
To Break Down Barriers Between People 
Inner City Priests, Laymen Look at Church's Future Work "Where the Action Is" 

By SISTER KATHLEEN MILLIKEN, RSM, Cardinal Mooney High School 

If you ask the a\crayc i leric 
or lasnian what the Church will 
be or must do in ' "The Next 100 
Years', he will have to pause 
before making a yuess and a 
|)ro|)he< \ . lint this i-> not so with 
priests. Sisters and lait\ already 
deep in open-street ministry. 

"The work of t h e Chun h in 
our day is to break down bar­
riers brtueen px-ople." Th i s 
statement bs a diocesan priest, 
expresses a desire which is re­
el hoed by the daily servu e of 
other p r n s t \ Sisters and lay-
people MOW hwntr, in inner-< it\ 
parishes of Rochester and F.l-
niira. 

Spatial batiHTs an ' birakinu 
down, n-rritoiial lit is OIK e 
thought so sai reel lia\e sjiven 
ua\ to the arrival of workers 
from other parts of town and 
e\en parishes have sjrown b\ the 
arrival of people from all parts 
who are interested in the unique 
work of that i hurr h. 

Most striking have been the 
new definitions of "ministrV 
and "mission' a n d "involve­

ment" which are expressed 
when priests and laity explain 
why the\ are working where 
they are and what the "action" 
of their work-day and night i 
really is. 

l a t h e r Benedict Ehmann, pas­
tor of St. Michael's parish in 
Rochester, feels that his chief 
ministry is to make God real to 
his people by example, by per­
suasion and loving service, and 
to make the people real for God 
b\ rev crenre. bv relevant preach-
in" and b\ dvnarnir and joyful 
liturgy. 

Disintegration of the old 
i oiiiuiunit) in the Clinton-Jo­
seph Avenue a:ca, has been the 
(hief social change in St. Mi­
chael's within the past few 
ya r s ; the ii.< oming dwellers 

Italians. Puerto -Ricans, Ne­
groes . have not as yet become 
integrated into one community. 

I a ther Khmann plans an ecu­
menical outreach to touch the 
lives of the unchurched; a youth 
ministry; a ministry to the ag- Sisters of Mercy setup a storefront mission on Joseph Avenue to 
ing: c ursillos; fiestas and Span- enable them to make just such contacts as this. 

i sh vernacular Masses for the 
Puerto Ricans and Cubans; spe­
c i a l liturgies for the Italians; 
a d u l t education, especially in 
scripture a n d theology; parish 
celebrations of neglected feasts. 

I n predicting the future of the 
church in inne r city, Father Eh­
m a n n says: 

"I cannot predict the socio- • 
logical changes which may or 
may not profoundly affect the 

—life of t h e Church in the in­
ner city. I cannot say what 
will be. B u t I can say what 
there must be: the Church al­
ways "present" in the inner 
city—not necessarily or even 
desirably as an oversize, un­
wieldy parish, bu t perhaps 
much m o r e desirably as a 
congeries of small communi­
ties, an interlocking, inter­
communicating constellation 
of small congregations, alert, 
reaching out, constantly as­
sessing themselves; reshaping 
and regrouping as the Spirit 
forwards their progress or as 
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84 
YEARS OF 

SERVICE TO THE 
DIOCESE of ROCHESTER 

WE'RE PROUD TO HAVE 

PLAYED A PART IN YOUR 

GROWTH FOR 84 OF YOUR 100 

FRUITFUL YEARS. 

WHOLESALE 

PLUMBING • HEATING 

M A I N T E N A N C E SUPPLIES • SERVICE 

H0WE& B AS SETT CO. JNC 
840 UNIVERSITY AVENUE • ROCHESTER, N. Y. 14607 
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Sincere Congratulations 

to the 

Catholic Diocese 

of Rochester 

on It's 

100th Anniversary 

—and for its service and contributions 

in the areas of Education, Welfare, 

Charity, and other community interests 

throughout the area. May your next 

100 be fruitful. 
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VALLEY CADILLAC 

Vision is in looking forward... 

We, with the people of the Diocese 

of Rochester, look with confidence 

to a future of hope and promises••• 

W e take pride in past accomplish­

ments but pledge ourselves 

to further zeal to endure our 

continued progress in the next 

100 Years... 
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SELLING ONLY THE FINEST 

NEW AND USED CARS IN 

ROCHESTER FOR OVER 33 YEARS 
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The Valley Cadillac Corp. 
Where We Make It Easy To Own A Cadillac 

mr 

USED CAR DIVISION 

1701 EAST AVE. 

NEW CAR DIVISION 

333 EAST AVE. 
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