" THEOLOGY OF SPACE
(Tenth in Series)
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So declared Juan J, Ryan, presi-

dent of the National Right-To-Life

arrayed in the white linen of prayers of the saints-
y ~ TRev. 578), we dislike to-see- it courted by unworthy
" . conscienced children.

~ Inorder to get a true picture of this Total-Christ,
or thé Church which will "endure to the_end of -

L.

~ microscopic view. If we limit ourselves to “Heb-

domadal theology”, or that which appears in week-

ly magazines, we may find ourselves answering

““one —another’s silly quéstions. Sometimes it ap-

pears today that theologians read only one anoth-

" er's books and never the great thouglits of the
ages. - :

__Suppose we look at the Church in periods of

L every 500 years. For the first five centuries, the
turmaoil “and doctrinal shock were in- the area of

‘the ~Nature of -the—Physical Christ Who walked
the earth. The authority of the Church had to set-
tle such questions as His Divinity, "His intellect, -
His will, His human nature, His relation to the

Spirit, hence the condemnation of Such heresies
as Arianism, Donatism, Mofiophysitism, etc.

phrenia or Splitting of te—Persomality of Christ

the Head of the Church. This produced the East-
. ern Schism and the break of Constantinople from

energy would always be used for peacefu1 pur-

verse uses it would “bring great harm to those
areas where it would be used, and eventually to
the planét itself”. Atomic hombs are the -evil

= 1ise of atomic energy Which is good.

~-time,~we must -take—a teleseopicrather=thie o———— "~ ——— T oSt ot oo o opayfop
CTO The saeculum is as. indifferent to goodnessand ~~~ whether they

her greatest crises which occurred ~rough15LabquL_;_gmn l”e'

from within.” What was at stake here was Christ - -

badness as a sword which can be. used _either to

—the cost Tof— freeabortion Wil e —
.. borne by medical~insurance-programs- -
and by government-sponsored health

lay on the shoulders—of a gentleman to create— -

him a knighf, oxr to cut off his head. Man may-
prevert the saeculum as he did the Garden; he
may also, using the example of Engles, Marx’s as-
sociate in- Communism, convert quantity into a

“Presumably this will mean that

abortion

programs. - _ R
- ' “The taxpayer will -be called upon-—- -

* single case, and they suggested-\

==Committee-—in—a—statement —issued —.medical-sy

‘here. Ryan continyed:

some' exceptions might be made 1
allow abortions .~ under -proper .
ision — when the con-

tinuation of pregnancy would’éndaii-

——Ohste

~of rape or incest, or ‘when there

was a possibility of the child being-
rn -with mental or physical de-

feots.. -

“In all ”;;_gg her casés abortion would

pe-women's-decisions—
aré-responsibly arrived

at or mot.” L
Ryan issued the statement

n re

- yemain-a-criminal -act, and law en= _  “in — iff —asSETHOM COMCE

o oo oved-to-maintain-the law,”
_ commiittee president stated.

- “sponsg 10 a new move by abortion
. proponents who met recently in Chi-

cago, The Chicago group voted to
form an organization to. work for

Ryan
' ethicians and social scientists contri-

forcement agencies would be expect-
3 ¥ the-national

-The proposal of the ALI statute
has “Iinitiated an open discussion,”
said, “and lawyers, doctors,

ions and convictions.

new quality—and—preduce-a—destruetive—Franken~——

he may-even, as- Oppenheimer, said of some
- builders of the atomic bomb, become so
drunk with the sweet wine of technology that they
are controlled by it, rather than at the controls. '
. The Sacculum and the Church

1. The days of the Civil War of the Church are
over: there will be no more rending schisms, no
more splitting heresies. All that can be in dispute

about Christ has been disputed. There is nothing

there are no more seamless robes to be rent.

" 2. The new conflict of the Church is from with-

I b - : ith imi where the “quality” ! SeN S B
out. 1t is -not-likethe-confliet—with Muslmsm——mmrmmlﬂ_ﬂwwsw_wmwgammH

which Belloc.called.a.‘‘heresy within Christianity”,

ext 500 years brought a kind of schizo-  more for the theological aratornists to_amputate;

repeal . of. all abortion laws Trather

- Fight for Dignity!

of the problem, and 'the implication
of a hasty and uncertain change of
laws.” Ryan continued: -

ted the
~ Participaiits ~ iii ~“the discussion—im=
mediately recognized the complexity

ger the life or health of the mother; . . or as 4 xneans of: populatio
© . when the pregnancy was._the result It is ‘eiryphasized: that -

“Ryan said the thesis-is
rightts of the ind
. i"We cannot speal
rights-writhout-also_looki ,
relative ~ responsibilities i
rights of other persons,” he said. -
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e —fatreT has a Tight-to-decide=about

termainating the

R R "=_?',
“In this case,” he added, "the child . -
in the womb has a fight to he born;

e..:‘

chid;,
doctor has a right to determine
what is medically; responsiblé.-and
ethically right and society has a

Editor:
. With the repealing of the abortion

laws so close at hand, Catholics -

should be more active. in making
their voice heard to condemn -this
action. I read and hear about so much
being done  for ~“civil” -rights, but
what good are they if “human”

“The recent meeting in Chicagoe of
persons and groups interested in
changing the present laws is drama-
tic proof that these people are not
interested in discussing the issues,
and will not be satisfied with explor-_
ing possibilities for modifying pres-
ent laws. ) ‘

—-right-to—protect-the lives_dfjisTeiti<

zens.”

He sid these rights are totally ig-
nored by the abortion propenents:
Ryan’s statement concluded; .

R

“As a consequ

“Natioml Right-ToLife Commitiee

rights-are -jeopardized?—— - --
The proponents of that ‘heinous bill

say that wé have reachod the point -

of life is becom-
would improve it. What kind of

Rome. Then about 1500 years after His Birth, the—
———aitack-wasnet-against-His Person as the Word of
God, nor against Him as the Head, but agai
Him in His Body the Church. With this disrup-
tion of organic unity came the rending of the
seamless robe of Christ into parts or sections or

for it affirmed the Sovereignily of God. It is not
i ism, which based its alleged interest

“quality” is it if we are allowed to
deny some the right to life itself?

“The meeting ended with the for-

‘ e, after thought-
fillycomsidering—the--arguments, the -

takes i strong and-definite ~staml:ilrf'“‘“‘ e
opposition to the repeal of exigtlng =

tention as Mrs. Ma:
difference between
get’s under “Proje
and one day: at her
“. Sister Antonine, SS.

mation of the..,MfgonaLAiS‘;miﬁtlQ% - . __ahoxtion -laws. ‘
for the Repeal of Abortion Laws, an . T -
P ; s__'.._._.’.‘;Moreover,..althnuéh_resea

to do away with all prohibitive legis-
lation,
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“The campaign to repeal all abor-

in humanity on a hatred of God. The new"thing
which stirs the Church is something very natural
which has been here all along with its four pil-

I've written letters to my congress-
man and passionately urge all other
humanists to do the same. Don’t let
this ignominious act be foisted on

_lars; _Creation, Man, Freedom_and Society, There

-sects-in the Religious-Revolution. - -

, How do we describe this present period of the
————————second millennium? It is not a crisis of faith, au-
thority or morals, though these are the concomit-
ants of every religious tension.-The difference is
this: Every tension that went before was intra-
Christum; it was within Christ either in Himself,

"7 "Church. The present turmoil is something quite
different. It is extra-Christum. It is beyond Christ;
the pull is now between Christ and what is “Out-
side the Walls”. Very simply,-it is the-world and
even the cosmos widening and expanding dimen-
sions of Space-Time. ' ‘ -

VMaL'_was_beEnre;a.demllltaﬂzgd‘mne of off-
limit conflict, the world, is now the theatre of

" Space, from Time, from the Cosmos, ffom Sclence,

smie fallout,

For 20 centuries Christians had & family quar-
rel, and even though there was violence in de-
~ © ~—fense—of ~doctrine;-i in-its-worst-moments;- -
like the-Mafia, always within the clan. Today, the
discontent is like a Hong Kong flu in relation to
the Western world, the invasion of bug from
~outside the pole of Christendom. Nor is it just a
” mMore generous concession to -comfort, -carnality
and. conceit. Rather it is the discovery of some-
thing good which once may have been thought to
be bad.

Whoever would have believed that a Council

from a world that gives tremendous promise, along

is nothing  supernatural about it, but just the
world’s capacity for expanding its knowledge, its
production and its consumption.

The Present Turmoil
The saeculum, to repeat, is of and by itself, in-

Chris ! different to moxal values.-But-it-creates-a—crisis--
in His Headship of the Church, or in His Body the . for the Church the moment the saeculum turns

into saecularism, or the world into werldliness.
Just as there are some who have said “there is
no God”; so there have been those who said “there
. is ne_world”. The result was an exaggerated con-
tempt of the world, a flight from it to the desert.

The Church indeed did-suffer from this exag-
geration: St.-Jerome-justified-his-flight from the
world by his fear of worldlifiéss: I do not want to

human race. . .
—Nancy Pollot, Canandaigua
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certain be pursmed? . . . you that fight can both
be defeated ‘and win. When I run away, 1°do not
~win.-
defeated.” i
That was the old error: loyal members of the

of fear of being saecularists. But today, the flight
is not from the world; it is from Christ and -the -
Church. The saeculum is now the Divinum: the
world is the sacred, not the Church. Confusion
in the Church today issues from the refusal to
distinguish between the world which God saw was
- good, and the spirit of the world, which is at en- -
mity with God. »
Identification

oing, but I run away to avoid -being

-~

~~Church -inthose ages despised—the sagculum out——Den W

you have an opinlon on liberalization
V ork State T

McGowan, EGith District, 704

no woman should have to bear a
child against her will. In effect, this
treats abortion as just another

those imvolved in the ¢x
ust—Let—us—maintain—dignity—as.-the . method—of—birth—control.It ignores -_tiom_husiness.”

rch_.and
responsible discussion of the prob-

lem of abortion should continue,

there is no compelling evidence that .

the- proposed alternatives to the prés-

tion laws is based on the thesis that ~ ——ent<-laws—will-in—fact—decrease the

number of illegal abortions or lead
to the indictment and_prosecution of

iminal abor- .'
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~of the Church would have g Decreeonmthe Mod-
T ern World™ stating: Meanwhile theconviction

~_grows that not only humanity can and should
“increasingly consolidate its control over creation,”
but even more, that it devolves on humanity ‘to
establish a political, social and economic order

and help individuals as well as groups to affirm
and develop the dignity proper to them”. (# 9)

. Saeculum -
This new thing of the 20th Century is the
___saeculum or, including- humanity, the Latin word
" 'we use here éscribe the Wor
__ and also to distinguish it from “worldliness”.

- man who has been put into it'to master it, control

MEM%FB&FP&}QGQQB%&G world for-the.

K, 135th gltﬂét,‘”‘?.f).‘*lor'-———* R

sake of the Church, Christians now go to the oppo-

site extreme of Tejection of Clrist and the Church ™

for-the-sake-of-the world. Hence—we- hear: ‘“The
Church is an institution and institutions are strue-

Yames L. Emery, 136th District, 5417 Lake
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 Without doubt, t
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- Arts Center. Organize
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religious music.

The second half
missioned cantata, ““V
Barlow of the Eastm
much enthusiasm fr¢
ione(

" popular Rochester pe

" The last importa
sand Steeples™, a hal
sented on Channel 1(

which will to an 6ven greater-extent, sarve man tures and structures are establishments, and estab-

lishments must be destroyed.’” Bultman empties
the Gospel of the Historical Christ and leaves only
a Kerygma or a post-Christian message. The focus
of attention is on “The Secular City”, “The world
come of Age”, “Secularism”, “God is Dead”,
“Existentialism”; “Post-Christian”, ‘“‘Contempor-

whem the Action is”.

The-saeculum is the whole universe, including. ... As the discovery of America opened up emigra-

tion to the new world, so the discovery of the new

it, subdueit,~with hands, with mind, with tools,
: -~ with telescopes and “space ships. The saeculum is
e the scene of the human controllable foices of life,
whether in the biological;, genetic, psychic or so-

the field of education, economics and politics.
The astronauts reveal the saeculum unfolding in
the 20th Century—These new, "thrée wisé men"
recognized Divinity not from alongside a crib, ‘but
while encircling the moon, Huimanity also6’ now’
dwells on its long origins, rather than its final
end. ) ' -

H. J. Mullér, the biologist, has graphically il-
lustrated how long it took man to appear on earth
since tlle first protoplasmic cell. This tofal span
of all life he compares to the distance of a trip.
/ from New Haven, Conn., to a desk in a Wall Street-
o office. The first man on earth is only 7% feet
= from the desk. Thanks to the wedding of technics
- " and’ electricity to produce techmnetroiics, we ‘will
presumably enter an era of Industrial fruitful-
ness beyond all imagination. Computers: will -give

a5 in engineéring. The sphere of ‘the possible in-
..Cludes the unlocking of the geretic code by which
" life originates. The dwakened socfal ‘Conscience .
. with new thrusts toward racial - equality, civil
rights, and better. housing creates an optimism in
. somég that we are “at the end of the Dark Ages”. -
T, ""The new holy trinity of the cosmos is jet-atomic:
space,. which ‘combine to-give us-the jet-age, the
+ atomic-age, the‘spacé-age; This saeculum -may be
. anythiiig from rﬁxe slums, the inner-city, to schools
“and .dndustry. It is so vast: with more facets than
fo réflect its ~lig|%l' it i o ‘wonder that -
it ve 1o fly into its T
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By Father -Albert-Shamen

Christ Wants No Neutrals

and produced by Eddi
(This show, by the wa
at other TV stations «

The- centennial 1
relative to the Dioces
the Rochester Museu

_ _Johm Fisher College
Courity Museum. The
and the daily press e

“nowledgenient. The (

in news items but in

world of science, technology and social conscious-

ness has opened-up emigration from the Church
to the world———— -
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" Soon we shall be celehrating St.

Nuns, priests ‘and- some faithful find the “old

gold, and leprechauns come to mind.
Did _you .ever hear ‘how lepre-

Patrick’s_Day. _ Shamrocks, pots of

trals. Either — or: either gather or
scatter; either with Me “or against
Me. We can divide our time, but we
cannot divide our soul. We cannot
walk east and west at the same time.

" clal “order. Tt embracesastronomieal-geological— iy eibidvuumi v _
and ‘human - history, -with -al-its--organization in - NoLA_or the Church {50 “cabin'd, critibed, con-

fined”. So they plunged into the warm gulf cur-
rents that washed up on the shores of secularity.
~ Religion becomes identified exclusively with civil
- rights, inner-city, migrant workers and occupa-

Once more Christiz;ms hear the challenge: “Come

——down from the Triss _and we will believe”. “‘Mors-.

tification”, “Fasting”, “Self Denial” give way 4o
“Self-fulfillment” _ “Self-identity”, “Feel it in

chauns came to be? Legend has if
that when Michael and his angels

. struggled against Lucifer and his

demons, other angels just stood. by
and joined neither side. After the
battle, thiey could ot be sentenced
to hell with the rebellious devils, nor

d—ﬂley“mter—heavetr—wiﬂx_—-ﬁe

.goul
giotorious angels.

They had beenrieutral; what was -

God to do with them? He sent them
ta a place that was neither heaven

---peet-to—he—on-His-side?-What

yet fortheoming to children going fo
a 'school of their choice < and unitil
that time comes '— 1 suggest that
the State grant parents a choice of
schonls. Let there be two kinds 'of

Father McNamara, t
supplement on Octohx

Looking back, ti

» Commission did well.

W have a-saying, “Are you with’

me?” Not to be with a person need
not imply active opposition to him.
Yet Chiist equated neutrality with
enmity. Can we say to Christ, “I have
done notling against You” and ex-

~we done for Christ? - :

The puhlic. school system is_an_ex.
ample of neutrality. It is neither for
Christ mor against Christ: Aid yet by

-have—

JaSSipported schools:
-neutral "ofie¢” and flie ‘Cliristian School,
to whieh the millions .of Christian
parents (Catholics and Protestants)
dissatisfied with the neutral school’s

" sexcularism,. can send their children.

(A Christian schopl is one in which

God can be mientioned, one in whic

~the deep spititual and Hioral values .
n"atmn. great willﬁ »

that have made this

“j& emphasized.y T ‘
~At-a—foothall gime—some come'to -

‘here”. Religious education is soft pedalled for
the sake of Federal aid: “What will you give . me”
said Judas, “and I will deliver Him .over to you”.
(Matt. 26/15). Ambassadors of Christ desert the
priesthood. Demas, who once -companioned with

Luke and Paul, passes from being “fellow-labor-

er” in'the Gospel (Phil. 24) to plain “bet‘nas” who

nor hell and to-live in a way that was
neither demonic nor angelic — the
place was earth, and their way of
life was that of the leprechaun.

In ,Sunday’s Gospel when Christ
drove out. a devil, He evoked four
reactions. The comimon crowds, who

" have common sense,” Were amazed.

begins denying his role in the Church. (Col. 4/14) -

“The Scribes and the - Pharisees

its not being for Christ, it 18- In realk
ty, though mot iInténtionally .mor ac-

tively, against Christ. “He who Is not

-

with ine is agilﬁst me.”

"- ,To(iay when tuition grants are not

- M

. play, some_to sell pop and ‘popeorn,

" amgel and God can be watchers. All

" somie to cheer,- and some

just to
‘watch, In the .aréna .of life- only
o‘tllersx‘.muétjake{sldgm ,
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" So much for our
intended.to pay tribu
ents, wash the birthc
the next hundred yea

- — ‘What-will-the-ne
ter? Who kiiows?
- -Perhaps our -di(
change. Perhaps the

more years of post:
tempest may be alrea
ly and. the religious 1i
some sudden grace -
, pendulum back. in th
, and more to-the sect
hapssurprise us with

- Leadership — |

He ends'in final ‘spiritual degradation, “Demas has malevolently maligned Him -- prob- QI . -
beciuse Tie foved thispresent-world”<—v—&blL._out _of _earshol, {00 Christ Sewio o1 et vicin o okt 1T - every-flelde——- - -
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The tragic Teslt of secularism in those conse- -

~ cratéd to God and the faithful manifests itself in

three psychologieal effects: .-

. L Acloss of a sense of humor. A new_serious-
~.ness has crept dnto the Church, Few smiles ‘ever

come _f_;;g;n the lips of those-whose feet stay in
the.:Cliurch, bhut whose hearts are outSide; when

" ithey write, their pens are poisoned; when they

,;é:t.m../_“ et
. - .

~

speak, their semténces begin with “The
-with:thé Church'is . . .»° < & KR

”

. who Is not with me is against me, i~
Y - and he who does not gather
trouble - AR

nounce- civil. war; “A house divided.

against itself falls.”

A “miother;" like sl -good mothers;———

praised. His mother in‘true Oriental:

fashion.
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