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'Rome Remembered' - - A Poignant Appreciation 
By CLARE BOOTH LUCE 

. Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Rome 

•' Not long ^go, I received a 
postal card depicting the 
Coliseum. It came from a 
friend who was writing a 
novel which called for some 
chapters with a foreign back­
ground, f 

What W. S. Gilbert in the 
-'""teenth century called 

> fascination frantic/For 
tin that's romantic" had, 
rally enough, led my 
ig friend to Rome. A sen-
e, even scholarly sort, his 
encounter with the Eter-
City must have moved 

mm deeply. But he was no 
doubt aware that generations 
of writers before him had 
been defeated in their at­
tempts to match their prose 
to the lofty and profound 
emotions their own first 
sights of Rome had aroused 
in them. He simply scorned 
the ancient_ challenge. He 
scrawled on the back of his 
card, "Man, like I mean, Rome 
zaps everybodyl" 

Rome does Indeed zap 
everybody — the philosopher, 
the historian, the archeolc-
gist, the poet, and the artist, 
and even that least zappable 
character—the tourist. 

At this point I must make 
a confession. While I was 
serving in Italy, I tried, very 
consciously, to shove Rome— 
historical Rome—to the back 
of my mind in order to keep 
Italy and America in the fore­
front of it. For I soon sensed 
that historical Rome can zap 
the diplomat harder than any­
body! 

Few can do a job well who 
do not believe In the urgency 
and importance of it. To be 
effective, the diplomat must 
believe that his successful 
pursuit of his country's for­
eign policies is important, 
however relatively, to the 
prestige, power, and preser­
vation of his nation. 

Never was this truer than 
in the nuclear age. Today the 
United States and Soviet Rus­
sia, the two mightiest nations 
the world has ever seen, are 
more or less evenly matched. 
They are locked in an enor­
mous struggle for ideological 
supremacy over the hearts 
and minds of mankind. 

Neither the Western diplo­
mat nor the Iron Curtain 
diplomat can afford to lot 
slip away even trivial diplo­
matic victories. Consequent­
ly, each is expected by his 
own government, and especial­
ly by his own countrymen, 
to pursue his mission in a 
spirit of ideologic zeal and 
passlonato patriotism. 

JiuL of all the frames of 
mind required of any profes­
sional, this is, precisely, the 
hardest to maintain in the 
Eternal City. 

The diplomat is history 
minded. His very profession 
is the making of history, at 
the cutting edge, where sov­
ereign powers come into con­
flict in mutually abrasivo 
situations. A knowledge of 
the history of his own coun­
try and equally the history 
of the country in which he is 
serving, Is essential to the 
diplomat 

He must know and study 
history in order to identify 
those situations which in the 
past have led to war or the 
dimlnishment of his country's 
world position, In order not 
to let them be repeated. 

To livo in Rome is, Ines­
capably, to think about his­
tory. The rub for the diplo­
mat is that Rome forces him 
to think about such a long, 
long span of history — in­
deed, three thousand years 
of It. And this is to think 

about the history of civiliza­
tion itself. 

Rome Is the magnificent il­
lustrated history book of the 
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Western world. The diplomat 
can scarcely miss the point 
the Rome heavily features 
the decline and fall of "in­
vincible" empires, the birth 
and death of many "proud 
and prosperous" nations, the 
evolution, merging, and dis­
appearing of scores of cul­
tures, ideologies, religions. 
The moss-covered tombs of 

magnificent emperors, the 
white sepulchers of great 
kings, the crumble and ruins 
of princely palazzos, Caesar's 
forum and Mussolini's—what 
are they all but sermons in 
stones on a single theme: sic 
transit gloria mundi. The 
monuments are the message. 
Or, as my poetic friend might 
put it—POW**! to the pre­

tensions of all "sovereign na­
tions." 

A Roman tour of duty 
would be easier for the diplo­
mat who would like to be­
lieve that his own young, 
modern ideology is the final 
answer for a brave new 
world, if only Rome also 
taught some ideological or 
political lesson. Such as, that 
in the long view of history, 
cultures collapsed, or rulers 
lost their hold over the popu-
lance, or nations perished, 
because of some error or fail­
ure common to them all. 

Unhappily, Rome rather 
tends to teach the opposite. 

During the long reaches of 
its history, art, architecture, 
poetry, literature, and reli­
gion did flourish under occa­
sional benign and peaceful 
rulers. But they also bur­
geoned under brutal war­
lords, and mad and murder­
ing emperors. 

It is no wonder that in such 
a city the diplomat some­
times b e c o m e s skeptical, 
even cynical, about the value 
of his own relatively puny 
efforts to assure his country 
a durable place in history. 

"Ma chere colleague," an 
Allied diplomat once chided 
me, when I sought his sup­

port on a diplomatic ques­
tion affecting the welfare of 
Italy, "what can it possibly 
matter, a hundred years from 
today, at five o'clock in the 
afternoon, whether, or not the 
Italians are granted this con­
cession?" 

He waved his hand towards 
the window, from which 
there was a yiew of an old 
Roman wall glowing - rosy 
and .golden in the warm af­
ternoon sun. "Let us enjoy 
the light on that old wall, 
while we can," he sighed. 

Later, he told me that he 
planned to retire in Rome 
when he had finished his mis­

sion. He did not know it, but 
he had already retired. He 
had retreated into Roman his­
tory. He had given over t o 
the Roman shards and ruins 
with their melancholy re­
minder that "all this, too, 
shall pass," including, one 
day, the "glory" of his own 
glorious country. 

In Rome, which has wit­
nessed approximately every 
form of government ever tried 
by man, the wages of wisdom 
and virtue, no less than those 
of folly and sin, seem to be 
failure and death 

And yet for many people, 
of whom I am glad to count 

myself one, "the grandeur 
that w-»s Rome" — many 
Romes — has a message far 
more compelling than that 
"all the paths of glory lead 
but to- the grave." Rome 
bade me to glory, not ' in 
power, nor wealth, nor even 
in God (-who may be gloried 
in anywhere). It bade me 
glory En man himself, man 
the free-swinging pendulum 
between good and evil, with 
his ensuring capacity to hope 
and lo-ve, suffer and have 
faith, man who is brutish, 
hut never a monster, man 
who is the ruin of good. 

It is as the City of Man 
that I remember Rome. 
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Remember Her V îtn These.. _. 

DESERT FLOWER 
G i f t l d e a s 

Hand & rl-oijy 
Lotion end 

Toilet V/a tcr, 
2-ot. Each, 

1.5ft 

Rowa 

Elogont Cryitol-Like Falcon Of 
' Cologne, net **!., 


