
Religious Communities of Women Serve 
Work to Continue on Multitude of Fronts in Diocese 

By SISTER DORIS HAMILTON, R.S.M., Cardinal Mooney High School 

Nineteen religious communi
ties of women, comprised of 
teac hers, nurses, contemplativrs, 
and so( ial workers, have trav
eled through t h e first hundred 
)ears" histor) of the Diocese of 
Rochester, giving their spirit to 
classrooms, hospital wards, c lois-
ters. and inner-t ity streets. 

The i r Sisters, strong in tradi
tion and renewed by Vatican II, 
show promise of continued dedi-
<ation in the next century. 

First to arr ive in Rochester, 
in its prediot esan days, were 
the Daughters of Charity of St. 
Vincent dePaul who, in 184!), 
<aiin- to the city to accept St. 
Patrick's Orphanage as a mis
sion. These four Sisters w e r e not 
only the first to conic- t o the 
Rochester a rea hut were also 
the first Catholic nuns in all of 
western New Vork. 

Today, these Sisters of Chari
ty arc- engaged in the adminis
tration of St. Mary's Hospital, 
a work which thev undertook in 
1861. 

When asked what f u t u r e 

years might hold for the Chari
ty Sisters in this diocese, Sister 
Margaret, Administrator of St. 
Mary's Hospital commented, 
" O u r apstolate in future years 
in the diocese will most likely 
remain in the field of hospital 
work. Because of the location of 
our hospital, and also because 
of the needs of the community, 
ou r health program may possi
bly be expanded to include such 
fields as the operation of inner 
i ity clinics". 

Two religious congregations 
who were to become prominent 
educators in the diocese sent 
their first groups to Rochester in 
1H54. 

The School Sisters of Notre 
Dame came to the diocese to 
undertake their work of educat
ing the poor and underprivi
leged, a work which they have 
continued to the present. What 
will future years bring with re
gard to these Sisters' work in the 
diocese.' 

Sister Beatrice, the School 
Sisters' of Notre Dame Educa
tional Coordinator in the Cath-

Sisters of St. Joseph show variety of habits being worn 
mentally in their community's renewal program. 

experi-

olic Education Office, predicts, 
"Our order will probably basic
ally remain a teaching order. 
This does not mean that some 
of our Sisters will not be in
volved in other works. But the 
Sisters of Notre Dame are, I be
lieve^ generally convinced that 
even though the type of educa
tional heeds in the diocese may 
differ in the years to come, the 
field of education will still re
main the most important factor 
in bringing about social change. 

"We have since our arrival in 
the diocese, worked mainly wiuh 
the poor and underprivileged, 
an apostolate for which,our con
gregation was founded. Our Sis
ters feel that this a p o s t o W is a 
truly worthy one and will con
tinue to be so during the next 
chapter in Rochester diocesan 
history." 

Canandaigua, in 1854, was 
the location of the first founda
tion of the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
from Carondelet, Missouri, to 
Mother Agnes Spencer, came 
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