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Who Decides If Particular War Is Unjust?

(RNS Special)

The U,S. Catholic Bishops
favorably discussing recogni-
tion of selective conscientious
objection to military service
in Vietnam, in their pastoral
letter of Nov. 15, have given
ney heat to draft-disser{fl and

the peace movement.

Growing support for the
right to object to military ser-
vice, not universally but
selectively, (“some” wars are
unjust, not all) is raising a
thorny problem for religion
and politics. Who decides if
a particular war is unjust?

The issue may be a long
time away from a decision on
the floor of the Congress.

On moral and religious
levels, centuries of often-con-
flicting traditions are involv-
ed. These complexities are
dealt with in a new volume
called “The Just War” on-
force and political responsi-
bility by Princeton, (N.J.)
University theologian Paul
Ramsey.

) There can be no doubt that’

opposition to particular -wars -

has emerged in 1968 as a
most pressing moral concern.
Not a new comcept, selective
objection was officially en-
dorsed by no fewer than six
national and international re-
liglous groups in the last six
months,

Supporters included the
U.S, Conference of Roman
Catholic Bishops, the Luth-
eran Church in America, the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), the American Jew-
ish Congress, the Reformed
Church in America and the
World Council of Churches.

The Vietnam situation has
been a major factor moving
both religious and secular
units of society toward ap-
peals for government allow-
ance of objection to partici-
pation in specific mijlitary
conflicts, Present draft_ laws
do not recognize selective ob-
jection,

To many minds the Viet-
nam war is unjust and, there-
fore, may be opposed on
moral grounds. The issue of
“Just war”’ vs. “unjust war’
is the pivot on which discus-
sions of selective consclenti-
ous objection revolve.

The US. Catholic bishops
recommended “modifications
of the Sleloctlvciau&r:ll:: Act
making it possible, ough
mot easy, for so-called seloc-
tive conscientious objectors
to refuse . . . to serve in wars
which they comsMder umjust
or in branches of the service
. « . which would subjoct them
to the perfermance of actions
contrary to deeply held moral
convictions about Imdlscrimt-
nale killing . . .”

In a pastoral letter, the
bishops did not declare the
Vietham war unjust. They
did ask whother the destruc-
tion and suffering in the
Asian country have not de-
veloped “out of proportion to
the reasons for American in-
tervention. -

Their statement volced re-
ligious conviction that op-
portunities to expand justice
not be overlooked — in Viet-
nam or among US. young
men whose consclences cause
‘them to dissent from estab-
lished military policy.

All religious endorsements
of selective objection have
fiot directly linked advocacy
with theories of just and un-
Just wars. Yet the very word
“gelective” cannot escape the
implications of ethical de-
cision-making about the use
of military force.

The word adds a flexibil-
ity to morality absent from
universal objection to war
whether total opposition is
held by an individual or by
historic peace Churches such
as Brethren, Quaker, Advent-
ist and Mennonite,

Universal objection has
long been recognized in draft
regulations. Once limited only
to those with a belief in a
supreme being, a 1865 U.S.
Supreme Court decision, the
U.S. vs. Seeger, replaceq this
criterion with one based on
“religious training and be-
lief.”

None of the proposals that
the privilege of objection be
extended, without punitive
results, to non-universal cases
have advocated specific pro-
cedures for facilitating the
decision over the justification
of a particular war. Although
there are those who disagree,
Dr. Rasmey feels a legal
structure for the question is
essential and he declared: “No
political soclety can be found-
ed on a principle according
absolute rights to possibly
errant individual conscience.”

The theologian is disturb-
ed that “extremism in action,
reaction and counterreac-
tion” surrounding Vietnam
has muddled the whole mat-

COMMUNION PRIVILEGES

New Orleans — (NC) — Holy
Name Society members through-
out the New Orleans archdio-
cese have been granted per-
mission by Archbishop Philip
M. Hannan to receive Commun.

ion under both species.

The privilege, which will be-
come effective on Jan. 4, 1969,
will apply during a Mass to be
said on the first Saturday of
each month.

\

ter of selective conscientious
objection. He quotes the late
Father John Courtney Mur
ray, S.J., as saying that ‘‘the
issue of selective conscienti-
ous objecton must be dis-
tinguished from the issue of
the justice of the South Viet-
nam war.”

Emphasiing a point also
made by the US. Catholic
bishops, Dr. Ramsey goes
further and sees ne reason

’

“why conscientious objec-
tion to certain modes of war-
fare (such as nuclear) might
not be allowable grounds . . .
This would certainly become
a ground if there were inter-
national conventions proscri
ing the use of nuclear wea-
pons to which one’s nation
was a party.”

In this connection it is
germane to note that many
of the same religious groups

which have endorsed selec-
tive objection have asked for
speedy Senate passage of the
U.S.-Soviet nuclear non-pro-
liferation treaty. Should that
treaty be approved and with-
in Dr. Ramsey’s perspective,
a U.S. military engagement
which spread the availability
or danger of nuclear weapons
would be justifiable occasion
for young men to claim con-
scientious objector status.

The conditions for both
selective and universal oppo-
sition to war, he writes, de-
pend on the “discretion” —
the “forming and informing
influences upon political con-

'sciences” — found in society. .

He states that considerable
upgrading in the level of
political discourse is a neces-
sary pre-condition for realiza-
tion of the selective C.O.
status.

Regardless of the eventual
outcome of attempts to de-
termine who decides the jus-
tice or injustice of war and
wars, the discourse will go

' on. For the process, Father

Murray offered a pertinent
forwarning, If -moral and poli-

tical discourses are separated,

he said, “the necessary pub-
lic argument will degenerate
into a useless and harmful
quarrel.”

Baltimore —(RNS)— A Trap
pist priest on leave from his
order has established four
“houses of love” here, basing

'his work on the needs of the

local community and the writ-
ing of Jesuit Father Teilhard
de Chardin.

Father George Bryan expla/ins
that the purpose of the houses
he has established is to be a
point of ‘‘convergence of love”
in the neighborhood.

The native New Yorker es-
tablished his first hocuse in

Trappist Sets Up ‘Houses of Love’

April. The threestory- brick
house was followed by three

other buildings and most of

the money for the project
comes from the earnings of the
pricst who has taken a job
selling business copying ma-
chines.

There are no rules for the
houses, he explained, other
than the rules drawn up by the
people who use it. They are
all in so-called problem areas of

Baltimore and Father Bryan
hopes to have a total of 10
in operation by January.
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A great plaée to retire. ..

... a gracious way to live

® Permanent Mortgage with
Northwestern Mutual Life:
Insurance Co. of Mllwaukee

® Buﬂdlng Loan placed with

Lincoln Rochester Trust Co.

Now your dreams become a reality . . .with
Valley Manor. A 150-APARTMENT Residential
RETIREMENT CENTER fior those 62 and over.

NON-SECT ARIAN. Valley Manor offers

convenience, comfort and security for the

enjoyment of your golden years.
Before you make your retirement plans,

by all ‘means investigate Valley Manor.

-
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Location offers you privacy, but not isolation. There is complete freedom to come and go as you wish.
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wall-to-wall carpeting and drapes of your choice.
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spacious rooms air-conditioned and heated for your comfort .

provide the linens, towels and pillow cases.

THE VALLEY MANOR

Presbyterian Residence Center ﬁorparaiion
1175 East Avenue, Rochester, New York 14610

for information and appointment

Phone 442.56450

offers modern, sound-conditioned apartments, each with full bath, kitchenette,

. . Feel secure

twenty-four hours every day with on-premises nursing service with two call sta-
tions in your own apartment. A complete thirty-seven bed infirmary is also located

in the building. A weekly maid service frees you from heavy cleaning. We even

Downtown Rochester is only minutes away by bus, the eastern expressway two blocks. Inclement weather will
not encroach on your visiting friends or enjoying the many activities of your choice right in VALLEY MANOR.
There are many extra conveniences too: Twenty-four hour building security, in building parking, mo‘dern

laundry room, plentiful storage, rooms for private entertaining, library, a chapel for services and meditation.

OCCUPANCY of VALLEY MANOR is by purchase of a “Life Lease’” with a "Monthly Maintenance Charge."

The "“Monthly Maintenance Charge’* includes: Rent — All utilities — telephone — two meals per day —
twenty-four hour emergency nurse service, infirmary care (details on request) — weekly maid service plus
linens, towels, pillow cases — extensive hobby and crafts — central TV antenna — intercom — parking —

Recent meetin s‘ of cl
men have resoux%ded wit|
theme that Christian Chu
in the East have come o
"I“hey have passed beyon
‘mission” stage toward 3
er employment of indig
forms and styles with Jes

tural dependen, /
parent, Chu,rchesc.'y o W
! i

At the same time, more
one religious thinker i
West has bheen suggesting
Christianity  should app
Eastern religions not mer:
a missionary spirit but
attempt to add its own
ledge and perceptions.

Numerous incidents in
both the growth and the
matization of Christianity :
Omgnt: In Japan, the numl
Christians approach the
lion mark, almost one pel
of the total population.

In India, a new, ,indig
Roman Catholic religious
en’s _order adopted a
strikingly different from
of most Catholic nuns an
that has immediate signif;
to _Indians of any faith -
bright saffron robes tradi
ly associated with Hind:
Buddhist holy men.

Orienta) ideas of color
had another impact in
Kong, where the Chinese

- symnbolism prevails and

means mourning, red a
riage. These have been ad
new in--€Catholic-Church i

At the Asia-South I
Congress on Evangelism in
apore, Wee Hian Chua, as:
gemeral secretary of the
national Fellowship of
gelical Students of Hong
noted that Christianity h
yet convinced one billion
people in Asia. If it is to
he said, it must not sla
adopt Western methodolog

Most Aslans reject Chr
ity as a Western religion
sadd. “This means that we
communicate the unch:
Gospel In the thought-pa
amd culture-forms of ow
nation.”

Only a few generalizatio
possible in discussing an
that includes India, Burm:
lom, Indonesia, North and
Vietnam, China, Korea, al
pamn. But the similarities
ife of Christlans then
significant. Prevailing cont
and trends include the foll(

@Throughout the reg
Christianity remains a re
ly small part of the popu

OIt exists amid ancient
developed cultures whic
usually dominated by o
more of the major Easte
liglous: Islam, Buddhism,
daism, Shinto and Taoism

@The customs, though
texrns and basic outlook of
culdtures generally have a
ing difference from the
erm ideas, based largly on
plxilosophy, which are the
comnceptual vocabulary of (
fanity.

@®In virtually all of the
tries in question, Christ
has met firm governmer
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THE TRUE OLD-S!




