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'Rome Remembered' - - A Poignant Appreciation
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card, "Man, like I mean, Rome
CLOTH DAW'S
zaps everybodyl"
By CLARE BOOTH LUCE
. Former U.S. Ambassador
to Rome

Werner Bergengruen's classic "Rome Remembered" has
been distilled into an English edition with an introduction
by Clare Booth Luce which follows.
,
Containing 40 full color photos by Erich Lessing and
57 etchings by Giovanni B. Piranesi, the book is offered
at a special prc-Chris,tmas price of $14.95. Published by
Herder and Herder, it normally sells for $17.50.
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Rome does Indeed zap
everybody — the philosopher,
the historian, the archeolcgist, the poet, and the artist,
and even that least zappable
character—the tourist.
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Few can do a job well who
do not believe In the urgency
and importance of it. To be
effective, the diplomat must
believe that his successful
pursuit of his country's foreign policies is important,
however relatively, to the
prestige, power, and preservation of his nation.
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Never was this truer than
in the nuclear age. Today the
United States and Soviet Russia, the two mightiest nations
the world has ever seen, are
more or less evenly matched.
They are locked in an enormous struggle for ideological
supremacy over the hearts
and minds of mankind.
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Neither the Western diplomat nor the Iron Curtain
diplomat can afford to lot
slip away even trivial diplomatic victories. Consequently, each is expected by his
own government, and especially by his own countrymen,
to pursue his mission in a
spirit of ideologic zeal and
passlonato patriotism.
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The diplomat is history
minded. His very profession
is the making of history, at
the cutting edge, where sovereign powers come into conflict in mutually abrasivo
situations. A knowledge of
the history of his own country and equally the history
of the country in which he is
serving, Is essential to the
diplomat
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He must know and study
history in order to identify
those situations which in the
past have led to war or the
dimlnishment of his country's
world position, In order not
to let them be repeated.
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To livo in Rome is, Inescapably, t o think about history. The rub for the diplomat is that Rome forces him
to think about such a long,
long span of history — indeed, three thousand years
of It. And this is to think
about the history of civilization itself.
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At this point I must make
a confession. While I was
serving in Italy, I tried, very
consciously, to shove Rome—
historical Rome—to the back
of my mind in order to keep
Italy and America in the forefront of it. For I soon sensed
that historical Rome can zap
the diplomat harder than anybody!
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