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Only six years after Colum->
bus discovered the New

~ World, the Holy Roman Em-

— gt Teligion

eror Maximilian T decided
hat  the, Hapsburg Court
needed a \)oys’ choir to par-
ticipate in the performance
music . in the
Court Chapel in Vienna. By

royal decree the Emperor ——

foinded” the Seminary School

on July ~7, 1498 Thelatest— -

edition_ _of this choir, 470

years later, will be heard at

the Eastman Theatre on Mon-

t
P

In 1498 a dozen hoxs were

_— ~ day, March 3 _at 815 pm,
under the auspices of the
Roches o
sociation. LT

engaged and the choirmaster,

_in addition to directing their

musical activities, was grant-
ed funds for their board and
education. When the boys’
voices changed they received
‘mustering-out pay” plus
,their fare home. If they de-
"tided tipon a course of study,
. they were sent to an ecclesi-

" astical state boarding school”

on a threeyear scholarship
from the Emperor which cov-
ered tuition and living ex-

penses,

After the death of Maxi-
milian, the Hapsburgs con-

tinued to subsidize the choir -

and it became one of the
foremost groupgm.tn Euro?e.

In the eaily 18th "Cengury,

- e §eopeof - the—choir-was———

. broadened to include —secular— --—
] music. At that time the choir- -

={

'l‘he‘ Vienna Boys Choir dates back to July 7, 1498

-

. master received permnss”ton (i R— “““proﬁt—fto—supply -the-needed

have thé boys dppear not
only in other churches but
also in the Royal Opera ., ~
but all activity was subject to
the approval of the Emperor.

When the Hapsburg Mon-
archy came to its end at the
close of World War
choir faced the same extinc-
tion as the .-Viennese Court.
Father Josef Schmitt,

choir's _dean, preserved the

The first

I, the audiences.

the

- money formerly provided by . _pa
the government.

Vienna Chaoir
Boys came to the United
“States’iii 1932. The- irresista-
- ble charm of the boys imme-
diately captivated American

Today the standards of .the
choir are firmly upheld by
thennfjfg_m supervisil(;n in Vi.
Wil - (| efore enrollment in
ancient. Mand.belmzed_insﬂm.w,__. st - *organlzaﬁonj ‘which

equivalent to a school,

is
the .

tion by initiating tours for

\

hom
B ook Ias it the choir which-
‘ ad numbered such greats as
* Franz Schubert—and—Joseph

- ayden in its long member-__.
e hip, had sung its final note,

was ‘confxscated It

- el. These will' bé ~followed by:

stemming from the chou's

original function as singers p
in the Hapsburg Court ‘Chap-

- a-complete-s switch_in mood as
__the boys change from their

prospective choir boy must

in ten applicants is dccepted.
The choir numbers around

100 with -two-touring..groups.... . ...
of 22, and one group always -

in Vienna to sing in the ser-
vices at the Hofmusikkapelle.

With the outbreak of World
War II, Father Schmitt was
lmprisoned by the Nazi for

refusing to allow the organi-
zation to become a -propagan— - -

da medium and the choir's

minations of - :
his scholasti%ify and mu- ~‘boys is the—Augarten—Palace

- sical tglents Only abdut one

- -Latin,

traditional sailor suifs and P

e{ Schmitt began re-estab-
ishing the 447.year-old choir.
new Kome _was. fo

In’ 1948 the choir

: w some of the most familiar H
old palace and no fewer than ennes‘e—waitzes—and Aus-
7,000 upplications were reé-
celved
made a triumphant return to
the United States and toured.

 E— ~110 cities,. o
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Their conductor, 3 té‘ichEr,
accompany. the
boys onx all their travels. The
“purse cooks for them in their
. Hotels whenever possible to

avoid the complications of

_ new food in young stomachs.

Somie years -ago. the - choir
crossed  the equator three
times and despite continual

:climatie-changes-only one boy

suffered -a-mild cold.
Home in’ Vienna for tEhe

near the center of the city.
In summer they adjourn to

Hinterbichl, high in the mag- |
__nificent Austrian “mountains.

Although full details of the
program have not yet been

received, the presentation will

be dl\nded into three parts.
The first third will be de
voted to religious s lections,
including sacred songs in
some “writtenn in the
16th and 17th centuries and

§ "T‘" agh- not .

Thirteen-year-old Jim Tacona, left, has risen to
the rank of Eagle Scout, joining his brother-Tom.
Jimis an—eighth-grade honor student at St. Am:
drew's, is a junior at Aquinas. Both boys have re.
ceived the “Ad Altere Dei” award, highest prize
offered to Catholic scouts. They are the sons of
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Iacona, 98 Rosemary Drive.

. o

—ful -day. to. sleep. They took |
--no--chances -that a -common -}

'camemomoandmmﬂsky

Long sttory of Valentme S Day

New York — Cynical bache-

lors and little boys aren’t the
only ones who think Valen-
tine’s Day is for the birds—
“even romantics thought—so. —|

In fact, at one time mearly
everyone believed that Feb.
14 was the day most dinds
mated. And though fact prov-
ed fancy false, the day stay-
od set aside — at least for
lovebinds.

Lighthearted® loafors used
Valentine’s Day as a peace-

belief — that the first per-
son of the opposite sex you
‘saw bec your loved one
“for the Year — came <{rue.
‘No heartaches or aggravation
* for them.
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sugar hearts with inscrip-
tions like “Be My Valentine”
on them, and among the most
popular colognes for women
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are those which combine the
%rovoca.tive with the roman-
(3

St. Valentine, however, who
ent his name to the lolida

|1 oliday, || -
actually had litle to do with |

>Two St. Valentines — one
- s Roman priest and ‘the other
a his martyred in Rome

, "i'ﬁoif"! 0 — had birthdays
¥l H4; and-when tlie-Chris-

tians tried to purify the Ro-
mun fertility festival Luper-

*‘eallu; which aliwmume'ﬂn%
. Webrunry, they changed ‘the |

holiday’s name to St. Valen-
tine’s day.

Also from the Lupercalian

Celebrations came the custom- -

lmdrging vuéintines into, g ,

. % ,ndlllll ﬁj&.
polat in-th

e Ly
tivil,

WOOB"‘

one Cenm
“fayma :
all morning until he came to
our house. I would not have
seen ‘another man for all the
world.” It would appear that
these ladies made sure that «captyred” colomists deliver
Cupid didn't interfere Wil od their tokens of love —

thetr year's selection. cards, candy, perfume = in
Chatchance, however, be- P ﬁ”m

e more well-to-do sent
each year, and finally women  their cards by coach, though
decided to substitute a safer (hey double wmpped and
custom to celebrate the day. gegiled them with wax, so
{);g:a xatum;;ﬂs!dew:w_uﬁ only . their. beloved could

n penning a ‘message;—
cards, some so elegant and readthe
beautiful, they are virtually Theén with the invention of
museum pleces today. lithographs and woodcuts —
a boon to the inartistic com-

And since neither mail
service nor envelopes existed, m‘g,‘; b‘_f_t :e:rul;de:mtgyo%:

Centuries ago, young men selected their Valentines
. from names drawn out of a hox.

mmesfmmabox,ihomau-
_thorities are not sure why.

Ohﬂstians, however, copled

her hlt!igul undertaker.,”

Or the fruit grower could
wiite his beloved that “Sweet-

er than an orange grove, IS Ler “Guess Who'-or “Secret -

the charming maid I love, No

grapes more luscious than
your lips.,”

Lace_- edged  _sentimental

~ valentines also became popu-

tar, — —

Today, In addition to cards,
flowers, candy and perfume
have become common Valen-
tine's Day gifts. According

. (*! » began sending valentines.
— ORI O ‘ﬂfe‘.‘.’ — — - N T _ Researchers 4t Shualton
amusing facts: ) )

- ‘All We Had Left Was Religion

Washington, D.C. — (RNS) This was related by . Navy
— “All we had left was re-  Chiet of Chaplains (Rear -
ligion"” was the way one Adm.) Jmes w. Kelly in “A

memmber—of -the erew- -ofA;h&-Tpo T the

US.S. Pueblo summed
the Ameriéan sallors 11 Churches on the Religious

months of captivity in North Experiences of the Pueblo

Amencan the @irection of a” decper re-

I
to mén in specific profeSslons.
The undertaker, for instance,
could send a card which said,
“Let Chloe smile upon her
lover, Who will ne'er for
sake her; KEach day new

Entitled “Faith in a Stress.
Situation,” the account stat-
ed ‘that the crew during their
confinement “had moved._in

items boxed in hetrts, or
.-_

Today in classrooms through-
ot the country, children. con-
tine the  traditbon. - Reoteis |

Admirer”?

But you probably don’t re-
snember a 19th Century game
"called “Progressive Propo-

1o - 18
mm,.,

‘the custom, though they sub-
—_stituted the names _of aints_ |
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The Pope has a Peace Corps of his own? Yes,
. come._to_think of it._Its_members, our native

Dally 10

Tt T

Sali”, where young girls at | R
slentine's Pay—parti priests and Sisters, give their lives to the poor

08—prp~
pwedtoeaehboylnthe
'00m.

The boys rewarded the of-
fers with—either mittens or
hands, the latter bdei

in poverty, chastlty, obedience..

ceptance,

et(mnerarejec-

\ vour

over the girl with the most
hands won a prize, and the

taflored . Among the. most mmon_girl_wiﬂn_the,_most—mttens_ _
valentine candies are the tiny ’

o

"PEACE
CORPS:

NATIVE

charms she will discover, In.

ligious commitment, greater
faith, and habitual prayer.”

\K of C o Fand

PRIESTS

4,292 native priests, so far. N

. Native pnests
- are essgn_tnal overseas. They speak the language,
understand the people and their problems. They
share suffering with them. They can teach these

or

people to help themselves because they know
these people, they are of these péople,..
the people, by the people, for the peoptle in the
the countries in which they work, native pri
are at home. They are not foreigners. More im-
" portant; wiven (and.if), the "foreigners’’ -are -ex-
pelled; our native priests will stay in the vmages
undisturbed, offering Mass each morning, for-
. giving sins, instructirig the ignorant, consoling
- the aged and bereaved, making peace ‘as Christ
did .. . Readers of this column have trained
ow. you trdin

+ tyour'* native priest. It costs only $8.50 a month,
$100 a year, $600 altogether. He will write to
you, pray for you, and you may write to him.
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