
The Breaking Down of Barriers Between People 
(Continued from Page 54A) 

lating adult education and the 
role of the parents. 

So much of our work with 
the young is not relevant, he 
says, that we need well-trained 
people who are versed in the 
psychology of youth, who can 
revamp the religious education 
p r o g r a m for young people 
through use of films, small 
classes and discussion groups. 

•'Buildings arc needed, but 
mayhr one good parish building 
(oukl take < are of all needs, for 
example one i hapel. plus an 
auditorium for l a r g e - g r o u p 
Masses, Hireling-*. eti . O u r 
hiuldings nerd not be so large 
and numerous: a different style 
of parish plant where every
thing is under one roof would 
srr \e the purpose well, and 
would alleviate the strain of op
erating costs," according to 
la ther Kreckel. 

If urban renewal is success
ful, economic and racial inte
gration should be achieved in 
the future, according to Father 
Krei kel. Hopefully, the parish 
c an be a step ahead in this pro-
i rss, though his own has a long 
wav to go vet in reaching the 
tv lie of i o in m II n i t \ w hie h 

Bishop Sheen chats with Latin Americans on his first visit to Concordia Hall on Clifford Avenue, 
the center of the diocesan Spanish Apostolate. 

not be compared to a family, come to the ten o'clock Mass should exist. He does not see the 
role of the church in the future 
as developing the "in group" 
type of mentality, specializing in 
soc ial friendships, but rather as 
encouraging a consciousness of 
unity on a much greater scale. 

A parish community should 

but rather a member should 
have a feeling of belonging to a 
total group, conscious of his 
m e m b e r s h i p in the whole 
church and of his relationship 
with other people, Father feels. 
For example, the people who 

on Sunday at Immaculate are 
aware of being members of the 
same group, of an openness and 
sharing. 

What of the role of the par
ish priest in inner city? Father 
Kreckel suggests a new look at 

the traditional approach of the 
priest who visits the sick and 
sees every parishioner in his 
home. Not that these duties are 
no longer important — but the 
priest must be aware of the 
needs of all, and restructure the 
parish so that these needs are 
met by someone, since he him
self cannot possibly do it all. 

Obviously the Church's tradi
tional patterns of service in the 
city are undergoing drastic eval
uation. As public and private 
secular resources, often partly 
due to church urging, assume 
larger responsibilities for social 
welfare, the Church has been 
relinquishing i t s traditional 
health, education and welfare 
role to these auspices. 

But churches are recognizing 
the limitations of service proj
ects developed outside a com
munity and administered in be
half of the residents. 

Our inner city parishes and 
organizations are feeling the 
pressure to change; not every
one is certain of the outcome, 
but all are convinced that the 
Church will continue to be call
ed to provide direct service in 
areas where alienation and suf
fering are critical and ignored. 
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