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Religious Trends Listed for 1968

' Syracuse, N.Y, — (RNS) — Select-
ing trends in the 1968 religious news
rather than as in previous years, the
top news stories, students in the Re-
ligious Journalism Program at Syra-
cuse University School of Journalism
here sought to show the significance
of religious action and thought.

Heading the list of significant
trends was the exceptional question-
ing and challenging of authority with-
in the Romam Catholic Church.

Although this crisis emerged with
the publication of Pope Paul’s encycli-
cal "Of -Human Life,” the students
held, the pastoral letters of various
national. hierarchies, the dissent of
lay peoplé, clergy, and theologians,

and the disciplinary actions by bish-’

ops in Washington, Buffalo, and San
Antonio indicate the crisis involves
more thap birth control.

Trends were selected over top news
stories begause students felt that the
developing process of a trend has
more effect upon religious thought
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and action, present and future, than
a single news story.

The second trend singled out was
an increased Christian objection to
U.S. involvement in Vietnam and the
U.S. draft. The actions of “concern-
ed individuals” such as Benjamin
Spock, Yale chaplain William Sloane
Coffin, the late Martin Luther King,
and the “Catonsville Nine” demon-
strated these objections.

Statements by the National Coun-
cil of Churches and the National Con-
ference of Roman Catholic Bishops
also bolstered this trend, the stu-
dent survey showed.

A heightened Christian concern
with social issues was ranked third.
The Poor People’s March, imvolve-
ment in sanitation workers’ and grape
pickers’ strikes, as well as Operation
Centurion, a $10 million religious
contribution toward Negro power,
demonstrated such concern in the
U.S. Internationally, concern center-
ed upon relieving the suffering and
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Worship has many settings in wartime. At top, servicemen kneel as

chaphin conducts a service on a hill overlooking the helicopter

landing strip at the Marble Mountain Marine Corps Air Facility

at Da Nang. Below, heads are bowed in prayer ahoard the nuclear-

powered aircraft carrier USS Enterprise during memorial serv-

ices for airmen lost in combat. Roman Catholic and Protestant
chaplains officiated at the service. (RNS)

Nixon's Big Problem
Crime Rate Rise

By J. J. GILBERT
{(NC News Service)

Washington — Crime in the na
tion, which was a talking point in the
recent national elections, will be a
problem for the new administration
whichz takes office here on Jan. 20.
Crime just won't go away. Actually,
the problerm worsens.

And it cant be rcferred to sim-
ply as “crime in the streets” or
“crime in the cities.” Crime, it is re-
liably reported, is increasing just
about everywhere in the country.

A report just published by the
Federal Burean of Investigation says
there was a 19 per cent increase in
crime during the first nine months
of 1968, as compared with the Janu-
ary-September figures for 1967. Vie-
lent criies, as a group, increased 21
per cent,

. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover,

whom President-elect Richard M.
Nixonn has asked to stay on in his
administration, called particular at-

tention of the country to the fact
that, on a nationwide basis, robbery
offenses continued a sharp upward
trend with armed robbery up 37 per
cent.

Street robberies, he said, were up
37 per cent for the first nine months
of 1968, service station robberies up
31 per cent, business house robbers
up 28 per cent, chain store robberies
up 20 per cent, and robberies in resi-
dences up 19 per cent.

Burglary is still with us, and grow-
ing in volume, It is interesting that
while burglaries committed in resi-
dences at night were up 19 per cent
in the period covered by the repott,
burglaries committe@ in residences
during" daytime rose 24 per cent.

Each region of the country report-
ed increases in all crime classifica-
tions — northeastern state, 25 per
cent; north central states, 16 per
cent: southern stales, 17 per cent;
and western states, 19 per cent

starving in Biafra.

Recent meetings and pronounce
ments of black -churchmen_in St
Louis and Washington underscored
the fourth trend — the emergence
of black Christians demanding a voice
in the affairs of their Churches.

The fifth significan{ trend proved
to be a growing Christian approval
and practice of violence as a tactic.
Instances cited were student demon-
strations in many countries, the South
American Catholic Bishops’ pro-
nouncement on revolution, and the
use of demonstrations and disruptive
tactics within churches.

The May Gallup Poll, showing that
67 per cent of the U.S. population
thought that religion was losing
ground, emphasized the sixth trend
— the decreasing influence of Chris-
tian Churches. The poll indicated a
gradual decrease in attendance, con-
tributions, and religious practice of
U.S. Christians in the past eight
years.

Local Story Makes
Radio News Listing

New York — (RNS) — Church
World News, an interreligious news-
cast carried on 305 radio stations in
the United States, Canada, and the
Caribbean, has included Bishop
Sheen's gift of St. Bridget's Church
to the U.S. government, later rescind-
ed, among its best religious news
stories of 1968 .

The story was rated eighth on the
list which was led by the assiassina-
tion of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr, Dick Sutcliffe, the program’s
director, also turned to Bishop Sheen
for the program's quote of the year.
He quoted the bishop’s observation
that there are three things that ma-
chines cannot do for man: “Blow his
own nose, make his own love, and
say his own prayers.”

Brazilian Leaders
Hit Liberal’ Priests

Brasilta — (RNS) — “Liberal” Ro-
man Catholic clergymen, schools,
communications media and promi-
nent Brazilian politicians were ac-
cused of “counterrevolutionary” ac-
tivity in a statement issued here by
the Brazilian government.

The statement, supported the proc-
lamation of a military dictatorship
and the arresiing of approximitely
200 oppofitnts 6f President Arthur
da Cost®’e‘Sllym;-r = :

—-Among—those—whoe—have-been—ar-—

rested are two American Oblate
priests, Fathers Darrell Rupiper and
Peter Grams, who were working in
Recife. The priests hsd reporiedly
criticlzed the proclamation of the
dictatorship in their parish bulletin.

The government statement clied
“antl.government preaching” and dis-
tortion of facts” by “the so-called
progressive clergy” and comniunica-
tions media as cvidence of subver-
sive activity.

Tracing the growlh of “subver-
sion,” the government charged: "Ele-
ments of the so-called progressive
wing of the Catholic clergy intensi-
fied their challenges to the legiti-
macy of the regime, moving to the
open preaching of subversion. mak-
ing obvious their incitement of the
population to become part of a move-
ment against the government . .. "A
part of the press . . . proceeded to
distort facts with the object of crv.
ating a false image of the govern-
ment before the public”

Lima Clergy Elect
U.S. Priest Dean

Lima — (RNS) — Father Joseph
Martin, a priest of the Archdiocese of
Boston serving in Cardinal Cushing’s
Missionary Society of Saint James the
Apostle, was elected Dean of the Dean-
ery of La Victoria here.

By an overwhelming majority, the
clergy of the district ~ including Per-
uvian priests as well as missionaries
from the United States, Spain, France
and Italy - chose Father Martin as
their spiritual leader, under the bish-
op's jurisdiction, in all matters relat.
ing to expansion, policy-making and
new religious programs pertaining to
this area.

Chtirch in Yugoslavia Tolerated

By Floyd Anderson
(Ng News Service)

Belgrade — Things are a little better
for the Catholic Church in Yugoslavia,
One observer said that “at the top there
is a tolerance of the Church, an active
cocxistence.”

Omne example of this is the national
 Catholic newspaper, Voice of the Coun-
cil. Published every other week in Za-

greh, it has a national circulation of

250,000 through individual subscrip-
tions and church sales. However, it is
not sold on the public newsstands,
which might tend {o increase its sales
still further.

Another example is a new edition of
the Bible which was recently published.
The first edition of 60,000 copies is al-
most completely sold out, and a second
edition is now being printed. This was
described as a joint enterprise of
Church and state; some professors at
the government university cooperated
with it, an organization of the state
published: it, and the state financially
helped. - --

One problem is the observance of
Church holidays. In Belgrade, for in-
stance, Christmas is just another work-
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day — although in Slovenia, which is
strongly Catholie, hoth Christmas and
All Is Day are holidays.

The reason, it was explained to me,
is that in Belgrade there is a large ma-
pority of Orthodox (there are only five
Catholic parishes in the capital city).
The Orthodox celebrate Christmas on
a different day from Catholics-—— and
the government is reluctant to lose
both as workdays.

Religion cannot be taught in the
schools. The parishes have special
rooms for study of religion. Attendance
differs in various places. Sometimes it
is nearly 100%, and sometimes there
are very few attending. This has been
attributed to the tradition of the area
and to the activity of the priests.

In the Army, for instance, the situa-
tion has improved in varloys ways. In
1951 and 1952, for instance, soldiers
were explicitly forbidden to go to
church. But then a few years ago
soldiers were allowed to attend Mass,
and the situation has been getting
better — gradually, but better.

"It is not easy to get permits for con-
struction of churches —but it is pos-
sible. The big problem usually is to get

the money for them, and sometimes the
Yugoslavs are able to get this money
from abroad. The most help comes, I
was told, from the German Caritas.

There are no Catholic organizations
because of government restrictions.
However, they do have Catholic move-
ments, although they are not formally
organized. Groups of students, for ex-
ample, will meet informally, but not as
an organization. There are also some
secular institutes, but so far only for
women.

3

The top level of the government .

seems willing to get along with the
churches; but on the local leve] there
may be problems with officials who are
overtealous, over-restrictive, especially
on issues such as zoming for church
buildings, even when t he money i3
available.

There are often problems over

priests, for instance, doing social wel-
fare work, bringing food to people who
are in need, visiting the sick, or visit-

~ ing people in hospitals who are dying.

These matters are certainly of much
concern to the priests and to the
Church as a whole, and often there is
ahstrong ‘dispute and argument over
them. i
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COAT
SALE

fur trimmed

'118 to ¥138

untrimmed, req. '90 to *1 15
%69 to $79

A spectacular collection of these famous coats offers both
beautifully furred and untrimmed styles . , . solid colors,
mixtures in all the best colors. Sibley's Coats on Fashion

Floor 2 and all suburban stores.

{fur products labeled to show country of origin of

imported furs)
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