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London: Second Thoughts on New Abortion Law 
By JOHN A. GREAVES 

-<NC News Service) 

London — C o n c e r n is 
mounting in Britain over the 
effects of the country's new 
abortion laws, which came 

into force just over five 
rhonths ago. 

Already more than 14,000 
women have had legal abor­
tions, including some 0,000 
of them free through the Na­
tional Health Service. It is 
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estimated that the figure will 
reach 30,000 by the end of 
the first 12 months. 

About 40 per cent of these 
operations have taken ' place 
in private nursing homes and 
from all reports the law has 
now legalized and encourag­
ed the abortionist profiteers 
that the sponsors of the law 
claimed it would suppress. 

Opponents of the act had 
claimed that in practice i t 
would allow abortion on de­
mand through the National 
Health Service because of the 
"social clause," which per­
mits abortion when pregnancy 
or birth not only affects the 
physical or mental health of 
the mother, but also of any 
existing child and allows the 
total social environment of 
the mother to be taken into 
account. 

Three o p e r a t i n g room 
nurses at Lansdowne hospi­
tal in Cardiff, Wales, have re­
signed for religious and 
moral reasons because of a 
twelvefold increase in abor­
tions there since the new act 
came into force. 

Other hospitals are also re-
p o r t i n g resignations from 
their nursing and operating 
room staffs, many of whom 
are Irish and Catholic. 

Hospitals generally are un­
derstaffed in this country 
and the situation can be ex­
pected to get worse with the 
reluctance of at least a per­
centage of their Catholic staff 
members to be involved. 

•prof. T. N. Jeffercoate, pro­
fessor of obstetrics and gyne­
cology at Liverpool Univer­
sity, said in a recent lecture 
that many young doctors 
without economic or profes­
sional security arc being 
coerced Into ending pregnan­
cies when they could find lit­
tle justification for doing so. 

Many doctors sAso, especial­
ly the younger ones, feel they 
might Jeopardize their ca­
reers if they followed their 
consciences in the matter 
and others still feared legal 
action — possible under the 
law in some cases — if they 
refused a request for an abor­
tion, he added. 

"We nro approaching a 
situation which already ob­
tains in many European 
countries where a doctor em-
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ployed by the state has to 
perform operations which he 
regards as unethical, other­
wise he loses his employ­
ment," Prof. Jeffercoate said. 

In Dublin, Prof. A. H. 
Browne, president-elect of 
the Biology Society of the 
Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in Ireland, de­
scribed the new act as "a 
catastrophe." 

The Observer, national Sun­
day newspaper, recentlv said 
that London is on the way to 

becoming virtually the abor­
tion capital of the West, with 
abortion virtually available 
on demand. 

"London not only has more 
legal abortionists at work 
than any other Western city 
but many of them who are 
in private practice are ac­
tively looking for business," 
it said. 

A pregnancy advisory ser­
vice has opened in London to 
advise women where they 
may get an abortion. 

Nuns Organize 
Councils 
ROCKVILLE CENTER, N.Y. 

(RNS) — The major superiors 
of 30 communities of nuns work­
ing in the Rockville Centre Di­
ocese have approved the forma­
tion of a permanent conference 
to foster, better communications 
between the bishop and nuns. 

Also approved was the crea­
tion of a Sisters Advisory Coun­
cil to serve as a consultative 
body on all diocesan matters 
affecting the lives of the reli­
gious women. 

There are some 2,000 nuns 
from 30 religious communities 
working in the diocese, and i t 
is expected that they will elect 
41 representatives. I 

Ecumenical Teaching Project Launched 
Cincinnati - (RNS) - An ecumenical team 

teaching project has been introduced here for re-
ieased-time public school students in an experi­
mental religious education program. 

Sponsors are the Catholic archdiocese and the 
Council of Christian Communions. Third and 
fourth grade groups' are involved in the Initial 
p hase. 

"Most of the children in the experiment are 
n-on-Catholic Appalachians and Negroes," an or­
ganizer said. Specific doctrines are not taught, 
b-ut the children are instructed on the life of 
Christ, the world in which he lives and the basic 
principles of Christian living. 
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Nylon Plush 
In every way this glamorous plush 
carpet says " I 'm real luxury . ' ' It has a 
lush springy pile of 100% nylon pile. 
Alexander Smith Carpets has construct­
ed this carpet to look better longer. If 
comes in soft, clean colors that go with 
any decorating scheme. 
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