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- What TV has

~S. I. HAYAKAWA, new
, president of Sm Frameisco
State College, in a speech to -
the American Psychological
Assoclation im Sin Frameisco.

The present gemeration of
young people is the first in
story to have grown up in
2 television age If you were
n in 1038, yu were 10
ars old in 1948 and had al
idy lived throigh the most
portant formative years, 50
at in all likelihood you miss-
A the experieme of having
a television set for a babysit
ter. ‘

But a significant proportion
of children bom after 195
had their imaghative Hves,
their daydreams, thelr expec-
tations of the world created
by television. Is il any wvonder
that these childtem, a they
grew to adeolesemce, often
turmed out to he complete
strangers to their dismayed
parents?

An important fact about tel-
evision—regardless  of its
sponsorship—is that you can
have no interadion with it.
A child sitting In front of a
television set gols no experi-

ence in influendng behavior { -

and being influwnced in re
turn.

Having a pupy is in this
sense far more important to
a child than having a televis
fon set, although of course
there is no reasn he should
not have hoth.

The child who watches tel-
evision for four hwurs dalily
between the age of Jand 18
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with. their friends, parents or
anyone else not of their im-
mediate clique.

The militancy of young peo-
ple, both white and black, ea-
ger fov social change is often
accounted for by saying that
they have lost faith in the
slow processes of democratic
diseussion and decision-mak-
ing. This argument seems to
me highly questionable, It is
my impression that militant
younig people, far from being
“disillusioned” with democra-
tic processes, are totally un-
acquainted with them, since
they are rarely shown on tel-
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If yomg people did not
not leam of the complexities
of the democratic process
from their years of viewing
teldvision, ‘what did they
learn?

They learned that social
problems are never complica-
ted; they are simply the con-
flicts between good guys and
bad guys Bad guys can never
be reasined with~-you can
only shoot it out with them.
If the had guy confronts you
with superior force, you can
lay your hody on the line and
go down Fighting, :

Young people also learned
from commercials that there
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is an instant, simple solution
to all problems; Acid indiges-
tion can be relieved with Al-
ka-Seltzer; unpopularity can
be overcome by using Ban;
feelings of sexual inadequacy
can be banished by buying a
new Mustang, which will
transforrn you into an instant
Casanova.

The world makes all sorts
of demands the television set
never told you about, such as
study, patience, hard work,
and a long apprenticeship in
a trade or profession, hefore
you may enjoy what the world
has to offer.

may at this point reject or re-
bel against the culture ax}d
its “materialism”—not" realiz-
ing that what, they are reject-
ing is not the culture as such,
but merely the culture as de-
picted by Madison Avenue
and the networks.

Even as they reject the cul-
ture as they understood it
through tclevision, they miss
the pleasant fantasies they en-
joyed as children when they
turned on the set. So they
“turn on” in other ways.

Having scornfully rejected
the notion that they can a-
chieve instant beauty and rad-
iance with Clairol

Wrought Among Y outh

'pouse the alternative view

that they can achieve instant
spiritual insight and salvation
with LSD. The kinship of the
LSD and other drug exper-
iences with television is glar-
ingly obvious: Both depend
upon “turning on” and pas-
sively waiting for something
beautiful to happen.
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Disillusioned young people
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spends something 1like 22,000
hours in passiw contempla-
tionn of the screen—hours stol-
en from the time necded to
learn to relate to siblings,
playmates, pareits, grandpar-
ents, or strangern.
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Is there any cnnection be-
tween this fact ind the sud-
den appearance i the past
few years of m enormous
number of young people from
! educated and middle-class fa-
milies who find it difficult or
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I am sure yu have met
them, as I have—young peo-
ple, not necessarlly of the un-
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Fisher Glee Clab

Lists Concerts

The men of St John Fisher
glee club and 58 women froma
Annhurst College, Woodstack,
Conn., will sing together Sun-
day afternoon in i program that
includes a Bach Christmas can~
qta. The concert begins at 4
g oclock in Kearny auditorium
on the Fisher canpus.

- The local club will perform
also at 8 pm. Saurday at Holy
Childhood Schod; at 7 pm.
' Monday in Midtinw Plaza and

=1 I at 8:30 pm. Thursday in St.

.; : Johm of Rochester Chuxch.
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