
Values of a Christian Education Are Constant 
'Continuity Demands Change but Change Demands Continuity' 

By MONSIGNOR WILLIAM M. ROCHE, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools 

In the 100 year history of the 

I )ioeese ol Rochester-, -Catholic— 

schools have often been "at the 

crossroads." In I°>68, as we con­

template the changes taking 

place within the structures of 

the Catholic Church, and more 

particularly in the forms that 

Catholic education might take 

in the years ahead, we cannot 

help hut he impressed by the 

.i.stutc ohser\ ation.s made by 

Mishop Bernard J. McQuaicL-

first Bishop of Rochester. Fur­

thermore, it cannot escape our 

attention that many of our sup­

posedly "'new ideas" are, in 

reality, a latter-day expression 

of the hopes and desires of our 

predecessors. 

Catholic education has always 
been a chief concern of the bish­
ops, priests, teaching religious, 
and the people of the Diocese-
of Rochester. It was true 100 
years ago and it is true today; 
times and the tempo of society 
may have changed, but the de­

mand for the values obtained 

-only—t h r ou-g-h—a—-thoroughly-

Christian education r e m a i n s 

constant. 

We a re struck by the deep 

truth contained in the simple 

pHrasc, "cdnTfnuity demand* 

change; but change demands 

continuity." 

And so we look at Catholic 
education in the Diocese o l 
Rochester on its 100th Anniver­
sary from the perspective of a 
century of t r a d i t i o n s and 
achievement -often pioneering 
achiesetnent and spectacular in­
novation in the face of tremen­
dous odds. 

We are struck, first of all, by 
the fact that tntIlioHe- schools m 
Rochester far antedate the foun­
dation of the diocese, but we 
arc even more intrigued to dis­
cover that the first principals of 
both St. Joseph's and St. Peter's 
Schools, founded in the early 
nineteenth centurv were both 
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laymen. Were these pioneering 
principals the first of the emerg. 
ing laymen? 

- I n reviewing the history of 
the diocese we are struck by the 
high priority placed upon Cath­
olic education, first by the Ger­
man immigrants who were the 
first to open Catholic schools, 
and who are pointed out by 
Father Robert McNamara, Di­
ocesan Historian, as "indisput­
able founders of the present 
Rochester Diocesan School Sys­
tem." 

"Not-until t h e days of Bishop 
McQuaid," says Father Mc­
Namara , "did the non-German 
congregations begin to overtake 
the German congregations in 
this respect." 

" N o r did t h e aspirations of 
these pioneers rest with the es­
tablishment of- e l e m e n t a r y 
schools. In 1848 thejirst high 
school was established in Roch­
ester under the title "College of 
the Sacred Hear t . " 

(Continued on Page 80A) 

To the diocese we say "well-
done" and may die future be 
even brighter. 

100 years brings many 
changes ... . physical facilities 
reflect the modern trend of 
good taste with functional 
beauty. We're proud to have 
had a part in the newer di­
ocesan facilities. 
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The Wise Old Owl Bank 

didn't really invent "truth-in-lending." 

That's just a rumor our borrowers 

started, in 1882. 

Regulation Z of the new Federal Banking Laws assures you that beginning July 1, 1969, 
you will b e able to discover the actual rate of interest you are paying 
whenever you borrow money from a financial institution or buy "on time." 

That almost catches-up all the rest of the business world with your hometown bank! 
Corning/First National's "full disclosure" policy has existed from the day this bank opened 
for business back in 1882. There's never been any hidden charge here for any borrower. 

In fact, w e have alzvays made it a point to tell our customers: (1) how much 

interest a loan will cost; (2) the true annual interest rate; 
and (3) all other terms of the loan. We felt it not only our obligation, but 
also good business. We know you thought so, too, because your confidence over 
the years and your continuing patronage is based, we're sure, on this kind of ^ 

open and above-board relationship. 

Truth-in-Lending? I f Corning/First National Customers don't get too excited 

about it, that's because they've lived with it for 86 years. 

P.S. Yes, interest rates are lower here. Car loans, for example, cost our customers hundreds of 

dollars less than other people pay at dealers' showrooms or even at other banks. 

We'll be happy to tell you all about it. 
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