To Break Down Barriers Between Peoplé

Inner City Priests, Laymen Look at Church’s Future Work “Where the Action Is’

By SISTER KATHLEEN MILLIKEN, RSM, Cardinal Mooney High School

If you ask the average (leric
or lasman what the Church will
be or must do in T'he Next 100
Years”, he will have to pause
before making a  wuess and a
prophecy . But this is not so with
priests, Sisters and  laity already
deep Iin opensstreet ministry.

“The work of the Church in
our dav is to break down bar-
riers  between  people”  This
statement by a diocesan priest,
expresses a desire which s re-
echoed by the daily senace of
other  priests, Sisters and  lay-
people now hvng inonner-city
panshes  of Rochester and  El-
mira.

Spatial baners are bieaking
down, termtonal hires once
thought <o sared have given
way to the armval of workers
from other parts of town and
even parishes have grown by the
arrnal of people from all parts
who are interested 1n the unicyue
work of that church.

Most stnhing have bheen the
new definitions  of  Uministy”
and  “‘rnission”  and  “imvolve-

ment”  which are expressed
when priests and laity explain
whv they are working where
they are and what the “action™
of their work-day -and night.
really is.

Father Benedict Ehmann, pas-
tor of St. Michael’s parish in
Rochester, feels that his chief
ministry is to make God real to
his people by example, by per-
suasion and loving service, and
o make the people real for God
by reverence. by relevant preach-
ing and by dvnamic and jovful
liturgy.

Disintegration  of the old
conmnunity in the Clinton-Jo-
sweph Avenue area, has been the
chief sodial (hange in St. Mi.-
chael’s  within - the past  few
vears; the ircoming dwellers
Italians, Puerto Ricans, Ne-
groes . have not as vet become
integrated into one community.

Father Ehmann plans an ecu-
menical outreach to touch the
fives of the unchurched: a youth
ministryv: a ministry to the ag-
ing: cursillos: fiestas and Span-
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ish vernacular Masses for the
Puerto Ricans_and Cubans; spe-
cial liturgies for the Italians;
adult education, especially in
scripture and theology; parish
celebrations of neglected feasts.

In predicting the future of the
church in inner city, Father Eh-
mann says:

“I cannot predict the socio- -

logical changes which may or
may not profoundly affect the
--life of the Church in the in.
ner city. I cannot say what
will be. But I can say what
there must be: the Church al-
ways “present” in the inner
city—not necessarily or even
desirably as an oversize, un-
wieldy parish but perhaps
much more desirably as a
congeries of small communi-
ties, an interlocking, inter-
communicating constellation
of small congregations, alert,
reaching out, constantly as-
sessing themselves; reshaping

and regrouping as the Spirit-

forwards their progress or as

Sisters of Mercy set up a storefront mission on Joseph Averzue to
(Continued on Page 534)

enable them to make just such contacts as this.

Sincere Congratulations
| to the
Catholic Diocese

of Rochester
on It's
100th Anniversary

—and for its service and contributions
in the areas of Education, Welfare,
Charity, and other community interests

throughout the area. May your next

100 be fruitful.
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Vision is in looking forward...

We, with the people of the Diocese
of Rochester, look with confidence
to a future of hope and promises...
We take pride in past accomplish-
ments but pledge ourselves
to further zeal to endure our

continued progress in the next
100 Years...
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