German Clergymen Reject Privilege

Speyer, West Germany — (RNS) — The Synad
of the Evangelical Church in the Palatinate, West
Germany, has urged abolition of a section in the
West German Conscription Law exempting clergy-,
men automatically from military service.

‘A growing number of pastors and theology
students in West Germany argue that revocation of
the exempt status is necessary to give clergy-
men an opportunity to make a true conscientious
decision — either to follow the draft call or to
register as conscientious objectors. Moreover, they
argue, everything should be avoided which would
cause clergymen to be regarded as privileged mem-
bers of society.

Food Agency Takes New Lease

Delhi — (RNS) — Action for Food Production
. (AFPRO), an agency sponsored by voluntary and
religious organizations, has announced here that
funds have been pledged to continue its activities
in India for the next three years.

In the two and a half years of its existence,
AFPRO has spent $2.3 million on 45 projects in-
tended to increase food production in India

Member organizations include Catholic Chari-
ties of India and Catholic Relief Services, U.S.

Pakistani Bishops Have N.D. D;grees

Dacca, East Pakistan — (RNS) — Two na
tive priests, graduates of Notre Dame University in
the U.S., are the first Pakistanis to head dicceses
here.

Pope Paul VI named Bishop Joachin J.
Rozario to head the Diocese of Chittagong and
Bishop Michael M. Rozario to head the Diocese
Dinajpur. They are not related, but both are from
the missionary parish of St. Joseph in the village
of Solepore.

Joachim Rozario became a member of the
Holy Cross Fathers and attended Notre Dame in
the U.S, recelving his bachelor’'s degree there in
1958. Michael Rozario was ordained for the arch
diocese of Dacca and graduated from Notre Dame
in 1953."

vExy Leaders Vie For Bonn Presidency

* ~Bom — (RNS) — The next president of West
Germany most likely will be a prominent Protes
tant layman, either Defense Minister Gerhard
Schroeder, nominee of the Christian Demnocrats,
or former Justice Minister Dr. Gustav Heinemann,
of the Social DemocTats.

Many Free Democratic delegates are believ
ed to favor Dr. Heinemann, a prominent leader
of the Evangelical Church in Germany.

The outgoing president, Dr. Heinrich Luebke,
is a Catholic.

Holy See drganizfng
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Theology Commission

Vatican City —(NC)— The
Holy See is proceeding with
the creation of the interna-
tional theological commission
proposed last autumn by the
Synod of Bishops.

The Synod of Bishops pro-
posed by an overwhelming
vote the creation of a commis-
sion of theologians of diverse

schools “‘whose duty it will be,
acting with all lawful aca-
demic freedom, to assist the
Holy See and cspecially the
Sacred Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, prin-
cipally in connection with
questions of grecater impor-
tapce” .. - - -

There had been increasing-
ly wvocal criticism of the Vati-
can “failure’” to implement
this proposal. It was argued
that tension between the Holy
See and various celebrated
theologians such as Belgian-
born Dominican Father Ed-
ward Schillcbeeckx and Swiss-
born Father IHans Kueng
might have heen avoided if
these men had heen able to
discuss the Holy Sce’s objec-
tions with a group of their
academic peers acting in the
Holy.See's behalf.

It was widely believed that
a principal difficulty inherent
in the organization of the
theological commission was
the apparent overlapping of
competencies between the
commission and the Doctrinal
Congregation. But the secre-
tary gencral of the synod,
Bishop Ladislas Rubin, said
that the difficulties were of
various kinds, including the
choice of theologians genu-
inely representative of vari-
ous regions.

Saigon Honors

CRS Official

Saigon — (NC) — In a
ceremony. at Independence
Palace here President Ngu-
yen van Thieu awarded Viet
nam’s second highest na-
tional decoration to Msgr. Jo-
seph J. Harnett of the U.S.
Catholic Relief Services
(CRS) for his work for Viet-
namese refugees since 1954.

The highest natiomal dec-
oration is given only to chiefs
of state. :
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