
'The Fixer'a 'Must 'Film- NCOMP 
Catholic Press Features 

New York—The film ver
sion of Bernard Malamud's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel 
about anti-Semitism in Czarist 
Russia, "The Fixer," has been 
lauded by the national Catho
lic film office as having as 
much importance as the re-, 
port of the National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disor
ders in attacking racism. 

"The Fixer," said the na
tional Catholic Office • for 
Motion Pictures, "is not just 
a colorful rendering of an 
historical record. I t is about 
the injustice of all forms of 
anti-Semitism present and 
past—including the incredible_ 
anomaly of those Christians 
infected with it—and, by ex
tension, the irrational roots 
of all man's inhumanity to 
his fellow man. 

"For Americans, the film's 
theme should have as much 
significance as the Kerner 
report on the civil disturb
ances which plague our coun
try." 

Malamud's story, which won 
both the Pulitzer Prize and 
the National Book Award for 
fiction in 1967, is about a 
Jewish handyman living in 
Kiev during a violent wave of 
anti-Semitism at the turn of 
the century. He is falsely ac
cused of what appears to be a 

Titual murder of a young boy 
and his stubborn refusal to 
"confess," despite physical 
abuse and deprivation, leads 
to international interest in 
his case. At film's end, his 
oppressors give in to the 
public trial he has demanded. 

The central character, Yakov 
Bok, is portrayed by Alan 
Bates, with secondary and 
other minor roles played by 
Dirk Bogarde, Hugh Griffith, 
Elizabeth Hartman and Jack 
Gilford. It was directed by 
John Frenkheimer and filmed 
in Hungary. 

In its "Catholic Film News-

AJan Bates as a Jewish handyman falsely accused 
of murder in "The Fixer," a film about anti-

Semitism in Czarist Russia. 

letter" commentary on "The 
Fixer," NCOMP observed: 

"Without choosing it, Ka-
kov Bok becomes the sym-
brutality is exaggerated or ir
relevant to our modern 

times. Nothing could be furth
er from the truth." 

"Some viewers, far re
moved in time and space from 
these historical events," the 
review said, referring to the 

film, "might feel that so 
much physical an dspiritual 
bolic victim of injustice and 
prejudice. During the course 
of his imprisonment and the 
indignities and b r u t a l i t y 
which this entails, Bok comes 
to the determination that as 
a man, and especially as a 
Jew, he must take a political,? 
stand and commit himself to 
the struggle against tyranny. 

"Alan Bates in the role 
of the fixer is excellent as 
the 'kind of man who finds it 
perilous just to be alive.' 
Bates projects a quiet, inte
rior strength of character 
which makes credible Bok's 
decision to vindicate all vic
tims of official state oppres
sion by refusing to accept a 
face-saving pardon from the 
Czar." 

"But 'The Fixer' essentially 
stands on Frenkheimer's care
fully composed images which 
create a mood of foreboding 
disaster and then of grim, 
unrelenting misery," NCOMP 
noted. "The action scenes, in 
a film which necessarily 
works within a claustrophobic 
frame for much of its length 
(many of the scenes occur in 
a prison cell), stand out vivid
ly. The horrors of the pogrom 
which introduce us to the 
world of the ghetto particu
larly catch in the memory." 

NCOMP concluded its re
view with the comparison to 
the Kerner report. 

Two Sets of Film Ratings Similar 
New York—Catholic film-

goers now have two sets of 
film ratings they can consuit 
—those of the National Cath
olic Office for Motion Pic
tures, and those of the Motion 
Picture Association of Amer
ica—and the first available 
comparison shows that the 
MPAA and NCOMP see films 
pretty much the same way. 
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Thirty films have been rated 
by both the MPAA and 
NCOMP since the movie-in
dustry rating plan went into 
effect November 1. Of these, 
23 received similar classifica
tions from both agencies. In 
four other cases, NCOMP was 
the more severe, and in three, 
the more lenient. 

How closely the MPAA rat
ings come to NCOMP's will be 
an important determining fac
tor for the future of the lat
ter. The Rev. Patrick J. Sul
livan, S.J., NCOMP's executive 
secretary, told newsmen re
cently that if the MPAA's 
rating system proved success
ful, he would recommend to 
the U.S. Bishops' Committee 
for Motion Pictures that they 
"re-evaluate" NCOMP's sys
tem. 

In judging MPAA's ratings, 
Father Sullivan said, NCOMP 
would take into account the 
ratings themselves, how well 
they are publicized and how 
well they are followed by the 
theaters. 

Among the 30 films rated 
by both the MPAA and 
NCOMP, four were con
demned by the Catholic film 
office, and all four received 
either an "R" or an "X" 
rating from the MPAA. "R" 
stands for "Restricted," mean
ing persons under 16 are not 
admitted unless accompanied 
by a parent or adult guardian. 
"X" means no_jme under 18 
is admitted at all. (In some 
slates, the age limit is 17 or 
even 18.) 

The four "C" films are 
"The Girl on a Mtorcycle," 
which received an MPAA 
"X." It is a film about a 
iiymphomaniac, which was 
condemned because it is "sex
ually explicit;" "Birds in 
Peru," condemned for being 
"graphically suggestive," also 
received an "X"; "The Ma
gus," condemned for "the 
explicit treatment of several 
sexual sequences," got an 
"R," as did "The Fox," a film 
about lesbianism. I t was re
leased prior to the Nov. 1 
starting date for MPAA rat
ings but was included anyway. 

Four of the 30 films re
ceived a "B" or "morally ob
jectionable in part for all" 
rating from NCOMP, and of 
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those 4, 3 were given an "R" 
rating by the MPAA, and one 
was rated "M," which means 
"suggested for mature audi
ences: parental discretion ad
vised." 

The "M" went to "Im
passe," which NCOMP "B'd" 
because of "derogatory racial 
implications, excessive bru
tality and suggestive se
quences." The "R" films, 
along with NCOMP objections, 
were: '"fhe Touchables" (a "tit
illating male sexual fantasy"), 

"Joanna" ("visuals immerse 
viewers in a promiscuous and 
degenerate life") and "Lady 
in Cement," a Frank Sinatra 
detective film objected to by 
NCOMP for "vulgar" and ob
scene dialogue, nudity and 
indecent treatment." 

The MPAA put 9 of the 30 
films into its "G" or "suggest
ed for general audiences" 
category and found NCOMP 
in general agreement, the 
Catholic Film Office rating 
those films either A-l ("mor
ally unobjectionable for gen
eral patronage") or A-2 ("mor
ally u n o b j e c t i o nable for 
adults and adolescents"). 

Unlike NCOMP, the MPAA 
has no rating that distinguish
es an adolescent audience 
from a general audience; 
there is no rating between the 
MPAA's "G" for general au
diences and "M" for mature 
audiences. Interestingly, the 
old Legion of Decency went 
25 years before creating a 
separate rating for adoles
cents. 

The 9 "G" films and their 
NCOMP ratings are: "An 
Angel in My Pocket" (A-l); 
"Backtrack" (A-2); "Hellflghtr 
ers" (A-2); "The Horse In 
the Gray Flannel Suit" (A-l); 
"Kenner" (A-2); "The Mar
riage Came Tumbling Down" 
(A-2); "The Shoes of the 
Fisherman" (A-2); "Subma
rine X-l" (A-l), and "Yellow 
Submarine" (A-l). 

NCOMP had a different 
opinion on four other "0" 
films, deciding they belonged 
in the A-3 or "morally un
objectionable for a d u l t s " 
category. These five are: 
"The Great C a t h e r i n e , " 
"House of Cards," "The Im
possible Years," and "Les 
Gauloises Bleues." 

But on three other films, 
NCOMP was more lenient 
than the MPAA. "Corruption" 
got an "R" (Restricted) rating 
from the MPAA but only an 
adult A-3 from NCOMP. The 
same was true for "The Prin
cess." And "Strategy of Ter
ror" got an "M" (for mature 
audiences) from the MPAA 
while NCOMP gave it an A-l. 

Six films received an "M" 
from the MPAA and an equiv
alent A-3 from NCOMP: "Bet
ter a Widow," "Buona Sera, 
Mrs. Campbell," "Decline and 
Fall of a Bird Watcher," 
"The Fixer," "More Dead 
Than Alive," and "The Try-
gon Factor." 

(Catholic Press Features) 

2 Family Films 

Recommended 
The national Catholic film 

office has recommended two 
new films for family audi
ences: "Paper Lion" and "Yel
low Submarine." 

"Paper Lion," about writer 
George Plimpton's experi
ences while trying out as a 
pro quarterback with the De
troit Lions football team, was 
described by NCOMP as a 
"pleasant diversion," but the 
film office added: "This is 
that too rare kind of film 
that parents can take the 
children to and not be either 
embarrassed or bored to death 
themselves." 

"Yellow Submarine," a full-
length cartoon musical featur
ing the Beatles, was described 
by NCOMP as "an enterpris
ing and creative piece of en
tertainment" that 'deserves to 
find an audience far larger 
than those who follow the ups 
and downs of the record 
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Shopporlunitu 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES in tune with modern living 

I I ' By Ruth DeMallie ,_ . | 

\ 

WINE IMPORTS 

A recent visit to HENNER'S 
International Wine Rooms, 544-
554 Chili Avenue by the Rt. Hon. 
Ernest Marples, English member 
of Parliament, resulted in a 
large special purchase by Hen-
ner's of an assortment of Estate 
Bottled Red and White Burgun
dies—all the great vintage of 
1966. All are standard large 24 
oz. size. 

Henner's made the great buy 
not only because of the quantity 
purchase, but because Estate 
Bottled Wines Ltd. of New York, 
U.S. distributors, are changing 
business locations. 

The Rt. Hon. Marples and his 
wife, Ruth, themselves vineyard 
owners in FLEURIE personally 
selected the wine purchased by 
Henner's. 

Hhere is where the consumer 
benefits during the Holiday Sea
son! 

The wine types are: FLEURIE, 
POUILLY, FUISSE, MACON 
VIRE; MOULIN A VENT, 
BEAUJOLAIS V I L L A G E S , 
BROUILLY, and CHENAS. 

The price is $2.29 per bottle, 
3 for $5.99 or $22.50 for a solid 
or assorted case of 12 bottles. 
Free Delivery. Phone 235-7674 

DONALD'S AT NEW ADDRESS 

Mr. Donald and his 14 talent
ed hair stylists now at 1365 Cul
ver Road in all new salon 
specially designed for your re
laxation and comfort, while you 
have the finest in hair styling, 
coloring, manicuring. The new 
Donald's on Culver Road is near 
Bay Street. There's a large, free 
parking lot but a stone's throw 
away on Merchants Road . . . 
Bus stops just a few steps away. 
DONALD'S of East Avenue has 
earned a fabulous reputation for 
hair styling—Now visit DON
ALD'S convenlnetly located at 
1365 Culver Road in their new 
deluxe Spanish-style salon. Call 
654-8700 for an appointment 
with your favorite stylist. 

DEAR READERS: 

Here's something new in the 
"Courier-Journal"! 

SHOPPORTUNITY featuring 
newsy tips telling where to find 
bona fide values in shopping 
needs for you, your family and 
your home is being introduced 
this week. This is also your col
umn for exchange of ideas . . . 
Send in helpful hints and re
cipes that you would like to 
share. 

Be a SHOPPORTUNIST and 
follow this regular column. For 
information regarding advertis
ing, please call the Courier-
Journal advertising office, 454-
7050. Ask for Ruth, your Shop-
portunity gal. 

G R E E T I N G S to my old 
friends; I hope to be meeting 
new friends along the way. See 
you next weel^ . . . 

Ruth 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Good News for you planning 
an office or club party RUND'S, 
the House of Good Food, offers 
delicious holiday menus for 
groups of 10 or more at just $2 
per person for lunches and $4 
per person for dinners. Price in 
eludes complete meal, tax and 
gratuity. You can count on 
Rund's for festive party atmos
phere and deluxe service as well 
as good food. For reservations 
call 473-3891, RUND'S, 2581 W. 
Henrietta Road. 

SALE—SMALL APPLIANCES 

Christmas-Timed to save you 
money, CHARLOTTE APPLI
ANCE is now closing out on 
toasters, irons, mixers, percola
tors, etc. at below cost! Choose 
from Hoover, GE, Sunbeam at 
amazingly low prices. What 
better gift than a gift of con
venience for the home? Visit 
CHARLOTTE APPLIANCE, 320O 
Lake Ave. 663-5050. Open eves. 

COSMETIC EXPERTISE 

Mrs. Mary Johnston of DE-
ONE'S shares her experience in 
cosmetology with wonion who 
warat to look their best. Make
up is not hastily purchased in 
hlt-or-miss fashion—instead you 
loam how to apply your make
up and what products and 
shades are harmonious to your 
particular type. Many top lines 
of cosmetics und Fashion Tress 
Wigs carried. 

THE LITTLE GIFT-A huge 
selection of Grab Bag gtft.s Just 
SI and $2 that are most accept
able 

D>EONE'S the only shop of 
its kind—its devoted exclusively 
to cosmetics and porsonul beauty 
aids, is at Greece Towne Mall, 
just tnside West entrance. 277-
136C. Open 10 am • 9:30 pm in
cluding Sat. 

WHAT ABOUT HAIR STYLES? 

Short to medium length and 
lots of curl, says Mr. Charles 
Martin of PARTY-TIME HAIR 
STYLES. Smoothness is out; 
curls are in with the close-to-
thc-head look gaining popular
ity. 

Hurrah for the curley set that 
you can comb and brush and 
still keep your style in all week! 
(The smooth look was of such 
fleeting duration). How to 
achieve the look—A good cut, a 
curly perm—not to be confused 
with kinky! Call PARTY-TIME 
HAIR STYLES, 621-3870, 2892 
Dewey Avenue. Open till 9, 
Tues. Thurs., Fir.. Mon., Wed. 
and Sat. till 5. 

DON'T SQUEEZE —USE FEE'S 

Used by prominent clubs and 
restaurants throughout the coun
try, FEE'S concentrated Cock
tail Mixes give the professional 
touch in drink fixing. Recipes 
are on the labels. Cocktail Mixes 
(use as desired) Froth Mixer 
in lemon and lime (whiskey 
sours and daiquiris) Cordial 
Syrups, cremo do menthe and 
creme do cocoa (Use as-is on 
ice cream). FEE'S, manufactur
ed in Rochester, sold at SIB-
LEV'S, WEGMAN'S and many 
other fine food stores. 

GIFT IDEA 

For just S6.0O you can order 
a year's subscription to the 
Courier-Journal for a gift they 
can enjoy all year! Call 454-7050 
to order. 

LI 

NEW! RED STAR YEAST 
BACK FENCE RECIPE BOOK 
These are pri?:e winners in Red Star's Back Fence Recipe Exchange 
. . . and from appetizers to desserts, they're exciting'! Rook includes 
new Mixer Mdthod' directions, too, for shortcut baking with 
new Red Star Instant Blend Yeast. Beautifully illustrated in color! 
Send 5Qf< plus 3 empty Red Star Yeast packets (or Compressed Yeast, 
wrappers) and name and address to Red Star, Box 710, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 65440. 

m UNIVERSAL FOODS MILWAUKEE. WISC. PRODUCT 


