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Every Day 'Christmas' at Hospitality House 
FOINSETTIAS 

B y PATRICK FARREN 

Christmas decorations were 
put u p last weekend a t St. Jo

seph's House o f Hospitality, 
and just after the Saturday 

• night meal a man was seen 
running down South Avenue 
with a statue of a pipe-playing 
shepherd under his arm. 

Probably he would hock the 
statue for the price of a pint 
of wine. 

That incident illustrates one 
of t h e crucial and difficult 
questions on the rationale of 
houses of hospitality. The 
question is: aren ' t yon Just sub
sidizing the alcoholism of 
many of the men whom you 
feed and clothe? 

It 's a legitimate question, 
and, for those who work at 
houses of hospitality, a troubl
ing one, rather like the prob
lem of suffering. 

For at 402 South Ave. these 
days, as for the past 27 years, 
some of Rochester's forgotten 
people are being remembered 
daily, with food, with clothing, 
and with a sympathetic re
sponse. 

Every evening except Sunday 
there's a 5:30 supper, with a 
menu which varies according 
to t h e contributions received. 
Usually, the meal consists of 
a thick, steaming soup com
posed of a half-dozen vege
tables and perhaj>s some meat; 
several slices of raisin bread 
alongside the soup bowl; two 
bologna sandwiches, and cof
fee. 

I t ' s not gourmet fare, but as 
one of the few surviving free 
restaurants, where no ques
tions are asked and no sermons 
delivered, St. Joseph's House 

AMONG HOUSE V I S I T O R S — Bishop F u l t o n J . 
Sheen is p i c t u r e d d u r i n g a visit to t h e H o u s e of 
Hospitali ty. T h e Bishop c h a t t e d w i t h t h e m e n , 

he lped serve t h e food a n d passed out c iga r s . 

enjoys a g o o d reputation 
among its clientele. 

The waiting room is opened 
early these cold days, and 
closed late. It's a place to sit 
out of the cold winds and 
watch TV and smoke. Or just 
relax, away from the prying 
eyes of shoppers and the hos

tile, movc-on-buddy stares of 
the cops. 

On Saturdays clothes are 
iriven out, everything from 
overcoats to underwear, cloth
ing which has been donated by 
widows and by couples who 
don't want to ignore the poor. 
But the most asked-for items 
this winter — overshoes, rub

bers, gloves, caps and thermal 
underwear—are in far too 
short supply. Many of the men 
must be asked to " t ry again in 
a few days." 

Not all of t h e men who make 
use of the house of hospitality 
are "winos" — although the 
empty bottles of white port 
which litter the parking lot 
next to the building testify to 
the habitual hopelessness with 
which many o f them coexist. 

Some are retired men with 
cheap rooms, whose social se
curity doesn't stretch far 
enough; men also whose fami
lies in suburbia don't want 
them or can't take them in; 
men too proud to go to the 
poorhouse but, really, too poor 
not to go. 

Men who a r e veterans, who 
feel strangely rejected by the 
country which they served . . . 
men passing through town, 
going somewhere or nowhere 
and carrying little but the 
memory that things used to be 
better for them. . . men who 
are low-skilled and finding 
that there a re more and more 
like them and fewer and fewer 
jobs which they can do. 

Hippies and cripples, drop
outs and day laborers, wayfar
ers and winos, poormen and 
blackmen, veterans and Indi
ans, old men, and boys who 
turn old too soon. These are 
those who come, who are re
ceived with a t least some sup
per and some recognition of 
their humanness. 

Many want to talk, beneath 
the crustiness which is the 
universal protection against 
more hurt. Occasionally the 
stories are really tragic; usual
ly they're merely pathetic.The 
seminary reject who was only 

a year away from ordination. 
The ex-pilot who had trouble 
getting work after Korea be
cause back in his home state 
he was just "another nigger." 

The professional dishwasher 
who found that his experience 
didn't count and that too many 
youngsters would work for less 
than he could afford. The em
bittered Indian who puts his 
sandwiches into his shopping-
bag for breakfast. 

The lurching, white-haired 
deviate who always needs a 
new overcoat because hesinges 
the one he has on, sleeping on 
the steampipes in the old tun
nels along the river. The twen-
tyjsix-year-old w h o started 
drinking heavily when his girl 
friend went into the state hos
pital. The ex-barber who can't 
work because his hands shake, 
whose hands shake because he 
drinks and who drinks because 
he can't work. The man who 
lost a finger on the job and 
keeps talking—like the charac
ter in "Of Mice and Men"—of 
the big "settlement" which 
probably won't come. 

The men who go between 
the county pen and the coun
ty home, the penned-in, the 
homeless. Those called by so
ciety the underachievers, the 
underprivileged, the "bums." 

There a re other things going 
on at St. Joseph's House these 
days. A citizens' group called 
Emergency Relief for Nigeria/ 
Biafra has been using the 
house since August as an of
fice. A Legion of Mary group 
meets there very Tuesday 
night. Friends of the house 
gather every second Saturday 
for Mass in the upstairs chapel 
and breakfast discussions. 

Posters from SCXC and t h e 
Resistance, on the grape strike 
and conscientious objection, 
hang on the bulletin boards. 
And-o f course copies of t h e 
Catholic Worker newspaper 
and cups of hot coffee are a l 
ways available to those who 
stop in. 

But the main work i s feed
ing the jnen, and as for t h e 
question of whether the house 
of hospitality helps subsidize 
alcoholics by giving them a 
free meal or a clean shirt, per
haps, in some cases, it does. 
Or perhaps, on the other hand, 
it helps give a man some new 
confidence or helps him keep 
some self-respect 

Perhaps some are able t o 
buy another bottle because 
they've received a hot meal, 
but maybe the possibility erf 
some free food helps decrease 
t h e number of muggings and 
petty thievery. 

What it comes down t o is t h e 
practicality of life, which i s 
often impractical: whether o r 
not it makes sense to feed t h e 
hungry, whether o r not cloth
ing the naked and counseling 
the doubtful are worthwhile, 
whether or not one is willing 
to see also the next man as a 
person, regardless of . race, 
creed o r alcoholic content. 

There are problems a s usual 
at St. Joseph's House these 
days, especially the frustration 
that so many must eventually 
be turned out into t h e cold 
after supper at night. But 
there's also a sense of progress 
and possibility, a joy at the re 
awakening of interest in t h e 
work of the house, and a satis
faction at the providing of hos
pitality. Daily, i t feels like 
Christmas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene W. Bergln (left) nre general chairmen and Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Yurgealltis honorary chairman for the Notre Dame Uni

versity Alumni Club ball Dec. 27 at Oak Hill Country Club. 

Noire Dame Alumni Schedule Dance 

St. Martin Campaign 
At 66 P. C of Goal 

With 66 per cent of its $100,000 
goal attained b y l*st^Weanesday4or 
efforts were contirruing this week '" 
in the campaign for the St. Mar
tin de Porres Center Develop
ment Fund. 

Aim of the drive is purchase 
„.• construction of a larger build
ing to replace the Center's small 
headquarters at 537 Clinton Ave. 
N.. as well as funds for operation 
during 1969-70. 

A n annual event for more 
than 40 years, this year's buf
fet and ball of the Notre 
Dame University Alumni Club 
is scheduled nt 7:30 p.m. Fri
day, Dec. 27, a t the Oak Hill 
Country Club. 

This year's theme will be 

French, and Invitations were 
sent out in thai language. 
Gifts for the ladies will be a 
French lipstick, the cuisine 
will feature French pastries, 
and a "roving French pho
tographer" will snap candids. 
Music will bo by I,cn Hnwloy's 
orchestra. 

With many cards still unre
ported, and solicitation through 
the mail continuing. Thomas H. 
Brenna and Alfred G. Boylan, 
campaign committee chairmen, 
expressed confidence that the 
goal will be attained. 

A report meeting for the near
ly 200 volunteers serving on the 
campaign cornmltte was sched
uled Dec. 19. 

Fr. Contegiacomo 

Receives Gift 

Teachers Plan New School 
The lay teachers of the Acad

emy of the Sacred Heart, hoping 
to launch a new school In Sep
tember, will Inspect a proposed 
site tomorrow. 

The six teachers are planning 
a non - sectarian elementary 
school to take the place, In part, 
of the old Catholic private 
school, which will go out of 
business in June. Some Acad
emy parents a re working with 
them. 

After a meeting Tuesday, Mrs. 
Raul Casper, one of the teach
ers, reported that legal require
ments had been studied and 

"no snags as that there were 
yet." 

"We are optimistic for a Sep
tember opening," shr added. 

Mrs. Casper said the school 
about 150 girls, with no more 
than 20 In a class. There would 
be an expanded language pro
gram, "art, definitely, and pos
sibly typing and home eco
nomics." 

Nuns of the Society of the 
Sacred Heart have conducted 
the Prince Street School for 103 
years. Its closing this June was 
announced a year ago. The new 
school would have no connection 
with the religious order. 

DON'T 

GAMBLE 

CHANGE 

TO 

Committee includes Mr. and 
Mrs. Kugene Bergin, Mr. and 
Mm. Eugene Yurgealitis. Mrs. 
Mrs. Jack Nve Duffy, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Wurver, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwnrd Yohon, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vincent Sullivan. Mr. 
and Mrs Sidney Wilkin and 
Mr. and Mrs Paul Parker 

ATTACK UNEMPLOYME1SH' 

Philadelphia — (NC) — 
More than 400 suppliers and 
contractors doing business with 
the Philadelphia archdiocese 
have been notified that failure 
to cooperate in programs to al
leviate chronic unemployment 
could result in the removal of 
business firms from the arch-
diocesan list of acceptable bid
ders. 

From Papils 
Father Sebastian Contcgiaco-

mo, pastor of Most Precious 
Blood parish left yesterday for 
a Christmas visit with relatives 
in Italy. This is Father Contegia-
como's first tr ip to his homeland 
in several decades. 

He carried with him a very 
special Christmas gift from the 
100 pupils of his parish school 
When they learned that Father's 
voyage coincided w i t h their 
school play, they decided to pre
sent him with all the proceeds 
from the admission price, over 
$160. 

The school play was an origi
nal drama written and directed 
by Mrs. Richard 3. Triano and 
her sister, Sandra Manel, teach
ers at the school. 

Among contributions to date, 
Brenna said, is a $5,000 gift from 
a local foundation. 

Temporary campaign head
quarters a re open at 562 Main 
St. E.. 454-1950. 

Chicago Priests 

Fight Arms Base 
Chicago — (NC) — The As

sociation of Chicago Priests 
(ACP) passed a resolution op
posing installation of a missile 
base in the Chicago area and 
urging that no Church property 
be sold for a missile site. 

The resolution said: "The 
ACP. in support of the state
ment in the recent bishops' let
ter which warns against con
tinuation of the nuclear arms 
race, resolves to oppose the in 
stallation of Sentinel ABM mis
siles in the Chicago area 
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NEW ONI 

lor 

$49.95 
(Caih I Carry) 

Tfca IS yr. 
Clan Un*d 

458-5000 

Hous* of Water Hvaters 
A D«»t. • { Mattgtr 1 lr tytr Cm. 

SINCE im 

gas heat 
Don't trust to luck . . . protect 
your family's comfort nnd your 
pockelbook with International of 
Utica gas heat. Just think—you 
get a full 20-YEAR WAR
RANTY on any International 
furnace you select! Come see . . . 
come save. Get our free heating 
survey today! 

DECEMBER SPECIAL 

ASTLOW AS * 5 * 9 5 Per Week 

CALL ANYTIME 458-2846 

ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC HEATING CORP. 
1459 LAKE AVE., near Kodak 

COMFORT FOR SALE 

"See Us About Total Living Comfort" 

THE INN PLACE 
for 
Christmas 
Festivities 

Christmas Eve: 

Treat the family to Candleligfit 
Dining in our beautifully deco
rated Country Mill and Sibley 
Room. Santa Claus will have gifts 
for the youngsters. Carolling 
while you dine. Wake reserva
tions now. 

Christmas Day: 

festive Christmas menu served 
from noon to 9 p.m. Children 
half price. Souvenir book of 
tradition! Christmas Carols and 
Folk Songs for Mom. Gifts for 
the youngsters. 

[If j Tread way Inn 
East Ave. at Alexander 

325-5O10 

Carl H. Zi t r in , Innkeeper 

$1°° per bloom 
3 to 20 Bloom Plants 
Red - White - Pink 

[gr, (long lasting varieties) 

Delivery at a 
nominal fee. 

467-4654 

*)h&mhox 
ENTRANCE AT 

1623 Portland Ave. & 1165 Ridge fid. E. 
(Just Bilcw* Northiid. Hospital) <*•• IM. Irond.quoit) 

OPEN DAILY 8-8, SAT. & SUN. 8 to 5 

Experience 
the genuine 

thrill of giving 

STETSON'S NEW THEME 

SONG FOR WIVES AND 

SWEETHEARTS. IF HE'S A 

LITTLE FUSSY, BUY HIM 

A STETSON GIFT CERTIFI

CATE FOR HIS BIRTHDAY 

OR FOR CHRISTMAS. 

STETSON HATS *T W* - . , 
MALL0RY HATS . 1 2 " . , „ 
RUFFS HATS « 795 - „ 

SIZES 6'/J to 8, BOTH REGULAR AND LONG OVAL 

CHARGE IT WITH 

American Exprtts Dinars Club Midland 

RAFF'S 
HATTERS 

& 

FURNISHERS 
187 E. MAIN ST. COR. STONE 

LINCOLN ROCHESTER TRUST BUILDING 

Canadian 
THE IMPORTED CANADIAN WHISKY 

WITH THE ROYALTA.STE 

BLENDED CANADIAN WHISKY 80 PROOF-IMPORTED BY JAS. BARCLAY IMPORTERS, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

JThe 
I Discovery 

Ishop 
Si 
I IN 
1 FISHERS, N.Y. 

WISHES 

ALL 

ITS 

FRIENDS 

& 

| CUSTOMERS 

A VERY 
I MERRY CHRISTMAS 
mfmmmmmmmmmmwiwmmimvmwmt 

A hearty "Merry Christ 
irias" to the students of Car 
dlnal Mooney High Schoo 
who will prepare and delivei 
Christmas baskets to U 
needy families; to the stu 
dents who will give 20 elder 
ly m e n and women at the St 
Joseph Center Christmas gifts 
and t o the students who wil 
host a party for the childrei 
in t h e ecumenical schools o 
Mt. Olivet and Emmanue 
Presbyterian Churches. 

Happy "Break-a-Legs" an 
due meinbers of the Glei 
Club of Bishop Kearney Higl 
School, who will join th< 
Kearney Concert Band, oi 
Sunday, Dec. 22, at 8 p.m., fo 
a medley of Christmas music 

W e extend the "Peace o 
the Incarnate Word" to thos 
young men and women o 
Mt. Carmel High School h 
Auburn who sent the Carnu 
lite Fathers in Vietnam ove 
1000 pairs of slippers for th 
shoeless i n that country. 

To the concert band an 
chorus of Cardinal Moone 
High School, our "Best Wisl 
es" for a successful perforn 
ance of "A Song of Peace" t 
be given Saturday, Dec. 21 
at 8:15 p.m. 

"Christmas Greetings t 
the students of Aquinas Ii 
stitute, who will gather an 
deliver food to the city's poc 
on Christmas Eve. 

To the students of Bisho 
Kearney High School who wi 
do t h e same; and to thos 
students who will be spendin 
several days of their vacatio 
serving the poor in Proje< 
REACH, Perkinsville, we e: 
tend our wishes for an abui 
dance of "Christ's Blessings 
at th is season. 

"Best Wishes" at this hoi 

The Cardinal Moon 
the Christinas com 
Brother John Larre 

Dr. Wendell R. Ames, dire 
of t h e Monroe County Dep 
ment of Health, has issued 
following recommendations 
comments regarding the 
break of Hong Kong flu in 
community: 

1—For the average per 
the illness is relati 
mild and is character 
by fever, muscle aches, 
abdominal and respira 
upsets. 
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