what's to be done? 
She is not exactly sickH nor 

—wefr_eitherr"«he-is--arTnember 
of that ever increasing group 
taoVn as the "ill well" — 
they need some daily atten-, 
tion but not of the highly 
skilled, professional variety. 

Aunt Mildred thinks tradi­
tionally of going immediately 

, This is the last in a two-
part .series on the ever̂ grow-
ing problem c 6~n~f FffT t̂ i tt g 
senior cttiiens like this elder­
ly lady. 
"ThraTttelesTwlntront-rome 

of the problems oldsters must 
cope with and some of the 
possible solutions being tried 
to assure them a happy place 
In modern life. 

it isHweH-recbgnteed the deep­
ened meaning which religion 
assumes for aging persons. 

—Suclvrfacilities are geared 
only to the ambulant persons 
If he becomes ill and is plac-
ed in a commercial nursing 
homer-

concept and needs to bt.de-
UFeh-sponsored_home—v©loped-further;-in-

for the aged; it's what she 
always had in mind for her­
self "when the time came". 
She has saved for the day 
when she can be "near the 

-ehapePV , 

munity there appears the 
possibility that some parish 
convents may be vacated due 
to the re-grouping of teach­

ing Sisters. Some of these 
lildings-would 

ing for ambulant elderly. U&-
ing these existing buildings is 
especially attractive s i n c e 
they are near churches, and 

It is *consraeretl rather ^In" 
these days to criticize nursing 

-home careHFor;their-kck-of 
staffs or the quality of the 
care. What this community* 
with its large numbers of ill 
aged would do without them, 

ever been determined. 
Also, for some time past 
nursing homes have been in­
creasingly upgraded and im­
proved and they; are under 

yitto they—know ^-conceni. 
ed for them. ¥&Ts is our Spir­
itual Inner City, but it is a 
silent one, unable-to demon-
strate or make knowi? x its 
desolation and despair. 

Although many elderly per-
~sons see admission to a church 
homo as a desirable plan for 
themseTves, many make an e * 
fort to remain in their own 
homes. For this--there—are., 
daily homomaking ..services 
available in this community. 

A highly successful effort 
to keep the elderly person in 

_ his own home is Meals on 
at pc»ccnsgjrtn^ith~God~and—Wheels. This plan-provides-) 
themselves. There are many two nourishing meals per day 
such patients who need to for those who cannot prepare 
talk, to relate to someone their own food. 

constant scrutiny by." j»gu!l-
tory bodies. 

But as everything^ can be 
Improved there is room for 
one urge MA important 
change in nursing homes; a -
change not involved with the— 

plcxities of Medicaid or 
Medicare, a chinge ffot relat-
ed to legislation or bureau-
cracy^^le^-^need^JDithfilie.-
priests specifically assigned 
to these units, to bring com­
fort to those bedridden pati­
ents who nave long since 
given up hope -of everT»elng 
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Unfortunately- scores of j 
other Aunt Mildreds and I 
Uncle Hermans have had the i 
same thought—^there-ls-Jui 
no room for her nor Is there 
likely to be for some time. 

The bonus of longer lives 
given to us through the skills 
of medicine and research has 
turned into a mixed bless­
ing. The numbers irf-people 
in quite advanced old age are 
increasing far more rapidly 
than are the facilities to ac­
commodate them. The net re­
sult is total frustration of the 

' aged person himself and 
despair for the nearest rela­
tives who naturally cannot 
accommodate him. 

We must invent new ways 
- -of—heiplng-the-elder4y-to4ive-

out their lives in comfort and 
dignity. 

Colgate 

Colgate 

In casting about for these 
new ways, we have become 
too eager to turn to govern­
ment No matter what govern­
ment does to help the aged it 
can never be total enough, the 
problem is a chronic, long term 
one. We just cannot legislate 
old age or poverty out of our 
milieu, no matter how high 
the taxes rise. Certainly pro­
grams of Medicare and Medi­
caid have offered more care 
to more elderly than ever be­
fore in our history, but un­
less individuals and groups 
take initiative where govern­
ment stops. Aunt Mildred is 
never going to live in peace. 

- --One partial ' solution of 
where to put the person who 
is still well but in need of 
supervision, is the evolution 
of the supervised boarding 

. tome. This is reaUy-a-smalJL. 
group home run by individ­
uals for profit,. yet it has 
served well those elderly who 
need routine supervision and 
regular meals. The independ­
ence of a person is still in-

- tact — he may pursue the ac­
tivities he is able to yet he 
nilfSi|*fc»riteot supjervisiQn. 
But these homes are also 
crowded. 

The group home is a sound 

education 
is all relative 
It wonTt stand stiM. . 
It moves ahead. Or it falls behind. 
Assumption Preparatory School 
likes new educational methods. 
New concepts and courses. New 
ways of looking at young minds 
and helping them grow. 

We aren't afraid of change. 
We welcome it. 
We've added an enrichment program 
for boys Of exceptional academic 
promise. We've.expanded physically 
and. academicallyLand_ spiritually. 
We've revitalized our intellectual 

IcJlHEwIrjLSiBit 
A«r4ed-natiortal backgrounds 
and beliefs. 

We must move ahead. We have a 
goal to reach. Our purpose is the 
achievement of human potential. 

Boys/grades9-12/Summer Session/ 
fully accredited/conducted by the 
Assumotionist Fathers/write to 
Admissions Office for catalog J/ 

4m assumption 
• • . preparatory school 
Worcester, Massachusetts 01606 

DUKE makes any time a fun 
time. It's the kind of beer 
you can live with . . . beer 
after beerl And if you're 
only having one DUKE, 
you're missing half the fun I 
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