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‘unexpected and- un-
@vents,--many -Catholics. are .-

@mh
nded; when one leadmg Cath-

~tieo <ly co
d“’tE W fellow theologian equal
; e..~ot ew_can he discussed
and- ‘evalysted by remomable and

-8 dedicated‘lay peoplez—

Others; are “restless, and- feel with-

. in_themselves _a compelling urge to

E:

vitakize .the ‘church by _imple) ementing

__tlhie-principles-so-eluquently-proclaim-
T el A Vatican-II. 1s there no plaée

where the eriergies of dymamic lay-

_ men. ¢an-be pooled-into- a powerful -

river of vitality and 1life?

) velopments ~within— ““'—“cussed——ev&lu ted;—and— -
-and. their. confusion i i and-—-acted-—upon

X ﬁ‘dﬁ‘““the Oliﬁi"ch Ifﬂprwides the “mem:

‘bership with a forum where all mat-
-ters of Christian concern can be dis

The focus is placed ‘on the la.vman’s
_right and responsibility to_speak out
on allvitalissues-to—felow-laymen;

of to the hierarchy, and to ‘the whole ™
. 18 the_jre[___p__no 9 where vari- . —-church:”?~ =~

-The- ob:eotives-inclnde

“ Too tret:eﬂ;:e continually 'the posi-
on o e layman in our ehanging
Chm'ch.

o sti stlmuhte a free and responsl
" ble-lay volce in the Chufch,” ‘

- And stiil ‘other Catholics are deep-
ly concerned with the pressing so-

_ -—ciak"problems-and-seek some -avenue
T ot:expnessiom Isw{ it §trange that

thee God we worship is called the
Prince_of Peace while we drop. na-

palm on innocent - children? And-

while thousands starve to death every
day in Biafra our cupboards are bulg

. ‘lng'vmh ‘unused food!

Stn‘elyL our stewardshr is being
called into question; ¥s- -

we can join that vil[l‘con-cem itself:

I

NTOEIT ST l -

with_the needs.of our neighl
And what about our separated

- ——hrothers? Surely the heart -of Christ

beats with'equal love -for them, and:

what.. gneater*service«ean~we~render-—:— -——for—macemmwmeundmtlom _

to Him than to embrace .them with
all charity and to ask their forgive-
ness-for—our-coldness in the past?

‘To fill the needs of concerned
Catholics who can no longer sit con-
tentedly with folded hands, the Roch- .
-ester Association .of Catholic Laymen

s heen_formed and its member
ship Is open to any Catholic lay per- | _myassion; T T e =

—son_18-or older who-is wiHing to sub- -

scribe to its constitution. The pur-

posermdeserlbedasfonom R

“The --Rochester Assoclatlon of
Catholic Laymen is an autonomous
drganization of Catholic lay people
spaklng to the Church from wlth'ln

“‘“;ta! that—some —doctors have become
_illegal aboy.

the greater good and the lesser ¢

A Buffalo physician_declared that '
there- was . “no. moral difference be

twieen r‘eiﬁoving—an appendix - and‘

ending a Ppregnancy by aborti
A-mediéal sehool pmfmsor admit-

_’scofflaws”, _performing_ ille
. 1iohs in Rochester hospitals “for rea-.
sons which the doctors judge valid
although the words of the law do
not’—’.w

" These were samples of testlmony
offered in Rochester last week In a

~*El’lSGGPlA]3;13ISHOP"GEOR.(}I*TBA“R‘Rl'}'l"l“sPEA“KS ATHEARING

——public-—hearing hefore —a—visiting Hﬁﬁ*brought—*quuesﬁomHhe—numbwoﬁ—abemﬂsMy-

.. ing .which offered 22 speakers a

group of New York State legislators,
"The joint legishative commiitee from
the Albany.Senate-and-Assembly was
seeking local opinion on proposed re
forms to_the state’s_abortion laws. -

Sitting through the day-long hear
demoqratie right to~ influence future

" legislation, it was hard to.gauge how

To establish democratic lay—par—
~~atleipatlon in-parochial-and- diocesan
— - administration,

Ahe-legislative committee was react-
ing and what it would report-to Al-

To a,;eelerate llturglcal renewal.
To ligious. education

“which is hased on the needs. and'

priorities of all the people of pod

—To-communicate the role of the in-
dividual comsciemce regarding mar-
riage and family life.

To assist in the growth of genuime

ecumenllm.

goup
" amdl the lnstltntlonat-ehln'ekto pro-

T Tos &ﬂmuhte the lndlvldual hyman

W-

from thepanel of Albany legislators,
who surely as husbands and fathers
believed that the male must. have

some rxghts in the result of concep- -

tion.

Guesses
eralizers detiiling the thousands of

~ womeny killed or mutilated by quacks

performing - illegal abortions were
shown to be grossly exaggerated. But
they piled on further scare stories

. ahout. -psychological horrors suffered

by women who bore unwanted chil-’

introduced by the  liber- -

bany colleagues about moral and
ontifievi : West N

York. Docto rs, clergymen and

dren because anm abortiom cost Too

mothers gave expert but strenuously
contradictory evidence,

Speakers °in- favor of sweeping
changes in the present law (which

allows - competent  physicians to use -
- abortion only when proven medical-

ly necessary to save the mother’s
life) ‘constantly ~emphasized the
“mother’s rights”, several going so
far n;s to say “Permit abortion on de
ma 11] s

I had the mental image of a preg-
nant woman-dropping into the hospi-

mote the dignity and human rights
of all individuals.

——To¢ stimulate the individual layman

and the instiutionsl Cliuich to work

The .principal business of the as-

soclation is- being conducted thiough

nine commissions, each devoted to-

~ the accomplishment of one of the

objectives of the constitution. Each
member is urged, but not required,
to participate in the deliberationsaiid
activities of at least one of the com

; Readers

_more about the association should ad-

dress their ‘inquiries to: R A, G L,
%&- 360 San Gabriel Dr., Rochester N.Y,

14610,

~S. R. Vidinghoff
St Thomas the Apostle Parish

lnterested ln leammgA i

@
»

’l‘here. was some emphasis dur-
ing the hearing that the increase in

chiatric reasons” was founded on
“highly debatable points” looking
only to the woman's interests: fear

-of social criticism for having a child,

shame for infidelity and indiscre-
tion, simply: .not wanting another
child or hating the drudgery of am-
other long pregnancy.

It was hard for a male listener not.
to sympathize with every facet of
the woman's problems which the
abortion-side so passionately claimed
would_be_corrected with abolition of

> _has waged history’s most destructive = e

... This. well-organized challenge o

about -degtroying life. -They had no
hesitation about destroying all the .. . _
sacred potentialities of what genius
and value might come to our soclety S l,_e
from the snuffed-6ut unborn. ‘

This 1s a cenf W which has grown '
callous of life, has 'sanctified violence,

wars, But it is also an era when hu- .
man ri ghts, — those of the poor, the
~black “people, the olitieally oppress- ,
o _the_undetprl!lleged,..-.*have, beem_.-. .. o1
worried over and fought for with
greater zeal tham cver before.

-against defenseless, unborn children -

must be oppnse¢ not slmply on re- S
priv grounds, . . .

- but because ‘the rights to human life

are inviolable. The life inm question

has no voice 'if we do not speak.

The solution of the abortion ques-
tion does not lie in making it legal
or semi-legal but ln making it .un-
: _economic'and
psychological reasons ‘that have led
to increase in this evil shonld be
attacked directly. ‘

As medical indications for abor- |
tion to save life have almost been
erased by medical” progress in re-

the current law.

" Buf the Iliberalizéts Wweére even
more_ frightening in their casual air

ON THE RIGHT SIDE

All Want Peace, Few Court It

tal for womb-surgery as though Shé
was having her tonsils removed, But
it couldn't be that easy on the mind
or the-body of any woman,

There was umversal unconcern in
the abortion-promoters that a preci-

. ous, living child is involved. They

argued that because theologians and
biologists dispute about when thé
human life, a human person, begins
in the woman’s body, the law need
not concern itself-with such nebulous
rights as the “glob of matter called
.a fetus” allegedly possesses..

A woman physician pleading for

_abolition of all restriction on_abor.

tion, said that the woman’s rights
were so paramount that she would
advise an abortion for a patient even
if the husband did not give hls con-
sent.

«
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The Decentralization Issue
By Father P. David Finks -

A number of perce;:tlve writers are

. saying that the struggle of minority
—— ——gromup parents tocontrordecentralized -

-~ schiool districts will initiate the real

- — felt-locally-it-may- be-helpful to-begin-

‘“war on poverty.”” Since tremors of a
decentralization struggle are being

. to sort out the issues.

It would be well worth your time
to read carefully Martin Mayer’s gar-
gantuan account of the New York

- Issues and emotions were intertwin-

ed to an imbelievable degree in the
~~—~New«¥nrk~eity—erlsit~ T e
—~——chmred by the dynamic Mrs. Alberts

H e-fully Bochesteﬁans have bene-
fitted sufficiently. from ‘our several

years experience of organized social
change by .the FIGHT organizatlo

1 _ __tUam_aem.refnm

R |
- o

!
B
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: :evldent

“school system In a ratiomal manner.

The struggle is ot hetween teach-
ers and parents. Both groups know
from firsf hand experience the weak-

nesses of the city's sthool system. -
- —~-‘Peachers-and-parents-know-the-frus:

and “busing” rather than “serious
planning with princlpals. teachers
i ed overhaul of

- -concesslons.-But-only organized-long— - —more—modern- -teachers—standards -- —

Yorkmuagalurlﬂebwl»—mes%mmmutmtmplmmdw

the school system.

Sehool ‘administrators like all
bureaucratic ofticials will respond to
criticism by investigations and minor

term pressure by coalitions of teach
ers, parents and community organi

zations will bring about a better

educational situation for our children,

age of eomplexlty ‘and large umre-
sponsive school bureaucracles, ghetto
. parents -want -school-boards_and ad-
ministrators- who represent the best
interest of their children.

Parents will not ,cont.rol teachers,
but they will have a say in-setting up

through their elected representatives.
Unit administrators with a reason-
able size school district can be more
sensitivé to community organizations

GHT organization is carry-
earchr—of—ci

school - records - to_ discover actual
levels of inner city children, The

~Education__Committee of FIGHT,
Cason, will carefully build a vehicle

__for a decentralization of the city wide

school district,

-— bickering;—police—patrols, prolifera.
tion of educational_gimmieks. -

l_aﬂlu(iil

By Fathér Paul J. Cuddy

Being deflmte and direct has its
-good—points and its weaknesses. But

oSt men  are more secure in soul

and emotions when they know just
where they stand, There is an old
saying: “Hanging isn't so bad. It's
the waiting for it that’s the hardest.”

Probably that’s why so many chil-
dren are emotionally insecure. They
don't know _hew far they can go. Par-

. ents are often inconsistent in deal. -

ing with them, to their harm.

_One of the wisest fathers I have
known has {wo fine, mature sons in
their twenties. Once I asked him:
“What did you do to bring up your
sons to be such. good men?” (I am
more impressed with -the influence
of :fathers than mothers. Not that
mothers are less important. They give
the warmth and tenderness that's
needed. But fathers seem to shape

the charact ) )

He smiled. “Thank you for think-
ing so well of my sons. I think they
are fine; but of course,
father. When the boys were very lit-
tle, my wife and I taught them that

‘no’ means ‘no’, and ‘yes’ means
‘yes’.-I-think if children know where
they stand, they will develop prop-
erly. They will be contented.”

As the boys matured, they lived in
a _home _where their father and

mother are devoted to one aHOther: =

Their life is centered around their
children, and to a lesser degree

around their relatlves, _then the com-

mnity.

Today the sons have an easy, de-
voted, good-natured relationship with
their paremts. They discuss ther proj-
ects with them — and know that they
will have interested listeners. They
listen to their parents’ opinions with
respect. They regard their father and
mother with an affectionate rever-
ence.

One day I joked to one of the boys:
“Don't you find your life dull? No
picketing of theé University, no de-

truction of property, no assaulting
éffe police. Do you think you are
fulfilling yourself properly?”

-—He-grinned: “The catechism taught
me: ‘God can do all things.’ 'm not

cent years, so social reasons which -
- make abortion scem like- the only S e
Sure solutioni” to human ”pro’olemr e
must be solved.

,God. I ‘think my vécation is my own
job. That's involved enomgh. It re-
quires my full time if ’'m to do it
honestly.”

So.it would seem to me that from
__this we come to a matter of values.
“This~ Feminds me-of -a-joke-told by .
the elder, retired Msgr. John Duffy. _
Two Irishmen were lost' in a snow- -
storm in Switzerland. They struggled
{6 find a villige, but to~no avall. " So
they commended their souls to God, .
and relaxed to await the end. Sud- .
denly a great St. Bernard dog loom- 4
ed before them with the traditional
little cask of brandy. Pat said to Mike:

“Look! Man's best friend is here!”
Mike glowed back: ‘“‘And a beautiful
dog with it!”

Normal men want peace. But peace
comes from adjusting to the realities
of our own sltuations*—lncludmgwthe&———“—
accepting the good and bad in the
world, and bowing to the Divine Will
which is often insecrutable. The “Imi-
tation of Christ” offers this gem: “No
man lives without trouble, Al men

_ desire peace, but few desire the
things that make the peace . . .”

|
L.e.:l

S,

tyw\’andalmm"an‘d“ﬁ" Wavior problens

in the schools will be handled through
a coalition of the parents and school

N admmlstrators

The alternat:ives to serlous negotia- 7

tions toward decentralization will be

JtematEHTIan
for smaller districts with elected
school boards, more responsive to
parents, children and ' teachers and
more able.to glve direction to school

_administrators.
A W“'O_Ti_nlermwnsvﬂie

trations of a-general.‘too_little,
. late” educational -process which be-

comes tragic in_ immer wity schooly - -

. where human needs are much mofe - .

EE-S L

Rl

ucatlon,

Many critics_ of local
admin- .

black and white, see school

Citizens groups interested in comr——

munity control should join with the
FIGHT organization and the teachers
unions‘in working out plans with the
Board of Education. Splinter groups
from Black Panthers to Soul Brothers
--will- do—littlwmtheir ownhutmuddy

ust. be. uolde"ﬂ:it:all:cnm‘.:lnMwat e .

York City a creative community ef-
fort betarite-bogged down in a nihilist

~§triuggle between teachers union and :

parents \wmrno winners T

Poor . people want 'the same a8
suburban residents. Many people

istrators offering small’scale experi-—— move to the towns to huild and main-
N mgntal' ‘programs, oOpen enrollment

E

f‘aln a better school system. In an

‘ Minonty group parents want a

school system more responsive to
their wishes in the education of their
children. They know that education
is not a specialized or narrowly .pro-
fessional problem. They see public
education for what it is, the nature
and destiny of American society.
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ST. PAUL AND LENT
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Have Cenf_denee mv God
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“ne—fsu t‘tlte" llowlnrartl-—-————-—-l e-o!«God manlfested—in«thevdeath-u«mdeneemwhiclx_lza
e, oy s aﬁl murrecﬁonr “of_his rs%ﬁﬁ_
u-

he. second in & seirles of seven

SRS N

e

- Lenten-medftations, hss—taught-as - -
__SCHQIMM Yirk City high
.- sehoolg;— ‘aid —currentiy 18 in ~second - -
- ~-*—~theology4t_Wondstoek.)

. / . e et Sdnnellex?, SJ =I "

g

e ffreed”

man weakness The Christmns life is
now-surrounded by the love of God, a
es—us—e%hmk

X eed»ghe~

-
%h-h.f

=t

,ﬁ“.-h -5
—t ,:’
-
{

-

. -t}

«in;Egypt and. 1ed then them
“’“AS“ﬁlﬁSl

fering, lnlprlsonment, and even
.- death, The' power of God, enabled him
to love to the point of death. Rather
than despair of the nation’s progress
__in-achiéving social - {ustlce and peace;
King’s Christian faith and confidence
_enabled him to love and serve his
fellow man»mtleadded strength and

;(LréSponse o
estedin-Christ. —
Thus he was frée from fedr of suf- -
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Dnnk Pepsu c_Jd the colder the better Pepsi- Colas taste

Pepm cola cold
~ beats any cola coldl L
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nd-race,-but-it-should ...
cate ourselves to

o Lnot eolve the problems 6(

was created for tie cold. That special Pepsi taste cOMes
_dliveinthe cold Drenching, quenching taste that never_

" glves out before your thlrst gnves in ‘Pepsu pours it onl
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